Anekcangp lNetpoBuy lNaenos
BoXxbs BONS
UcTopnyeckmnm pomaH

IETP 11 AnekceeBud — wuMIepatop Bcepoccuiickuii, BHyk Ilerpal, chin
napesuua Anekces IlerpoBuya u mpunneccsl Cogwu-lllapnorter bnankenOyprekoii,
poauncs 12 oktabpst 1715 r. MaTb ero ymepnia Bckope 1ociie ero poskIeHus, oTell Moruo
B 1718 1. Illancel Ilerpa AusekceeBH4Ya Ha MPECTOJI YBETUYMIMCH OCOOEHHO TIOCie
cmeptu cbiHa Exatepunsbl, mocnenoBaBuieit B 1719 r. Hapon Bunmen B HEM 3aKOHHOTO
HaCJEHNKA, TOJbKO PAcKOJIBHUKM HE MPHU3HABAIM €ro NMOTOMKOM Lapsi, TaKk Kak OH
poamics ot Opaka ¢ mHocTpaHkod. [logoOHoe OTHOIIEHHE K LapeBU4y ObLTO, Kak
KaXkercsi, onHOW u3 npuumH, nmoOynusmux Ilerpa Benmkoro msmate B 1722 1. yka3 o
MPECTOJIOHACIIENH, KOTOPBIM, MPEA0CTaBisisl Hapio NpaBo u30paTh cebe HaCIeIHUKOM
XOTsI OBl 4y>KOT0 YeJIOBeKa, JIMIIail TeM caMbIM LapeBuya [lerpa AnekceeBnua mpasa Ha
pycckuii npecron. Ilocie cmeptu Ilerpa Bennkoro, He ycneBIIero NpuMEHHTb K JETy
3akoH 1722 r., Ha mpecton BcTynwia Exarepuna I. 3a mapesnua Ilerpa AnekceeBnda
ObUTM TOJBKO MPENCTABUTEIM CTApbIX 3HATHBIX PonoB — l'onuupiHbl, JJonropykoBsl u
Pennun. Ha Bocnuranme mapesuua Ilerpa, xak npu Ilerpe Benukom, Tak u mpu
Exatepune I, He oOpamasock MHOTO BHUMAaHHS;, M3 €r0 y4YHTENed W3BECTHHI JIBOC —
Cemén AdanacbeBnu MaBpun u VBan AnekceeBudu 3eiikuH, oOydaBIIMil IapeBHYa
UCTOpHUH, reorpaduu, MaTeMaTHKE U JTATHHCKOMY SI3BIKY.

Bonpoc o mpecrononacneauu octaBaics U Tenepb, Kak npu llerpe Bemmxowm,
OTKPBITHIM; HE pEIIasACh JEHCTBOBATH TaK CMENO, KaK MOKOMHBIM TocyAaph, CTapajluch B
yiep0 mpaBaM IlapeBHYa BBIABUHYTH MpaBa ero TéTok, AHHbI U EnuzaBersl. Octepman
mET Ha KOMIPOMMCC: OH Ipeuiarai KEHUTh I[apeBUYa Ha OAHOM M3 IApEBEH M TaKUM
00pa3oM COENMHUTH UX WHTEPECH, HO MPOEKT 3TOT HE HAMIEN COYYBCTBHUS. MEHIIMKOB
XJIONOTANI O Tepenave MpecToia IapeBUdy U 0 Opake ero co cBoel No4ephlo, HaaesIch
TaKUM 00pa3oM COXpaHUTb cBo¢ BiusHHe. OH HAIIEN MOJNEPKKY B JIMLE KHS3S
Hmutpus [omuneiHa. bonesHs ummepaTpulpl 3acTaBisiia €ro YCKOPUTh ACHCTBUS; IO
ero mpoeKTaM ObLJIO0 COCTaBIECHO 3aBellaHHe, MOANMCAaHHOE UMIepaTpuued u
o0HapomoBaHHOE IOciIe €€ CMEPTH; 3TUM 3aBElIaHWEM MPECTOJ MepenaBaics HapeBHyy
Ilerpy, 3a Hero BmIgaBamach KHs)KHa MeHmmMkoBa, M 3akoH Ilerpa Bemukoro o
MIPECTOJIOHACIIEINN OTMEHSIIICS.

Taxk BcTymun Ha mnpecron, 7 Mas 1727r., wummeparop Ilérp II. Bmacts
COCpEeNOoTOYMBANIACh B pyKax MEHIINKOBA; JUIsl YCUJIIEHHUsI CBOETO BIMSHHS INOCIEAHUN
XOTeJ JKeHHTh CBOEro ChlHAa Ha cecTpe mmmeparopa, Haranee AnekceeBHe. He ObLio,
OJTHaKO, HEJOCTaTKa M B JPYTUX JIMIAX, KOTOPBIE CTApalMCh 3aXBaTUTh B CBOU PYKHU
(akTHUECKOE yIpaBlieHHE AENaMy MPH JIBEHAIIATUICTHEM UMIIEPATOPE; TAKOBBI OBLIM
Honropykossl u Octepma.

OctepMaH UHTPUTOBANI MPOTUB MEHIINKOBA, U 3TOT MOCJIEAHUN Maj; BOCIUTATENH
umneparopa, 3edkuH u MaBpuH, ObUIM yAajieHbl. BnusHue, ogHako, Mepenuio He K
Octepmany, a k JlonropykoBsiM; nepee3 ABopa B koHie 1727 r. B MockBy 3HaMeHOBaI
WX TOPKECTBO. [ ONMMUBIHBI OBUIM OTCTpaHEHbl. BepXOBHBI TaWHBIH COBET Kak
yupexaenne npu lIlerpe Il BooOme mamaer. Monmomoli uMmepaTtop OTHOCHJICS OYEHb
MOYTUTENBHO K CBOel 0alke, MOCTpHKEHHOW B MOHaxWHH Lapuie EBmokuu, koropas B
9TO BpeMsl Oblia mepeBeneHa u3 Jlajokckoro MoHacTeIpsi B MockoBckuii HoBoneBnumii
MOHacTelpp. Térka umnepatopa, AnHHa IlerpoBHa, Bblexama B [ommTuHUIO: OHa
MpEACTaBIIATa ONACHOCTh AN JlONTOpPYKOBBIX, Kak MOryIas HMMETh HACIEIHUKOB, a
MOTOMY U OBITH NPETEHASHTKOM HA MPEecToi Mo §-My MyHKTY 3aBemanusi Exatepunsi |.
Hns ycuneHuss cBoero BIUSHHUS JIONTrOpyKOBBI BCSUECKH CTapajuch 3a0aBaMu U
YBECENIEHUSMH OTBJIEYb HMIIEpaTopa OT Jel M pPEelIId >KeHUTHh llerpa Ha KHsDKHE
Exkarepune AnekceeBHe JlonropykoBoi.

Ux 3ambicasl Obutn paspymensl cMmepthio Ilerpa I, mocnenosasmed 18 sHBaps
1730 r., ot ocmbl. ['oBopuThs 0 camocTosTeNnbHOI nestensHocTH Ilerpa I, ymepuiero na
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LIECTHAAATOM TOMYy JKM3HH, HENb3s; OH MOCTOSHHO HAXOAWICSA TOA TEM WU JIPYTUM
BIIMSIHAEM, SIBJIICS OPYAHWEM B pyKaxX KaKOW-IMOO M3 MHOTOYMCICHHBIX JIBOPLIOBBIX
NapTHil TOTO BpEMEHHU.

3a BpeMsl ero KOPOTKOr'0 LapCTBOBaHMA OBIJIO, OJJHAKO, M34aHO HECKOIBKO YKa30B
U 3aKOHOB, 3aCITy’KHBAIOINX YIIOMHHAHUA: YKa3 oT 24 Mad 1727 r. o nmepeHoce Ba)XHbBIX
nen u3 kabuHera HpsMo B BepXoBHBIN TallHBIA COBET; yKa3bl TOrO XK€ rojga o Oonee
MpaBUIBHOM cOOpe MOMYIIHOM MOaTH U 00 yNpa3gHEHUH TIIaBHOTO MarucTpaTa; ykas oT
16 wurons 1727r. o mepeHoce Manopoccuiickux aen u3 Cenata B IHocTpaHHYyIO
KOJUIETHIO, 4YeM Kak OBl co3JaBajioch 00OCOONIEHHOE TMONOKEHHE 3TOH o0nacTh B
UMIEpPHUH; BeKCeNbHBIH ycTtaB 1729 r.; moOonbITHEIA yka3 or 29 centsabps 1729T. o
3aMpeleHNH TyXOBEHCTBY HOCUTh MUPCKYIO OZIEXKAY.

(Cm.: K. WU. ApcenbeB «llapctBoBanue Ilerpa ll» (CIT6., 1839); ConoBnéB
«HUctopuss  Poccum»  (11. XVII-XIX); KocromapoB «Hcropus Poccun B
KHU3HEOTINCAHUSIX)).

Snuuknoneduueckuii cnosaps. H3o. bpoxzayza u Egpona, m. XXIII b,

Cllo., 1898

YacTb nepBas
HoBble Kymupbl

MaBsal
MoeanHok

Becna Tosnbko HaumHanack. CoJHIE C KaXIbIM JHEM TIpeNo CHIbHEE, U HE TOJIBKO
MOCKOBCKHE YIIHUIIBI CTaJld OCBOOOXKIATHCS OT CHEra W 3aIlIbIBaTh I'PSI3bl0, HO YK€ M Ha MOJIAX,
0COOEHHO B MECTax, /i€ IMOBBIIIE, MOSBWINCH NPOTATMHKH. 3aTO B JIECHBIX YallaX CHET JIexall
[ETMHOM, TaKOU K€ OeIbIi M MyIIHUCTHIN, KaK U B HaYalle 3UMbl — U TOJILKO KOe-TJIe y IEPEBbEB OH
KazaJcs Kak Obl MCHEIPEHHBIM YEPHBIMH TOYKaMHU. DTO OCTaBMJIA CIIE/Abl Kamellb, MajaBIias C
BeTBel B Téruible AHU. 3uMa 1729 rona Obu1a OCOOCHHO CHEXHAs, M CHETY B JIECHBIX JIOKOMHAX
HaMeJo Iesible CyrpoObl, TaK YTO HECKOJBKO MEIIeX0A0B, npobupasmuxcs ot CyméBa, Tae OHH
BBIIIJIM U3 KOJIBIMArk, MO KOJIEHA B CHErY, B IIyOb MapbHHOMN pOIIM, PYraTelbCKU PYTaiu 3Ty
OOMJIbHYIO CHETOM 3UMY.

[TemexonoB ObI0 yeTBepo. Tpoe M3 HUX — emEé COBEPIIEHHO MOJIOJbIEC JIOAU — OBLIH
OJIETHl B TpEyxXH WU 3enéHble Kam3ojbl [IpeoOpaskeHCKOro mojKa, a 4YeTBEPTHIM, MOCTaple,
3aKyTaJCsl YyTh HE C TOJIOBOM B IIMPOKYI0 MEIBEXbI0 IIy0y MaJMHOBOrO OapxaTa, CHIJIBHO
CMaxHBAaBIIYIO Ha OOSPCKUN 3UMHUK, TaK €II¢ HeJaBHO W3THAHHBIA U3 PYCCKOM JKHU3HU BIIACTHOIO
pyxoit Benukoro Ilerpa.

O Ob1 MOJMYAIMB M KAaK-TO YIrPIOMO-COCPENOTOYEH, TMPEACTABIASL MOJHEHIITYIO
IIPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOCTH TOBOPJIMBBIM MOJIOABIM TOBapuInaMm. Mx BecEénblil cMeX, UX HEIPUHYKIEHHAs
00JITOBHS, Ka3aJI0Ch, Y’)KaCHO HETPHIATHO ACHCTBOBAIM Ha Hero. OH JjaXke MOPBIBAJICS 3aMETUTh UM
3TO, HO TIOYEMY-TO CAEPKaJICs, IPOMOITYA U TOJBKO €II€ CypoBee CABHHYJI CBOM T'yCThIE OpPOBH,
OTYero Ha JIOy Jierja pe3kast Tiy0oKas CKiaJka.

Ho mononpie oduuepsl kak Obl U HE 3aMeYajl T'PUMAc CBOETO MOXKHIOTO CIyTHUKA. To
MPOBAIIMBASACH B CHET, TO BBHIOMPAsCh HA TPOIKY, OHU MPOJIOIDKAIM O0NITaTh 6e3 YMOJIKY, OrJjamias
CBOMMH MOJIOJBIMU 3BOHKMMH I'OJIOCAMH TOPKECTBEHHYIO THIIMHY POILH.

— Janeko emé wATH? — COPOCHI OJUH M3 MPEOOPaKEHIEB, BBICOKUH, HEMHOTO JaXKe
TY4YHBII OpIOHET.

— A 4T0, KHA3EHbKA, yCTall, YTO JIM? — OTO3BAJICS IPYrOM, TOKE POCIIBIM U TOKE YEPHSIBBIN
npeoOpakeHell.

— VYcranews Tyr! — 3amerun nepBbii. — Wimb, nopora-to, poBHO 4€pT €€ cmian. S,
IIOYMTal, pa3 JBajlaTb B NPEUCIOTHION Ja3uil no rpyaky. Bon CrenaHeluy, — KHMBHYJI OH B
CTOPOHY HM3EHBKOTO PpBbDKEYcOro oduiiepa, YBEPEHHO MIaraBIIEr0 IO CHEXHOMY KOBpY, —
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Huyero... OH Ha mapkeTe poBHO. ..

— Tax Heboch BenbIMUHOB 3TO MECTO Kak IAThH MAJIbLEB HA JECHUIIE 3HAET; OH YXK CIoJa He
BHepBoii maraet. Tak, yto a1, Muma?

— 3Hamo, Tak! — oTkiIMKHYINCcA BenbsimuHoB. — Yail, Ha TpeTbell Oy IsSIMM B CEKyHJIaHTaX
YHUCIIIOCH.

— Hy, Tbl, ONBITHBII CEKYHJAHT, CKOpPO Jb Mbl NPUAEM? — BOCKIMKHYJI TOT, KOTOPOTO
Ha3BaJIu KHA3EM.

— Ckopo, ckopo, — ycrnokousi ero BenbsiMmuHoB. — EmI€ maroB copok, — Mbl U Y MecCTa.
Takas uynHas nomMHKA ecTh — MOE€ mouTteHue. s caTucakium, KaKUCh, JIYUIIETO MECTa U HE
Haua€meb. /la Thl 4ero TOPONUUILCA-TO? — BAPYT PaCXOXOTABIIKMCh, 3a/1aJ1 BONPOC BenbsiMuHOB. —
Tpycut TBOE CHATENHCTBO aJb ¢ XpaOPOCTH TEPIIEHbS HET?

— Tpymy! — BOCKIMKHYN OpIOHET, Jaxe OCTAaHOBMBIIMCH Ha MuHyTy. — Llyrums,
Mumenbka! U3 pona kHaA3eil bapATHHCKHX TPycOB ITOKA HE BBIXa)KHUBAJIO.

— Jla Oyzer, He KUISATHCh; KOHEUHO, IIydy, — IOCIENIMI 3aMeTUTh BenbsimMuuoB. — Benp
UIIb Pa3ropescsi — IMOJIbIMEM BCIbIXHYI. CEHABHH, MOTJIAN-Ka Ha KHI3EHBKY. ..

— Jla yTto Ha Hero rasaeTh-T0, — oTO3Bajics CensBuH. — Yaii, uzBecTHwI 3amupa. Hu
Bpary, HU JpYry CIIyCKY He JacT.

— Hy yx, Oyaro u s takoB?! — Bo3pasui bapsTunckuii.

— A TO HET, 4To JM... A ¢ JlonropykuM-To ¢ 4ero paccopuics. Tak, ¢ MyCTSIKOB...

— Xopomu nyctsku!..

— A BOT M IOJIAHKA, BOT M NpHULUIM! — KpUKHYJ1 BenpsiMHUHOB, NEpBBIM CBOpayuBas U3
JIOUIMHBI, IO KOTOPOi OHU num oT camoro CyméBa, Ha HEOONbLIYIO JTOXKOUHKY. CHEr Ha 3TOM
MecTe OblT ycepaHo mpumMar. O4eBUIHO, 3Ty JOXKOUHKY MOCEIIani, U Hepeako. M neficTBUTeNbHO,
3JIECh PasbIrpalioch B TOCIETHEE BpeMsl HEMallo KpOBaBBIX Jpak... Bemukuil mpeoOpazoBarelb,
MCKOPEHSBIINN C HEOCTaOHON 3HEprueil BcE, YTO TOJBKO HAMOMMHAIO «IOJITOTONYIO CTapUHY»,
OJTHUM U3 TEPBBIX YHUYTOXKHJI BoXuit cyq M B3aMeH ero Bejel CIOPIIMKaM U OOMKEHHBIM
ABIATHCS K cebe, — «1adbl 6e3 MocnabHOCTH pa3periath UX 0OUIbI U CIIOPHI KPOBHBIE, TIOHEXKE JI0
yecTu kacaemMo». Ho, KoHeuHO, HEeMHOTHE U JJaKe 0YeHb HEMHOT'HE TIOHECIH CBOM JIMYHBIE OOUIBI,
CBOM YacCTHBIE JieJla Ha CyJ] TPO3HOrO0 I1aps, TeM 0oJjiee uTo M Iapio, 3aHATOMY TO OeCHpepbIBHBIMU
BOIHAMH, TO TOCTpOMKaMH TOpPOJOB M KopaOieil, ObUIO Majo BPEMEHM 3aHUMAThCi CHOpPaMH
MeXy nojaHHbIMU. CTpax Ol CHIIEH, pasperieHne oo «boXXbuM mojaemM» U3 cTpaxa MapcKoro
HEBA CHA4aJla OCTaBUJIM, HO IIOTOM CHOBA IPUHSIIUCH 34 INIOCJUHKH, IIOHATHO, YK€ HE I'JIaCHO U He
TOPKECTBEHHO, KaK MPEX/e, a BTUXOMOJKY, IOTaifHO, B TIYXUX MECTax, KyJa He MOT Obl JOCTaTh
30pkuii ria3 napckoro HamectHuka IOpus PomonanosBckoro. M BoT wama CokosIbHMYBEH H
MapbuHO# polll cTaja CKpbIBaTh 3a CBOMMH BEKOBBIMHU CTBOJIAMM NOEIMHINMKOB. CriepBoHauaia
MIOCJUHKH CUJIBHO CMAaxXMBAJIM Ha NPEKHUNM BOXui Cyn — Ipallich B MOJHBIX JOCIEXaX, MEYaMy,
YyTh HE MaJIULIAaMHU. A TTOTOM JIIOH, TOOBIBABIIINE 32 pyOEKOM, B MHBIX 3€MJISX, B HEMETUMHE J1a BO
@paHiuy, IPUBE3IIN OTTYA PACCKA3BI O AYIIALMAX, U AYNISLUN CMEHWIA OKOHYATEIbHO APEBHUM
«boxwuii cyn», HO NOXOMHKAa B MapbHHOH pollle, Kak U MPexae, OCTalach U3I0OJICHHBIM MECTOM
IUIE BCTPEUYM TOPSYMX TOJIOB, JKaXKJABUIMX CMBITh OOWIY KpOBBIO OOMIUMKA, JKEIAaBIIUX
«caTuc(pakuum» ¢ Opy)KHEM B pyKax.

W »sta mpecioByras JOXOMHKAa OblJa OYEHb YHAOOHAa Ui TaKUX «UECTHBIX BCTPEU».
Hocrarouno ynanénnas ot CyméBckoi cno0o/ipl, 0Ha ObUIa CO BCEX CTOPOH OKPY)KE€Ha BHICOKMMU
COCHaMH, TOUYHO OE3MOJIBHAsI CTpaXka 00eperaBIIMMH €€ OT HECKPOMHOTO B3IJIs/Ia JIOOOTIBITHBIX.
31ech, Ha ATOM MOJISTHKE, HEPEIKO, 0OCOOCHHO B MOCIEHEE BPEMs, MTOCIe KOHUYMHBI IPO3HOTO Laps,
o0eIaBIIero MoBECUTh M JKUBOTO M MEPTBOTO M3 MOEIUHIIMKOB, CIBIIIANIOCH JIsi3raHbe cabenb U
pamnup, ¢ TYJIOM pacKaThIBAIUCh MHUCTOJIETHBIC BBICTPENbI, COMPOBOXKIASCH JKATOOHBIM CTOHOM
paHeHbIX... MHOro KpOBaBbIX HCTOPHH Moriu Obl TMoBenaTb TEMHO-3€NEHBIE  COCHBI,
MEJIaHXOJIMYECKH TIISJIEBIINE HA JIOKOMHKY, TIYXO HIyMs 10J BETPOM CBOEIO MIJIMCTOIO JIUCTBO;
MHOI'O CTOHOB IOJCIYyIIAIXM OHU, MHOI'O KPOBH IIEPEBUIAIA OHU HA IIPUTONTAHHOM TPABE JICTHEIO
IIOPOM, HA MPUMITOM CHEr'y 3UMHUX JHEHU. SIpKoe COJIHIIE CYIIUIIO KPOBSHBIEC YU, CHET 3aHOCHII
UX, HO B IIAMTH XBOMHBIX BEJIIMKAHOB 3alleyariienach Kakaas Kalllsd dTOM KpOBHU, KaKIbIH B3J0X
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HECYACTHBIX JIIOJCH, CPAKEHHBIX ITYJICIO WU KIMHKOM IIPOTUBHUKA. ..

Korpa dyerBepo CHYTHUKOB BBIIUIM HAKOHEI] Ha IOJISIHKY, KOTOPYIO TaK pacxXBajuBaj
BenbsiMMHOB, COJHIIE YK€ BBIHBIPHYJIO W3 Tpsibl OOJNAKOB, CIUIOIIHOM TMeENeHON 3aTSHyBLIMX
3aKpaHy TOPHU30HTA, M THUTAHTCKUM BEEPOM PACKMHYJIO CBOM Jy4d MO OJieHO-CHHEMY HeOy.
VYnanu coNHEYHbIE JIy4d U Ha MOJISIHKY, U MTO30JI0TUIIN CTBOJIBI U Cy4Ybsl COCEH, U UX TEMHAas 3€JICHb
TENeph CTajga ropaszio 3eJIeHee, TOYHO IIOCBEKENA Cpasy.

— OpHako MbI nepBbie noxanoBain! — 3ametun CeHsIBUH, J0CTaBas M3 KapMaHa KaM3o0Jia
TPyOOUKY M KHCET C KHACTEPOM 1

— Ilpunyt u oHH... — oTo3BainCsA bapaTuHckuid, — 4 4ai, JloJropykomy He pacuér B Tpycax
MIPOCIBITE. ..

— U 1ebe, Baciok, s BUxKy — 00JIbIIasi 0X0Ta ¢ HUM MOJIPaThesi? — CHpocHil BesnbsMUHOB.

— boJIBIION OXOTBI HET, @ IPOYUUTH €TI0 JKEJIATEIBHO. . .

— IIpoyunts!.. — ckBO3b 3yObl OypKHYJT BCE BpeMsi MOJ4aBHIMM cTapuk. — [IpoyunTs!
CMoTpu, Kak Obl OH T€0s, MAIBYUIIIKY, HE IIPOYYHJI, 1a TAK, YTO BOBEK HE 3a0y/Ielb. ..

BapsTuHCKuit ga)ke B3APOTHYI OT HEOKUJAAHHOCTH U OBICTPO MOBEPHYJICS JIUIIOM K CTApUKY.

— B&I, agr011Ka, KaXUCh, YEM-TO HEOBOJIBHBI? — CJIOBHO U3BHUHSISICh, CIIPOCUII OH.

— IloHATHO, HEOBOJIEH, — OMATh OYpPKHYJ CTapuK, OKUIbIBAasg BapATHHCKOTO CyMpayHbIM
B3rJs110M. — Jla ¥ 10BOJIBHOMY OBITH HedeM. Thl TOJyMail TOJBKO, YTO M3 CEro BOCIOCIEIOBaTh
MOXeET.

BapsiTuHCKUi TOPIO TPSAXHYI T'OJIOBOM, M Mpe3pUTeNIbHAs YAbIOKa APOTHYJA B YIJIax €ro ryo,
YyTb-4yTh IPUKPBITHIX YCAMH.

— S yxe Bc€ oOmyman, Jsionika. 3Hato, Ha YTO Bbl HAaMEK Jeraere, a OOUIBI-TO s HUIKOMY
CITyCKaTh HE HaMepEH, XOTh Oy/Ib TO U3 BPEMEHIIIUKOB BPEMEHIIHK.

— JlypeHs, manasi rojoBa!l — BOCKJIMKHYI CTapblil KHsI3b. — Kol KpoBb OypiuT, Tak yX U
paccynok motepsin! IlomssHM ThI MOE CIIOBO, 4TO BCE cHEe OOOpPOM HE KOHYHUTCSA. 3JHAIO S
JIOJITOpYKUX: OHH APYT 3a APYXKKY FOPOM CTOAT U 32 CBOETO BCSAKOMY TUIOTKY Ileperpbi3yr. Benb
HEINTO Teneph MpeXHUE BpeMeHa, Kak ObiBaio npu Oatromke [lerpe. Teneps, Opart, He TO...

— Ox, Jmamomkal — HeTeprneanuBo OTo3Bajcs bapsaTuHckui, — dYeMmy OBITh, TOMY He
MHHOBaThb, @ MHE BCE PaBHO >KAJIETh HEYEro. YK KOJU Bpaxa, TaK BpaxkJa Ha BCIO XU3Hb. Jla u
yero 6ostbesa-1o? B Ienbim anu B bepé30B monutor, Tak ¥ NOBBIIIE HAC B TEX MecTax MpeObIBaIOT.
BoHn yx Ha uTo Benuka nepcona Ol Anekcanp JlaHunoBnd MeHITUKOB, /1a U TOTO Ha MOOBIBKY B
CHOMPCKUN IPUTOPO/] MOCTANIN. A HAM YTO — MBI JIIOAU ManeHbkue. Tak, uro jau, Muma?

U, noBepuyBmnch k CeHABHHY, MPUIEKHO COCABIIEMY CBOIO TPYOOUKY, OH PacxoXoTajcs
3BOHKHUM BECEJIBIM CMEXOM.

— Hy, a ecnu xHs13p Anekceit MuxailioBU4 ¥ IOEAMHKOBATH ¢ TOOOM HE OyaeT? — CIpoCuI
CTapuK.

— He Oyner? Kak ne Oyner? — Bockinknyn bapsarunckuii. — Jla atroro ObITh HE MOKeT!

— A Bapyr MoxeT. Bapyr Bo3pMET, 1a BMECTO TOrO, 4YT0ObI CAaMOMY IPUNTH, J1a TPyJb CBOIO
[0/l TBOIO IYJIO IOJCTaBJIATb, BO3bMET na AHjpes lBaHoBMua VYimiakoBa ¢ HOJIPYYHBIMH H
npuiui€T. .. UTo ThI TOra AenaTh-To Oyaems?

BapsTuHCKUN BCIBIXHYI 10 OEJIKOB TJ1a3 U TPO3HO CKAJl KyJIaKH.

— Kak 4ro nenars! — kpukHyn oH. — /[la 1 ero BceHapoJHO MOMAJIEIIOM Ha30BY, sl U3 HETO
JIy4UHBI HAIENar... s €ro...

— Ilocroii, mocroii! He ropsianck oueHb-To! UTO THI C HUM cleNaelib, Koraa Oyienib CUAeTh
B nozasaiie TaiiHoil kaHuensipun? A KoJib cKopo K AHapero VBaHOBHUYY B pyKH MOMAAENTb, OH TEOs
JApOM HE OTIIYCTUT.

Bapstunckuit 3amymancsi, Ho HeHajoaro. Yepes MUHYTY ONSITH BecEnasi ycMeIlka npooexana
I10 €rO0 JIULY.

— Bonka GosThcst — B Jiec HEe XOUTh, — cKa3al oH, — Oyzb uTo Oynet! A K0JIb HEHapOKOM

1 Knacrep — nemenxuii copt tabaxa.



nonany B TaliHyto KaHLIEISPUIO, TaK BBl HEOOCH, JS/IIONIKA, MEHS BBI3BOJIUTE. Beb 3TO BBI TOJIBKO
C BUY CEpINTHI, a Ha Jielie-TO Oi-0if Kak MeHs JroouTe!

W oH 1acKOBO 0OXBAaTHUJI CTAPUKA CBOMMH MOTYYHMH PYKaMH.

— byner, Oyner! — cran orbuBarbcs TOoT. — Mimb, 3aaymun coBcem! M Bpémb ThI BCE,
HUCKOJIBKO s TeOs He JI001110, MO0 THI I1ajiasi TOJI0Ba U IyCTO3BOH.

Ho macka muieMsHHUKa MOJEHCTBOBaJia Ha CYpOBOTO CTapuka, MOpPIIMHBI Ha JOy €ro
pasriaagyiIiCh U Iaa3a CTalu IIAAeTh MEHee CyMPayHo.

— Jla, Benukoe emié Tede cuacTbe, — CKa3al OH Yepe3 MUHYTY, — YTO €CTh Y Hac Jiazeika K
e¢ BoicouecTBYy JIuzaBere IlerpoBue. [lait et bor 310poBbs, oHa Hac B obuay He Aaér. Tonbko
MOTOMY 5l U HE Talry Teds OTCIOZa 3a BOPOT, YTO KOJIU CIIy4HTCs Oe/ia, TaK €CTh XOTh YIETIUTHCS 32
4TO, a TO OBl HU BOBEK TeOe HE MO3BOJINI MOCTUHKOBATb.

B 510 Bpems U3 JECHOM Yalu JOHECCSA XPYCT CIOMABIIEHCS BETKH, IOCIBIIIAIUCE YbU-TO
rojoca, ¥ B IPOCBETE TPOIIMHKHU ITOKA3aJI0Ch HECKOJIBKO (UTryp.

— Aif, OaTromku! — BockinkHya CeHsIBUH, OBICTPO CTPSIXHMBasi Mernes ¢ CBoel TpyOouku, —
Ka)KUCh, ¥ BIPSAMb YIIAKOBCKHE MPUCIEIIHUKNA UIYT!

bapaTvuHCKHMM HEPBHO B3IPOTHYJI U YCTpEMHUI TIJjla3a B IPOCBET, TIJ€ YEPHEIUCh
npuOIMKaBIINECS PUTYPBHI.

— byner myrku-to mytuts! — 3ameTws BenpsMHHOB, — 3TO caMm KHA3b Ajekcei
MuxailsloBU4 CO TOBapUILHU KalTyeT.

BenbsimunoB He ommbces. He ycren oH 10KOHUUTH cBOel (hpas3bl, Kak U3 Yalld Ha JOKOMHKY
BHIIIIM Tpoe o¢uiiepoB CeMEHOBCKOTO MOJIKA, OAWH W3 KOTOPBHIX, LIENIIMKA BIEPEAN BBICOKHMA
CTaTHBIN KpacaBel, 1 OblI KHA3b Anekceit Muxaiinosuy Jlonropykuii. Korna B3rnsg bapstunckoro
yhnain Ha ero juuo, Bacunuii MaTBeeBHY 3700HO YCMEXHYNICS M TOTYac e OTBEN Iia3a B
MPOTHBOIIOJIOKHYIO CTOPOHY. JlONTOpYKMil 3aMeTHJI 3TO M B CBOIO Oodepelb OpOCHJI Ha CBOETO
MPOTHUBHUKA B3TJIS1/T HEIPUMHUPUMOU 371005I.

— A BBl onozjany, rocnoja, — 3aMeTu1 CeHsBHH, APYXECKU 3J0pPOBasCh CO CIyTHUKAMHU
Jonropykoro.

— Jla BuIIb, JOPOTA-TO KaKas: pasa JBa KoJbIMara rajaina, YyTh KOHH HOT He 00JIoMau.

JloAropykuii mpe3pUTeNTbHO YCMEXHYJIICS U MIPOIIEIUI CKBO3b 3yOBI:

— HebomnbImoe aeno, Koy Mmook aanu, He BEJHKH TEPCOHBI-TO!

CeHsIBUH MOKPACHE U PE3KO CIIPOCHIL:

— Tak 4TO0 ke, mpUcTynaTb MOXHO?

— Ilpucrynaire, — OTBETUI OJUH U3 CIIyTHUKOB /[0IrOpyKOro, IOHMXKe pOCTOM, — 332 HAMHU
3aJIepKKH HOHE He OyJIeT.

— Jla mockopeil KOHYalTe BCIO 3Ty 4YemyXy, — BCTynwics Jlonropykuil, HepBHO TepeOs
BBIMYILKY CBOETO IIEroibckoro kamzosa. CeHsBUH oToIIéN K BenbsiMHHOBY, M 3areM 00a OHH
Ha4ajy OIPUTOTOBJIEHUS K IOECIUHKY.

— A YBMMH THUCTONSIMU OyJeTe CTpenAThCsi? — cHpocus BenbsiMUHOB, o0pamasich K
IIPOTUBHUKY.

— MHe Bcé€ paBHO, — 0TO3BaJICA [J0JIrOpyKHUH.

— U mHe Tak xe, — oTrBeTWI bapaTHHCKUI.

— Tak, 3HauuT, Mo xpeduro, — pemmn CensBuH. — bpocaii, Mumyk, msarak. Komu opén
BBINAJIET, — 3HAYUT, HAIIH [TUCTOJIH.

BenbsaMuHOB 1OCTAN IIATAaK U BBICOKO IOAIIBBIPHYJI €r0 KBEpXY. MOHETa ynajia OpJioM.

— Hy Bot n nagHo! — BocknukHyn CeHsBuH. — Teneps U 3apsykaTh MOXKHO.

B34B AmuK ¢ nmucroneTaM, OH OTOLIEN BMECTE ¢ OJHUM M3 CEKYHIAHTOB JloJIrOpykoro B
ctopoHy. Iloka MM IPUTrOTOBIIEHMS, MOKA CEKYHJAHTBHI 3apshKald IMHMCTOJIEThI, OCMAaTPUBAIU
KPEMHU U MOJKJIAbIBAIN IBIKHU, IOKA OHU Pa3MEPSIN pacCTOSIHUE, IPOTUBHUKH, KaK HU B UéM HE
ObIBAJIO, CJIOBHO 3TH IMPUTOTOBJIICHUS JENANNCh HE JUISI HUX, He oOpalagy Ha 3TO HU MaJIeHIIero
BHUMaHUA. JIONrOpykuii MEUIEHHBIM LIaroM MpPOXa)XUBAJCs MO JIOLUIMHKE, IOTJaXHUBas IO
BpeMEHaM CBOM OpHTHIH Mo100POI0K, a BapATHHCKUI BIOJT0JI0CA Pa3roBapuBall CO CBOUM JISJIEH.

— Buaure, AsAK0IIKa, BB COBEPLICHHO HAIIPACHO MEHS IIyTr'aJld, — FOBOPUII OH.

5



— Hy, na Benp Aeno-to emé He KOHYMIOCh, — OTO3BAJICS CTapbIi KHA3b, — MOJ0XKIU, YTO
emé Bepeau OyJerT.

— Jla Huvero u He OyzeT, — caMOyBEpPEHHO OTo3BaJIcsl bapsATHHCKUIN, — BCaxy eMy IIyIIO B
€ro TIYIyIo ToJoBy — 1 Oacra!

— XBaluch, XBaUCh, AHUKA-BOWH, KaK Obl OH TeOs mpexae He ykokomuia! OH CTPEeNIoK-To
3HATHBIHU, C JIETY NTHILY OBET!

— Hy u 1 TeM e noxBacrarbCst MOT'y, — 3aMeTHII bapsATHUHCKUI.

— Ox, He nmaii ['ocroau, — B3JOXHYN CTapblii KHSI3b, — €CJIM U BIPSMb y Bac JEJNO 10
cypbésza noiaér! Koab u BOpSAMb THI MOACTPEIHIIL KHs35 AJIEKCess HACMEPTh, HUYEro JA00poro ot
toro He Oyner: 3arpbyT Hac Jlonropykue! Iloxanyi, Torna u npuHuecca JluzaBera He TOMOXET.
Vix TbI, Bacenbka, cTpensii kak-HuOyzap noomnaciuseil. Hy, mopasp ero, 4ro ... a HaCMepTh OUThH
HE HaJO.

bapaTuHCKUN 3BOHKO PacX0XOTaJCs.

— Ox, pamomika, Hacmenmu!.. Hy, Tak 1 ObITh, TOJIBKO AJIS1 BAC OTOPBY €My IyJel yXo...

W oH onats pacxoxoTascsa. CMex ero goctur 1o ciyxa J{oaropykoro, TOT HEpBHO B3AEPHYI
le4aMM M CHOBa Opocui 3J00HBIM B3MVIAL B CTOPOHY BCE TPOJIOJDKABIIETO CMESThCS
bapsarunckoro.

— Wb, rpoxoder! — mpoueaus oH CKBO3b 3yObl M TMOTOM, 00pamiasich K CEKyHIaHTaM,
KpuKHYT: — Jlosaro Bbl Tam Oynete konatbes? Henbss au nmockopeit!

— l'otoBo! — oT03Basica CeHsiBUH H, nonoiad k Jloaropykomy ¢ HUCTOJETAMU B pyKax,
npubasmi: — M3BonbTe BoIOMpaTh! — JloAropykuii pe3ko BHIXBATUII Y HETO OJIUH U3 IMUCTOJIETOB U
B3B&N Kypok. OcraBumiics nucroser CeHsaBUH nepenan baparuackomy.

— K 6apbepy! — BockMKHY! BenbsiMUHOB.

[IpOTUBHUKM MEJUIEHHO TOJOIIIM K Ha3HAYeHHBIM MeECTaM, TIJIeé BHUJHEITUCHh 3(ech
BOTKHYTBIX B CHEr caleilb, 3aTéM OTBECWIM JpPYr IPYry IEPEMOHHBIM TMOKJIOH W 3aMepiid B
HEIOIBUKHOM 1103€, N0KUAAACh CUTHAJIa BenbsMuHOBaA.

O0a oHM KazaJHCh COBEPIICHHO CIOKOWHBIMH. HU OIMH MyCKyn He Jpo’kal Ha MX JIUIE,
Jaxe Kpacka He cOexana ¢ pa3pyMsIHEHHBIX JETKMUM MOpPO30M HIEK, M TOJBKO IO TIJa3aM
Jloaropykoro, 6€COKOHHO OeraBIIMM W3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, MOXHO OBLIO 3aMETUTh, YTO OH
HEMHOT'O BOJIHYeTCs. BenbsIMUHOB, CTOSIBIINK Y caMoro 6apbepa, caesain HECKOJIbKO [IaroB Ha3aj v
3BYYHBIM T'OJIOCOM IIPOU3HEC:

— Pa3!
O0a MpOTUBHHKA BBITSAHYIN PYKH U CTAIU IEIUTHCS.
— JIBa! — ckazan BenbssIMUHOB ¥ 3aT€M, HEMHOTO IOMOJIYaB, KpUKHYI: — Tpu!

JIBa BBICTpeNla TYJIKO pacKaTWIMCh MO JiecHOW dwamie. JloOuWHKa Ha MUHYTY 3aKyTajach
o01akoM JIpIMa, a KOrJa JIbIM paccesuics, CEKYHAAaHThl BapATHHCKOrO YBUAEIH €ro JeKalluM Ha
CHETY...

Ma.a ll
FpomoBoM yaap

[TepBbIM mO0EkKaN K HEMOABIKHO Jiexariemy bapstuackomy CensBuH. OH CTOST K HEMY
OMIKe BCeX M 3aMeTHJI, Kak KHsA3b Bacunuit MaTBeeBUY ¢ THXUM CTOHOM OITYCTHJICS HA CHET TOCIIe
TOT0, KaK MpO3BYYaIH BBICTPENbl. BapsATHUHCKHI JieXkall HaB3HUYb C COBEPILIEHHO MOMEPTBEIBIM
JIMIIOM, U C IIEPBOTO B3IJIAAa Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO KU3Hb YK€ MOKUHYNA ero Moryuee Teino. Ilo 3enénomy
CYKHY MYHJIUPa BUJIach CTpyHKa KpOBH U, cOerast Ha CHET, OKpallliBaya ero B ajblil 1IBET.

— VYout! Bacsi, Muibiit! — BOCKIIMKHYJ CTapblil KHs3b, oaderas Beies 3a CEeHIBUHBIM.

CeHsIBMH IpyCTHO IIOKayaj roJIOBOM M MPOMOJIBUIL:

— JlomxkHo, HanoBai. Wb, nryuunit ceiH, Kak BepHo HameTusics! [lounraii, B camoe cepate.

W oH yka3an Ha yepHeBIlIee HA CYKHE MYHIUPA OTBEPCTUE, OTKY/AA COUMIIACH KPOBb.

— Ax, Bacsa, Bacsa! — rpyctHo B3noxHyn crapuk. — He mnociymancs MeHs, cTaporo
BEII[YHA, BOT U MOIUIATUIICS. MOJIOAOM >KU3HBIO!..
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U oH oTép pykaBOM CBOEi IIIyObl HABEPHYBILUECS HA TJ1a3a CIE3BI.

— Jla, MoxeT, OH emeé KuB, — poOKO 3aMeTHyI BenbsIMUHOB, HAKIIOHSSICh HAJ| JICKABIINM
HEIOIBUYKHO JIPYTOM.

CeHsIBMH N€YaJIbHO MaxHYJl PYKOH.

— Kaxoe uB!.. Hemro He BUAMIIL: U0 CUHETh HAUMHAET.

— A MOXET, )KUB, — OIISITh NOBTOPUJI BenbsIMUHOB, — MHOM COBCEM MEPTBELl MEPTBELIOM, a
rasaub — BeIXoAT. [locToli-ka, S cepaue nocayuaro.

W oH, cTaB Ha KOJIEHH, TOPOIUIMBO, APOKALUIUMH PYKaMU Hauyal pPAacCTErMBaTh KPIOUKU
karana. Hakonen kadran ObuT paccTéruyT, U BenbsIMMHOB IpMOKaJICs yXOM Kak pa3 K TOMY MECTY
I'pyaH, TIe YEpHENa paHKa.

[Ipomno HECKOJIBKO MIHOBEHHMH, NOKa3aBIMXCS CeHABUHY M CTapOMY KHS3I0 IIEJIOI0
BEUHOCTHIO. 3aTauB JbIXaHUE, OHU CTapaJIMCh 10 ULy BenbsiMuHOBA yrajiaTh, CIBIIIMT OH WIH HET
Ouenue cepama. VM uem JoJblie TAHYIach HEM3BECTHOCTb, YEM JIOJNBINE MPUCITYIIMBAJICS
BenpsMUHOB, TEM Ie4yallbHEE CTAHOBUIIUCH UX JIMLA.

— Her, — wennyn crapslii KHsI3b, — JIOJIKHO, HUYETO HE CIIBIXATh. ..

U ronoc ero aporuyi, o0opBacs, U B HEM MOCIBIIIATIOCH PhIIaHUE.

Ho BoT BenbsMIUHOB TIOJHSIT TOJIOBY U € BECENOM YIBIOKOW BOCKIMKHYI:

— JKus, xuB, eii-0ory, xkuB! XOTh H TUXO CTYYHT CEpALE, a BCE K CTy4HT!..

— Hy, cnaBa bory! — wncToBO mepekpecTuics crapblii KHI3b. — A yXK 4, ObUIO, BCSKYIO
HAJEK Iy OTEPSIL.

— Hy, teneps MemuTh Heda, JaBaiiTe-Ka JOTALMM €ro 10 KOJBIMaru, a TaM IOCKOpee K
nomy!

U ¢ stumu cnoBamu BenbsIMUHOB NIPUIIOTHSUT TIOYTH O€3/bIXaHHOTO bapsaTHHCKOTO 3a Miieyn
1 KpukHya CeHsBUHY:

— A TB1, MUuTs, Oepu ero 3a HOTH.

— Her, tak HEyn00HO, — BCTYNWICS CTapblil KHI3b, — JTaK, KOJHU OH €lI€ JKUB, BBl U3 HETO
JOPOTOM BCIO AYILY BBITPSICETE.

— Taxk He OpocaTh ke ero 3aech! — 3amerun CeHsBUH, yXe cxBaTUBIIUI bapsTuHCcKoTO 32
HOTH.

— 3ayem OpocaTb! A MBI JydIlle BOT KakK C/IEIaeM: MOJIOKUTE €ro Ha MOIO IIyOy Jla U HeCUTe
OepexxkHo, 4ToOBl TpAckM He OblIo. [la paHy-TO 4yeM-HUOyAb 3aTKHUTE, @ TO OH BECh KPOBBIO
U30MJET.

[Toxa BenbsMHHOB 3aThlKayl BCE €IIE COUMBIIYIOCS KPOBBIO paHy OOPBIBKOM pyOaIlkw,
CTapuK CKUHYJ C ce0si CBOIO OapxaTHyI0, MOJOUTYI0 coboneMm mry0y W pazocTian €€ Ha CHETYy.
3areM OHHU BCe BTPOEM OEPEIKHO MEpeNokKMIn bapaTHHCKOTO Ha 11y0y ¥ MEIJICHHO MOHECIH €ro Mo
TPOIHUHKE, TT0 KOTOPOI Kakoil-HUOyIb yac TOMY Ha3aj OHU 1M, TaK BeceJo cMesich U Oonras. Beé
BpeMsl, 0K MPOUCXO/IUIIA 3Ta CIIeHa, KHA3b JlONTOPYKHl ¥ €ro CIyTHUKH Jep)KaJiCh 0COOHSIKOM,
MoJI4a MOTJISAbIBas HA TO, YTO MPOUCXOIWIIO OKO0JIO Tena bapsitunckoro. M Tonbko Toraa, Korzaa
nevanbHas MPOLECCHsl CKPbUIACH 3a CTBOJIAMHU KAJIOOHO IIYMEBIIMX IMOJ HAaOEKaBUIMM BETPOM
coceH, Anekcell MuxaioBU4 LIBBIPHYJ B CHET IUCTOJIET, KOTOPBIM BCE €LIE AepKall B pyKax, U
BOCKJIMKHYJI CO 3JI0H, HEXOPOIIEH YIBIOKOM:

— Bort aypaku-to! OHM 1 BIIpsIMBb HaZICIOTCS, YTO OH OKUBET.

— A JIOBKO ThI €ro, KHsI3€HbKa, CMa3zail! — OTO3BaJICS OJUH U3 €ro COTOBApHILEH,
Ipanopiuk bapcykoB, — Kaxuce, B caMoe CepALe yroqul.

JloJIropykuii ¢ caMOIOBOJIBHBIM BHJIOM IIOTEP PYKH.

— Jla yx, a0 o MHe! OXyJKH Ha pyKy HE HOJIOXKY 2| Toxe, aypak, catuchakiuy 3axore!

— Jla u3 yero y Bac neno-to BbIILIO? Pacckaxku TONKOM! — CHpOCUI IPYroil CeKyHIaHT,
KH:3b JIBICKOB.

— Jla Bc€ u3-3a 3TOM, U3-3a KHSOKHBI AHHBI BacuJIbeBHBL.

2 OXyJKH Ha pyKy HE MOJIOKY — HE OI030pIOCh, He Oy/Iy MopHUIIaeMm.
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— WN3-3a Pyguunxoit? — cnpocun bapcykoB. — Yero ke Bbl ¢ HUM HE OAETUIN?

Jlonropykuii TpeHeOPEeKUTENHHO TIOKAN IIJICYaMHU.

— Kax yero He mogenunu? B conepHuku MmHe 3anucaicsa! Bremsmunock emy B TIIyIyro
Oamky, 9yto AHHa BacunpeBHa K HeMy JIOOOBHbBIE YyBCTBAa NHTAET, — HY, BOT OH HAa MEHS U
B30eneHmiIcs. 3aueM-e s TaM ObIBaro J1a 3a4eM C Hell pa3roBopsl pasroBapuBaio? Hy, kak-To pa3 u
JOTOBOPWJIM MBI C HUM KPYITHO, NMPUBS3AJICS OH KO MHE, s ero u oopyrain. Hy, a on carucdaximu
notpedoBai. Bot emy u carucgaxius!

W oH pacxoxoTaiics 3JIbIM HEPUATHBIM CMEIIKOM.

— Hy, uro xe, pebsara, — 3aroBOpui OH, OKOHUMB CMESThCS — HE HOUEBaTh XKe 37iech! Alina
1o fomam!

W oH TOpOIUIMBBIMM IIaramu BBIIIENT Ha TPOIKY, IO KOTOPOM HECKOJBKO MHMHYT Ha3aj
npoHecTy 0eCUyBCTBEHHOE TEJIO €r0 MPOTUBHHUKA.

Henanexo or MsACHMLKUX BOpPOT, KaK pa3 B TOM MECTE€, I'Ie BUJHEIUCh Pa3BAIIMHBI CTCHBI
benoro ropona, CTosul NMPU3EMUCTBIM ABYXITAXKHBIA JIOM, ITOCTPOCHHBIN, OYEBUIHO, B HEIABHEE
Bpems. OO 3TOM TOBOPHJIO U OTCYTCTBHE TEPEMHBIX BBIIIEK, €IIE BCTPEUABIIMXCS Ha CTapbIX
00SpCKUX OMaXx, U IUIOCKAs YepenuyHas Kpbllla Ha FOJUIaHACKUNA MaHep, U Kakasi-TO CXKaTOCTh U
MPUIABIEHHOCTh TNPSMOJMHEHHOW MOCTPOMKH, COBCEM HE HAllOMMHABIIEH NPEXKHUX Yycaned
JOTMETPOBCKOr0 BpeMeHH. OIHOro B3ryfga Ha 3TOT JIOM ObUIO COBEPIIEHHO JOCTATOYHO, YTOO
yOeInuThCs, YTO OTY TMOCTPOWKY BO3BOAWI HOBBI YEJIOBEK, BCKOPMIIEHHHK IETPOBCKOTO
LIapCTBOBAHMS, IPUBEPIKEHEL] HOBBIX MTOPSIAKOB U HOBBIX B3IJISI0B HA )KU3Hb.

Hopedopmennas Pycy TpeboBana mupu, OHa HE yMmella IOTUTbCS B TEX TOJUIAHJICKUX
Ma3aHKaX, KOTOpbIE BBIPOCIH HA TOTKHX HEBCKUX Oeperax. Uem 3HaTHee ObUT OOSpHH, TEM OOJIbIIIE
MecTa 3axBaThlBajla €ro ycajn0a, TeM Oojblne n30, ceHel M MPUCEHKOB BBIPACTalo 3a AyOOBBIM
THIHOM, OOXBATHIBABIIMM TpaHMLBI ero BiageHuid. Ho mpumep maps-npeoOpazoBartessi, I0Jroe
BpeMsl JKMBIIETO B W30YIIKE B OJHY KOMHATY, Jajl TOJYOK COBEPLICHHO IPYrMM MOHATHAM. U
NTEHIIBI ero HAPCTBOBaHMS, ONMKaWIINe COBETHUKH €ro JISSTHHM, OJUH Mepel ApyruM HarepeOon
TOYHO XBACTAJIIUCh TECHOTOM M HEYZOOCTBOM CBOMX JOMHILEK, CTaBIIMX MO cTOpoHam HeBckoii
nepcnekTuBbl. Ho, KOHEYHO, 3TO XBAaCTOBCTBO IMPOUCXOAWIIO, IJIaBHBIM 00pa3oM, OT HEJOCTaTKa
CTPOMTENBHOTO MaTepHaia. boJIoTHCThIE NMPHHEBCKHE OKPECTHOCTHM COBCEM HE H300MIIOBAIN
CTPOEBBIM JIECOM U B OOJIBIIMHCTBE CIy4aeB OBUIM MOKPBITHI MEJIKUM KYCTAPHUKOM, CKPHIBABIIUM
Kak Obl JKMBOM HM3ropoJpl0 TONMM M MOYaXHHbI. biaromaps Tako-TO CKYJOCTH CTPOUTEIbHBIX
MaTepuasioB nepBoe Bpems B [letepOypre, 3a nckimoueHueM JletHero aBopia ga MEHIIUKOBCKOTO
70Ma, He OBIJIO HM OJHOTO JBYX3T@XHOrO 37aHusi. COBEpLICHHO €CTECTBEHHO, YTO JIIOJH,
MPUBBIKIINE K METEpOYPrCKUM MOCTpOHKaM, U B MOCKBY 3aHECIH TOT e IIa0JIOH, KOTrja MM
IIPULUIOCH CTPOUTHCS 3€ECh.

A xHsa3p Bacunuii CeménoBuu PynHuikuii, KOTOpOMy M IpHUHAUIEkKAT A0OM Y MSCHHULIKHX
BOpOT, mpoxwui B [lerepOypre OOMNBIIYyIO MOJIOBUHY CBOEH >KH3HH, IO CAMBIX MOCIECIHUX JHEH
IIETPOBCKOIO LIAPCTBOBAHMSL.

Ero ponoBas BoTunHa Ob11a mox Spocnasnem. Kusa3psa PyqHuiikue npoucxoanim u3 ApeBHETo
poJia TMTOBCKUX BBIXOJLEB, MpHUILIeIINX Ha Pych emé Bo Bpemena Bacuiusg Témuoro. Ouu nonarue
roAbl JKWJIA B CBOUX SPOCIABCKUX IIOMECTBSX, TOJBKO M3pEAKa HABEIABIBAsACH KO IBODY,
NPENOYNTas TUXYIO U CKPOMHYIO JIOJIIO CTEHHBIX IMOMEIIMKOB OJIECKY M TMOYECTSM MPUIBOPHBIX
nomxHocTed. Y TakoBbl ObuM MOYTH Bce PymHMIIKME OT 3aJaBHUX BPEeMEH 10 TOCIEAHUX THEH.
Pe3kuM HCKIIIOYEHMEM OKa3alICs TOJIBKO IOCJIEIHUN IIPEACTABUTENb KHSDKECKOro pona, Bacumui
CeménoBuu. Bo Bpemena mpasinenust Codou u BragsidectBa ['onmipina Bacwimio CemEHoBHUy
IIPUILIIOCH 10 ABAALATOMY TOJYy 4yTh JM HE B OJHO BPEMsI MOTEPATH U OTHA U MaTb. OCTaBIINChH
CHPOTOIO, OH CHayayia ropsio ObUIO MPUHSIICS 32 TOMECTHOE X03SHUCTBO, HO THUXasl CEIbCKas KU3Hb
CKOpO IpucKydywsia emy. Ero MaHuma napyras noJis, Apyras >XU3Hb, HE HCIOJIHEHHAs TaKoIo
MEPTBEHHOI'O ITOKOS, a MOJIHAS CIABHBIX J€J1 U TPOMKHX MOABUroB. Ero Manuia Mocksa, koTopoi
TaK U30eraiu ero Mpeaky, ero TAHYJIO0 KO ABOPY, I/I€ COBEPIIATINCH TAKUE TUKOBUHHBIC JeNa, CIyXU
0 KoTopbIX noberamu u 1o Spocnasis. Crpeneukuit Oynt, nagenue Co¢pru u Bouapenue Ilerpa
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pemmn ero kosebanus. EMy camMomy 3axOoTenoch yBHIATh 3TOTO MOTYYero OpJEHKa, OJHUM
B3MaxOM €][Ba OMNEPUBIIMXCS KpPbUIbEB MOOEAMBIIET0 CBOMX BparoB M JapoBaBIIErO MHUpP H
CIOKOMCTBHE A0TOJNE MATYIIelcs Pycu. EMy 3axoTenock nociyxuThk Mojoaomy 1apio. Camomobue
MIOJICKA3bIBAJIO €MY, YTO OH Oy/IeT He MOCIEIHUM B PsiiaX CIOJIBHYKHUKOB HOBOTO IIapcTBOBaHUs. U
BOT B OJMH IpeKpacHbll AeHb Bacunuii CeMEHOBUY, NOPYUYUB YIIPABICHUE IIOMECTHEM CTapOMY
ISbKE, CEJ1 B JOPOKHYIO KOJIBIMAry U OTIpaBuics B MOCKBY.

[letpy HyXHBI ObLTM HOBBIC JIIOJM; BO3JBHUTas HOBOE 3/IaHHUE PYCCKOTO TrOCyaapcTBa, OH
OTBICKMBaJl paOOTHHUKOB, CHOCOOHBIX MOMOYb €My, YYXKIBIX MPEAPACCYAKOB IMPOIIJIOr0 BPEMEHH.
OpAuHBIN B3Iy I0HOTO Iaps MOJAMETHII B KHs3¢ PyTHUIIKOM eclii He TeHUabHbIE CIIOCOOHOCTH,
TO OO0JIBIIIOE caMOJIIOOKe, KOTOpPOEe B MHBIX JIIOJSIX CTOMT Jopoxe TamaHtoB. U II€rp He ommobcs.
Bacwimit Cem&éHoBHUY ObUT IeTbHBIM OMOIIHUKOM BO BCEM, KyJa HalpaBiIsjla €ro Hapckas BOJIS, U
CyMeII 3aCIy’)KUTh TaKo€ pacnoJiiokenue Bemukoro Ilerpa, 4To K KOHIly €ro apCTBOBAHUS OH YK€
YUCIWJICS B YMHE TAHOTO COBETHHKA, ObUI CEHATOPOM M JaKe IOXKaJoOBaH ObLI I[apCKOM
TabakepKoil — Harpaja, BbIlaBiias Ha J10Jit0 HeMHorux. Ho co cMmeprthio IleTpa koHuYmMnace u spa
€ro CIyKeOHBIX YCIEeXOB. MEHIIMKOB, HEB3ITIOOMBINHUN 3a YTO-TO KHs3s8 PynmHuiikoro, depes
HECKONIbKO JHeW mocine cmeptu Iletpa mpusBan ero k cebe M CKa3zal JAcKOBBIM, HO He
JOIYCKABIIUM BO3PaKEHUS TOHOM:

— 3Haemb, JIpyr, 4To s Tebe MPUCOBETYIO: ye3xkail-ka Tol u3 Ilurepa momoOpy-mo3nopoBy.
3nenrHuil Bo3ayX TeOe He Ha TOJB3Yy. BHIIE ThI, ¢ TUIIAa KAKOW KUCBIN A2 ®KENTHIN cTan!

Bacunmnit CeMEHOBHY NPEKPACHO MOHS, YTO O3HAYAJIU €ro CJI0BA, CIIOPUTH C BCECUIIBHBIM
BPEMEHILUKOM €MY He IIPUXOUIIOCH, U OH TOJIBKO CIIPOCHIL:

— Kyna xe MHe exarb?

— Jla moe3xkait xoTh B MockBy. ThI, Kaxuch, B Heil naBHO He ObiBal. [locTpoit cebe Tam
xubapy Jia ¥ ’KUBH Ha 37J0pOBbe!

N npu nocneguux cioBax MEHINIMKOB Jaxke IO IUIEYy IOTPENal pPacTepsBLIETOCs
Pyanurkoro.

U BoT TakuMm-To 06pasom Bacunmit CeménoBuy, 3a0paB *eHY U J109b, OTIIPABUIICS C HUMU B
MoCKBY, OTKYITIJI TaM IICTOBABIIYI0 Y MSCHUIIKMX BOPOT 3€MIIIO U TIOCTPOMIT XOPOMBI 110 00pasity
neTepOyprckKuX Mas3aHOK, TOJBKO TMOOoblIe Ja MoBbinle jAa mnoyioTHee. Kenwics Bacummii
CeménoBuu B IlerepOypre Ha ponctBennuiie ['onoBkuna, Enene AnnpeeBHe MaHCypoBOH, U OT
3TOro Opaka yepes3 MIeCTh JIeT UX CYNPYXKECKOH KU3HU y HUX POAMIIAch J10Yb, Ha3BaHHAs AHHOM, B
yecth MaTepu Bacmnus CeménoBuua. IlepBbie rojpl KHsDKHA AHHA HE T0JIb30BANach OOJBIION
m000BBI0 0THA. OTYACTH 3TO MPOUCXOAMIIO OT TOTO, YTO OH OBLT 3aHAT CIYX)OOW, OTYACTH OT TOTO,
4YTO €€ POXKJICHHUE Pa3pyLIMIIO HALCKIbl KHA3A PyJHUIIKOrO MMETh HACJIEIHUKA CBOEMY CIaBHOMY
uMenu. Ho co BpemeHeMm ocTpasi 00Jib HECOBIBIIUXCS HAEXK yJEriach, JeBoYKa obernana ObITh
IIPEXOPOILICHBKOM, W Majo-IIOMally KHA3b MPUBA3AICA K HEH, K BEIUKOM panoctu EieHbl
AH/IpeeBHBI, OOSIBILICHCS, YTO MYXK HE MOJTIOOUT JJ0Yb.

Jla u Henb3s ObUIO HE MOJII0OUTE MOJIOYIO KHSKHY BbIicokasi, craTHas, OHa B CEMHAALATH JIET
— Korja 3acTaéT e€ Hall paccka3z — ObLIa MOJOKUTEIFHON KpacaBUIIEH, pe3KO BBIIEISISCH JaKe B
oOIieM IBETHUKE TMBIIHBIX OOSIPCKUX J0YEK cTapoil MOCKBBI, KpacoTa KOTOPBIX TOTJa IOYTH
BollJIa B mocioBully. Korma kHsbkHa AHHa ObiBajia Ha accaMOuiesiX, TIOYTH HACHUIIBHO BEIEHHBIX
IlerpoM, HO IPUBUBIIMUXCS OYEHb CKOPO, — LEJIBIA POM MOJIOJAEKU OKpYXKal €€, *KaJaHO JIOBS
KaKJ0€ €€ CJI0BO, KaXKIBIA B3MIAN €€ OONbIIMX TEMHO-CHHUX Tha3. Becénas, roBopimBasi,
CO3HABaBIIasi MPEKPAcHO CHIIy CBOEW KpacoTbl, AHHa BacuibeBHa Oblla pOBHA, OJMHAKOBA CO
BCEMH, HE OT/aBasi HUKOMY 3aMETHOI'O MPEIIIOYTEHHUs, U TOJBKO KH:A3bs [losropykuit na Bacunmii
MarBeeBny bapsATuHCKUE TpeAnosiaragd, YTO CepJle KpacaBUIbl ObETCS CHIIbHEE B UX
IIPUCYTCTBUH, YTO KpacKa, 3aJIMBaroLIas €€ JIMLO, KOT1a OHHU 3ar0BapUBaIOT C HEIO, CIYXKUT SIBHBIM
MPU3HAKOM €€ JTF0O0BHOTO PACIIONIOKECHHUSL.

Ho Hu TOT, HM JIpyroil He XOTenu yOEeIUTHhCS B CIPABEUIMBOCTH CBOMX HPEINOI0KEHUH,
MEPETOBOPUB O TOM C CaMOKO KHSDKHOU. OCOOEHHO B 3TOM OTHOIIEHUH OBLT POOOK M 3aCTCHYUB
baparunckuii. B npucyTcTBUM KHSKHBI OH COBEPILIEHHO TEPSUICA, KPAaCHEN, KaK JIEBUIA, U TOJIBKO
JOJTUM BIIOOJIEHHBIM B30pOM clelu 3a Hewo. M kKorjga moporo e€ Jgyde3apHbId B3I Majan Ha
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HEro, KOorja €My yJIaBaJoCh MOJMETHTh Ha €€ MyXJbIX, TaK ¥ MaHMBIIMX K MOLENyI0, T'yOKax
JIACKOBYIO YABIOKY 1O €ro ajpecy, Bacwiuniit MaTrBeeBud 4yBcTBOBaJ ceOsi HaBepXy OJIaXKEHCTBA, U,
IpWKUMas PyKy K JIEBOH MOJIOBUHE TPYAU, K TOMY MECTY, TJIe TPENETHO OUJIOCH €ro BIIOOIEHHOE
cepAle, OH IIenTall:

— boxe! Kak ona xopoma! Kaxk s mo0umo eé!

Anna BacunbeBHa 3Hanma 00 ero JroOBH, Kak 3HaJia ¥ O TOM, 4TO W KHs3b Jlomropykuit
M3BOJIMJI B TIOCIIEJIHEE BpeMsi oOpaTuTh Ha He€¢ cBOE OnarockioHHoe BHUMaHue. Ho ecnu Obl eif
MPUIILIOCH CEPHE3HO OTBETUTH HA BOMPOC, KTO U3 HUX €il 0OJIbllle HPAaBUTCS, KOTO MPHUATHEE Yallle
BUJAaTh, K KOMY JIGXKHUT Oojblie e€ cepiale, — OHa, MOKalyid, HEe cMoryia Obl JaTh BIOJHE
HCKPEHHETO OTBETA.

O6a onmu, u J[onropykuii u bapsaruHckuii, Obutn KpacaBubl. O0a OHM OTIMYAIHCH H
AJIETaHTHOCTBIO MaHep, U YTOHYEHHBIM oOpalieHueM (paHIly3cKoro odpasiia, TOrjaa BXOIUBIINM
TOJIKO 4TO B MOJy. Eif mpuatHO ObUIO BUAETH 000UX; €€ CeplieuKo OJMHAKOBO CHIJIBHO OMIIOCH U
Toraa, Korga e€ B3TJsA Hajayl Ha 3acTeHuumBoro bapsruuckoro... Kazanocek, yTo oHa JOOMT HX
000MX U, BO BCAKOM Ciydae, HE MOXKET PelIuTh, KOMY U3 HUX OTHIATh MpeanouyTeHue... Bompoc o
NPEANOYTEHUH OYEeHb YaCTO 3aHUMANl TeNeph MOJIOAYIO KHSDKHY, OCOOCHHO € TeX IMOp, Kak OHa
3aMeTHIa KOCBIE B3IUIAJbl, KOTOpPbIE KUJAIW JpYyr Ha JApyra CONEPHUKH, U XOJIOAHOCTh HX
B3aUMHBIX pa3roBopoB. UyTkoe cep/le MoJCKa3ajio €if, 4To JAe0 HeNaIHO, YTO B MOJIOJBIX JIFOJSIX
MPOCHINIACTCS PEBHOCTb, YTO OHA UTPAET C HUMU OOOMMH B OTACHYIO UTPY, U BCE-TaKH, HECMOTPS
Ha BCE 3TO, OHA HE 3HaJIa, KTO U3 HUX JUIsl HEE JOPOIKE.

— Jla mosHO yX, 000 11 51 ux?! — Hepeako 3aaaBana cebe AHHA TPEBOXKHBIN BOIPOC. —
MoxeT, Tak, cO CKyKH ¢ HUMHU robanoBaTh xody. O0a OHU Takue ClaBHbIE, BecEible — HY 5 U
MPUBBIKJIA K HUM. .. a JJIOOUTH HE JIIO0IIO. . .

Ho TyT ToT4ac e SBIsIIOCh BOCIIOMUHAHUE O TOM, YTO MHOTO MOJIOJEKHU MOCEIIAET UX JA0M,
MHOTO €CTbh YXa)KUBATEJIEH, TAKUX )K€ CIaBHBIX, MUJIBIX U BECENBIX, — OJIHAKO HU OJUH U3 HUX HE
3acTaBieT CUJIbHee OWThCS €€ cepiue, Kak 3TO ObIBaeT MpH MosBIeHHH JlONrOpykoro u
bapartuHCckoro, HU4eH B3I, KPOME UX B3IVISA0B, HE BBI3BIBACT SIPKOU KPACKU Ha €€ JIMILIE.

— Crano ObITh, THO0II0, — pelria KHsbkHa. — Ho koro u3 Hux, — eif-0ory, He 3Halo.

W HeBosjbHas ynbIOKa CKOJNB3WIA MO €€ MyXJbIM T'yOKaM IMpH TakOM 3aKIIOYEHUH, SCHO
TOBOPHUBIIEM, YTO OHA, OXKAIyH, JIIOOUT UX 000UX. ..

B ToT cambiil neHb, B yrpo KOoTOporo Jloaropykuil U bapsATHHCKHMII BCTPETUIIMCH B 4Yallle
MapbHUHOH poIlM C MUCTOJIETAMH B PyKax, AHHA CHOBa 33JyMallach HaJl PELICHUEM HE JaBaBILIETO
el mokosi Bompoca. 3a0MBIIMCH B CaMyl0 TJyllb T'POMAJHOTO Caja, KHSKHA B COTBHIM pa3
cripaiuBaia ceos:

— Koro e u3 HuX s 1100:110?

Ho orBera He Haxommwinoch. He Morma oHa mojcmymarbh 3TOT OTBET HU B OHUEHUH
COOCTBEHHOTO CEpJIeuKa, HU B HEMOJIYHOM MIEMOTE WIVIUCTON JHMCTBBI COCEH, HU B MPOTHKHOM
MOHOTOHHOM KapKaHb€ BOPOH, LEIBIMU CTasiMU CHJEBLIMX IO 3alOPOLIEHHBIM CHETOM CYy4bsIM
Oepé3 u KIEHOB, U, IMJIOTHEE KyTasiCh B MEXOBYIO IIYOKY, KHSDKHA MPOJIOJDKaIa CHIETh HAa CKaMbe,
OILyCTUB IJ1a3a HAa CHEXKHBIN KOBEP, PACCTUIIABIIUICS y €€ MAJICHBKUX HOT.

Bapyr Branu mocnelaluch YbU-TO IIArH, SIBCTBEHHO 3ackpunein cHer. lllaru Bc€ Ommxe u
omke. ..

AHHa BCIIBIXHYJIa U TOPOILJIMBO MOJHSIACH cO cKaMbU. Elf oKka3anock, YTO OHa y3Hajla Liaru
BapsiTuHCKOTO, @ KOTZIa Ha MOBOPOTE JOPOKKH MOKazajach ¢purypa KHs3s Asnekces MuxaidiaoBuya,
COBEPLICHHO NPOTUB €€ BOJIM, JIETKas TpUMacka HEI0BOJILCTBA CKOJIb3HYJIA 110 €€ BBIPA3UTEILHOMY
JULy.

— A, xHA3b! — npoTsAHYyNa OHAa. — A s 1ymana, 4ro 31o Bacwinii MaTBeeBu.

YnoMuHaHNe UMEHU HEHaBUCTHOTO COIEpHHUKa pazapaxkuio JJonropykoro. 3100Has ynbiOka
npoberkaiia 1o ero TOHKMM Tryoam.

— Bpb1 HampacHo OyzeTe ero *aaTh, KHsDKHA, — MEUIEHHO MPOU3HEC OH, — OH HE MPUJET.

KHspKHa B3IpOTrHYJa OT 3JI0BEIIET0 TOHA €ro Tojioca U MooeaHena.

— Ortuero?! — BockiukHyna oHa. — C HUM 4TO-HUOYIb CITYUHIIOCH?
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BHe3amHas GneHOCTD, COTHaBIIAsh KpacKy ¢ e€ MmIEK, U JPOXKaIHiA roJioc, KaKUM MOJIoJast
JIEBYLIKa 3aJajla 3TOT BOIPOC, OKOHYATEIBHO pa3ipakuian Anexces MuxaiiioBuya, U OH SIIOBUTO
OTBETHUIIL:

— IlycTsiku cnmyuunuce. .. OH your!

OTO CII0OBO MOAECHCTBOBANIO HA KHSDKHY Kak yaap rpoma. OHa 3aTpernerana BCEM TEJIOM, Kak
IIOACTPEIICHHAs NITULA, NIOIIATHYJIACh U, Ipekae yeM Jloaropykuil ycmel e€ moaaepxkarhb, ¢ THXUM
CTOHOM YIIaJIa HA 3eMIIIO. ..

Mnas.a lll
IOHbIM MnepaTop

ConHlle TOJIBKO YTO MOKA3aJIOCh M3-3a TOPU30HTA, KOIAAa Ha LApckoi ruomanke B Kpemie
IpOHECCS PE3KUM NPOTSKHBIA 3BYK OXOTHHYBErO pOra. OTO CIYKHJIO 3HAaKOM, YTO €ro
HMMIIEPATOPCKOE BeNM4ecTBO rocyaapbs ummeparop IIérp II u3Bonmn U3 OmoyumBaIbHU BBIUTH U
ceifuac nosiBUTCA Ha KpacHOM KpbLiblie, 4TOO OTIIPaBUTHCSA HA OXOTY, CHACNABIUIYIOCS B MOCIEAHEE
BpEMsI €0 JIIOOMMBIM 3aHITHEM.

OXOTHHKHM, TOJNMMBIIMECS Ha IUIOLIAJIKE, 3aCIbIIIaB 3BYK pOra, TOPOIUIUBO OpPOCHUIIMCH K
JomasiM, IPUBSA3aHHBIM Y JUTMHHOM KOJIOJBI MPOTUB KpacHOTro KphLiblia; mcapu OEpekHO CTalu
OTJIABIBATHE CBOM CBOPBI; JI0€3Kauue IUIOTHEE 3aTSHYJIM peMEHHBIe mosica... Hauamace oObluHas
cyera, W IUIOLIAJKA, 32 MUHYTY €IIE€ TUXas U CIOKOMHAs, HAIOJHWIACH HEYMOJIYHBIM T'YJIOM U
TOMOHOM, TOYHO JIy4H MPOCHYBILIETOCS COJIHIIA, IMO30JIOTUBILIETO KYIOJa KPeMJIEBCKUX COOOPOB,
OTHEHHBIMHM SI3bIKAMH 3aropeBIINecs Ha CTEKIAX ABOPIOBBIX OKOH, MPOOYIMIN U KU3Hb, BBI3BAIN
13 MEPTBEHHOTO IMOKOSI TPYIIBI JIO/ICH, 4yTh HE C MEPBBIX MUHYT PaccBeTa COOpABIIMXCS Mepen
JBOPLIOM.

Bcé€ BpllIe U BBIIIE TOAHUMAIOCH COJIHIIE, BCE spYe U sipUe TOPENIM €ro Jy4d Ha LEPKOBHBIX
KyIoJIax M KpecTax. Bech BOCTOK ye IbLIaJ IJIaMEeHEM, Bce 00J1aka Ha OMPI030BOM HeOE U3 CephIX
CTaJM TMAaJeBbIMH, & TO COBCEM OarpoBbIMH. YTpPO BCTaBaJO BO BCEW CBOEH IMBHOM Kpace, Kak
TOJIBKO YTO PaCIlyCTHUBILASACS PO3a, JIEIIECTKU KOTOPOH €IlI€ HE MOTEPsIN CBOEH SIPKOM AEBCTBEHHON
OKPACKH. ..

Cyera ¥ TOMOH Ha IUJIOIMIAJKE MPOJODKAIMCh. TO M /€10 M3 IBOPIOBBIX CEHEW BBIOETAIN
IIPUABOPHBIE HA IUIOIIAJAKY, M IIOJ JIy4aMH COJIHIIA MX PACLIMTBIE 30JI0TOM MYHJIHUPBI CBEpPKAIU
OCIIETIUTENbHBIM OJieckoM. TO M €70 C IUIOINAJKH KTO-HUOYAb ONPOMEThIO Opocajicsi B CeHHU, U
3e7E€HbIe OXOTHUYBM KaM30JIbl, JKENThIe MYHIHUPBI TICapel M KpacHble KadTaHbl JOE3KauuX,
CMELINBAsCh BMECTE, IECTPWIH B I'J1a3axX LEJION PaLyrod BCEBO3MOXKHBIX IBETOB U OTTCHKOB.

Ho BoT cHOBa mpoHEccsi 3ByK OXOTHHYBETO pOra, M, TOYHO IO MAHOBEHHIO BOJIIEOHOTO
’Ke3Jla, Ha IUIolangKke CHoBa BCcE 3aMeprio. Hacrama takas THINMHA, CIOBHO BCS 3Ta TOJIA,
XJIOIOTIMBO CYETHBIIAsACA €IUE€ MHUHYTY Hasajd, MPEeBpPaTWIach B TPOMAIHYIO KOJUICKLHIO
MPaMOPHBIX CTaTyl, — TaK HEMOJABWXHBI ObUIM MO3bI cOOpaBHIMXCS 37ech. M TOJIBKO MO Tiaszam,
YCTPEMJIEHHBIM B CTOPOHY KpBUIbIIAa, TOPEBIIMM TO POOKHM CTpPaxoM, TO HETEpPIEIUBBIM
O’KU/IaHUEM, BUJTHO OBLIIO, YTO 3TO KMBBIE JIIOAM, a HE O€3yIIHbIE CTATYH.

Jloxxkunarbes mnpunuiock Hepoaro. He ycnen emé 3aMmepers NPOTSKHBIM 3BYK pora B
MOPO3HOM BO3/[lyXe, KaK Ha BEPXHMX CTylneHbkax KpacHOro Kpbuiblia Noka3ajgach TOHEHbKas,
CYXOHBbKasi (pUT'ypKa IOHOTO Iaps, a 32 HUM CIJIOBHO BBIHBIPHYJIM M3 HM3CHBKHX ABepeil mepexona

OBIITHAs KpacaBula npuHIecca Enuzasera, MBan [onropykuii, Bbyrypnun, bubuxos 3,
BonbiHckuii, ncnaHnckuil ocinanHuK repuor Jlupua, aBerpuiickuii mocon rpad BpaTtucnasckuii u,
HaKOHell, 11eJ1as TOJNa pa3IMYHbIX IPUIBOPHBIX, 3aIIOJIHUBIIUX BCIO JIECTHUILLY.

FOHBII MIiepaTop, Kak U 0OBIYHO, OBUT OYEHBb Becesl. XOpOUICeHbKOE, MOUYTH JEBUYbE JIULO
ero ObLJIO 03apEHO caMOi MPUBETINBOM yIBIOKOI; ICHBIE TOTyOBIE T1a3a, Ka3aJlI0Ch, €I HU pa3y He

3 Bubuxos Auekceil IOpbeBnu (1687 — mocne 1739) — mpokypop Manydakryp-komterun, ¢ 1727 .
reHepal-peKeTMeNCTep, Mo3XKe UPKYTCKUH BUIle-TyOepHaTOp.
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TEMHEBILIKE OT I'PO3HBIX [yM U CEPJCUHBIX OYypb, JACKOBO CMOTPEJH U Ha BCEX OKPYKAIOLINX, U HA
KpeMJIEBCKUE TepeMa, U Ha roiryboe Hebo, Ternepb TOYHO MPOHU3aHHOE 30JI0TOM COJTHEUHBIX JTydeH.
W npu B3risae Ha 3TOro IOHOIO Kpacaslia, JJACKOBOIO U BECEIOr0, BCEM KaK-TO JBIIIAJIOCH BOJIBHEE
U OTpajiHee, CJIOBHO OH HEC ¢ CO0O0I0 HE TPO3HOE BEIMYHE CBOETO CaHA, a TUXUH MHUP U JTIOOOBB,
KOTOPOIO CHSJI €0 KPOTKUW B3TJISAL.

CrnycTuBIINCH Ha IUIOIIAJKY, [IETP OKMHYI BCEX JIACKOBBIM B3IJISIIOM M BECETIO BOCKIMKHYII:

— 3apascTByiite, rocrioaa! 3apaBctByiiTe! [looxoTumces cerogus. JleHEK, KaXKuUCh, HA CIIaBY
BBIIAJICS.

— Xopommwmit nenék, Ilerpyma! WMmb, kak cinaBHO apimuurcs! — noarsepawia Ennsasera
IlerpoBHa, noACTaBIIsASL CBOE pa3srOPEBILEECS JIULIO CBEXKEMY IBIXAaHUIO YTPEHHErO0 BETEPKA.

— A 4ro, TéTymka, — OBICTPO TOBEPHYJICS K HeH Iapp, o01aBas e€ BAPYr 3aropeBIIUMCS
B3TJIS1I0M, — MBI C TOOO CeroJiHs, MOKaTyi, U JIMCHIL TTOJIBIMEM.

— He ToapKO nucHll, Balle BETUYECTBO, — MOAXBATHI BUOMKOB, — MO TakoMy MOpO3y U JI0
BOJIKOB J100epémcs.

— Hy 4o ke, TepsATh BpeMmsi Heuero, — BOCKIMKHYA MBan Jloaropykuil. — O#, KOHS €ro
BEJINYECTBY!
JIBO€ KOHIOXOB TOTYAC >K€ IMOJABEIH POCIOr0 MOJOJOro apada, — MOJapOK IMEPCHICKOTO

maxa Bemukomy [letpy. Jlomans HereprenuBo Omiia KOTMBITAMHU M C TIYXHM XparoM crapajach
YKYCUTB ACPKABIIUX €€ KOHIOXOB 33 PYKH.

— 31paBcTBYH, AJMasylika! — JIaCKOBO IPHBETCTBOBAJ HMIIEPATOP CBOETO JIOOMMOTO
KoHs. — Byner Tebe ceroans, ctapuna, padora. — M, moTpemnas ckakyHa CBOEH MaJeHbKON PYKO,
[1érp MonoaIeBaTo BCIPHITHY B CEAJIO U, BOH3UB B OOKa JIONIAANU OCTPbIE LIMOPHI, BO BECH OTOP
nomuascs Kk bopoBuiikum Boporam. Besen 3a HUM ycenuch Ha JOMaae U OCTalbHBIC, U ONeCTsIas
KaBaJIbKaJla, pacTSAHYBILAsACA HAa TPOMAJIHOE PACCTOSHUE, [IOHECIACh JOTOHSTh YCKaKaBIIETrO Lapsl.

Ho, Bonpeku Hanexnam Ilerpa, oxora BellIIa JAJIEKO HE ycremHoU. He ToJIbKO BONIKOB, Kak
yBepsu1 BuOMKOB, HO Jake W JMCHIl HE BCTPETWIOCH OXOTHHKaM. Ilomagamuce B GOJBIIOM
KOJIMYECTBE TOJIBKO 3ailbl. VX 3aTpaBUIIM HECKOJIBKO LITYK, HO UMIIEPATOPY BCKOPE 3as14bsl TPaBIIA
HaJI0ela, ¥ OH MPUKa3all TPyOUTh cOOpP Ha OTABIX.

— He Be3ér mHe yro-TO ceroans, Bans, — rpyctHo 3amermn II€rp, oOpamiasch kK cBoeMy
mobumity Bany Jlonropykomy, Korja xanoOHbIN 3ByK pora 00JieTen JIeCHbIe 1eOpH.

VBan AnexkceeBHY NMpHUCTaJIbHO B3MIAHYN Ha [lerpa. JIumo maps, K ero yauBJIEHUIO, OBLIO
CYMpa4HO, ¥ BCET/Ia CBETIIbIE I1a3a KaK OyATO 3aTyMaHWJIUCh U TOTEMHEIH.

«Qre, — nogyman Jonropykuii, — TyT J€JI0-TO HE IPOCTO».

W oH Beayx ckasai:

— Yero ke BaM mevyanuThes, Bame BenndecTBo? IlononyaHuyaeM — 11a ¥ ONATH HA KOHEM:
aBOCH TOT/Ia MIOCYACTIINBEE OyIeM.

Ho IIérp rpycTHO mokayasi roJoBOM.

— Her, Bansi, — npoMoJBHII OH, EYaTbHO B3JI0OXHYB, — UYIO 5, HE Oy/IeT HaM HOHE yJauHu.

— C ygero Obl Tak, Bare BenuuecTBo?! — yauBuics Jlonropykuii.

— Jla yx 4 3Haro ¢ yero... Henapom Ha MeHs TpyCTh Hamana. ..

W oH cHOBa ne4aabHO B3I0XHYJ M, CHEMIMBIINCH, MEUIEHHBIM LIarOM HaIllpaBWiICA K IIATpY,
PacKMHYTOMY Ha MOJITHKE JUIsl OTAbIXA LApsl U €r0 CBUTHIL.

JloJIropyKuii MorJisiiesl eMy BCJIe U YKOPU3HEHHO 0Ka4yall FOJIOBOM.

[Tpu3bIBHBINA 3BYK pora 3amep. Pa3zOuBmimecss ObIO OXOTHUKH COOpalMCh CHOBA, M 4Yepes3
HECKOJIbKO MHUHYT BCE YK€ CHJEIH 3a CTOJIOM, IIYMHO Oecemys u emé Ooiiee IMIymMHO pabortas
YEIIFOCTSMU.

Enuzasera IleTpoBHa, 3aMETHB CyMpauHbIi BHJI CBOETO IUIEMSHHHKA, OOpaTHIach K HEMY C
JIACKOBBIM BOIIPOCOM.

— Yo 310 ¢ ToOOI, [Terpyma? Yto 310 ThHI Kak OynTo He B cede?

IIéTp X0I0AHO B3IIISHYJ HA HEE U OTBETHUIL:

— Tak, ronoBa 4T0-TO pa3donenack... JIoJKHO, CKOPO CHET MONAET.

Enunzasera paccMestiacsk.
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— Uro 181, [leTpymma, kakoit caer! Bumib, Ha HeOe-To HU oOmayuka!
CMenumBoOCTh TETKU 00UAETIa CAaMOTIOOMBOTO LIAPSL.

— Komnu ceifuac 06makoB HET, — CKazaj OH, — TakK, 3HA4YMUT, coOepyrcs. Y MEHs Iapom
HUKOT/Ia TOJIOBa He 0oJjiena. A mocemMy Kak KOHUUM IOJIyTHHYATh, TaK U JIOMOH MOe/IeM.
— Yro TbI, Ilerpyma! — u3ymunace EnuzaBera IlerpoBHa, — ¢ TOOOH, KakHCh, TaKOTO

HUKOTJa He ObIBaio. bpocuTh 0xoTy B moutymnose! A Thl emé X0Tel, KaKUCh, JTUCUI] CTPEIATh.

[Iérp cHavayia B3MIsIHYJ Ha HeE, OTOM IIEpeBEN ri1a3a Ha Kpacasua byrypnunHa, cuaeBniero
PSAIOM C HEIO, U HACMELUIMBO 3aMETHUIIL:

— MBpI nucun He BeTpedand... Moxet, Te0e mocyacTIuBUIOCh. . .

Enusasera nocnemmmna 3aMsaTh HEIPUSATHBINA Pa3roBop.

— Jla, kcratu, MBan AnekceeBuu, — oOpaTmiach oHa K JloNropykomy, — Kak 370pOBBE
Mo0J10J10T0 BapsATHHCKOT0, KOTOPOTO TaK 0e3)KaJTOCTHO MOCTPENHII TBOU JII00e3HbIN OpaTen?

— Jla gato emy cnenanoch! — oto3Baiicss VIBaH, — BBDKWIL, 3I0POB KaK OBIK.

— Ja, Bans, — Bcrymuiics ummneparop, — sl Te0e TaBHO XOTEIN CKasaTh, JAa BcE M03a0bIBal.
OueHb MHE 3TH Ty>JSIUH He HpaBaTcs. UTo, B caMoM Jiene, 3a TIynblid 00buail cMepToyOniicTBOM
criopsl pemats? B 3TOM OTHOIIEHMM 5 XO4y CJIE€N0BAaTh CBOEMY BeaukoMy aeny. Komu urto emé
noso0HOe pa3 CIyduTcs, s, KaK M OH, KUBOTO M MEPTBOTO — OOOMX PAaBHO BENIO MOBECHUTH.
Ckaxu-ka Thl 3aBTpa O6aponHy Annpero VBaHOBHYY, 4TOOBI KO MHE MPUILEN, S €My BEIO Takou
IIpUKa3 Hamucartb, a OT MEHs IepenaTb U Ajekcero M bapsATHHCKOMY, YTO KOJb OHM CHOBa
pa3gopcTBOBaTh OYAYT, TaK 51 MX 000MX B JalbHUE TOPOa Ha BOEBOJICTBO YILIIO.

— Hy, /U1 HUX THEB TBOErO BEJIMYECTBA HE OYEHB-TO CTpPALLECH, — 3ameTwia Enuzasera.

Caetuble rinaza [lerpa cBepkHynu 0TOIECKOM MOJIHUU.

— OT0 moueMy? — I'POMKO CIIPOCHJI OH.

— Jla moToMy, 4TO KOJIb B JIEJO0 JIIOOOBH 3aMelIaach, TYT HUKAKUEe yrpo3bl He MoMoTyT. OHI
00a BIIOOJIEHBI B KHSDKHY PymHUIIKYIO 11 6€3 HOBOM KpOBU €€ IpYT IPYTy HE YCTYIIAT.

3aBTpaK OKOHUWJICA B MOJIHEHIeM Momyanuu. FOHBINA UMIIepaTop He cKa3ayl HU ¢ KeM OoJiee
HU CJIOBA, a pUABOpHLIE, naxe VMBan Jlonropykuit u Ennzasera [letpoBHa, 00sTMCh HECKPOMHBIM
3aME4aHMEM BbI3BaTh BCIBILIKY IHEBA Y MOJIOAOIO Laps, OYEHb OIIACHYIO IIPU €r0 HEPOBHOM, HE
YCTaHOBHUBILIEMCS XapaKTepe.

Toruac ke mocne 3aBrpaka II€Tp BCckouymsl Ha JIOIIAnb M IOCKAKal IO HAIPaBICHUIO K
Mockse, qaxke He 3a00TSICh O TOM, CIEIYyeT JIU 32 HUM €ro CBUTA.

MnaBa IV
Mo TeueHUutO

Kus3p bapstunckuii ocrancs xuB. HecmoTps Ha BepHOCTH pyku Anekces MuxaiinoBuua,
HECMOTpS Ha TO, YTO OH HALEIWICS MPsAMO B CEPALIC CBOETO Bpara, Iyjs Ipollia HEMHOIO BbILIE,
He mopaHuB jaxe yérkoro. Crapuk bapsTHHCKMI He TMOXKanea HU CPelICTB, HU 3a00T, YTOOBI
BBIXOJIUTH CBOETO IUIEMsHHUKA. [louTu Bce MpUABOpPHBIC JIEKAPU BMECTE C IVIABHBIM apXHaTepoOM
€ro MMIIEPAaTOPCKOTO BEIMYECTBA, AHIVIMYAaHWHOM BuibrpocToM, mnepeObiBamM B mHajaTax
Bbapstunckoro, crosBiMx Ha Oepery MocCkBbI-pek, y mepkBu Hukomsl 3asunkoro. Hx
CTapaHHUSAMHU HAKOHEIl yIaJIOCh N30aBUTh PAHEHOTO OT HeMUHyeMoii rudenu. [Tomorna k ToMmy xe u
MorydJas Hatypa Bacunus MarBeeBuda, U yepe3 TpU HEJeNU OH ObUI CHOBAa Ha HOTaX, TAaKOM ke
BECENBIN U TAaKOW K€ )KU3HEPATOCTHBIN.

— Hy, uro, Bacrok? — cnipocui1 ero crapbliii KHsI3b, Korjna bapsTuHCKuii B epBbIil pa3 BCTal
C MOCTEeNH, — OyIelb CTpenaTbes ¢ JJonropykum uiau HeT?

— byny, aanromkal

— Jla HeyXTo Thl He yroMoHmJICs? HeyxkTo TeOe Takasi 0X0Ta B MOTHJIE JIKATh?

bapaTuHCKuli BECEIO YXMBUIBHYJICS U OTBETHUIIL:

— OXO0TbI, KOHEYHO, HET, HO YCTynaTh JloIropykomy s HE HAMEPEH. ..

— Jla CKaXu Thl MHE TOJKOM, — IEpeOHJI ero s, — YBEpeH Thl, YTO KHsDKHA AHHA
BacuineBHa Te0s1 1100UT, alIb HET?
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Bacwiniit MaTtBeeBrd Ha MUHYTY 3alyMaJICsl, IOTOM PE3KO TPSIXHYJ CBOEH KYIJIaTON r'OJIOBOM
U IIPOMOJIBUIL:

— He 3Haro, naromika, Kak ¥ cka3ats. .. [lo-Moemy, T00uT.

— /[la TBI €i1 nexnapanuo aenai ainb HeT?

— Her.

— W pa3roBopoB HUKAKHX HE UMEN?

— Her, He umen.

— Tak ¢ 4ero e ThI B3sJ1, IlIaJIasi TBOS TOJIOBA, UYTO OHA B T€Os BiIr0OIcHA?

— ITo BugMMocTH, — cMyIIEHHO NpoOypuan bapaTHHCKUA.

— Ilo xakoii Takoil BUIUMOCTH?

— Jla Tak, 1o Bcemy 3aMeTHO. M pa3roBapuBaeT cCO MHOU HE TaK, Kak C IPYTMMHU, H... €XKEIH
s HeB3Havail B30i1y, TaK MOJIBIMEM Bcs U 3apzeercs. .. Ceifuac BUIATh, YTO JIIOOUT.

— OX Tbl, AypeHb, aAypeHb! A emé rBapauu oduuep! — YKOPHU3HEHHO IMOKayall ToJOBOM
CTapblii KHA3b. — Beap BOT s CTOpPOHOW CIblIaJl, YTO OHA M KHA3I0 AJIEKCEI0 TaKue XKe

npedepaHch 4 oxasbiBaer. 3HAUNT, OHA U B Hero BIroOnena? Tak, 4To u?

— He moxer toro ObITh! — KpukHy:n1 Bacunuit MarBeeBud u 1ake modarposes OT IpUCTyIa
31m00b1. — He MoXkeT Toro ObITh, — MOBTOPHII OH, — HE JIIOOHUT OHA €T0, J1a U JIOOUTH-TO €ro He 32
4TO.

— A ecnu m100UT? — TOAIPA3HUIL €r0 SIS

— Ecnu mobur. ..

Bacwimit MaTBeeBUY IOHYPUII T'OJIOBY, MEJIEHHO, €II€ HEBEPHBIM 1IArOM IPOLIEICS U3 yria
B YrOJI CBOEH CIJIbHU ¥ IOTOM BJPYT 3arOBOPUII OBICTPO, MOUTH 3aXJIEOBIBASICH OT BOJHEHUS:

— Ecnu mobur, nmyumie 6 et He poauThes Ha Oemblii cBeT. U e€ u ero 3amymry 6e3 mornaib!
Konu He MHe, Tak IyCTh U €My He JIOCTaETcd, a YK MOCMEAThCS Hajl c000t10 He gam!

Crapblil KHA3b I€YAIbHO IIOKayasl roJIOBOM U CIIPOCHIL:

— Jla HEeY)XTO X ThI €€ TaK CHJIbHO JTIFOOUIIIH?

— Bonpiie xu3HM, Oomnbine cBeTy, Oonbiie ceds camoro!.. — MBUIKO OTO3Bajcs Bacwmmii
MatBeeBuY.
— Ox, Baciok, Baciok! — rpyctHo 3amerun crapuk. — He Ha pamocth Takas J1r00O0BB,

00JIHO YK THI TOpAY!

Ha munyry Bomapmnoce Momuanue. Crapbiii bapsATuHCKHN HENOABM)KHO CHUIEN B KpeEcCIe,
[IOHYpUB TOJIOBY U IIOCTYKHMBas MaJbLiaMU II0 pydke Kpecia, a Bacuimii MaTBeeBUY IIPOIOILKAI
MEpUTh KOMHATY IlIaraMH, TO TSDKEJNO B3[bIXas, TO YEeMY-TO YJbIOAsACh, CMOTpPS MO TOMY, KaKue
MBICJIM TECHWINCH B €TI0 PasropsA4EHHOM rosose. Ho BOT 1m1aru ero 3ameyIniuch, 1 OH OCTaHOBUJICS
HAKOHEII Iepe.1 IsIEH.

— Hy, naaromka, — TOP>KECTBEHHO CKa3all OH, — OJarocioBUTE MEHSI.

Crapuk NOJHSI FOJIOBY M U3YMJIEHHO B3IUISIHYJ Ha HETO.

— Tb1 310 0 UéM?

— bnarocnoBure wmens. XpaOpoctu HaOpaics u cerogHs ¢ AuxHOW BacunbeBHOM
OKOHYATEeJIbHO 0OBSCHIOCH U TIPEJIOKEHHE CAETAIO. . .

— Tak Hagyman?

— Hanyman, gaaromka.

— Hy, xonu tak... ['ocnoap Tebs 61arociosw. ..

W crapuk nepekpecTui CKIOHEHHYIO 0JIOBY IIJIEMSHHUKA IMPOKUM KPECTOM.

— Ceroass noiA€NMb? — CIPOCUII CTAPBINA KHS3b.

— Cerons.

— Hy, noesxaii ¢ boroMm. S Bemto KoJbIMary 3ajlOKHTh... A TO, MOXKET, B OJHOKOJIKE
noejems?

— B onHOKoOIIKE yyie. ..

4 3HaK BHUMaHHA.
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Uepes nmomyaca nocse 3roro Bacunuii MatBeeBuY BbleXajl cO JBOPA CBOMX I1AJIaT U HAIIPABUII
nomans K Llemnomy mocty, uTo0 OTTYAa mpoOpaThess K MSICHULIKMM BOPOTaM.

Becna Oblia B mosHOM pasrape. CHer Ha MOCKOBCKHUX YJIHMIIAX MOBCIOLY CTasul U MPEBPATHIICS
B JIMIIKYIO IpsA3b, B KOTOPOH KOJIECA OJHOKOJKHU BSI3JIM YyTh HE 1O NOJOBHHBI. CBEXHUH BETEPOK
JOHOCHJI OTKYZIa-TO apoMaT pacIyCKaBIIMXCs MOo4YeK. MOCKBa-peka, 0CBOOOAMBIIASCS OT JIEISTHOTO
MOKpPOBA, MEHsICh U Oypiisi, Hecna cBOU BOJbI B nanékyto Oky. Beuepeno. OrHeHHbIN JUCK COMHIIA
MEIJICHHO CITyCKaJCsl K TOPH30HTY, OOpBI3TaB CBOMMH MPOIIAJBHBIMH Jy4aMHd M KyIloJa
MOCKOBCKHX II€pPKBEW, U KECTAHBIC KPBIIIM OOSPCKUX TEPEMOB, U TEMHBIC CyYbsl JI€PEBbEB, Ha
KOTOPBIX yXKe HaOyxanu mnepBble mouku. OHM OKpacHIIU IMypIypOM M 30JI0TOM BCE, YTO MONAJIOCh
UM HA IIyTH, U 32KTJIM OTHEHHBIE IIITHA HA CIIOJSHBIX U CTEKIIIHHBIX OKHAX JIOMOB.

Bapsitunckuit, 1aBHO He OBIBIIMIA HA YIIUIIE, TIOYTH yXKe OTYasBIIUICS yBUAETh boxxuii cBET B
60opb0e MeXIy XKHU3HBIO M CMEPTHbIO, C JKAJHOCTHIO BIbIXal CBEXHMH BECEHHUH BO3IyX. Bcé
pazoBaJio €ro rias, Bc€ 3aHUMAaJI0 €ro BHUMAaHWE, TOYHO BCE, YTO BUJAET OH Terepb BOKPYT ceOs,
OBUTO /I HETO KaKOW-TO HEBUJIAHHOW HOBOCTBIO, M OH, KaK PEOEHOK, BOCXUINAICA KaXIOH
MEJI0YbI0, KaXKbIM IIPEIMETOM, IONAJABIINMCS €My Ha JOPOTeE.

Korna on Belexan Ha MsicHHUIIKYIO, Ha0eran yxe cympak. HeGo moTemHeno, moTepsio CBOIO
OMPIO30BYIO OKPACKY M Ka3aJ0Ch TOYHO 3aTSHYTHIM TyMaHHOH neneHol. Koe-rae nevanbHO Muranm
OTHM (oHapei, MOCTABJIECHHBIX B HEOOJBIIOM KOJMYECTBE IO TJABHBIM yiulaM MOCKBBI B
MOCIIEIHUE JIHU TIETPOBCKOTO IapcTBOBaHUSA. Ho 3Tu ¢oHapu He maBajgy MOYTH HU MajeUIIero
CBETa, CKBEpHOE Maciio OOJpllleé KONTHJIO, YeM TOpeso, W JAbIMHBIE JIyYd HX OTHEH TOYHO
MOTJIOIIATIMCH CTEKIIaMU, HE yCIieBasi popBaThesl Ha cB0O0 y. CyMepKH CryIaaiuch OYeHb OBICTPO,
U Korja bapsaTuHCKM oabexall K BOpoTaM najiar PyaHUIKOro, HacCTylnuiIa yKe HO4Has TbMa.

— Jloma kHa3p? — cnpocuist Bacunuit MaTBeeBuY y ciiyry, OTBOPUBLIETO €EMY JIBEPH.

— Jloma-c. Hone, nountaii, Hukyna He Bele3xanu. [loxanyiire!

— A Monofast KHsDKHA?

— U onu noma-c.

Bacwimii MaTBeeBUY 1O IMIMPOKOM JIECTHHUIE, YCTJIIAHHOW OapXaTHBIM KOBPOM, ITOIHSIICS

HABEPX ¥ BCTYIIMII B 311y, T/Ie BMECTO IIMPOKHX JABOK, KPHITHIX KPACHEIM CYKHOM H TIAHKOI ©, emé
TaK HEJAABHO HAIOJHABIIMX OOSPCKHE TepeMa JaXe CaMbIX IEpPBbIX BEIbMOX, YWHHO CTOSIIH
Kpecia M CTylbs HEMEIKOW paboThl, o0HuThie ImTOGOM. I'pomManHble MPOCTEHOYHBIE 3€pKaja B

30JI04EHBIX paMax TJIAJENIHM 4YyTh HE CO BCEX UETBIPEX cTeH. bapxarHele apanpu 6 JOBepIIaIN
yOpaHCTBO KOMHATBHI, 00CTAaBJICHHOW COBEPILIEHHO TI0 eBpoNeiickoMy 00pasiry.

He ycnen bapstuHCckmii cienaTb M HECKOJIBKHX IIAroB IO IIAAKOMY IApKeTy, KakK IBEPb
CMEXHOW KOMHAThl OTBOPWJIACh, M HA IOpPOre BBIPOCIA BBICOKas (urypa KHs3s PymHHIKOTO.
Bacumuto CeméHoBHYy PyIHHUIIKOMY TOJIBKO HEABHO MUCIOJHUIOCH IATHAECAT JIET, HO HEB3IOJIbl U
rOpEeCTU IOCIEAHUX JHEH, BBI3BAHHBIC HEBOJIBHOM ONAJION, KOTOPOW OH IOABEPICs IOCIE CMEPTU
CBOET0 MOT'YYero MOKPOBUTEIS, BCE-TAKU HAIJIOMUIIM €r0 CUIBHYIO U KPEIKYIO0 HaTypy, U Telepb
OH BBITJISIZIEN TOpa3fo cTapiie cBoux jer. Onersiii B OapxaTHblid kadTaH ¢paHIly3ckoro odpasia,
THIATENILHO BBIOPHUTHIN, OH M JOHBIHE €IIE COXpaHWI cienbl ObUToN KpacoThl. Tonbko (urypa ero
Teneph MoTepsiyia y’Ke CBOI0 OBUIYI0 CTPOMHOCTb, Ja Tia3a, )KUBbIE U TOPEBLINE OTOHBKOM elIé B
He/IaBHEE BpEMs, CJIOBHO MOTYXJIM U YIIIU TIyOOKO B OPOUTHI.

— A, Bacwimii MarBeeBuu! — Becesio NMPUBETCTBOBAN OH bapsTHHCKOro, MpoTIruBas emy
o0e pyku, — noaHsuch-Taku HakoHen! Hy, cmaBa Xpucrty! A yK MBI-TO CKOJIbKO BPEMEHH 3a Bac
00suTMCh. AHHYIIIKa — TakK Ta MPOCTO ¢ yMma couwia. [lmayeT nenasIMu AHAMHU Aa BCE TBEPIHT: HE
BBDKMBET J]a HEe BBDKMBET! YK 4 €€ U Tak M 3Tak yreman — Hudero He 6epér. Hy na teneps mycth
caMma BOOYHIO yOeIUTCs, YTO BBl HE yMepJH... — U, mpuoTBOpUB IBEPh B KOMHATY, U3 KOTOPOil OH
TOJIBKO 4YTO BBIIIEN, OH KpUKHYI: — AHHa BacunbeBHa! Ilnakca neyremmnas! Ilonp-ka crona,

5 Ilanka — BOO6HIG KpacuBas, pOCKOIIIHAas BbIACIIKA, 31€Cb, BUIUMO, BbIIIIMBKA.

6 BapxaTHsle npanpi... — ApanupoBKa.
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IOTJII AU, Kakoro rocts bor gan!

bapatuHCcKul eBa yAep Kaics Ha HOTAX, YCJBIIIAB IIOCIEIHUE CI0Ba CTapuka PynHunkoro.
KpoBb mpuxibiHyna ropsdeil BOJHON K €ro cepiiy, KOTOpoe 3a0MJIOCh C TaKOM CHIION, TOYHO
XOTEJI0 IPOPBATbCA CKBO3b IPYAHYIO KJIETKY. B Iyazax mounui TyMmMaHHBIE KpPYr'd, B TOJIOBE
3alIymMeno, M OH JOJDKEeH ObUT MpH3BaTh Ha TOMOIIL BCIO CHIIy BOJIM, 4TOOBI MOOOPOTH TaK
BHE3allHO OXBAaTHUBIIEE €ro BOoJHEHHE. Bacwimii MaTBeeBHY MOYTHM HE KJAl TAKOTO CYACThA.
HecMmoTpst Ha BCIO CBOIO CaMOYBEPEHHOCTh, HECMOTPSI Ha TO, YTO OH MOYTH YBEpEH ObUT B JIOOBU
KHSDKHBI PyTHUIIKOM, BCE-TaKM BpEMEHAMM B HEM IIPOCHIIAIIUCH COMHEHHUS], TAK KaK YBEPEHHOCTb
sTa OblJIa OCHOBaHA HEe Ha (paKTax, a Ha O4eHb OOMaHUMBBIX HajAexkaax. VM BApYr okazaiock, 4To
HaJEKbI ero He oOMaHynu. OHa IJIaKaia, 4To OH ObLT paHeH, OHa ObuTa Oe3yTentHa, 005Ch, 9TO OH
yMpET: He ObI0O COMHEHUS, YTO OHa ero JroouT. M ¢ 3aMupanuem cep/ia, ¢ BOJIHEHHEM, KOTOpOe
JOCTUIJIO CaMbIX BBICIIHUX IIPEAEIIOB, CO ClI€3aMM Ha IJa3ax, HO Clle3aMU paJoCTH, a HE rops, OH
TJIsA7IeTT HETEPIIEINBO Ha JBEPb, U3 KOTOPOH JOJKHA ObLIa MOSIBUTHCS KHSDKHA AHHA.

Mononast neBylika He 3acTaBuia ceOs kaarb. OHa TOPOIUIMBO BOEXajla B 3aly U, YBUJCB
Bacwius MatBeeBrua, BCHBIXHYJA J0 KOPHEW BOJIOC, OBICTPO MOJOLUIA K HEMY M JPOXKAIUM,
IIPEPBIBABIIMMCS TOJIOCOM BOCKJIMKHYJIA!

— Haxkonen-to! Cnasa tebe, 'ocmoan!

Crapux PynHunkuii B 370 BpeMsi OTOLIEN B CTOPOHY M M3JAJIH TIJISAET Ha MOJOJBIX JIFOJEH.
HecmoTtpst Ha Bc€ cBOE uecToo0ue, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH MPEKPACHO 3HAJ, KaKylO pOJIb UTPAET
cembs Jlonropykux npu roHOM nape, Bacunuit CeMEéHOBHY ObUT OUYEHB HEOBOJICH YXa)KHMBAaHUEM
Anexces Jlonropykoro 3a AHioToil. OH ObUIT YBEpEH, 4TO, BbIJIaB CBOIO JIOYb 32 IBOIOPOJIHOTO OpaTa
ApCKOTo (paBopHTa, €My C MOMOILIBIO TaKOTO 34T CHOBA OBUIO JIETKO B300pAaThCS IO JIECTHUIIE
MPUIBOPHBIX YCIIEXOB JIO CaMbIX BBICIIMX CTYyINEHEH, — W BCE-TAaKW OH HE JKeJajl 3TOro Opaka.
Kus3p bapstunckuii Obi1 eMy ropaszno cumnaruyaee. OH JHOOUI €ro 3a ero BECENblil, OTKPBITHIH
XapakTep, 3a O0e3yNpeuyHyl UYECTHOCTh €ro B3IJIJIOB, 33 €ro THUXUH HpaB, PE3KO BBIIACISABIIMN
MOJIOJIOTO KHSI3SI M3 cpelbl OyHHON Moyoa&xku ToraamHux BpeMEH. OH MCKpEHHO JKajes, Korja
y3HaJ 0 Ay>JH €ro ¢ JIoIropykuM M O TOM, YTO OH paHEH, U ObUI OUY€Hb HEIOBOJICH, YTO MPUYMHOM
3TON Ay31H OBUIO KOKETCTBO €ro J0YepH, MHTPUTOBaBIIEH OOOMX MOJIOJBIX JIOACH M JIOJITO HE
pemiaBieiicsa, KoMy oOTAaTth cBo€ cepaue. Ho Ha apyroil neHs mocie Toro, kKak AJiekcel
JloAropykuid Tak 370 COOOIIMI MOJIOION KHSDKHE O CMEPTH CBOETO CONEpPHMKA, AHIOTA, ONPAaBsCh
OT CHWJIbHEHIIEro 0OMOpoKa, KOTOPHIN BbI3BAJIa y)KacHasi BECTh, K CBOEMY YIUBIICHUIO U PaJlOCTH
CTapuKOB PymHHMIKHMX, mpu3Hajach ceOe, YTO €Clii OHa M JIOOUT KOTo, TO HHUKaK He AJekces
Jloaropykoro, a Toiabko bapsTuHCKOro, — HecyacTHOro bapsTHHCKOro, Tak y)KacHO MOTHOIIEro
u3-3a e€ JIETKOMBICIHUS. 3aTO CKOJIBKO PaJoCTH ObUIO B ceMbe PyqHMIIKHMX, KOT/a JOCTOBEPHO
y3Hany, 4yTo Bacunuii MaTBeeBHY HE ymep, YTO paHa €ro He MPeACTaBiIseT OOJBIION OMACHOCTH U
YTO B CKOPOM BpPEMEHM OH, HaBEpHOE, BCTaHeT ¢ mocrenu. M Oonee Bcex ObUI paja cTapuk
Pyauunkuii, KOTOpBIN yKe OIacajcs, 4To eMy HpUAETCs NMOpoaHUThCs ¢ Jlonropykumu. Terneps,
VIS4 Ha MOJIOABIX JIIOJEH, BCTPETUBIIMXCA APYr € JAPYrOM Tak B3BOJHOBAHHO U PaJOCTHO,
Bacunmit Cem€noBUY Beceno yiabpl0alics U HEBOJIBHO MPUCTYIIHBAIICS K UX CMYIIEHHOMY TOBODY.

— l'ocnoan, kak s pana! — rosopuiia AHIOTa, KPENKO CKMMasi CBOEH PyUKOH MYCKYJIHCTYIO
pyky bapstunckoro, — ecnu ObI BBl 3HANIH, KaK 5 HCTep3aiach 3a ATHU JHU!

U ona omapmiia ero JIaCKOBBIM BITIOOIEHHBIM B3MIAI0M. M OT HEXKHOTO TOHA €€ roioca, OT e
JACKOBOTO B3IJIsIa CEpJIle MOJIOJIOTO 4YelOoBeKa emié CHiibHee 3a0Mioch, BOJHEHHE emé Ooiiee
YCHWJIMJIOCH, Y HETO IIEPEXBATUIIO ABIXaHUE, U OH €Ba CMOT IIPOIIENTATh:

— Heyxenu BbI Tak CUIBHO 000 MHE OECITOKOMITHCH?

— Hy, mnonstHo! S mpocro cebe mecrta He Haxoawna Bc€ 3To Bpemsa. MHe Bcé
IIPEACTABIIUIOCH, YTO BBl yMUPAETE.

— Cmacu6o Bam, 6osbiioe criacu6o 3a yuactue! — npouientan bapsaTuHckuit.

— A BBI 3HaeTe, — BAPYr ObICTPO 3aroBOpPWIIA KHSDKHA, — 3TOT MPOTUBHBIN JloMropykuii
YBEpHJI MEHS, YTO BBl YOUTHI.

Nwms Jlonropykoro 3acTaBuiIo bapsATHHCKOrO J1axxe B3APOTHYTh, U OH TOPOILJIUBO CIIPOCHUIL:

— A oH yacTo ObIBaeT y Bac?
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Monopaas neBynika OTpUIATEIBHO MTOKAYalia TOJIOBOM.

— Her. C Toro aus, kak oH OBLT 3/1eCh U COOOIIMI O Baleil CMEpTH, OH 3ae3)Kall BCEro JBa
pas3a, HO s K HeMy He BeIxoauna. Sl ero tenepsb npocro Buaeth He mory! Ilporushsiiil.. Bens on
9yTh HE yOuI Bac!

VY BapsaTuHCKOTO OTJIErjo OT cepama. EMy moaymanocs, 94to Teneps camas yaoOHas MUHYTa,
YTOOBI HAYMCTOTY OOBSCHUTHCA C KHSDKHOM, M OH, TOHU3MB TOJIOC JI0 HIENOTa, CKa3al:

— AmnHa BacunbeBHa, 1aiiTe MHE CJIOBO, UTO Bbl HE PACCEPAUTECH U BBICITYILIAETE MEHS.

— l'oBopuTe, roBopute! — BOCKIMKHYJIA JEBYILIKA, CHOBA BCS BCIIBIXHYB, IPEIUYYBCTBYS, K
4eMy OH KJIOHUT PEUb.

bapatuHCKHMM IepeOXHyl U, OIIAHYBIIWCh HAa CTapuka PyIHUIKOro, MEMJIEHHO
MPOXaXUBABILErOCS B JAJbHEM KOHIE 3ajbl, Kak OyaTO M He oOpaiias Ha HUX BHUMAaHHS,
3arOBOPUIIL:

— S yx n1aBHO coOupascs MOrOBOPUTH C BaMH, Ja BCE Kak-TO JIyXy HE XBarayuo. 3HaeTe, U He
poOok 51, a mepen Bamu poben. A motom 3toT Jlonropykwii... Kasamocs MHe, 4TO BBI €ro Jro0uTe. ..
Hy, a reneps...

AHIOTa TyKaBO yJIBIOHYJIACh U Mepeduia:

— A tenepb Bbl YOAUIIMCH, YTO S €T0 HE JH00II0?

— Ja, ybenuncs! — BOCTOp)KEHHO BOCKIMKHYA Bacunuit MaTBeeBuu u, cxumas e€ pykH B
CBOMX, MPOJIOJDKAT: — YOeauscs, a MoToMy U XpaOpocTu HaOpaJicsi, YTOObI C BaMH 3arOBOPHTb.
Anna BacunbeBHa, Benp 000 Bac, Oousiblie xu3HH JTr00M0! C mepBoro B3rjsaa, ¢ MEpBOit
BCTpeYH 5 OTAa] BaM Mo€ cepaie. CKOJIBKO MYK sl IPUHSUT 32 3TO BpeMs, Kakasi OelieHasi peBHOCTb
Tep3ajla MEHs, KOIr1a s BUJIEN, YTO BbI JIACKOBBI HE TOJIBKO CO MHOMO, HO U ¢ [losropykuMm. Benp u
Ha [MOEAVHOK-TO 5 €ro U3-3a HTOr'0 BBI3BAIL

— DI'mynslit! — mpomenTana KHSOKHA, TyKaBO MODKUMAs TyOKH.

— Ho 3aro xakuM cyacTbeM MOJHO Temepb MOE cepale! — MpoaopKain MOJIOI0N KHA3b. —
CkaxuTe K€ MHE, MOTY JI sl IPOCUTh Balleil pyKH y KHsA3s1 U KHATMHU? CorjacuTech JIM Bbl CTATh
MOEH KEHOU?

— I'mynbrit! — emé Tume mennyiaa AHIOTa, TaK THXO, YTO OH CKOpee MO JBWKEHUIO €€ I'y0
yrajai, 4yem paccibliial e€ cioBa, — riaynsiid! Heyxxenu Bbl He yOequIInuCh, 4To 5 Bac J00I10?

— Taxk BbI COIJIaCHBI, COTJIACHBI?

— Hy, nonsitHo, cornacHa!

W, cxBaTuB €ro 3a pykKy, KHs)KHA MOTALIMIA €ro 3a co00I0 K OTILY, KOTOPBIA BCTPETHI UX
JIACKOBOH YNBIOKOH.

— barromka, — cka3ana ona, — OjarocioBuTe Hac! Bacunuii MaTBeeBUY JIFOOUT MEHS, U S
coryiacHa ObITh €ro )KEHOM.

Crapuk IpoxalnuMiu pyKaMu, CO ClIe3aMH Ha IJ1a3ax, OOHsIT MOJIOBIX JIFOJCH U MPHIKal UX K
CBOCHU I'PYJH.

— Hy BoT 1 nagHo, AeTku, u gagHo! — mpobopmoTan ctapuk. — beperure e€, KHs3b, OHA Y
Hac ojHa!

— lNocnon! — BocknukHyn bapsaTuHckuii, — Aa s AKU3Hb CBOIO OTJaM 3a €€ cyacTbe!

— Bepto, Bepro! 3Hai0, 4TO THI CIABHBIM MaJblid, MOTOMY U paja ¢ TOOOI0 MOPOJHUTHCSI. A
Teneph K MaTepH MoiémTe, mycTh U OHA Bac OJIaroCIOBUT.

W oH nepBbIi clienall HECKOJIBKO 1IaroB 10 HaIpaBiIeHUIO K ABepu. Ho kuAruHsa Pynnunkas,
noJiHasi, Aebemnast U 10 CHX MOp emé KpacuBas KEHIMHA, caMa B 3TO BpeMsl BOLILIA B 3aiy. Barmsin
e¢ ymain Ha JJI000BHO HMPWXKABIIUXCS IPYT K JPYTy MOJOIBIX JIIOJIEH, U OHA BOCKIMKHYJIA!

— Yro x 310? U HE CTHIAHO BaM 0e3 MaTepu TaKoe JIEJI0 BEPIIUTh?

— IIpocture, marymka! — Opocwiack K Hell Ha Tpyab AHHA, — MBI ceHYac TOJBKO
coOMpasuCh UATH K BaM.

— Byner Bopuars, cTapyxa! — 3aMeTHII CTapblii KHs3b, — OJIarOCIIOBIISAN IeTel, a U JIeNO0 C
KOHLIOM!

— bor 6marocioBuT! — IpoKaluM rojocoM IMPOroBOpUiIa KHITHHS, OCEHSAS CKIOHEHHBIE
T'OJIOBBI MOJIOZBIX JIFOAEH IIUPOKUM KPECTOM.
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B 310 camoe BpeMsa B CMEXKHOW KOMHATE IOCIBIIAIUCH YbU-TO TSDKENBIE IIArd, U 4Yepes
MTHOBEHME Ha IOpOTe 3aibl NOSABUICSA KHA3b Anekceld Jlonropykuii. . .

MlasaV
McTutennb

Heoxxunannoe nosiBnenue Anexces MuxainoBuua nopasmwio U bapsTHHCKOro, U CTapukoB
PymHUIKMX, ¥ TONBKO KHSDKHA AHHA HE pacrepsuiach, He TMOTepsula camMoOoOJIafiaHusi M BECeNo, C
JyKaBO# ycMmenkoit ooparuinack k Jloaropykomy:

— Uro X 3TO BBI, KHS3€HbKA, OOMaHynH MeHs? Beab MOKOWHUK-TO KuB. M HE CTBHIAHO BaM
OBbLIO TaK 3710 TOCMEATHCS HAaZ0 MHOIO!

CrnoBa KHSDKHBI, €€ HEPUHYXAEHHOE oOpatieHne oobe3opyxmwin Jonropykoro. XoTs oH U HE
JOTAJaJCs, 4TO MPOU30LUIO 3/1€Ch 3a MUHYTY IIepe]l €ro IPUX0J0M, HO KOT/la €ro B3IUIAJ yIajl Ha
bapsATUHCKOrO, ¢ pagoCTHBIM BHJIOM CXHMABIIETO B CBOUX PYKaxX MAJECHBKYIO PYYKY KHSKHBI,
CMYTHOE€ OIIACEHME ILIEBEIIBHYJIOCH B €r0 Aylle. Y HEro sBUJIOCHh HEBOJIBHOE ITOJ03PEHUE, YTO €TI0
urpa mpourpaHa, 0COOEHHO KOTJa OH BCHOMHHJI MPO OOMOpOK, KaKUM BCTPETHJIA €ro CJIOBa O
cMmepTH bapsTuHCKOrO KHS)KHA AHHA, M ITPO TO, 4TO 00a pasa, KOrjia OH 3ae3xall K Py HuLKuM, oHa
HE BBIXOJIMJIA K HEMY.

OH cpa3y He Haméncs 4YTO OTBETUTH HA CJIOBA MOJIOJOW JAEBYIIKH U TOJBKO KakK-TO KHCIIO
yIABIOHYJICS. A KHSDKHA MEXIY TEM IPOoJoDKaa:

— Tak BOT, Balle CHATEIbCTBO, B HaKa3aHUE 32 OOMaH g X04y Bac MOPAa3UTh HEOXKUJIAHHOM
HOBOCTBIO. ..

W ona nykaBo B3rIsiHys1a Ha bapsaTuHCKOrO.

JloJIropyKuii mouMai 3ToT B3TJIAL U HEBOJIBHO B3POrHYII.

— Uro Takoe? Kakyro HOBOCTh? — OBICTPO CIIPOCHII OH.

KHsbkHa momouiyasla HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ, CJIOBHO HApPOYHO pa3KUras €ro HETEepleHue, U
IIOTOM MEJIEHHO, OTYEKAHUBAs KaXKJI0€ CIIOBO, CKa3aja:

— S BBIXOXKY 3aMyK.

— 3a KOoro? — XpUILIBIM I'OJI0COM CIIPOCHI J{0IropyKHid.

AnHa BacunbeBHa mojomIIa K CBOEMY JKEHHXY, B3sUla €ro 3a pPYyKy U, IIOKa3bIBas
J1oJIrOpyKOMyY Ha HETO, TOPKECTBEHHO IIPOU3HECIIA:

— BoT moit 6yaymuii cynpyr! IIpoury, Barie CHSITEIbCTBO, €r0 JIOOUTH Jja KaJIOBaTh!

Anekcelt MuxaitnoBuu 3700HO 3aKycwin ry0y, Opocws Ha KHs3s bBapsTHHCKOrO B3IIIs[q
HEMPUMHUPUMOM 37100BI U XOTEN OBUIO BBIMTH, HE IV HU HAa KOTO M HE CKa3aB HU C KEM HU CJIOBa,
HO IIOTOM IIepeAyMall ¥ 3a3BEHEBIINM, KaK BBICOKO HACTPOEHHAs CTPYHA, I'0JIOCOM 3arOBOPUIL:

— UYecTb 1 ciaBa Te0e, KHsDKHA AHHA BacunbeBHa: cymena MeHs, aypaka, oboiitu... Hy uto
e, To0uTech Ha cyacThe... Jlaii Bam bor coBer ga at000Bb... TOJBKO MMOMHUTE M MOE CI0BO. UTO
JI0 MEHs, 5 BaM IIOCTaparoCh YCTPOUTH TAKO€ CYACThE, YTO Thl HE pa3, KHsDKHA, I10XKAJIEEIb, YTO
OTTOJIKHYJa MeHs. A Tebe, Balle CUATENbCTBO, Bacunuii MaTBeeBud, sl MOCTapaioCh MPUTOTOBHUTH
CBa/IcOHBIM TOJApOK... HE 3HAI0 TOJIBKO, OyleT Ju OH Tebe Ha pajocThb. Thl 3ax0oTen Moel
BpaXX/bl, — HY U Noxyuuib eé! A Bpaxnaa Jlonropykux yero-HuOyapb ja CTOUT!..

N ¢ stumu cnoBamu Anekcedl MuxailoBHY OTBECHJI HAaCMELLIMBO LEPEMOHHBIN IOKIIOH,
CTICLIHBIM IIIaroM BBIIIEN M3 3aJIbl, TOYTH OMPOMETHIO COEXal C JIECTHHUIBI M, BCKOYHMB HA CBOETO
apraMaxa, KOTOpOro Jep;Kajl B IOBOAY OJUH M3 CIyr PyaHMIIKOro, BO BECh OIOp IOMYAJCS B
Kpemiip, TO 1 1eno nmojocyst 60Ka JIOIIaau TO MIIOPaMH, TO XJIBICTOM.

Korna on nouieren k 60KOBOMY BXOJ1y JIBOPIIA, JIOIa b ObLIA BCS B IEHE U YyTh HE Majaja ¢
HOT.

JloAropykui CHPBITHYJ C KOHs, OpOCHJI TOBOJBS OIHOMY W3 NPUIBOPHBIX KOHIOXOB,
MOCTOSIHHO ~ TOJITMBIIUXCS 3/1€Ch, M OBICTPBIM IIArOM HANpaBWICA Ha TIOJIOBUHY CBOETO
JBOIOPOJTHOTO OpaTa, o0umIia roHoro naps, MBana AnexceeBuua Jlonropykoro.

WBan AnexceeBuu Obln y ce0si. Korma Anekceit Bomén Kk Hemy, OH CUJIeT BepXOM Ha Tadypere
B OJIHOM pyOalike M HaWTrphIBajl HA MACTYIIbEH jKalelke KakoW-TO kanoOHbIi moTuB. Urpa Ha
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IyaKe, KOTOPOIO MPUMaHHUBAIOT COKOJIOB, J1a Ha JKaJIeHKe COCTaBIIsIa JTIOOMMOE 3aHATHE I[apCKOTO
¢daBopuTa, 1 Bce cBOOOIHBIE MUHYTHI, KOT/Ia €My yJIaBaloch oTxaenarscs oT Ilerpa, TpeboBaBiiero
€ro MOCTOSHHOTO ITPUCYTCTBUS, OH IIPOBOJAMI 32 3TUM 3aHATHEM. Bany AnekceeBudy IIEN B 3TO
BpeMsl TOJIBKO JIBAALIATh MEpBbIM roa. He moyyduBIIM modTH HUKAKOro oOpa3oBaHUs, MOYTH BCE
JETCTBO IIPOBEMIIMM Ha moyisAx bypaeBku, pomoBoro mnomectbsi Jlonropykux B OpioBckoi
ryOepHUU, OH JIOOWJ THXYIO CEIbCKYIO JKH3HB, JMIOOWI e€ He3aTeinuBble 3a0aBbl. B AyIIHBIX
KOMHATax MeTepOyprcKuX MajaT CBOEro OTIIa, a 3aTéM M B LAPCKUX MOKOSIX OH YacTO BCIOMHHAI
CYACTIIMBOE BPEMS CBOEH KU3HU B bypaeBke, 4acTO BOCKpEIIA) B CBOEH MaMITH KAPTUHBI MECTHOMU
IIPUPO/IbI, TAK MHOTO TOBOPUBILIEN €70 FOHOMY CEPALY.

CaenaBmucek OJIM3KUM JIPyroM HaclleIHWKA MpecTosa, a 3ateM umneparopa I[lerpa Broporo,
OH EIMHCTBEHHBIH U3 BceX JloNropykMX HE pacCUMTBIBAN, KaKyl IIOJb3Y M Kakue€ BBITOJbI
npuHeceéT emy 3Ta Apyx0a. On mobun [leTpa kak TOBapHIa CBOMX JETCKUX UTP, JIOOMII €ro pajau
HEro camoro, a He pajau €ro LapcKoro TUTyna. B To camoe Bpems, Kak U OTELl €ro, U BCE €ro AU
BMEIIMBAJINCH BO BCE MPUIBOPHBIE MHTPUTH, CTAPAIUCh W3BJICYb KAK MOKHO OOJBIIE BBITOJ U3
6mu3octu VBaHa K oHOMY umIeparopy, cam MBan nHe mpocun y [letpa s cebst poBHO HUYETO,
JIOBOJIbHBINM HE CTOJIBKO THUTYJIOM HAPCKOTo (haBOPUTA, CKOJBKO JIFOOOBBIO, KOTOPYIO MHUTAT K HEMY
[Iérp. Ho mopoii, koraa eMy Hajoejala cyera IMPUABOPHOM JKU3HU, OH TATOTWICS JaXe W 3TOH
TM000BBIO U, HE MMEsS BO3MOXKHOCTH OTIPABUTHCS B CBOIO BypaeBky, 3anupaics B CBOMX KOMHATax,
BBIHMMAaJ U3 POCKOIIHOTO C CepeOpsSHBIMUA MHKPYCTAIMSIMH SIIAYKA MPOCTYIO MACTYILIBIO JKaJIeHKy
Y IPUHHUMAJICSI HAUTPHIBATh HA HEW MOTHUBBI, CIBIIIAHHBIE UM B JIETCTBE. BOT B TaKkyr0-TO MMEHHO
MUHYTY U IIOIIAJ1 K HEMY ceroiHsa Anekcel Muxaitnosuy.

[Tomyaca Tomy Hazax VBaH moccopuicst U3-3a 4ero-To ¢ napéM u yoexan k cede, HeCMOTps
Ha TO 410 II€Tp, KOTOPBIN HE yMEN HAa HETO AOJIO CEPAUTHCS, UyTh HE HACUIIBHO YACPKUBAJI CBOETO
mobumia. Ho MBan u moccopmiics-To ¢ HUIM MOTOMY, YTO €My CTaj0 YTO-TO TPYCTHO Ha Cepale,
€My XOTeNOCh MOOBITH OJHOMY, MOOecenoBaTh HACAUHE C CBOEH Jkaneilkoi, m oH, HE oOpamias
BHUMAaHHM Ha yCHJIEHHBIE TPockObl [leTpa, Bcé-Taku yoexkan u3 napckoro kabmHera.

Crny4aiiHO OH He 3amep JBEpH, U MOTOMY AJIEKCEH 3acTall €r0 COBEPIIEHHO BPacIIOX. YBUISL
BXoJps1ero o6para, MiBan ObIcTpo BCKOYMII € TAOYPETKU, CMYILIEHHO CYHYN JKaJeHKy B SIIMK U TOTAA
TOJIBKO MPOTSHYN AJIEKCEIO PYKY.

— Yto 310 ¢ T00OI0? — CIPOCUII OH, TJISAS HA €ro B3BOJIHOBAaHHOE JHUI0. — He3mopos Thl,
Ané€ma, uro au?

Anexcell MuxaioBuY JHCTBUTENBHO ObUT HE MOX0X Ha ceds. JIumo ero Obuio Oenno Kak
IIOJIOTHO, MYCKYJIBI IIEK CYAOPOKHO B3JparuBaliy, IOJ IJa3aMu JIETJIa pe3Kas TE€Hb, a CaMH IJia3a
TO Ka3aJIUCh COBCEM MOTYXIIUMH, TO BCTIBIXUBAIU AUKHUM, 37I00HBIM OTOHBKOM.

— Yrto ¢ T06010? — cHOoBa noBTopmi MiBan. — Ko Tebs Tak pazodunen?

Anekceil MuxaiiyioBU4 ne4aJibHO B3ZOXHYJ U TSKEIIO OMYCTUIICS B KPECIIO.

— AX, Oparen, — ckazaj OH, — Bpar y MEHsI HapOJIWJICs, ¥ OOJIbILOM Bpar!..

U oH 37106HO CKall KyJaku.

— Kro TakoB? Kakoii Bpar?

— Kua3p bapsatunckuil.

— OTO ¢ KOTOPBIM Tl CTpENSIICA?

— OH caMblil.

— Jla dero ke Bbl C HUM Temepb-To He mojenuian? Yero Thl Ha HEro BCE 37MOOHUIIbCS?
[TpocTpenun eMy MIKYpy, YyTh HA TOT CBET HE OTIPABHII, — KaXXHCh, MOXHO OBbITh U JOBOJHHBIM!

Anexcell pe3Ko BCKOUMII C MECTa.

— JloBobHBIM? — BoCKIUKHYNI OH. — Hy, Het, UBanymika, 3Toro /yist MeHsi Majo!

— Tak yero xe Tl X04ellb?

I'maza Anexces 3noBenie O6necHynu. OH TepeoXHyl, TOYHO B IPyId HE XBAaTHIIO BO3IyXa, U
OTBETUJL:

— Yero s xouy? Hemnororo: Toipko ero cmeptu. Jlo Tex mHop, MOKa OH XKUB, sl HE
YCIIOKOIOCH. .. S] 10 Karie BBIIIII ObI €0 KPOBb U TOJIBKO TOTa OBl YTOJIMII CBOIO MECTb.

Kakasi-To TeHp ckonb3Hyna no iuiy MBana AnekceeBnuya. OH HaXMypHII CBOU T'yCTble OpOBH
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U IPYCTHO IOKA4aJl FOJIOBOM.

— Ax, Anémra, — cka3an oH, — Kakoi ke Thl KpoBoxkamublii! M uro Takoe Tebe caenman
bapsaTuHCKUH, 4TO ThI TaK HAa HETO B3bEJICS?

— Uro oH caenan? OH oTOMN y MEHsI HEBeCTY!

— Buna He Benuka. Ckopee Tbl caM BUHOBAT B 3TOM.

— To1, kaxxercs, cMe€best Haslo MHOM, BaH?! — BenbixHyn AJiekceit MuxaiinoBuy.

— 51 He cMerOCh, S TOJIBKO YIUBIIAIOCH, — I'PYCTHO Ipoaospkan Mean. — Tbl Xouenis MCTUTH
YeJIOBeKY TOJIbKO 3a TO, YTO B TJjla3axX JEBYIIKH, KOTOPYIO Thl JIOOWIIb, OH HUMeeT OoJblie
IIPEUMYILECTB, YEM Thl. Belb HE BUHOBAT K€ OH HA CaMOM [I€JIE, YTO Thl € HE HPaBUILILCS.

Anexcell TOp0 MOJHSII TOJIOBY M PE3KO CKa3all:

— S mpumén x TeGe coBCeM He 3aTeM, YTOO BBICIYIIUBATh TBOM HACTABJICHUS.

— Tax 3a4eM jxe Tbl MPUIIEN? — TUXO YIbIOasACk, cipocui MBaH.

— 3a TBOEIO NOMOILBIO.

— B uém xe s Tebe 10JKeH OMOYb?

— YHu4TOoXkUTh bapsatunckoro.

I'maza lBana AnekceeBHMYa 3aTyMaHUJIMCh, TOYHO NOJAEPHYJIUCH Kakoi-To Biarod. OH
MEJUIEHHO BCTaJ C Kpecia, Ha KOTOPOM CHJIEJ, HECKOJIBKO pa3 MOJI4a MPOIIENCS U3 KOHIA B KOHEIL
KOMHATbI 1 HaKOHEI, OCTAHOBHBIIUCH Iepe]] OpaToM, 3arOBOPHIL:

— Kakue BBl cTpanHble Bce moau, Asekceil! Heyxenu Bbl gymaere, yTo €CiaM s UMEIO
CUACThE WJIM HECUaCThe OBITh OJM3KUM K I1apIio, TO €CTh, MO-BallleMy, IMEHOBAThCS BCECHIIBHBIM, TO
s HEeNPEeMEHHO 00s3aH yMoTpeOsATh 3Ty OJM30CTh U 3Ty CHUJIy Ha BCAKHE TOIJIbIC, MEP3KHE U
rpsi3Hble nenumKku? [mynblil Tel yenoBek, Anekceit! Heyxenn Thl HUKOT/Ia HE cOOOpaXkal, 4yTo 4eM
BBHIIIE CyAh0a MOCTAaBHIIA YEIOBEKa, TeM Oojiee OH 00s3aH 3a00TUTHCS O CBOCH MOPSIOYHOCTH H
gectHOCTH? Her, Anekceid, U Tak JTFOAM MHOTO JENaioT 37a. Thl, MOXKET ObITh, TyMaellib, 4yTo s OyIy
urpatb poinb Anekcannpa lanunoBuya MenmmkoBa? Tak Tbl jkecTOko omubOcsa. S mpekpacHo
3HaI0, M 3HAI0 3TO Ha OMNBITE TOTO K€ MEHIIMKOBa, YTO Cyan0a ObIBaeT OYEHb IEpEMEHUYUBA.
MeHIMKOB ObUT MOYTH IAPCKUM TECTEM, MOJHOBIACTHBIM BepiuuTeneM cyned Bceir Pycu, u uto
xe? Tenepb OH HUYTOXKHEE KaXJA0I0 M3 HAIMX KOHIOXOB M, HABEPHOE, OYEHb XKAJIEET, YTO HE MOT
OCTaBUTH 110 ceOe HU B KOM JOOPOI maMsATH, KOTJa MOT 3TO c/ienath. S He X04y MoJpaxark emMy, He
X0UY JIeJIaTh JIFOJSIM CO3HATENILHOTO 3714, XOTs ObI 00 3TOM MPOCKII MEHS POJTHOM OTeIl.

On 3amosuai 1 oTomén ot Opara.

Anekceld TOJHsJICS € MecTa W, OpocuB Ha OpaTa Npe3pUTEIbHBI B3INIAN, BUIMMO
CIEP’)KUBAsICh, CIIPOCHIL:

— Taxk Tel He XKelaenb MHE TOMOYb?

MBaH ne4anbHO B3I0XHYI U TBEPAO OTBETHUIIL:

— Koneuno, ner. U ckaxy Tebe emé, An€mia, HAMOCIENOK: €CIM Thl, MMadye YasHHs,
B3/lyMaellb ¢ bapsSTHHCKMM CBOMM CyJOM paszzienarbcs, — s TeOe He 3aliuTa, Tak Thl U 3Hail! A
Teneph MpoILail: MHE K IapIo UITH HaJOOHO.

U, naneB Ha cebs kadraH, BaISBLIMICA HA 1uBaHe, VIBaH AneKkceeBUY JPYKECKH TOXKall PyKy
OpaTy U OBICTPO BBIIIET U3 KOMHATHI.

Anexcell MuxaillloBU4 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT HE JBUTAJICA, KaK NOpaxEHHbIN rpoMoM. He Ha TO
OH HAaJesICs, OTHPABIAACH CHOJIa CErOJHS, HE TOro OH kJayn oT MBana. 3Has, 4TO IOHBIM Lapb
UCTIOJHSET MaJleiliee >KeJaHue CBOEro rooumia, Jonropykuid pacCUMTHIBAN, YTO CTOUT €My
TOJIBKO TOIPOCHUTH OpaTa, ¥ OH TOTYAC K€ JOCTAHET MPHKa3 cociarh bapaTHHCKOrO B CHOMPCKHE
MIPUTOPOJIBI MITH, IO MEHBILEH Mepe, yCllaTh ero Ha Kakoe-HUOyIb JanbHee BoeBOACTBO. U BapyrT,
BMECTO MOMOIIY, EMY IPHUIIIOCH YCIBIIIATh OT Oparta Jgaxe yrposy.

— Hy, xopomo e, Opareny VMBan AnekceeBud! — mpoBopuan AJeKcel, BBIXOIS U3
IBOpIa, — M 0e3 TBOEH MOMOTH YIPaBUThCA CyMEeM, a 4TO JI0 Yrpo3, KOJIb MBI CaMOCYIOM
paszzienaeMcsi, Tak Beb 51, Oparell, He U3 MYXJIUBBIX, U XOTh TOJIOBY IPUAETCS HA IUIAXy MOJIOKUTH,
a yX s Bpara cBoero u3oymuy!..

U onate A0CTAIOCh €ro CEpoMy apramay, OIsTh IO €ro KpyThIM O&1paM BCIO JOPOTY BILIOTH
or Kpemus, 1o cBoero noma, kotopslii ctosuii Ha IlerpoBke, 6mau3 mnepkBu Cmaca B Kombe,
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Jloaropykuii tynui 6e3 cokaneHus: OM4oM M Tep3aj ero 60Ka pe3laMu MIop.

JloMoii OH SIBUJICSI COBEPIIEHHO B30CIIEHHBIM U HU 32 YTO HHU MPO YTO 10 KPOBU M30UI CBOETO
mobumoro xosomna deapKy U U3pyrajl HOUTH BCEX CIIYT, BEIOEKABIINX K HEMY HaBCTpeEUy.

— Jloma otent? — crpocui oH denpKy, NpsMo MPOX0as B CBOIO ONOYMBANIBHIO.

— Huxkak ner. IlounTait, ¢ nomyaca k Ocrepmany yexanu.

Anexcelt MuxaitioBu4 CKuHyJ ¢ ce0st KaTaH U, He CHUMas camor, Opocuics Ha nocrenb. OH
ObUI CHJIBHO B3BOJIHOBAH, B OJIOBE CTYYaJIM TOYHO JECATKUA MOJIOTOB, B IJIa3aX XOIHMIIN KPOBaBbIC
KPYI'H, Ceplie MpepbIBUCTO Omiochk. EMy XOTenoch yCIOKOUTHCS, 3aCHYTh, HE JyMaTh HU O 4éM,
HO, KaK HApOYHO, T0JIOBA MpOJOJDKaja paboTaTh C MOPa3UTENbHONM HACTOHYMBOCTBIO; MBICIU
OypHBIM BUXpEM MPOHOCHIIUCH B HEH, U OJIaroJeTENbHBIM COH HE CMEXall €ro OTSDKENEBIINX BeK,
OTTOHSIEMOH TSDKENBIMH BOCIIOMUHAHUSIMU O TIEPEXKUTHIX TPEBOIHEHUAX CErOAHsIHETr0 AHs. KpoBb
MpoJ0JDKaNa OypJIuTh MO-TIPEeXHEMY, TlyXas 31100a Takke OyiieBasa B Ipyad, U OH COBEPIICHHO He
MOT yCIIOKOUThCS. [IponiexaB MUHYT 1€CATh, OH BCKOUYMII C TIOCTENIH U KPUKHYII:

— Denpka! [loau crona!l

denpKa, FOPKHYBIIUN OBLIO 3a BEPb, ONIPOMETHIO BOSKAI B KOMHATY.

— W3Bosinnm KIIMKaTh, Balle CUSTEILCTBO?

— Jla, 3Basi, — OTPBIBUCTO OTBETUI AJleKCeil. — AHTPOIBIY 37€Ch?

— H3BecTHO, 37€ch. ['1e % emy, crapoMy 4€pTy, O0JIbIIe OKOJIAaunBaThHCs !

— Ilo30BH ero ko mHe!

— Ciymaro!

N @enpka Tak ke OBICTPO HMCYe3 3a JABEPbIO, KaK M MOsSBWiICA. Alekceil MuxaiiaoBuy,
OCTaBIIMICS OUH, 3ayMaJICA.

— Jla, Tak Oyzaer Jy4ile, — pEIlWI OH, OTBEYash HAa KaKylO-TO TalHYIO MBICIb, — s HE
MEPEeXHUBY 3TOTO Opaka, U €ro HyXHO BO 4YTO Obl TO HM CTaJO paccTpouTh. UTo Tam OydeT moToM,
MHE BCE paBHO, a HOCMesThes Haj co0oit bapsaruHckomMy s He am!

3a BepbhIO 3aIIMBITATH YbH-TO TOPOIUIMBBIE mArd. Jlonropykuit ObICTPO MOJOMIEN K IBEPH U
pacnaxsyi eé.

— Boiinu, AHTpOMBIY, — CKa3al OH, — MHE Te0sl HyXKHO.

Uepes mopor mepecTymusl HHU3EHbKHUW, CrOpOJICHHBIA CTapUKallka C OMYyXIIHM OT
O6ecipoOyIHOTO TBSHCTBA JIMIIOM. MasleHbKHe, TaK Ha3bIBAEMble MBIIIMHBIE TJIa3KH €ro
0ecroKOWHO Oerayii Mo CTOpPOHaM, CyXue OECKpPOBHBIE T'YObl KaK-TO XHTPO YJIBIOATUCh, U HA JIMIIE
3acThlIa Takas paboJierHas rpuMaca, KOTOpas SICHEE BCSKUX CIIOB OOBACHSIA XapaKTep 3TOro
YEJI0BEKA.

370 1 ObUT AHTPOTIBIY.

Anekceit Jlonropykuid, n30paB ero opyameM MecTH MPOTHB bapsTHHCKOro, MpeKpacHoO 3HA
XapakTep AHTpPOIBIYA, TOTOBOTO 33 M3BECTHOE BO3HATPAXACHUE COBEPILUTH JIOOYIO MOMIJIOCTH,
m000€ MpecTyIUieHue.

— Hy, AnTtponsruy, — cka3zan Asekceld Jloaropykuii, Koraa CTapuk NEPECTYIHJ MOPOT, —
ciymaii. MHe Hy)KHO MOpY4YHUTh TeOe 0JTHO BaXKHOE JIETIO. ..

MaBsa VI
KpoBaBoe nopy4yeHue

— Bort Bunumb, B 4éM 1e510, AHTPOIBIY, — IOCIE HEOOIBIIOr0 MOJYaHUS Hadan Anekcei
MuxaiinoBu4, — €CThb Yy MEHsI 4eJIOBEK, OT KOTOPOro Obl MHE XOTeNOCh N30aBUThCs. He 3Haems iau
ThI, KaK 3TO YMHEE cliearh?

AHTpPOIIBIY XUXUKHYJI, U B €0 MOJICJIENOBAThIX IJ1a3aX 3aMeIbKall KPACHBIE OTOHBKH.

— UYro X TYT AymMaTb MHOTO, Balle CUSATEIbCTBO? — XPUIUIO OTBETWJ OH. — Yaii, n3Boaun
BHJIaTh, KaK KypaM TOJIOBbI CBEPTHIBAIOT: YMK — U roToBo! Bblna, K mpumepy cka3aTh, Kypa ajb
METyX, — aH XKapKoe JIEKUT!

— Hy u notpoum, caenaii Muinocts! — JloNropykuit HEBOJIBHO YNbIOHYICS. — Tak-To OHO
TaK, — CKa3aJl OH, — TOJIBKO HAJ0 3TO JIEJI0 C OMAacKOi 06enaTh.
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— MoxHO 1 ¢ omackoil. 3aBEN B MOTAafHOE MECTEYKO, MBIPHYJ HOXKOM 10J 004OK, — aH OH
HABEK U MOJIYOK!..

— TosbkO cMOTpH, AHTPOIIBIY, — OMSATH NOBTOPUI JlOATOpYKMH, — HAJ0 TaK CBapraHUTh,
4T00 U CIIeI0B HE OBLIO, MOTOMY IIEPCOHA BAXKHAS.

— A KoJIM BaKHas, Tak TeM Jyuuie. C Ba)XKHON MEPCOHOM M BO3UTHCS MHOTO HE HaJ0. A KTO,
K IPUMEPY CKa3aTh, TAKOB?

W, cka3aB 370, AHTpPOIIBIY NBITIMBO YCTPEMMJ CBOM MBIIIMHBIE TJIA3KU B JIMLO AJEKCes
MuxaitioBuya.

— Kusa3p bapsatuHckuii, — riyxo oTBETHII TOT.

— Taxkc! — OypkHYT AHTPOIBIY. — DTO KaKOH e, CTapUK alb MOJIOJION?

— Monogonu.

— Takc! — onaTh npoTsiHyn AHTponbd. — CTasno ObITh, MO JTI00BU CTOJIKHOBEHHE BBIIIIIO?

— Ilo kakoit mo6Bu? — BenbixHyn Jlonropykuit. — YTto Tl Menenb, 1ypak?!

MplmuHbIe TJIa3KH AHTpOTbIYA 3a0erayiy emeé cuibHee, U XUTpas YnblOKa MCKPHUBHIIA €ro
r'yOBI.

— Jla yX moJIHO, Balle CUATENbCTBO, Mbl, CaBa bory, He MaoneTKH, Koe-4To noHumaem. 1
O IyDJISILIUM HACIIBIIIAHBL, U HACYET KHSDKHBI PyTHUIIKOM KOE-YTO 3HAEM. ..

JloAropykuii HEIOBOJIBHO HAXMypuil OPOBU U CTPOTO MPOU3HEC!

— Hy, 6yner riaynoctu 6ontats! JlaBaii roBoputs o0 aene!

I'ma3ku AHTpombIYa KaK-TO Cpa3y MOTYXJIH, U OH, BHE3AITHO CrOPOMBIINCH U MPUHU3UBILHUCE,
CMUPEHHO OTO3BAJIC:

— H3BonbTe Balle CUATENBCTBO, OyAeM TOBOpPUTH O nene. Tak Bam, cTaio ObITh, YTOJHO
MoJtosioro bapsTuHckoro n30bITh?

— Jla! — otpeiBuCTO OTBeTUN ANekcelt MuxainoBuy.

— U Tak u30bITh, 4TOOBI HA BAIly MUJIOCTh HUKAKOW OXYIJIKH HE Tajo?

— Hy, nonstHoO!

— W 4T00BI1, 3HAYUT, CIIEI0B HUKAKUX OTBHICKATh OBLIIO HENb3s?

— KoneuHo.

— HM3BoabTE, MOKHO 00/1€71aTh!

CkaszaB 3TO, CTapuK 3aMOI4ai U BIIMJICSA OCTPBIM B3IJIAA0M B Jloaropykoro.

Anekcell MuxaillloBu4 MOAMETUI €ro B3IJIAJ, HO HE OTBeTH cpasy. OH mnpoméncs
HECKOJIBKO pa3 [0 KOMHATe, 3aTe€M IOJOLIEN K OKHY, BBIXOJMBILIEMY BO JIBOP, B CTEKIA KOTOPOIO
risigena OecripocBeTHast HOYHAs Mrja, modapadaHui MajbliaMy 10 NEPeIuIéTy pambl, TOTOM CHOBA
IpoUIENcs 0 KOMHATe enl€ pa3 U TOJIbKO TOrJa Y, OCTAHOBUBIIKCH HaKOHEL Iiepe]] AHTPOIIBIYEM,
3aroBOPUIIL:

— Tak BOT, AHTPOIIBIY, COCITY)KU-Ka MHE ciyx0y. OueHb yx MHe bapsATHHCKHIT HEHABUCTEH,
U JIOPOTO 5 JaM, €CJIK ero He OyJeT B JKUBBIX. ThI 3HACIIb MEHS, s IIEAPO IUIaYy TeM, KTO CyMEeT y
MeHs 3acnyxuTb. Ho 3ato s 6ecniomaieH K M3MEHHUKAM, U €CITM Thl MHE H3MEHHUIIIb, TaK Oeperucs!

W npu 3ToM 0H 0071271 AHTpOIIBIYA TAKUM TPO3HBIM B3TJISI0OM, YTO TOT HEBOJIBHO HOMISTHIICS.

— Uro BbI, MOMUITYIATE, Ballle CUATENBCTBO! — 3a00pMOTai oH, — J1a s HU B )KUCTh! [1o rpob
Balll CJIyra.

— Hy To-10 )e! Tak obemaenibes B €10 HCTIOTHUTD?

— JKu3Hb10 KISHYCB!

— W u3bynems Mue bapstunckoro?

— bynwTe cniokoiinbl! Kak kypéHky ronoBy cBepHéM! Koraa npukaxere HauMHATH?

— Yewm ckopee, TeM sayunie! OH, BUILb, KEHUTCA HAa KHSKHE PynHUIIKOH, Tak Hazmo emeé 1o
CBabOBI €r0 K MpAoTLaM CHpOBagUTh. M MOMHM, AHTPONBIY: KOJH YOEpELb Thl MHE €r0 TUXUM
MaHEpOM, — IPOCHU YEro Xouellb, HUYero He noxanero. Hy a teneps crymaid, na risau, el HoHe
MIOMEHBIIIE, a TO CIbSHY HEHAPOKOM MPOOOITACIIBCS.

AHTpOTBIY 0OMIUUBO MOJIKAI T'yOBl U CTYKHYJ Ce0sI KYJIaKOM B TPYab:

— Moruna! YMpér tyr! A noka 1o cBuaaHbs!

W AHTpOIIBIY TOPOTUIMBOM pacciiabieHHON MOXOAKON OCHEIINT BEIMTH.
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— Ilocroii-ka, — ocranoBu ero Jlonropykuii, — Benb, 9aii, JCHET-TO pU TeOE HET.

AHTpPOIIBIY YXMBUIBHYJICS.

— Kakwue y Hac nenpru! Hu nosymku, Bamie cusiTesCcTBO!

— Tak Benp, yail, JeHbru-To Tede OyAyT HYKHBI. MOXET, KOTO IPUTOProBaTh NPUAETCS?

— OHo TOYHO, 0e3 eHer Kak 0e3 pyK, — COrIacuics AHTPOIIBIY.

JloJropykuii ogomeENn K yKJIaJaKe, CTOSBIICH OKOJIO MOCTENH, IIPUIIOIHSII KPBILIKY, ITOPBLICS
TaM U, JI0CTaB TOPCTh CepPeOPSHBIX pyOIIEBUKOB, BBICHINAT UX B CI0KEHHBIE JIOJOYKON MTPUTOPILIHH,
CTapHKa, KOTOPBIN CIIEIUI 33 €r0 IBWKECHUIMH PA3TOPEBIIUMCS XUIIHBIM B3IJISI0M.

— Ha Tebe moka, Ha pakuBy, — cKazan AJiekceii MuxailioBud, — a KOJIb emié
3aHaJ00UTCS, TOTJAa CKaXelllb. Tenepb MOXKEIb UITH.

AHTPOTBIY APOXKAIUMH PYKaMU 3aCyHYJ HOJY4YEeHHbIE pyOJIEBUKU 3a Ma3yxy U TOPOIUIUBO
BBIIIEN U3 OIIOYUBAIIBHU, OTBECUB KHA3I0 HU3KHUI IIOKJIOH.

Korna on ymén, Anexceit MuxaidinoBuy 001eryéHHO B3OXHY U TPOMOJIBIIL:

— Hy, neno nanaxeno. Tenepp norisiium, 4To Aanbiie Oy/er.

3areM OH pasfeics, MCTOBO MoMoywiics Ha oOpa3 CmacuTens, TIISICBIIET0 Ha HErO U3
PE3HOr0 KMOTa KPOTKHMM B3IUIAIOM CBOMX SICHBIX O4€W, U yn€rcs B moctenb. Ha 3ToT pas coH He
3acTaBWII ce0sl XKIaTh, U Uepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT JloNropykuid ciai y)xe, Kak HeBUHHBIN MJ1a/IeHell.

AHTpOTBIY HEeAapoM B3sU1 pyonéBuku oT Jlonropykoro. OH He cTan MemKaTh UCTIOJTHEHUEM
3TOTO 3JI0JICHCKOr0 3aMbICiia U Hadall [IOIbICKUBATh HAAEKHBIX TOBApPUILEH /U1 KPOBABOTO Jena. A
B TO BpeMsl HalTH TakuxX HaASKHBIX TOBapHIlel B MOCKBE HE NPEACTaBIsUIO OOJBIIOTO

3aTpyaHeHus. MoOcCKBa B OKpYKaBIIUX €€ c1000/aX, HACEIEHHBIX TATJICaMHU 7, JaBajla B T€
BpeMeHa Oe30MacHBId MPHIOT OerfapiM M OecracrmopTHBIM, a TakuxX ObUI0 MHOro. bexanu ot
YCIIOBHM KpernocTHOro ObITa, Oexanu oT pekpyrcTBa, BBeaEHHOTo llerpom IlepBbiM u KOoTOpOE
ObUIO TOT/A, KaKk HOBas TATOTa, HEHABUCTHO PYCCKOMY Jroay. bnaromapst HEyCTpOCHHOCTH
MOJIMIIEMCKOTO Haa30pa Oeriyienpl ObLIM MOYTH B O6e30macHOCTH B MOCKBe, M MOATOMY OHa cTaja
IUIS HUX U3JI00JICHHBIM MIPUTOHOM U cOOMpalia X B CBOU CTEHBI LIEJIBIMU TOJMAMU. DTH TYISAIINE
JIOY, HE MMEBUIME HUKAKOIO JIETAIbHOIO IIOJIOKEHUS, MCIBITABIIME CIIAaJ0CTh BOJM, HE
Ope3roBali HUKaKUMH CHOCOOAMHU Ui JOCTIDKCHUS CPEACTB K JKU3HM, U U3 TYJSIIIUX JHOIeH
JeTAIICh CKOPO BOPaMH, MOIIIEHHUKAaMH M pa30oifHuKaMHU. Bopam ¥ MOIIEHHUKAaM UCKOHU HY>KHBI
TECHbIE MECTHOCTH M TOJIA, U OTU YCIOBHUSA B HEKOTOPBIX ITyHKTaX MOCKBBI HCTOPHUYECKHU
CIIOKHJIMCH CO BCEMH y100CTBAMU /ISl MPOMBIIIISIFOIINX YYXKOI0 COOCTBEHHOCTHIO. JIHEM BOJIbHBIE
moau mHbIpAIM Ha KpacHoit miomany u Kpecriiax Mexx 1y 6ecrnopsio4HO HaCTPOSHHBIMH JIaBKaMHU
U IlIajallaMy, B KOTOPBIX MPOU3BOAMIICSA TOPr pa3HbIMU MPEAMETAaMU, HAUMHAsl OT CTApOro TPSIbs
U KOHYas 3aMOPCKMMHU JMKOBHHKAMH, aTJIACOM, 0apXaTOM, CKATHBIM >XEMYYrOM M 30JIOTHIMH
BElaMU. 37J€Ch B Y3KHUX IMPOXOAAX MEXKIY JaBKAMM ITOCTOSIHHO TOJINMJICS HAapoJ, ¥ BOJBHBIM
moasM ObUIO JIeTKo paboTaTh B TecHOTe. HacTymana HOYb, M OHA He MPOXOJHIA IS HUX J1apoM.
TémHbIe, HEOCBEIIEHHBIE YAUIIBI, TaK Kak (oHapu ropeiau Tojbko B Kpemue, Ha MSCHUIKOM,
[TerpoBke M HUKUTCKON, MyCTBIpU U 3aKOYJKU IPEICTABISUIM OoJibIIHMe ynoOCTBa A HOYHBIX
rocTei, coOupaBIIMXCA MIalKaMM ¢ TPaOMBIIMX BCTPEYHBIX M TIONEPEYHBIX, a MOPOH
3a0MpaBIIMXCS M B JKHJIbIE JIOMAa M YHOCHBIIMX BCE, YTO MOMaJajlio UM THoJ pyky. U He oxHu
rpabexu U pa30ou COBEpIIAIH 3TU Tyasmue Joau. OYeHb YacTo MOJJaBJICHHBIC CTOHBI CIBIIIATINCH
B 3TUX INIyXUX IEpEYyIKax, OYEHb YaCTO HAYTPO MPOXOXKHUE HATHIKAJIUCh HA OKOYEHEBLIMHI TpyIl
Kakoro-HuOyJb HecyacTIMBIA, IIOMABIIEr0 B Jambl XUIIHUKOB. HecMoTps Ha Bce ycmius
MOJIMIIEMMENHCTEPCKOW  KaHIENSpUU, HECMOTpst Ha Bo3oOHOBieHHEe CBHICKHOTO —IpHKas3a,
JOJI’KEHCTBOBABIIIETO BENaTh BCE «MOIICHCKHE M pPa300iHBIe» Jena, rpadekd U pa3dou He
IpeKpallaluch, a U caMH pa300HHUKM M TpaOUTENHM PEeNKO TOMAJadd B PYKH IOJIULEHCKUX
JI030POB.

OHHM Tak JIOBKO CKPBIBAIM CBOM CJE/bl, TaK MOTAHO XOPOHMIIKUCH OT JHOOOTBITHOTO B3TJIsAA

7 THFJ'IGHBI — HACCJICHUC, 00JIOKEHHOE IIOJaThIO (THFJ'IOM).
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MOJIMIEHCKUX CBHIIUKOB, 4T0 CBICKHOW MpHUKa3, BO30OHOBJIEHHBIH B TojJ KOHYMHBI EKaTepuHBI
IepBoii, ka3acs mo4TH OECCHILHBIM B IOUMKE MPECTYITHUKOB.

Jla B 3TOoM Oeccmiiiu He ObUIO TOJOXHUTEIBHO HHYEro yauBHTENbHOro. Ilpexne Bcero,
MockBa ToNbKO B IeHTpe, okojo Kpemins m Kuraii-ropona, mpexacraBisia Koi-kakoe mojodue
671aroyCTpOCHHOTO0 TOPOJa, a U TO HE COBCEM. YJHIBI ObUIM TaK y3KM M TECHBI, YTO TOPOIO
JBMKEHUE SKHUITaXEH 3aMeUIsIIOCh U3-3a CKOIUIEHHs BO30B; IUIOIIAIU OBbUIM TaK 3arpsi3HEHBI, YTO B
JIETHIOIO IIOPY HECTEPIIUMOE 3JI0BOHME Pa3HOCUIIOCH BETPOM. JloMa TO TSAHYIMCH KBEPXY CBOUMU
ME30HMHAMH, 3aMEHSBIINMHU NIPEXHUE TEPEMHBIE BBILLIKH, TO CIIOBHO BpacTaiu B 3eminto. Jlaxke Ha
IVIaBHBIX YJIMILAX TAHYJIUCH YyTh HE MO JIBECTU CAXKEHEW IYCTBIPH, 3aKPBIThIE MOKOCUBILIUMHUCS U
MOJIyCTHUBILIUMH 3a00pamH. . .

U 310 6bu10 B 11eHTpe Mocksbl! UTo ke mpencTaBisuiu €€ OKpauHbI, €€ CI000Ibl, TaIeKo
BBIJIBUHYBIIHMECS 32 YEPTY IPEKHEr0 3EMIITHOTO ropoja!

Ot cnoboapl ObUIM HE YTO MHOE, KaKk TpOMAJHbIE ACPEBYIIKH C pa3OpOCaHHBIMU B
Oecniopsiike JOMHILIKAMHU, OTIACISABIIMMUCSA JPYr OT Apyra IMYCTHIPSIMH, OTOpOJaMH, a MOpOH U
LENBIMUA POLIMIIAMH. Y3KHE TECHBIE NEPEYJIKH BBIXOJWIM MPSAMO B IOJE, 32 33JaMH HAuyMHaJCA
npemyuuii 6op. I'psi3e u 6eqHOTA 3716Ch OBLIN CTpaITHBIC.

W BOT TyT-TO U IOTUIIUCH «BOJIBHBIEY JHOAH, CKPBIBAsICh OT PO3BICKOB MOJULEHCKUX CBHIIIUKOB.

Camoit ymoOHON M caMOi W3IMIOOJICEHHON B 3TOM OTHOIICHHH MECTHOCTHIO Oblia crmobomaa

Hanpynnas, rne HblHe HaxonsTcs 1epkoBb Tpudona MydeHuka 8 u JlazapeBckoe Kianouuie.
[Tonp3oBanock pacnonoxxkenneM TéMHoro joga u CyméBo, u ceno Hopo-Tpourkoe (Ha mecte
KoTopoil moctpoeHa KpecrtoBckas 3actaBa). Otu céna ObUM OYeHb yJHOOHBI, TIaBHBIM 00pa3oMm,
MIOTOMY, YTO K HUM C JIByX CTOPOH NMPUMBIKaIH Jpemyune ae0pu MappuHoii u CokoIbHHYBEH por,
NPEJCTaBIABIINE, B CIIydae BHE3AITHOW TPEBOTH, caMOe HaI&KHOE YOeKHILE.

AHTpOTBIY XOPOIIO 3HAJ, Ky/a HalpaBUTh CBOM IepBble maru. CTapuk U caMm enié HeAaBHO
NPUHAIIEKAT K «TEMHBIMY» TYISIIUM JIOAIM. JleT 1BaanaTe ToMy Ha3aa AHTPOINBIY HE OBbLIT TAKUM
MOJIyAPSAXIIBIM CTapUKOM. B Ty mopy eMy TOJBKO YTO HMCHIOJHUIIOCH TPUALATH JIET, U OH HE
MOMBIIUISII, YTO JKECTOKasi CyAab0a Tak CKOpO MPEBPAaTHT €ro B CTapuKa, mbsHUIY U Opossry. Ho
KECTOKUH ynap paspaswica Haa HUM. bospun Kpamopes, ybMM X0J0MOM OH OBbLT B Ty HOpPY, ObLI
OOJNBIIMM LIEHUTENIEM >EHCKOM KpacoTbl. Kak Ha Oenmy, xena y VBamku AHTpomnoBa Obuia
KpacaBulla IIMCaHasl, CTaTHas1, C BBICOKOM I'PYybIO, C TJIa3aMU OTHEBBIMU, C KOCOM 4yTh He 110 mAaT. U
npurisHyiaack 6ospuHy VBamkuaa 6aba, U mpuKkaszaid OH B3STh €€ B CBOI BBICOKHI TepeM, 4TOOBI
Ha HOYb 4YecaTh IISTKH CIACTONIOOMBOMY OosipuHy. VBamika B3BBII BOJIKOM, KOTJa CTapocCTa,
MPULIEIINNA 32 ero )KeHOU, 00bIBHI eMy Oosipckuii yka3. Ho Gosipckast BoJis CHIIbHEE XOJIOICKHX
cné3 1a HeIThs, 1 Maphbs cTaja yecatb OOSpUHY IISTKH.

Kak omymieHHbIH B BOJy, TOUHO NPUIIMOIEHHBIN pa3pa3suBIIMMCS HaJ HUM yAapoM, Opoaui
AHTpOIIBIY 110 BCEMY CE€Iy LEeNbIX TpU IHA. Ha ueTBEPTHIN OH pe3Ko TPAXHYI JOXMATOW IOJOBOMH,
OTTOYMJI TIOOCTPEE HOXK, 3a0pasicsi HOUbIO B OOSPCKYIO OMOYUBANIBHIO, 3ape3all Maphlo, CHaBIIyIO B
Horax 00spCKOM MOCTENH, TKHYI U 00SpHHA, — 1@ He JOOUJI, TOJIBKO MOPAHMII. ..

JloxHO OBITh, TIOCIE YOMIICTBA XKEHbI, KOTOPYIO VBalika CHIIbHO JIIOOMI, CIIE3bI 3aTYMaHWIH
ero riasa, ¥ pyka JAporHya.

Bosipun Kpamopes 3aopan ot 6o Giiarum matoM. Barka He cTaj )KJaaTh, MokKa cOeryTces Ha
€ro KpHK, CUTaHyJl B OKHO M IpOTaj B HAJABHHYBIIEMCS CO BCEX CTOPOH HEMPOIJIATHOM HOYHOM
MpakKe.

MBamiky, KOHEYHO, MCKaJM, UCKAIM OYEHb YCHJIEHHO, TIOTOMY 4YTO OOSIpHH, BBI3JIOPOBEB,
MOCYJIUII 32 €ro TIOUMKY CTO cepeOpsiHbIX pyOiieil, — U He Hanuii. TEMHAas HOYb, IPUHSBIIAS €70 B
cBOM OOBSTHSA, HE BbIIAJIa, B KAKyl0 CTOPOHY HamnpaBuics VBarika.

CraB «BOJBHBIM», AHTpONBIY MOOBIBAN W Ha Bonre, u B ApeMydyux OpJIOBCKUX Jiecax;
nob6pancs u 1o Mocksbl. [locne mobGera oH Hayaln MbSIHCTBOBATh M MajO-TIOMANly OIYCTHJICS IO

8 HepxoBs Tpudona B HanpyaaoMm Ha ceBepe TormanrHeii MOCKBEI IOCTpoeHa emmIé B KOHIE 15-ro croierus u mana
Ha3BaHue TprOHOBCKOH yIuIle.
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TOT0, 4TO JaXKe €ro ke OpaThs, pa300MHMUKH, PEIIMIA OT HETO OTBA3ATHCS, TaK KaK OH HE CTOJIBKO
MOMOTaJI, CKOJIbKO Meman. W BOT AHTpoOmbIdy BOJICH-HEBOJEH MPHIUIOCH NPUOETHYTH K
MOKPOBUTEILCTBY KOTO-HUOY/Ab M3 CHJIBHBIX MHpA, 3aTeM, YTOOBl HE MOMACTh B PYKH OOsSpHHA
Kpamopesa, xuBmero tenepp B MOCKBE M, HECMOTpPS Ha IUIOXYHO CTap4yeCKyl0 HaMmsTh, HE
1103a0BIBILIET0, OJIHAKO, KAKYIO IITYKY MPOJIeNaj IBaALAaTh JIET TOMY Ha3aJl ero «HeBepHBIN» pao.

K MOKpOBHUTENBCTBY «CHIIBHBIX» B TO BpeMs OOpallajich OYeHb MHOTHE U3 OCrJIbIX, U 3TO
ObUIO HE B JUKOBUHY. 3HATHBIC BEIBMOXKH CUUTAIM OCTJIBIX Ja)Ke JIYYIIMMHU CIIyraMH, YeM CBOMX
KPEMOCTHBIX XOJIONOB, U C OXOTOM NpPUHMMAIM MX, TeM Oojiee 4YTO B OOJBIIMHCTBE CIy4acB
«rynamme» ObUIM HEpeIKO MPEKPAaCHBIMHU CTOJIIpaMM, IUIOTHHKAMH, ClecapsMH, a MOpod u
noBapamH, ropaszio 6ojee yMenbIMH, YeM JBOPOBEIE.

AHTpoTBIY OBIT MOBApOM MW, MpPO3HAB, 4TO KHA3b Muxawn Bragumuposuu Jlonropykwii
HY)KJAeTcsd B XOPOILIEM I0Bape, OTIPaBUIICS IMPEUIOKUTh CBOM YCIYru. 3a cIMHOW Jlonropykux
MOJKHO OBLJIO JKUTh COBEPILIEHHO CHOKOHHO, M OH, YTOOBI IPUBJIEYh HA CBOIO CTOPOHY MOJIOJIOTO
KHs35 AJlekces, paccKka3al €éMy B KOMHYECKOM JAyXe INEeYalbHYIO JApamy, MCKOBEPKAaBLIYIO €ro
xu3Hb. OH He omuOcs B pacuére. Alekcero, OOJIBIIOMY TYISKE M YEJIOBEKY JIalleKo He
HPaBCTBEHHOMY, JIa)K€ BBITOJHO OBLIO UMETh TAKOTO MOJIOJIIA, KOTOPBIN MO CTPaXOM YTPO3bl WIH
3a JGHBI'M MOXET MOWTH Ha BCcE, 1 AHTPOIBIY ObLT 3auciieH B ABOpHIO. KoHewHo, ero ciyxba He
MOTIJIa Ka3aThCsl OYEHb NMPUMEPHOM, TaK KaKk He MPOXOAWiIo JHsS, uTo0 MBarika He ObUI MbsSH, HO
Anexcell aepkall ero «Ipo BCSIKUM ciydail». Ciydail npucrnesn, 1 AHTPOIIbIY IPUTOTUIICS.

bypHas JXM3Hb M CKHUTaHbE «HA BOJIE», KOHEYHO, IEpe3HakoMWiu IBamky co Bcel
MOCKOBCKOHM roJbITh00i. OH 3Haji, Tie eMy OThICKaTh HY)KHBIX JIIOJ€H, U Ha JAPYrod JeHb, B
BEUEPHIOIO TOpY, 3a0paics B Hampyanoe.

[Ipoiias moOuYTH 1O TOCIETHEro psifia TMOKOCHBIIUXCS JOMHILIEK, OpOCaBIIMX B HOYHYIO
TEMHOTY JIy4d CJIab0ro CBETa M3 CBOMX KPHUBBIX, 3allAUKAHHBIX OKOH, OH HaKOHEI J00pajcs 10
OJTHOW M3O0YIIKH, CTOSIBILICH MOYTH Ha OTJIETE, U HETPOMKO MOCTydYasl KYyJIaKOM B pacIIaTaHHYIO U
BpeMEHEeM, U OyIIeBaBIIUM TYT TOPa3/l0 CHIbHEE, YeM B TOpoOje, BETpoM KanuTKy. Ha ero cryk
3aTsBKaja co0aka, IOTOM KTO-TO TPOMKO BBIPYTaJICS U OKJIMKHYI:

— Koro tam myr 3anéc?!

— byner nastecsa-1o, — oTo3Bancst AHTponbd. — OTBOpsH JIydlle.

3a KaJUTKOW 3aCKPHUIIENH MO PACXIIA0ABIIMMCS MOCTKAaM TsDKENbIE 1Iard, U TpyObIil roJyoc
MOCTIBIIIANICS YK€ BOJIU3H.

— Jla TBI KTO TakoB?!

— OrtBopsit — yBuauLb... VI3 01HON BEPEBKU BUTHI, YNHUTHCS HEYETO.

— T'ostoc 3HAKOMBIi, @ IPU3HATH — HE MPU3HAI0, — MPOBOPUYAT HEBUAUMBINA cOOECeTHUK. —
Hy na nux te6st BO3bMH, — IYIIYy, aBOCh HE CIIOMACIIb. ..

3arpemen JKeJe3Hbl 3acoB, KaJIWTKA, CKPUISA, KPAXTS M OXas, paclaxHyslach, U B JHIO
AHTpONBIYY YyIapuil CHONI CBeTa OT (poHaps, KOTOPBIM JepiKayl 3J0POBEHHBIM pakuil IeTHHA,
OTBOPHUBILHM KAJIUTKY.

— [la, Hukak, AHTpoOnbIY? — yIUBIEHHO BOCKIMKHYJ OH.

— Sl u ecrs.

— Tak 4vero ke Tbl cpasy, crapas Kouyepra, He 0ObsSBUiICA... UT0? AJb €70 €CTh, YTO MBI
TBOEH MUJIOCTH 3aHAT00UITUCH?..

— Ilo#iném B n30y... Tam u moTosaKyem.

W AHTpomnbIY, OTCTpaHUB C JOPOTH AECTHHY, 3allaraj M0 CKPUIyYUM MOCTKAM K KPBLIbILY.
XO03511H 3anep KAIUTKY U HallpaBUJICS BCIIE] 32 HUM.

Huzenbkas, rps3Hast KOHypKa, B KOTOPYIO BOIIEN AHTPOIIBIY, ObljIa COBEPIICHHO MyCTa.

— A rae xe pebara, MuTsii? — crnpocui cTapuk, OKHJIbIBas KOHYPKY, IJIOXO OCBEUIEHHYIO
JBIMUBIIEH U TpelaBlleil TIyYMHON, OBICTPBIM B3IJISIOM.

Murtsii 3aayn GoHapk, CIpATal €ro B OCTaBell, BUCEBIINI HAa CTEHE, K OTBETHUIL:

— I'me? U3BecTHO, HA pabOTy YIILIH.

— Hy, oHo, k npuMepy, u ayduie. be3 HapoLy-TO CKIaIHEH.

— A moTaiHoe €0, J0JIKHO?
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— Iloraiinoe.

— Hy Tak cka3bIBaii. ..

AHTpPOIIBIY XUTPO MPUILYPUJI JIEBBIH IJ1a3 U XUXUKHYI:

— A yromense rae? Yaii, 3Haelib: cyxas JIOXKKa poT AEpET.

— Wb, yrpoba HeHachITHast! — BoIpyrancs MuTsiii, HO BCE-Tak BCTaJ, JOCTAN U3 MOCTaBLA
NoJIyITO(, CTaKaH M TAPENKy C KHCIOW KaIyCTOM.

— Bor 310 nagHO! — apoXkamuM rojocoM BOCKIMKHYA AHTPOIIBIY, HaluBas CTakaH U C
KaJHOCTBIO IIPOIJIaThIBasl 3E€JIEHOBATYIO XUAKOCTb. — A TO coBceM cmopuio. Hy a Teneps
ciymam. ..

W o npuHsics nocBamars Mutss B moApoOHOCTH CBOETO 3JI0I€HCKOTO IIIaHa.

Mutsii ciyman MoJida, U3pelKa TOJbKO MOIJIAAbIBas Ha CBOEro cobOecelHUKa, HO ObLIO
BUJIHO, YTO IIpeIIaraéMoe A€o €My BIIOJHE IO AyIIe: YeM Jajibllie TOBOPUI AHTPOIBIY, TEM SpUe
ropeiu riaza Mursis, 1 Korja HakoOHel TOT KOHYMII, MUTAI BCKOYUI U BOCKIUKHYIL:

— Jlagno. He cymunesaiicsi! Beé oOnenaem!..

MnaBa VI
Mo cnegam MeHwukKkoBa

Ecnu MBan Jlonropykuii He 3a00THiCsS 00 YIPOUSHHH CBOETO MOJO0XKEHUS U, TOBOJIBCTBYACH
TM000BBIO IOHOTO UMIIEPATOPA, HE CTapascs U3 ATON JTOOBU M3BJICUb KaK MOKHO 0OJiee BBITOJ IS
ce0s M CBOEH CeMbH, TO COBCEM HE TaK IOCTyNal ero oTel, KHiI3b Ausekcell ['puropreBuu
JloJropykui.

YcerpanuB MeHIIMKOBA U IIOCIIAB €r0 B CCBUIKY B JalbHUN bepé30B, OH cMeo MOMIEN 10 €ro
cienaM, 3a00TACH HEe O Lape, He 00 ero OJaroJeHCTBUH, a TOJBKO 00 yJOBIETBOPEHHU CBOETO
HEHACBITHOTO YECTOIIO0US.

[Tonp3ysick M0O0BBIO U pacrosiokeHreM oHoro Ilerpa, Anekceit I'puropbeBud, Tak ke Kak U
MeHIUKOB, cTapajics yAAIUTh OT HETO BCE ONACHBIE MIEMEHTBI, BCEX TEX JIOJEH, KOTOPbIE MOTJIU
MOBPEAUTH €ro 3aMbiciaM. Tak oH mocrapaics u30aBUThea OT Anekcanapa JIbBoBuua Hapslmkuna

9, nBoropoaHoro 6pata Benukoro Ilerpa, Tonbko yto Bo3BpaméHHoro u3 Ilensima, — Kyna oH ObLI
cociaH MEHIIMKOBBIM, — TOJBKO JJISi TOTO, YTOOBI OBITH COCIIaHHBIM CHOBA B CBOIO JIEPEBHIO, HO
yKe 1o HacTtosiHUIo KHs3s [lonropykoro. Tak emy ynanock otaenatscsi oT Cepres [ImutpueBnua

Tomumpiaa 10, KOTOPOT'O CHUJIBHO TMOJIIOOMI 11aph, HO KOTOPOTO BCE-TaKU OTIPABMIIM TOCIAHHUKOM
B bepnun. B 10 ke camoe Bpems Anekceil I'puropbeBud crapaics ynaiauTs Iletpa n oT nmpuHIueccs
Enu3aBeTsl 1 yMEHBIIUTH 3HAUYEHHUE B TJ1a3ax naps 6apona Ocrepmana, JelCTBUTENBHO XOTEBIIIETO
BOCIIMTHIBATS 11aps, a HE CIeNIaTh U3 HEro 0e3rpaMOTHOrO Heyda, Kak Toro goousancs Jloaropykuid.

byayun BTOpbIM BOCIMTATENEM OHOTO UMIeEpaTopa, Asiekceld ['puropbeBuu, BMECTO TOTO
YTOOBI MPUOXOTUTH IIAPCTBEHHOTO peOEHKA K 3aHATUIO HAyKaMH, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI CleNaTh U3
HEro JOCTOMHOrO NpEeeMHHKAa €ro BEJIUKOro Jea, yHOTpeOssy BCce YCHIIMSA, YTOOBI BIOJHE
noMyuHUTH [leTpa cBOoeMy BIMSHUIO M, TIOTBOPCTBYS BCEM €ro CIA0OCTSIM U MPHXOTSAM, CTaTh K
HEMY B TakKO€ )K€ IOJO0XEHHE, B KaKOM ObLI onanbHbIi Teneppr MeHmukoB. IleTpy, KoHe4HO,
00JIbIIIe HPABUJIOCH €3JUTh MO TMOJISM U JIeCaM, OXOTACH 32 JIECHBIMU OOHMTAaTENIsIMU, YEM CHUICTH B
KIIACCHOM KOMHAT€ 3a KHIDKKOW; €My HpaBWJINCh, IOHSATHO, TOpa3fo OOJbIIe BecENbie
TOBApUIIECKUE UTPBI C (GAaBOPUTOM, UYeM CyXue Y4€Hble pa3roBopbl 6apona OctepmaHa, U Ajekcel
I'puropseBud 1O3BOJAT UMIIEpAaTOpPy LEnble JHU NpoBOoAUTh B llerpoBckom naBopue u
KonomeHckoM, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI 3aHMMATHCSI HAYKAMU U TOCYIApCTBEHHBIMU JIeJIaMHU, HApPOUHO

9 Hapeimikue Anekcanap JIsBosuu (1694-1746) — npesunent Kamep-komteruu, cuuraincs nporusaukoM Ilerpa |l
n Ob1 1Tpu HEM B omnaste. [Tozxe npesunentT Kommepu-komerun, ceHaTop.

10 romumpm Cepreit Jmurpuesuy (1696-1738) — kH:3b, cbiH BepxoBHUKa. [Tocon B Mcnanuu, [pyceun, [epcun.
Bynyun 3aTeM ka3aHCKUM IryOepHATOpOM, OB 3aCTUTHYT BO BPEMsI OXOThI I'PO30i U YOUT y1apoM MOJIHHH.
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YBO3WJI €r0 Kak MOXHO Janblie oT MOCKBBI Ha OXOTBI, yCTpaWBas 3apaHee IO LEPEMOHHAILY,
0c00eHHO 3a00TsICh O TOM, YTOOBI HA THX OXOTaX HE MPHUCYTCTBOBaIM HM OapoH OcrepmaH, HU
npuHuecca Enuzasera.

On paxe crapancs otnansate oT lleTpa u cBoero ceina MBana, BUs, 4TO TOT BO MHOTOM HE
COTJIaCeH C HMUM, JaJIeKO HE COUYYBCTBYET €ro 4ecTOJIIOOMBBIM 3ambiciaM. bosice, uro MBan He
TOJIBKO HE 3aX04YeT MOMOTraTh €My, a, MOXKajyi, OyleT MpoTHBOJCHCTBOBATh — U B CHIIy CBOETO
0oJiee MPaBIUBOTO XapakTepa, U MPOCTO MOTOMY, YTO OH C HUM C HEKOTOPOTO BPEMEHH HE B Jaax,
Anekceil ['puroppeBuu pelInil MOCTENIEHHO OTAAJIUTH IOHOTO 1aps oT MBaHa W 3acTaBUTH €ro

MIEPEHECTH CBOIO JIIOOOBH Ha BTOPOro chiHa, Hukomnas 11,

VBan AnexkceeBUY, MOXKET OBITh, U JIOTAABIBAICA O KO3HAX, KOTOPHIE CTPOHUT MPOTHUB HETO
OTell, HO HE TOJBKO HE CTapaJiCsl UX pa3pyIUTh, HE TOJBKO HE MPOTHUBOICHCTBOBAM, a, Kak Obl U HE
3aMeyas uX, caM JJake Urpajl eMy B PYKY, ITOCTEIIEHHO BCE OoJble 1 0obie oTaassich ot [letpa.

C HMBaHoM Kak-TO cpa3y IIpoM3olIa pe3kas nepeMeHa. Eié HepaBHO OH TepneTb HE MOT
pasryna M IMOIMOEK, B KOTOPBIX TOTJAIIHAS MOJIOAEKb MPOBOAMIA BCE CBOOOIHOE BpeMs, CIOBHO
cTapasch BO3HArpaguTh ce0s 3a BO3JAEp)KAaHHE TIETPOBCKUX BpeMEH. MenaHXOJUYHBIH,
3alyM4MBbI{, TPYCTUBILIUH I10 MOJISIM U JIECaM BOTYMHBI, B KOTOPOM OH IIPOBEN CBOE AETCTBO, MBaH
yIaIsIcsl OT IIYMHBIX cOopuil, m30eran OyHHOro Becenbs, IIYMHBIM IOTOKOM KJIOKOTaBIIETO
BOKPYT HETO...

W Bapyr, kak-To cpa3y, OH cTajl coBeplieHHO ApyruM. OH BCE pexe U pexe crail
COIYTCTBOBaTh LIAPI0 B €r0 4yTh JIM HE €XKEAHEBHBIX moe3nkax B M3maiinoBo, KomomeHckoe,
[IerpoBckuil 1BOpeL; NepecTan Ja)ke NOSBIATbCA HA LAPCKUX OXO0TaX MW Mpenalicsa TaKou
OecmiabanTHOM, pa3rylnbHOW XKU3HU, YTO BCE 3HABIIME €ro, a B 0COOCHHOCTH caM [I€Tp, Tompko
IuBY nanuchk. B MockBe 3aroBopuiii 00 ero m3yMHUTEIbHOM IBSHCTBE, O CKaHIaIaX, B KOTOPHIX OH
ObUI ¥ TIEPBHIM 3aYMHITUKOM U Y9acTHUKOM. OH IO IeNbIM HeJleNIsIM He MOSBIISIICS HU B JIOME OTIIA,
HU B CBOMX JBOPLIOBBIX ITIOKOSIX.

[I€rp cTpamrHO ropeBaj O TAKOM MOBEJIECHHH CBOETO JIOOMMIIA, U B 3TO-TO BpeMsi AJekcel
['puropbeBuY 1 MPUHSIICS Pa3BIIEKaTh €r0, MOJIb3YAICH MOJHEHIIEH CBOOO 0.

Xutpsiii OctepMan Bc€ BpeMsl puxsapbiBai, Enn3aBera Bnana B HEMWJIOCTb, ['onMibIHA HE
06110, — ¥ JlonropykHii cTay NpUBOAUTH B HCIIOJHEHUE IaBHO 0O TyMaHHBIH IJIaH.

Anexcell 'puropseBrY NpeKpacHO MOHUMAJ, YTO MOJIOKEHHUE €r0 U €0 POJIHU JAJIEKO HE TaK
npo4Ho. B Hapose ero He m00UIM 32 TO, 4TO, OyJAy4dH BOCIUTATEIEM LIapsi, OH HE BOCIIUTHIBAJ €T0,
a, pa3BlieKas, HCTOIIAJ 3apaHee ero M 0e3 TOro He KpPenKyl HaTypy; NPHUABOPHBIE, M B
0COOEHHOCTH YWICHBI BEPXOBHOT'O COBETA, MOJIOKUTEIHLHO HEHABUIENIU €T0 U 3a ero (paBop y Haps, u
3a 3aHOCYMBOCTb, HAIIOMUHABIIYI0 [0 BpEMEHaM MEHIIHUKOBCKME BpemeHa. HyxHo,
CIIeZIOBATENIbHO, OBIJIO YKPENHUThCs, CTaTh TBEPAOM HOrOW Ha Ty IMOYBY, KOTOpas Temephb BcE emé
Kosiebanach, — a JJIsl 3TOTO CaMbIM MOJXOAALINM CPEICTBOM OBLIO JKEHUTHh LIapsi Ha OJHOW U3
CBOHUX JI0YEPEH.

— CraBim HapcKUM TecTeM, — TOBOPUJII OH MBICICHHO, — 51 Oyzy BcecuiieH. Torma yx MHe
00STHCSI HEKOTO U HEUero.

Ho, nymas tak, oH 3a0bIBajl HEAABHUU NpHMEp, MPOILISALUINNA Tepea ero ke Iia3zaMu, —
npuMep MEHIIMKOBA, KOTOPBIA TOXKE 4YyThb HE CHAENAICS LAPCKUM TECTEM M, pPa3KaJOBaHHBIM,
TUIIEHHBIN YMHOB, OPJICHOB U BCEX CBOMX OOTaTCTB, BIAUWJI TEMEPh B IIIyXOM CHOMPCKOM MOCENKe
caMmyro XaJIKyto ku3Hb. OctaHaBiuBan Anekcest [ puropbeBuda OoT €ro 4ecTONIOOMBBIX YBIICUEHUH
€ro JIBOIOPOJHBIN Opat, (enpaMapiinan poccuiickux Boiick Bacunuii Brnagumuposuy Jlonropykui,
YEJIOBEK UCIIBITAHHOW YECTHOCTHU M 3aMEUYaTeIbHOIO yMa.

— beperucs, Opat, — ckazain oH emy, Korjga Asekced ['puropbeBud cOOOIIMI O CBOMX
Ha/IeK1ax Ha Opak mapsi ¢ KHsKHOM ExatepuHoi, — Oeperuch: Thl 3aX0/JHUIIb CIUIIKOM JAJIEKO.

Anexcelt 'puropbeBud Mpe3pUTEILHO BCTPSXHYII MIJIEYaMHU.

— He manemie, yem 3amén MeHIITHNKOB.

11 Honropykuit Hukonaii Anexceesud (1713-1790) — mnamummit 6part dasopura [lerpa 11, mosxe opuraup.
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— Hy, oH moman CIMIIKOM JajieKo, YTOObI JKeJaTh CJIEeJ0BATh €ro MpUMeEpy, — yCMeXasch,
oTto3Basics Bacunuit Biiagumuposuy.

— Tak Benp OH MOrHO MOTOMY, YTO BOCCTAHOBMJI BCEX IMPOTUB CEO0s, — TOPSUO BO3PA3HI
Anexkceit Jlonropykuii.

— A TBI Takoil OE3BHHHBIM arHel, 4To MPOTUB TeOs HUKOro HeT? Ommumbaerbes, Anekcei
I'puropbuy, sxecToko ommubaembes. M3-3a Te0s Hac Bcex HeHaBUIAT. M ckaxy Tebe mpsMo, 4To
KOJIb Thl Ha TaKyIO IIYTIOCTh MOJICTUIIBCS Ja MPOCBATaeIb 3a Laps JOYKY, — II0XO OyneT Aeo.
[Ipomaném mMbl Bce HU 3a TpOLL.

— byner kapkatb, BopoHa!

— Jla 1 He kapkaro. I neno rosopro.

— Jla gyero x omnacatbcs?!

— A toro, yTo Opak 1aps Ha NOIAaHHOW HBIHE HEMBICIIHM.

— /la Ha KOM JK€ HalllM LIapu paHblIe KEHWINCh?! — BOCKIMKHYN Anekcell ['puroppuy. —
Yaii, Bc€ HA MOAAAHHBIX. ..

— Tak To ObUIO paHbIIe. A HOHE COBCEM Jpyras CTaTbsi. lemepb He NaayT YCHIUBATHCS
OJTHUM B ymiep0O ApyruM... Tam Kak Tbl XOIIb, KOJIX HU CEMbH, HU ceOs, HU HAaC HE Kajeelb... A
BCE CKaXxy: HE JeJI0 3ayMall.

Ho u yBemanus 6para He oOpazymuin Anekcest ['puropseBuya. OH CIUIIKOM OBLIT YBEpEH B
PAacIoNIOKEHUH 1apsi, YToObI 00AThCS rpaayiux 6en. [la u nepcnexTrBa Oyaylero Beauuus Oblia
CIIMIIKOM 3aMaH4MBa, YTOOBI YECTONIOOMBBIA BEIbMOXKa MOT OTKa3aTbCsi OT CBOMX HAACKI U
MEUYTaHUM.

W oH Hayay IpUBOAUTH B UCIIOJIHEHUE CBOU 3aMbICEIL.

Y0eauTh IOHOTO MMIIEpaToOpa B OMIMOOYHOCTH BO33PEHUIN €ro BEJIMKOTO Jie[a HE COCTaBUIIO
O0JIBIIIOTO TPYZAA YK€ IMOTOMY TOJIBKO, YTO MOTYIIECTBEHHOW COrO3HUIEeH JlonropykoMy sIBUIIAacCh
6abka mapsi, nHokHMHA [IpackoBbs, — HACHWIIBHO MOCTPIDKEHHAs nepBas cynpyra Bemukoro Ilerpa.
Ona HeHaBHJIeNa BCE, UTO OH CJEJajl, YEMY IOJIOKUI OCHOBY M UYTO 3alloBeall JOBEPIIUTH CBOUM
noromkaMm. OHa He Oblga OONBLION MOKJIOHHHIEH IPEBHEPYCCKMX OOBIYaeB, HO 3alllMIala UX
nepes; CBOMM LAPCTBEHHBIM BHYKOM TOJIBKO MOTOMY, YTO 3TH OObIYau OTBEpr M UCKopeHun [IETp.
Omna Huyero He umena npotus IlerepOypra, Kak CTOJIUIBI ¥ TOPOa, HO TpeOoBaja OT BHyKa, YTOOBI
cronuua Obuta cHoBa B Mockse, notomy uto IIérp moctpoun IlerepOypr u IIétp xe caenan ero
CTOJIMLIEH, OTHAB y MOCKBBI €€ IpeBHEe IVIaBEHCTBO. llapuia-MHOKMHA Jake CO3HaBaja, 4ToO
oObIYaii EHUTHCS Ha MOJJAHHBIX CO3JaéT BOKPYT LIapsi CMYTHI, KO3HH U TPEBOTH, HO HAaCTaWBaia,
4T00 IOHBIA UMIIEpaTop He Opall B )KEHBI MHOCTPAHHYIO MPHHIIECCY, — U OIATH-TAKU IIOTOMY, YTO
sto 3aBeman [Iérp. CioBoM, HEmoOOOBb KO BCEMY, JO Yero KOCHYJAch pyka €€ TeHHabHOTO
cynpyra, Oblla Tak BeJIMKa, 4YTO OHAa OTBOpayMBajach, Koraa B e€ Keibio B Bo3HeceHCKoM
MOHACTHIPE I[apb BXOIMI B CBOEM 0apXaTHOM, PaCIIUTOM 30JI0TOM (paHIly3ckoM kadtaHe... [1érp
YHUYTOXHII IPEBHEPYCCKYIO OJEHKIY, OHA XKeJlana, YToObl BHYK BOCCTAHOBHII €€. ..

Mono0¥ 1ape coramasics Ha Bce TpeboBaHust 0a0Ku, OIepKUBAaeMble COBETaMU AJleKcest
I'puropreBuya, — U faxe Ha MEPEHECEHUE CTOJIMLBI B MOCKBY, — HO HE COIJIallaJiCs Ha U3MEHY
¢bpanIry3ckoMy 1uIaThio. EMy Tak HpaBHIUCH €ro HM3SIIHbBIC, KpacUBbIe KapTaHbI, U TaK CMELIHO
ObLIO LIAPCKOE OJICSTHUE TPEKHUX JTHEH.

W 310 eAMHCTBEHHOE, B UEM MPOSIBUII OH CBOIO CAMOCTOSITEILHOCTb.

C nmomouipio 6abku mapsi Anekcedd J[oNropykuil pemmn HMpoBeCTH M CBOM IMPOEKT Opaka
ITerpa co cBoei MiTaaIIel JOYEPHIO.

Anexcell 'puropbeBuY pemni KOBaTh Keje30, IoKa ropsyo.

3aiisl BeYepoM TOrO K€ JTHS B MMIIEPATOPCKUN KaOMHET, OH C CaMOil HEBHHHOM YJIBIOKOM
oOparuics k [letpy:

— A 1, Ballle BEIMYECTBO, K BAM C HOBUHKOI. ..

— Yro Takoe? — HEZO0BOJIBHO CIPOCHII UMIIEPATOP.

— Ilox [apuubIHOM BOJIKOB IO AHSIIN.

I'ma3za maps, MpOTUB BOJIM, PAJJOCTHO OJIECHYIH, HO OH TaK e HEJOBOJILHO OpOCHIT:

— Hy u nycrs ux...
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— Jla BbI, HUKAK, HE3/IOPOBHI, Ballle BEIMYECTBO, — Y4aCTIMBO 3ameTun [onropykuid. — A
S-TO BEJIEJT HA 3aBTPA OXOTY FOTOBUTSH... Vb ThI, Kakas He3agaya!

— Hy, uto 3a He3nopoB! — orto3Baics II€Tp.

— Tak Kkak ke, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO, IPUKAKETE OTMEHUTH 3aBTPALLHIOI0 0XOTY?

IMapp Ha MUHYTY 3ayMaJCs, IPOBEN PYKOU IO MBUIABIIEMY JIUIY U IIOTOM OTBETHIIL:

— TbI roBopHILIb, BOJIKOB MHOTO?

— CrtpacTh CKOJIBKO!

— Tak 3auem oTrMmeHATh? bynem oxoruthecs. He Bcé mumakarb, HaJjo M TOBECEIUTHCS! —
CIIOBHO OTBeuYass Ha KaKylo-TO TaiHyI0 MBICIb, Pa3JyMYHMBO 3aMETHJI OH M TOTOM OBICTpPO
BOCKJIMKHYJI:

— Bynewm Becenuthest! Yait, HeOoCh U TBOM 3aBTpa MOETyT?

— BcenenpemenHo, Balle BEIU4eCTBO!

— U Kars 6yzer?

— A ona-To yx u nogaBHo! HebGoch 3Haere, rocynaps, kak oHa Bac moout? Eil Tombko u
panoctu, 4ToObl 6J1n3 Bac MOOBITh. M HasiBY-TO BbI €l I'pe3UTECh, a U BO CHE OHA Ballle BEINYECTBO
KOKMHHYIO HOYb BUIUT. JlaBeda, Kak OTBE3Xkall sl K BaM BO JBOPEL, Y HEH TOJIBKO U pasroBOpy
ObLI0, YTO KaKOW-/Ie HAIll UMIIepaToOp KpacaBUMK J1a YTO-JIe 3a CHACTJIMBHUIA OyJIeT Ta, KOTO OH cebe
B cynpyra BeiOeper!

[1éTp caMOI0BOJILHO YIBIOHYIICS U CIIPOCHIL:

— Tax Hey)KTO OHa MEHS U BIPSIMb TaK CHIILHO JIIOOUT?

— Kak xomka BmoOneHa! ['oBopro, uTo y Hell W pasroBopy TOJBKO YTO MpO Balie
BEJIMYECTBO: «370poB JH rocyaapb? Jla uro oH MHe cympadeH mokasaics? [la uro kak OyaTo
noOnenHen ManocTs!» [IpocTo Bce yim, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, MPOXKYKKala. A Kak ckas3al s ed, 4To Ha
3aBTpa 0XOTa Ha3HAueHa, Ja B IIYTKY IMOCMESICS, YTO e Ha TOH oXxoTe He ObITh, TaK MOKpAaCHENIa
Ja)ke BCS, U CIE3BI B TPU pyubs XJbIHYIU. EnBa-enBa e€ ycnokous. CoBceM Bbl €€ 3auapoBalii,
Balll€ BEJIUYECTBO!

Anekcelt ['puropseBud yiabIOHyIICS caMOi JOOPOIYIIHOM U caMOi HEBUHHOM YCMEIIKOH.

Viei0ancs takxke u [lérp. Pacckaz Anekces I'puropbeBnya o JI00BH K HEMY KHSKHBI
Kartepunbl mpou3Bén Ha IOHOro Haps camoe OnarompusiTHoe BreuarieHue. OH ObLT JOHENb3s
caMoIo0MB U M30anoBaH pabOJIENHBIM IMOKIOHEHHUEM, JIbCTUBBIM YX)KMBAHUEM MPUIBOPHBIX,
OYeHb JIIOOMJI CO3HABATh HEOTPA3UMYIO CHIIY CBOEH KpacoThl, M KaXKJas HOBas JItoOOBHas modena
HEBBIPA3UMO pajioBajia ero oHoe cepaeuko. [Ipurom ke kHspkHa Exarepuna Jlonropykas Obuia
KpacaBuIla, TI0 KOTOPOIl B3/pIXana OoJbIlasi MOJOBHHA MPHUABOPHOM MOJIONEXKH, U 3TO BJIBOIHE
yBenuuuBaiuo i Ilerpa neny e€ 1o0BU K HEMY.

— A uro, I'pyuropbnu, — BOCKIMKHYJ OH, — BeJlb KaTsa-To mpexopoueHpkas!

Jlosropykuii pa3Bén pykamu.

— He MHe cyauts, Bame BenuuecTBo! OTel 1eTAM III0X0H Cypbsi!

[1érp ynbIOHYIICS KaKO-TO BHE3AIMHOM MBICIH U, XUTPO MPHIIYPUB CBOU MPOSCHEBIINE TI1a3a,
MEJUIEHHO CIIPOCHII:

— A yto, I'puropsuy, eciu s B KaTio BimroOmoch?

Anekceit Jlonropykuii mo4yBCTBOBaJ, KaKk CHIBHO 3a0MJIOCH €r0 CEep/le, KaK KpOBb ropsiueit
BOJIHOM MPUXJIBIHYNA K JIMIY, U, CTPAIIHBIM YCHJIMEM BOJIU MOOOPOB OXBATHBIIEE €O BOJHEHUE,
PABHOIYILIHBIM TOJIOCOM ITPOU3HEC:

— 1 He yka34uK Bauiemy cepauny, rocyaaps!

— Jla Her, Tbl HE BUJISIN! — BOCKIMKHYJ OH, — Tbl TOJIKOM OTBE€Yail MHE, 4TO Thl Ha 3TO
CKaXKelllb?

— be3mepHo Oyny cuactiuB, Bame BenuuecTBo! JI1000Bb mapckasi, 4yTO CBET COJHIA, —
YKpalaeT Jiroei!

[Ié€rp omsaTh ynabIOHYNCA. ['osloBa ero mpojoswkana padboTarh ¢ JUXOPAJAOYHOM OBICTPOTOIO,
MBICJIH LIEJIBIMHA BEPEHUIIaMH, KaK 00J1aKa 1moJi BETpOM, IPOHOCHIIUCH B HEH.

U on cHoBa oOpaTuiics K JJoJropykoMy ¢ BOIPOCOM:

— A uto, ['puropsuy, ecnu s 3a KaTio nmocararoch, Tbl MHE HE OTKAXEIIh?
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AJekceii jaxxe mo0arpoBell OT paloCTH U H3YMJICHHS.

— Bame BenmuecTBo, — mpoOOpMOTal OH, — Ja HeITo s mocMero! Bel mryTuth u3Bomure!..

— Her-ner, kakue mrytku! — Bo3pazun I1érp. — S sto Bceprés. Hy, na magno! — 6vicTpo
nepebun oH cels, — MbI 00 3TOM ¢ TOOOW CTOJKOBaTbes ycmeeM. Tak, 3HAYUT, 3aBTpa MBI
0XOTHMCs1. BoJIkOB, TOBOpHIITE, MHOTO? YK TO-TO 5 3aBTPa MOBECEIIOCH, TO-TO MOBECEIIOCH!

U oH coBceM Mo-AeTCKU PaIOCTHO 3aXJIONAN B JIAJOIIH.

Mnasa Vil
ExkaTtepuHa [JJonropykas

Becna 1729 rona Obuta Ha AMBO cyXas M XOJIOAHAs. 3a BECh ampenib HE ObUIO MOYTH HU
OJIHOTO IO, U XOTs IOYKH U HAJWIKNCh HA IEPEBBSX, HO HE PACIIyCTHIIUCH Ja)Ke U B HayaJjle Masl.

Ho Bor 6 Mmas Bblllan NEpBBIM CHIBHBIM JOXKIb, TEMIIEpaTypa IOLUIA HAa IOBBIILIECHUE;
I0r0-3aIla{HbIN BETep, JICACHUBIINM CBOUM XOJIOJHBIM IbIXaHUEM, YTUX, U TOpSAYHUE JIy4d COJIHIA
CTaJIM MPUTPEeBaTh OKOYCHEBIIYIO 3eMITI0. JlepeBbsl Hayalln ObICTPO MOKPBIBATHCS CBEKEIO 3€JICHBIO,
npoOuiach mepBasi TpaBKa U OBICTPO MOTSIHYJIACH KBEPXY, CIIOBHO HAaBCTPEUY JKUBUTEIBHBIM JTydaM
COJIHIIA; 3alBella 4yepéMyxa, U €€ ONYpAIOIIHUA apoOMaT CTAHOBMIICA C KaXIbIM JHEM CHIIbBHEE U
CHJIbHEE; TMOKPBUIUCH IIBETaMHU, TOYHO O€JbIM HaJNETOM, BHUINHM W SOJOHM, MU CHOBA OXHWIU
MOCKOBCKHME U TOJIMOCKOBHBIE Ca/bl MPHU OOSPCKUX TEPEeMax, CHOBA B UX T'YCTBIX MOJIYTEMHBIX
MPOXJIAIHBIX aJUIEAX 3a3By4alld BecEnble cepeOpHUCThIe JEBHYBM rojioca, Kak OyITo comepHHYas ¢
3BOHKHUM CTPEKOTAHbEM U YNPUKAHBEM PA3HBIX MTALIEK, LIEJIBIMU Ty4aMHU PESABIIUX B BO3JyXE.

Oxui1 u crapslidi ApeMyuuil cax npu goMme KHs3s Anekces ['puropeeBuua [lonropykoro.
3a3BeHeNn U B HEM NTHYBU MECHH, HAMOJHWI M €ro TEMHBIE aJlIed CepeOpUCTHIN cMeX M BECEIbIi
TOBOP KHSDKECKUX JI0YEPEH.

Cap Jlonropykoro ciiaBuicsi IOYTH Ha BClo MOCKBY, M €Il€ B 3aJJaBHUE BPEMEHA, IIPU LIape
HNoanue ['po3HOM, OAMH U3 IIPEAKOB KH:35 BBIIIKCAI HAPOUHO U3 HEMETUMHBI CaJJlOBHUKA, KOTOPOMY
U MOPYYMJI CeNaTh CBOM caji TaKMM, KaKOro HM y KOro B MockBe HeT, He OblIo U He Oyzmer. U
HEMEII-CaJIOBHUK M3 TPOMAJHOM POIIHM, OKpYXKaBIIeW OOSPCKHM 1OM, chenal JelCTBUTEIBHO
HEBUIAHHOE YyJI0, B CO3/IaHMHM KOTOPOTO HEMAJIO MOMOIIHUICH eMy Oblia 1 cama npupoaa. OHa
TOYHO M3JIWIA HAa pOILYy KHA3A JlONropykoro BCIHO CBOIO LIEAPOCTh M Hajenwia €€ TaKuMU
KpacoTaMH, IIpeJl KOTOPBIMU HEBOJIBHO OCTAHABJIUBAJICS B BOCXUILCHUM BCAKUM.

I'pomaHbIe KyIbl BHICOKUX COCEH, TOPJ0 MOJHUMABIINX K HEOY CBOM BEpXYIIKHU, KaK BEPHBIC
CTPa)XM 3TOrO JIECHOIO L[ApPCTBA B CUMMETPUYHOM IOPSAJKE CTOSUIM HA JIy)KalKax, MOPOCIINX
BBICOKOW COYHOM TpaBoil. KoHuanuch myxailku, oXpaHseMble XBOMHBIMHM BEIMKaHAMH, a 3a HUMHU
HAuMHAJICA JpeMyduil 0op, B KOTOPOM IE€PEMEIIMBAIUCH MOYTH BCE JIECHBIE MOPOJBI CpEAHEH U
ceBepHOil Poccun. Moryune numbl cTosuii 00K 0 60K C TOHKUMU KIEHAMH, SIpKasi 3eJIeHb KOTOPBIX
3 PEeKTHO OTTEHATACh HA TEMHOW JTUCTBE JIUI; OEIOCHEXKHBIE CTBOJIBI OEPE3 BHITATMBAIUCH MEXKITY
HUMM; KyApsiBas OJIbXa IEPEMEIINBAIACH C OPELIHUKOM U, TOYHO CTOPOHSACH OT KOJIIOUEH 3€JICHU
THTAHTCKUX €Jiel, THyla B CTOPOHY CBOM THMOKHE CTBOJIbI, MOKPBITHIE TJIAJKOIO TIISHLEBUTOIO
KOPOIO...

JlepeBbsl CTOSUTM CIUIOIIHOIO CTEHOIO, TaK CIUIETSACh MEXAYy COOOI0 BETBSMH, YTO BBEPXY
oOpa3oBanack Kak Obl JHUCTBEHHAs CETh, Yepe3 KOTOPYIO COJIHEUHBIE JIYUH C TPYAOM NpoOHiIu cede
nyTh U cIabbIMHM OJMKaMH APOXKAJIM HA TPaBe M KOPE JIECHBIX BEIMKAHOB. TO BAPYT CILIONIHYIO
Yanly paspblBal OBpar, 3apoCHIMA MOJIOJBIMH IMOOEraMu, MaNmoOpPOTHUKOM, JIOMyXaMu U
KycTapHUKOM. To pe3Bbli pyde€K, HEM3BECTHO I'/ie OpaBIIMii HAYaJIO U Ie MPOIMAJaBIINi, CIOBHO
BBIPBIBAJICSL M3-TIOJT 3€MJIM M CEpeOpPUCTON 3MEHKON M3BHBAJICS Cpeld OTJIOTUX OEpEeKKOB, C
KOTOPBIX B HETO TIISAAETUCHh TMOKHE MPYThs TajdbHUKA W BepObl. M yeM riaydxke B yaiy — TeM
6onbiie ObuT0 3 dexToB... Hemen-camoBHUK ¢ JT1000BBIO MpHHSIICS 3a Aeno. OH He HCIOPTHI
MEepPBOOBITHOM MPENIECTH POINH, OH HE CPYOMIT Jep3HOBEHHON PYKOW HU OJHOTO JIEPEBIIA, & TOIBKO
MIPUYKPACWII JHUKUE KapTUHBI OpUpoAbl. Uepe3 pydeHMKH NEpPEeKUHYIM MOCTUKH; JIyXKauKH
MPEBPATHIINCH B LIBETHUKH; 03€PO, 3apocCIlee PsICKOH, ObIIIO PacUHUILEHO M TOJIBKO Y OeperoB ObLIO
3aTSHYTO BOJOPOCISIMH, U3 3€JIEHM KOTOPHIX NMPHUBETIUBO U T'PAIO3HO TIISAICTUCH Oejble LBETHI
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KYBIIMHOK M JIWJIMH; IOCPEAH 03€pa BBIPOC OCTPOBOK, HA KOTOPOM IOSIBUIIACH IIPEXOPOLIEHBKAS
Oecenka; W3-3a TEMHOM JHUCTBBI KYCTapHHUKOB U JEpEeBBbEB 3aleneian MpaMoOpHbIe (HOpPMBI
NpUBE3EHHBIX H3-3a pyOeka cTaTyi; 3apOCIIMe W 3aCOPEHHBIE TPOMUHKU PACUYUCTUIIM; Oeper
MocKBBI-peKH, KyZJa BbIXOAWJA poina, oOHecon 3abopom, u can Jlonropykux caenancs
JNEUCTBUTENHHO CIAaBHBIM Ha Bcl0 MockBy. CemeiictBo [lonropykux ObUIO OueHb Ooraro, u
[IOTOMY CaJi HE TOJIBKO HE YXYIIIAJICAd B IOCIEAYIOIIME BPEMEHA, 4, HAIPOTHUB, JAEIAJCS BCE
KpacuBee U KpacuBee.

Tonpko oguH Anexkceil I'puropbeBuu U3 BceX NOTOMKOB cTosibHHKa Crenana Jloaropykoro
cuéJl HEeNPOU3BOJUTEIBHBIMUA PACXOJbl Ha TMOJIEpKAHUE cajja B MOPSAAKE M 4yTh ObLIO CHOBa HE
MPEBpPATHII €r0 B MPEXHIO AMKYIO 4Yally, ecid O 3TOMy He BOCHPOTHUBUIHMCH (DaBOPUT LAPS U
kHsDkHa Exatepuna. OcoOeHHO MocieqHss CTPAaCTHO JtoOuia cBoM crapblii caa. OHa mpoBoauia B
HEM TOYTH ILIETbIe JHHU, TO Oerasi B3allyCKM CO CBOMMHM HOJPYraMH IO €ro TEMHBIM ajiesiM, TO
3a0HpasiCh B CaMylo Yally, Ky/Ja He MPOHMUKAIH JaXe JTy4d COJIHLA, TO MPOCH)KMUBAs LIeJIbIe Yachl B
Oecenike Ha 03epe, I/ie Mocemaiy e€ Takue CIagKue, Takue paayxHblie MedTbl. OcoOeHHO MoJoaast
KHSDKHA TOJII00MIIa 3Ty OeceIKy ¢ TeX Mop, Kak BIEpBbIe YOEIMIaCh, YTO U €€ CepACUKO 3a0HIIOCh
CUJIbHEE I10JI )KAPKUM JIbIXaHUEM BCECWJIBHOM CTpacThU. Ho He I0HBIN UMIIEpaTop, BOIIPEKH CIOBAM
Anexces: 'puropbeBuda, BHYIIHII € 3TO CIaJKOE YyBCTBO, HE OH OBLI MPEeIMETOM €€ IEBUYECKUX
rpé3, He 0 HEM MeuTajla OHa B THUIIMHE OECelKH, 3aJyMUYHBO MOHUKHYB OEJIOKYpOH TOJIOBKOW M
CIIOBHO IPUCITYIIUBASICh K TPEMETHOMY OMEHHUIO Cep/iia, HAaKOHEIl 3asBUBIIEMY CBOH IIpaBa.

Monoast KHS)KHA, HECMOTPSL Ha TO 4TO ed y)ke Obuto 18 jeT u 4To OoHa paHo BBIpPBAJach U3
JIeBUUYECKOW CBETENKH, cpa3y nepeis Kk OypHOW NMPUABOPHOM KM3HU, HECMOTpPS Ha TO 4YTO €&
OKpYXaJli IIeNble TOJMbI ONecTsIeld NpPUABOPHON MOJIONEXKH, APYr Heped APYyroM CTapasch
3aCIY)KUTh €€ pAaCHOJIOKEHUE CaMbIM JIbCTUBBIM U Pa0OJICTIHBIM YXa)XKMBaHHEM, OCTaBajach
PaBHOIYIIHOM KO BceM OECUMCIIEHHBIM MOKJIOHHHKAM CBOEW KPacOThI U MPeNNoYuTaga CKPOMHYIO
JIEBUUYECKYIO JIOJII0 caMoMy OjecTsiieMy 3amyxecTBy. Ho HakoHel mosoduia u oHa.

Mecsana aBa ToMmMy Haszaa, Ha accambiee y rpada [omoBkuHa Ekarepune AnekceeBHe
MOJIHOMOYHBIA aBCTpUHCKUE mocos1 rpad BpaTucnaBckuil mpencrtaBui cBoero mypuHa rpaga
Mune3umo, OnecTsIero MOJIOJOTO TBapjeillla, KOTOPBI OJHMM B3TJSAOM CBOHUX UEPHBIX
BBIPA3UTENBHBIX TJIa3 MOKOPHJ cepile IOHOM KpacaBullbl. KHsDkHA moso0uiia €ro ¢ mepBOro
B3IUI11a, C IIEPBOTO CIOBA U PACCTANACh C HUM COBEPLICHHO OYapOBAHHAS U BJIEFaHTHOCTBIO €r0
oOpalieHus, U ero YMeHbEeM IOJICPKUBATh Pa3roBOpP, a caMO€ TJIABHOE — KPAaCOTOIO €ro JIUIIa,
MY>KECTBEHHOI'O U BBIPA3UTEIILHOTO.

W na rpada Mwunesumo oHa mpou3BeNa HE MEHEE CHUJIbHOE BIEYaTiieHHe. TOT ToXe He
ocTajics paBHOAYIIEH K €€ XOPOIIEHBKOMY JMYUKY, K €€ MbIIIHOW (urypke — © pemui,
BOCIIOJIb30BABUINCH OJIM30CTHIO CBOETO IIypHHA K Anekcero JloaropykoMy, Bo 4To Obl TO HU CTaJIO
CZEJIaThCs MIOCTOSHHBIM TOCTEM €I0 CEMbH.

N mano-nomaity MOJIOJBIE JIFOAM CTAJIM BCTPEYaThCs BCE dallle W 4Yalle, U BCE CUIIbHEE
pasropajiock miaMs JIOOBH B UX el€ HE 3aTPOHYTHIX paHee cTpacThio cepauax. Korma Anexceit
I'puropbeBuy norajiancs, Kakoe YyBCTBO NMPHBOJUT B €ro oM rpada Muse3sumo, moka OH MOHSI,
OTYEro TaKUM SPKHUM 3apE€BOM BCIIBIXMBAIOT IIEKU €r0 JOYEPH, KOIZa OHA BCTPEYACTCS B3IJISIOM C
rnazamMmu  Mwnesumo, — OblIo  yxke mo3nHo. Kars Obuta cTpacTHO BiIOOJIEHAa B MOJIOJIOTO
aBCTpuila, W TOT IUIATWJI €M TakOM >Ke€ CTPacTHOM B3aMMHOCThIO. Hacrynusmiasg BecHa,
COBMECTHBIE IIPOTYJIKH 10 TEMHBIM aJUIeIM I'POMAJHOIO €aJa, HAIlOJHEHHOIO apoOMaTOM TOJIBKO
YTO PACKPBIBIIMX CBOM BEHYMKH I[BETOB, KaTaHbe B JIOJKE MO 03epy, — BcE 3To emé Ooiee
CONMM3MIIO MOJIOABIX JoJeH, n Anekceil ['puropreBuu ceppé3Ho 3amymaincs, Kak o0OpBaTh HMX
MPUBSI3aHHOCTb, MIOTOMY YTO Opak J0YepH C XOTS W 3HATHBIM, HO HE MMEBLIMM MOYTH HHKAKHX
cBa3el B Poccun MHOCTpaHIeM BOBCE HE BXOJUI B €TI0 PaCUETHI.

— Cnymaii, Karromra, — ckasajl ogHaXKIbl KHSA3b 10YEPH, — MHE OUEHb HE HPABUTCS TBOE
cOnmxenue ¢ Mune3umo.

— ITouemy ke, 6aTiomKa? — BCs BCIIBIXHYB, CIIPOCUIIA KHSKHA.

— Jla moTomy, 4TO OH, KaXXETCs, MEUTaeT CTaTh MOUM 35TeM... Hy a aromy He ObiBaTh. J[oub
J10JITOPYKOTrO HUKOTJa HE BBIMAET 3aMyXK 34 CXU3MATUKA, — PE3KO 3aKOHYUII OH.
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KuspxHa moOnieHena, moaHsAga Ha OTIa CBOM SCHBIN, TEMeph TOPEBLINI TaHOIO TPEBOTOIO
B3IJIs1/1 M pOOKO CIIpOCHIIa:

— Hy a ecu oH nepela€r B Hairy Bepy?..

JloJIropyKuid H3yMIIEHHO PacIIMpUII Iiasa.

— A 3auem Obl eMy 3T0 Aenarb? B Hairy Bepy-To nmepexouTh?! — BOCKIMKHYI OH.

— IToromy yTO OH MeHS JOOUT, — TUXO OTBeTHIa Kats.

— A TbI 3TO, TI03BOJIb T€0SI CIIPOCHUTH, IIOYEMY 3HACIIH?

— OH MHe caMm cKa3aJl, — elI€ TULIE NpolIenTala AeBYIIKa.

— Tak Bor kak! Y Bac u 10 oOwsicHeHus neno gonuio! be3 BemoMa oTma ¢ MaTepbio
HIypel-Mypsl 3aBoauTh ctana!l Hy Tak s ¢ TOOOMH, MaTyIka, 1Mo-CBOHCKHM pasjenaick. M3Bosb-ka
ThI, MAaTYyIIKa, OTCEIb C TBOUM pHILIApPEM OOJIbILIE PAa3TOBOPOB HUKAKMX HE UMETh, @ €r0 5 MPUKaXY
Ha IIOpOT HE MyCKaTh!

WM B TOT kK€ caMblil 1eHb Anekcell ['puropbeBrY OTAAN CTPOTUNA IPUKA3 CBOMM CIIyraMm:

— Komnu rocnogun aBcTpuiickuii Tpad Muse3suMo MOXajloBaTh W3BOJMT, TaK OTHIOAb B
MIOKOU ero He Jonyckarb. CKka3bIBalTe, YTO HU KHs35, HU KHATHHU JIOMa HET, a 0e3 HUX NPUHUMATh
HUKOT'O HE BEJICHO.

Ho u sta mMepa He mpuHecna CyliecTBEHHOW mousb3bl. KHspkHa Exarepuna, nmpuBbIKIIas K
CBOEBOJIMIO, HE 3aX0Tela IO JUYMHUTHCS CTPOrOMY POJUTEIBCKOMY IIPUKA3y, HE 3aXOTEJNA TAK JIETKO
OTKAa3aTbCsl OT JIIOOBH, HOBBIM CBETOM 03apHBIICH €€ ®U3Hb, U HAILIa COCO0 BHIETHCS CO CBOUM
BO3JTIO0JICHHBIM TOJI TYCTBIM MTOKPOBOM PACKUIMCTHIX JIEPEBBEB CBOETO CaJIa.

B 3a0ope, BbixoauBiieM Ha MOCKBY-peKy, Oblla C JaBHHX BpPEeMEH IMpoJiesiaHa MajleHbKas
KaJIUTOYKa, U BOT B ATY-TO KaJIUTOUKY, B OTCYTCTBHE AJiekces I puropreBuya, u npodupaics rpad
Musne3umo, 4ToObI paclenoBaTh CBOIO HeHarmiaHyto KaTio, 4yToOBlI MIENHYTH €f Mmapy-Ipyryio
JACKOBBIX, MOJHBIX CTPACTHOrO OOOXKaHHS CHOB... M MHOro Takux CJIOB MOACTYILATH BEKOBBIE
JEPEBBS CTAPOr0 €ajla, MHOI'O IOLEIYEB ITOWMAIl Ha JIETY JIETKUHM BETEPOK, IIYMEBIIUN B UX I'yCTBIX
BETBSIX.

Taitapl ATHX JTIOOOBHBIX CBUJAHHI HE 3HAJ MOYTH HUKTO B KHSDKECKOM JoMme. Jlaxke cécTpbl
KHSDKHBI EXaTeprHbI He J0TajbIBAINCh, I0YEMY OHA TakK JIIOOMT B THXYIO BEYEPHIOIO MOpPY, KOTAa
CYMEpKH MpO3pauyHbIM (DIEPOM OKYTAIOT BCIO 3€MJIIO U SIPKHE 3BE3JIOUKU 3aXKTyTCS B HeOeCHOU
BBICH, IPOTYJIUBATHCS B CaMOM OTHANEHHOW YacTH caja, MPUMBIKAIOIeH K Oepery MOCKBBI-peKH,
[I0YeMy OHa CTapaercs TaK OTHENIATHCS OT HUX, KOIZA OHU IIPEIIararoT COIPOBOXKAATH €€ Ha
IIPOTYJIKY, ¥ OCTa€rcs J0Ma, €CIM OHM OTIPABISIIOTCS TyJsTh. DTy TaillHy 3Haja TOJBKO OJHA
TOPHUYHAsE KHSDKHBI, 4YepHOOpoBasi W uepHoriaszas Aramia, KOTopas CIyKuja TJIABHOM
MOCPETHUIICH B OTHOIICHHSIX BIIOOIEHHBIX MEXTy COOOH.

KuspxkHa ExatepuHa B mociieJHHME JHU BCE 4allle U yalle, 4YyThb HE €XKEIHEBHO, COBEplIala
CBOM BEYEpHHUE MPOTYJIKHU. Tak ObUIO M B TOT Beuep, B KOTOPHIH €€ OTel paccKas3bIBall IOHOMY
UMIIEpaToOpy O TOM, Kak JitoOuT ero Kats.

Cremueno. 3BE3/bl LETBIMH MHPHAJAMHU BBICHINIAIIM Ha TovepHeBmiee HeOo. KpoTkuit nmk
JYHBI YK€ CMOTpEN Ha 3eMJII0, 00JHMBas M JIEPEBbs, M KPBIILY KHSKECKOTO JIOMA, U CIIOKOMHBIE
BOJBI 03€pa CBOMM OJIEIHBIM CEpeOpPUCTHIM CBETOM. [7le-TO B caMoil yalle men COJIOBEH, M ero
I'POMKO€ CTPACTHOE YOKAHBE PA3HOCUIIOCH KPYTrOM, OTABASICh TIIyXUM 3XOM IJe-TO JaJIeKO-1aJeKo.

Kuspxna Exarepruna B COmpoBOXAEHUU Araiy ObICTpO cOexalia ¢ Teppachl, MPOIUIa IIBETHUK
Y HamnpaBWIach IO TPONHMHKE, B CaMOM KOHIIE KOTOPOM cepeOpHCThIM IMSATHOM OTIHMBAN KJIOYOK
BHUJIHEBIIIETOCS BAAJIM 03€pa, K KOTOPOMY Beja dTa TPOIMHKA. Mosua mpoiuia OHa A0 CaMoro
Oepera M OCTaHOBHWJIACh 3/1€Ch Ha MHHYTY, TOYHO 3al1i000BaBIIMCh JUBHOW KapTHHOM,
packuHyBIelcs mepen e€ TinazaMu. A 3aM000BaThCsS OBUIO MOXKHO. TOYHO TpPOMAIHBIHA
cepeOpsiHBIN IIUT, Jexano o3epo y e€ Hor. He OblIo HM Maneiiero BeTepka, U BoJa Ka3auach
3aCHYBIIEH, TOUHO 3a4apOBaHHAs MATKUM CBETOM JIYHBI, TJIAEBILIEHCS B He€ ¢ Heba, Kak B 3epKaJIo.
Pe3kumu 4€pHBIMU CHITy3TaMH, OTOpachiBasi [UIMHHBIE TEHH, TAHYBLIMECS 1O OEperoBbIM CKaTam,
CTOSUIM JIepEeBbs, TOYHO HE CMeEs MLICIIOXHYThCS, HE CMesd HapyllUuTb MEPTBYIO THILHHY,
MPUHECEHHYIO HACTYMHBILEH HOUbIO. TOJIBKO B TpaBe HEYMOJIYHO TpeLaid Ky3HEUYHUKH, KaK OyaTo
CTapasiCh 3arIyLINTh COJIOBBUHOE IIEHUE, BCE CUIIBHEE U CUIIbHEE JOHOCUBIIEECS CIO/IAa U3 YalllH.
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Heckonbko MUHYT IIpocTosia KHsDKHa ExarepuHa, HE IPOPOHUB HU OJHOTO CJIOBA, YCTPEMUB
CBOM OoJlbIue, TIyOOKHe, Kak 0e3I0HHOE MOpe, U TakKue K€ TEMHBIE I1a3a Ha CepeOpPUCTYIO BOIY
03€pa; HO HAKOHEI| OHA BCTPENEHYJach U, IOBEPHYBIIMCH K Araille, MoJiya CTOSIBLIEH c3aau HEE,
IIPOrOBOpUIIA:

— Tl BepHO paccibliaia, 4To oH ckazan? MoxeT, OH He 00eancs Cero Hs MpuiTu?

— Hy BoT, Baie cuaTenscTBO, — 0TO3BaJIach Arailia, — ¢ Kakoi k€ MHE paJloCTH BpaTb-To!
Tak u cka3an: Kak 3aBedepeeT, Tak U NpUumy.

— Taxk uTo *ke€ ero Her?

— A yx 310 bor ero 3naer! JloikHO, 4TO 3aepxKano.

Exarepuna AuiekceeBHa coycTuiach IIOYTH K CaMOM BOJE M YCelach Ha MAaJEHbKYIO
CKaMelKy, cTosBIIyl0 TyT. CKJIOHHMB Ha TIpyldb CBOI0 XOPOILEHBKYKD TIOJIOBKY, OHa YYyTKO
IIPUCITYIIUBANIACHE K MajeHIIeMy IIOPOXY, KOTOPBIA MOPON JOHOCWIICA M3 Yalllh; HECKOJIBKO pPa3
ciiyx e€ oOMaHBIBAJICS KaKUM-TO TaMHCTBEHHBIM XPYCTOM, OHa OBICTPO BCKaKMBajla CO CKaMbH,
MOBEPTHIBAJA IOJIOBY B Ty CTOPOHY, OTKYAa JOHECCA 3BYK, HO XPYCT HE MOBTOPSUICSA, M TOJBKO
COJIOBbMHAS IIECHS 3Bydajga BCE IpoMYE€ U TIpoMYe, TOYHO YCWIMBASACH 3J€Ch HA 03€poM,
IIPOHOCACH HaJl €r0 COHHOM BOAOMU. M KHsPKHA CHOBA CauiIach, CHOBA IIEYAJILHO OIYCKaJla FOJIOBY U
CHOBA IPOJIOJIXKAJIA ¢ MyYUTEIbHOM TPEBOTOM BCIyIIMBATHCS B TULIMHY HOYH.

Ho BOT pe3ko XpycTHysna rje-To cyxas BeTKa, XpYCT HOBTOPHWJICS, IOCIHBIIIAJICS HESCHBIN
IIOPOX, CJIOBHO B MPHUOPEKHBIX KyCTaX 3aTpenbIXalach Kakas-To NTHLA. KHsKHA TOPOILTUBO
BCTaJIa C MecTa, U e€ IJa3a pasriisifend 4blo-T0 TEMHYIO (UTypy, Kak OyATO BBIHBIPHYBIIYIO U3
TEMHON 3€JIeHHM HUBHSKA, CIyCKAaBIIETO K BOJE CBOM THOKMEe BeTBH. KHS)KHA BCKpUKHYIA WU
Opocuiack HaBCTpedy ATOi TEMHOM durype:

— ®puppux! Ter?

— S, most noporas! Heboch 3axknanacs? PaHbIiie BEIpBaThCS HUKAK OBLIO HENB3S.

— A yX 5 Aymaina, 4To ¥ He NpUAELb.

— Kak >xe He mpwuiftu. s MeHs Kaxjaas BCTpeda ¢ TOOOW HECET CTOJBKO pajocTd U
OJ1a)KEHCTBA, YTO OCIIYLIAThCS TBOETO MPHU3bIBA ObLIO OBl MPSAMO MpecTyIuIeHneM!

W, 06BUB ruOKMil CTaH MOJIOJOM JEBYIIKM CBOMMH CHIIBHBIMU pyKaMH, OH HpHXKaJcs K e
ry0aM J0JTrUM, CTPACTHBIM TOIEITyeM.

— Ho 4to Takoe ciyunnock, Mos Joporasi? — CIPOCHII OH, MOJBO/IS KHSKHY K CKaMelKe U
yCaXXHBasiCh BMECTE ¢ HEl0. — MHe Araiia cka3ania, 4To Thl X04elllb COOOLIUTh KaKyl0-TO BaXKHYIO
BECTb.

IIposicHeBIINE TJIa3KUM KHSDKHBI CHOBAa moTeMHenu. C MbUIaBIIMX SIPKUM PYMSHLEM IIEK
cOexxarna Kpacka, 1 OHa IpoIlenTana;

— Ax, @puapux! Ham rposur 6obioe rope, HaM IpuaETCs CKOPO paccTaThCsl, U paccTaThCs
HaBCEI'/1a, Ha BCIO XKU3Hb.

Musne3umo 1mo6seIHesN B CBOIO OUEpelb U TPEBOKHO CITPOCHIL:

— Kak paccrarbcsa? [louemy? Pa3zse Thl MeHst pasmiobuna? Pase Thl He Xo4elrb ObITh MOEH
KEHOM?

I'pycTHas ynbiOka ckojbp3Hyna 1o rydam Exatepunsl AnekceeBHbl. OHa TSHKEIO B3/I0XHYNA U
[IeYaJIbHO I10KayYaja roJ0BOM:

— XKenoit... I'mynsiit! Heyxenu Thl emé Hajeembes, YTO OTEIl JacT corjlacue Ha Hail Opakx?
DToMy HUKOTIa He ObIBaTh! — CO clie3aMu Ha ria3ax go0aBuia OHa.

Mmusne3uMo TOJMETHI ATU CIE3WHKH, KaK JBa OpUIIbSHTA, CBEpKHYBIINE Ha €€ pecHUIax B
Jlydax Mecsla, U CTajl yremarb €€, IOKPhIBas MOLEIysIMH €€ PYKHU.

— Ilonno, He mumaub, goporas! Ilpuna€r m ans Hac cyacTiauBas MUHYyTa. TBOM OTell HE
OTKaXXeT OTJaTh TeOsI MHE, KOT'/la caM UMIIepaTop OyAeT CBaToOM.

— Cam umnepaTtop! — noBTOpHIIa KHsDKHA. — HarpacHo Thl HaZieelbesl Ha €ro MOMOIb. . .

— Kak? Pa3Be TBOif oTell OCMENUTCS 0TKa3aTh TAKOMY CBaTy?

— Komneuno, ver. Ho nmmneparop He OyaeT MeHs cBaTaTh.

Mune3umo caMOI0BOJIBHO YCMEXHYIICS.

— Trl HampacHo Tak aymaemb, Karsa. ['pad BparucnaBckuii, MO pOJCTBEHHMK, 3HAET O
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Harie JTo0BU: OH 0o0emian MHE CBOIO MOJJIEPKKY U caM OyAeT MPOCHUTh Tocynapsi ObITh MOUM
cBatoM. L{apb ero oueHsb JHOOUT M HABEPHOE HE OTKAXKET €My B 3TOM mpochoe.

Kars neyanpHO nokayana rojioBou.

— Her, @puapux, — noBTopuia oHa, — ThI OIIKUOACIIBCA: TOr0 HUKOT/1a He Oyzer!

— /la nouemy? — BocknukHy1 Mune3zumo. — Kak Tl MOKeIb 3TO 3HATH?

— Ouenp mpocto. S ansg Toro TeOs W XOTeNna CEroAHs YBUAATh. ThI HAaNpacHO
paccunThIBACIlIb HA IOMOIIIb L1apsi, IOTOMY YTO CaM Llapb XOUYET CBAaTaTh MEHSI B KEHBDI.

— Komy? — 6picTpo cripocun Muiie3nmo.

— Cebe camomy.

Musne3umo ObUT Tak YIUBIEH, YTO JOJTO€ BPEMs HE MOT MIPOU3HECTH HU CJIOBA. JTa HOBOCTD
COBEPLICHHO OLIEIOMUJIA ETO.

— W b1 cornacuibesa? — BOCKIMKHYJ OH HAaKOHEIL.

— Uro xe g Mory czienarb, — nevyanbHo orBeTuina Kars. — Tak xoueT oTel, Tak X04eT Lapb.
51 He MOT'y UITH IPOTUB Laps U OTLA. ..

— Jla ecnu 6 W momuia, TO M3 3TOr0 HUYEro He BbIiieT! — Mpo3Bydan c3ad HUX 4eil-To
MY>KCKOH T0JI0C.

Kats ucmyraHHO BCKpUKHYJAa M TpIbKanack K MHIE3UMO, KOTOPBIH OTJISHYJICS Haszag U
BCTPETHIICS JIUIIOM K JIMILY ¢ KHs3eM AJiekceeM [ puropbeBuuem Jlonropykum, 3100HO TIISIEBIINM
Ha HETo.

MnaBsa IX
Llapckas HeBecTa

MunyTy npoaoKanoch TOMUTENbHOE MoadaHue. KHs3p Jloaropykuil CJI0BHO HaciaxKaaucs
CMYLIEHUEM M MCIIYTOM MOJIOJBIX JIIOAEH, COBCEM HE 0OXKHUAABILNX €T0 BHE3AITHOTO NMOosBIeHUSA. OHU
Tak OBUTM yBEpeHBI B CBOEW MoOJHEHIeld O0e30MmacHOCTH, OCOOEHHO 3Hasg, YTO HHUKTO HE
forajnpiBaeTcsi 00 WX TAMHCTBEHHBIX CBHUJAAHUSX, YTO IOYTH HE NPUHUMAIU HUKAKUX MeEp
IIPEIOCTOPOKHOCTH, €CIIM HE CUMTATh Arallld, CTOSBIIEH HAaCTOPOXKE€ Ha TPONMHKE, LIEAIIEH OT
03€pa K Teppace KHDKECKOro I0Ma.

OTOI-TO OECreYHOCThIO BIIOOIEHHBIX M BOCIHOJNIb30Baics Ajiekceld ['puropbeBuy, 4TOOBI
3aXBaTUTh UX BpacmioX. OH yxe JaBHO JOTajbIBajCs, YTO CBOCHpPABHAs JA0Yb HE MIOKOPUIACH €r0
NPUKA3aHUIO TIepecTaTh BHAEThCS C TrpadoM Musesumo, MOuTH 3HaT 00 HX CBUIAHUSAX,
MIPOMCXOIUBIINX TO B YAaCTH cajia, mpuierasmei k Mockse-peke, To Ha Oepery o3epa, HO He XOTell
710 TIOPbI JI0 BPEMEHHU JIMIIATh WX MPU3pAvyHOro cyacths. He Oyaydw BIoJiHE yBEpeH B TOM, YTO
IOHBIN 11aph COTJIACUTCSI HAJETh UMIIEPATOPCKYI0 KOPOHY Ha TOJIOBY KHSDKHBI EKaTepuHbI, OH MOKa
MO3BOJISUT JIOUEPU WIpaTh B JIOOOBH C ABCTPUHCKUM Tpadom, KOTOPHIH BCE K€ MOT MOYECTHCS
BUJIHBIM JKEHUXOM U KOTOPOTO OH JEp>Kall Mpo 3armac Ha BCSKUHM CIydaid, COBEPIIEHHO 3a0bIBasi O
TOM, 4TO TaKas UI'Pa MOXET 3aBECTH MOJIOJBIX JIIOJEH CIUIIKOM AAJEKO, MOKET IPUHECTH COBCEM
HEXEJaTelIbHbIE pe3ylabTaThl. YEPCTBOE M pacy€riiuBoe cepAue KHA3sA J[0OIropykoro Kak-To HeE
JOITyCKAaJI0 TOTO, YTO MOJIOJIasi KHSHDKHA MOXKET HACTOJIBKO MPUBSA3ATHCS K JIIOOMMOMY YEJIOBEKY, UTO
HU OJIECKOM UMIIEPAaTOPCKON KOPOHBI, HI 0OMaHUYMBBIM MPU3PAKOM T'PSIYLIETO CUACThs HE yIacTcs
BBIpBaTh U3 €€ cepaua JoboBb rpada Munesumo, He yaacTcs 3acTaBUTh 3a0bITh ero. OH BIOJHE
ObLI yBEPEH, UTO €CIIM YECTOJIIOOMB OH, TaK YeCTOIIO0MBA U €r0 A0Yb. ..

W BOT TOJIBKO CerojHs, yOeIUBIINChH BIIOJIHE, YTO €T0 3aBETHbIE HAJEK/bl — HE OOMaHYMBas
MeuTa, YCIBIIIaB U3 yCT Laps mpochOy coriacuThes Ha Opak ¢ KHsKHOM ExarepuHoi, Anekceit
I'puropreBud pemns nojoKUTh KOHEL[ HOYHBIM NPOTYJIKaM JOYEPU U 3aCTaBUTh €€ OTKA3aTbCs OT
mo6BHU K rpady Munesumo.

W3 nBopua OH BEPHYJICS CPAaBHUTENBHO PAaHO M, Y3HAB, YTO KHSKHA OTIPABUIIACH T'YJATH B
cal, mepeojencs B mutadpok, Haaen BoislouHble Ty(hiau M OTHpaBWiCcS Ha Oeper o3epa, 4TOOBI
HAKpbITh BIIOOJIEHHYIO MapoyKy. Araiia HE MOIJIa 3aMETHTh €ro MPHUOIIKEHHs, TIOTOMY YTO OH
MPUILEN APYrOo TOpOTOM, COBEPIIEHHO IPOTUBOIOI0XKHON TOM TPONMHKE, Iie CTOpoXkuiia oHa. OH
npoOupalicsi TaK HECHBIIIHO MO0 MITKOM TpaBe, YTO 3aHATHIE PAa3rOBOPOM MOJIOJAbIC JIOAW OBUIH
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IIOJIOKUTEIILHO MOPAXKEHBI, KAK yIapOM I'pOMa, €ro roJ0CoM, IIPO3BYUYaBIIUM C3a01 HUX.

— Tak BOT Kak, Balle CHATEIbCTBO, JOYKa MOS JIOCTOJIOOe3Hast! —  3arpemen
Honropykuii. — Tak-To BbI MOM mpuKa3bl ucnoiHsere! Bmecto Toro 4roObl mporHare ot ceds
3TOTO aBCTPUICKOTO MOOPOATY. ..

— Kua3p!.. — 3aapIxasice OT HEroJ0BaHUS U I'PO3HO CXBAThIBAsCh 3a IIMAry, BOCKIMKHYI
Munesumo.

— Ilocroii, cynapsb... Y Hac ¢ T0OO0# onocist pa3roBop OyneT, — XJIaJHOKPOBHO OTO3BAJICS
Ha €ro rHeBHOE Bockinuuanue Anekceil I'puropbeBnu. — Tak BMeCTO 3TOro-T1o, — IMPOJOJDKAIl OH

3aTeM, — Tbl BCE K C HUM IIOTalHbIE TET-a-TET UMeEEllb, Ja €II€ rOCyJapCTBEHHbIE KOHCHIIUU 12
eMy cooOmaenb... XOpoumo, CyldapbiHsi, Ha 4rto Yyx ny4me! He »xpmam s Takoro cpama or
cOOCTBEHHOTO feTulia... Al 1a kaspkHa Jlonropykas!

Kusoxna Exatepuna, OnenHasi, MOMepTBEBILAs, HEMOJBIXKHO CHIETA HA CKaMbe, KaXKIYIO
MHHYTY T'OTOBasl JIMIIUTHCA YYBCTB, J1a)K€ U HE CIBIIIA I'PO3HBIX CIOB CBOETO OTHA, a Jlonropykui
IIPOJOJIKAJL, BCE BO3BBIILAS U BO3BBILIAS [OJIOC:

— Yro xe Temepb MHe Aenarb? Beapb, mokadyil, U Ha YIHWIly MOKa3aTbCsi OyIeT CTBIIHO,
nanabllaMH MOKa3bIBaTh HAaYHYT!.. Beas Tl MO0 cenyto ronoBy omo3opuial.. Hy na s ¢ To6oii nHave
roBOpuTh crany. Jlonro s ¢ To60#, Karepuna, MArkocTbio Tymall MojaJnuTh, 1a TOJIKY MaJlo; Terepb
yk He B3bIH! 3anpy Te0s B TBOEH KOMHATE M IIary HUKy/Ja He AaM caenath. Tak u Oyaemnib cuaeThb
B3aIlepTH, POBHO MpECTYMHULA!..

On 3amoyyal Ha MHUHYTY, NMEPEIOXHYN M, MOBEPHYBUIMCH K rpady Mwuiesumo, BcE emé
CTOSIBIIIEMY B I'PO3HOM 103€, TIOJI0KHUB PYKY Ha 3ec LInaru, 3aroBopu:

— Hy, a Teneps, rocronus rpad, u go Teds yepén gomén. 3Haeus Ju Thl, CyAaph, YTO IO
HAIlUM POCCHIMCKHMM 3aKOHAM C TAaKUMH TaTSIMU HOYHBIMH JEJAIOT, YTO B UyXKHE CaJibl 3a0UparoTcs
71a BOPOBCTBOM HpOMBIILIAIOT? [IpsiMO B KaHAabl 3aKOBBIBAIOT J1a MOCHLIal0T B CubHph coboeit
JIOBUT. ..

— 1 He Bop, KHA3b! — ropao oro3Baics Munesumo. M non aydamu mecsia, najiaBIIuMU Ha
€ro KpacuBoe, MYXECTBEHHOE JIMIIO, SICHO OBLIO 3aMETHO, KaKUM SIPKHM 3apEBOM BCIIBIXHYIIH €0
MIEKH OT HE3aCIy>KEHHOTO OCKOPOJIEHUSI.

— He Bop, cka3piBaenib? — 3100HO pacXOXOTaBIINCH, CIIPOCKI JJoNropykuil. — A 3a Kakum
e ThI, IO3BOJIb TE€OSI CIIPOCHUTH, JEJIOM B HOYHOE BpeMsi B MOEM cagy oObsBuicsA? Tak HemTo
BO3JyXOM MOJBIIIATh 3aX0Tenock? Jla 3Haeup Jm Thbl, CyJapb, — I'PO3HO BOCKJIMKHYJ OH, J€nas
pe3kuil mar k Muiesumo, — JAa 3Haellb JIM Thl, CyAapb, 4TO sl TeOs BOT ceiiuac Ha mMecTe yOUTb
MOTy, KaK HOYHOTO TaTs U pa30oiHuKa?

— Kus13p! — kpuknyn Musie3uMo, BbIXBAThIBasI IITIAry U3 HOXKEH, — He 3a0bIBaiiTe, YTO BB
TOBOPHUTE C ITOJIKOBHUKOM aBCTPUKMCKOU I'BApUU.

Jloaropykuii 0OUIHO pacCMEsICs.

— He Benuka ntuna! — ckasan oH. — Y Hac TakuMH XOTb npyA npyau! /la 4yTo Tl CBOIO
IIMAXOHKY-TO BBITAIIMI. AJb JyMaelb, Mo0ock s Tebs odeHb? Tak Thl 310 HampacHO. Co30BY
XOJIONbE JIa MPUKaXy TeOs B3ameil mporHars. [IonoMHuUIIIb, KaK IO 9y>KUM CaJlaM ITyTelIeCTBOBATH!
VYxonu-ka mydqmie 100poM, moka Teds yensap METIaMH OTCI0Jla He BBITHAJA, Ja BAPYropsab B 3TH
MecTa OJIM3KO HE 3aXaXHBaid, a He TO ObITh TeOe Ha Lenu Ja rnomnpodoBarh mieTed B CHICKHOM
npukase!

Mune3umo B3IpOrHys, Kak OT yJaapa XJbICTOM I10 JIMILY, IJIa3a €r0 HaJIWINCh KPOBbIO, U, HE
noMHs ce0s, oH Opocuics Ha Anekces [puropreBnua. Emé MraoBeHbe — u €ro Immara,
cepeOpsIHON TMMOJIOCKOW CBEPKHYBIIAsh B BO3JyXe, BOH3WIACH Obl B Ipyab JlONTrOpyKoTro, HO B 3TO
BpeMsI MOJIO/Iasi KHSDKHA, cama e/Ba JIep»Kach Ha HOraX, C IMKUM KPHKOM Opocuinack K Muiie3uMo u
CXBaTWJIA €TI0 3a PYKY.

— ®puapux, paau bora, onomuucs! Uto Thl genaenis! — npocroHana oHa. — Beap 310 Mo
OTell.

12 ...rOCYAapCTBCHHBIC KOHCUJIUH... — TO €CTb YKA3aHUH.
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I'pad TsmKENO B3MOXHYIN, BHIPOHWI U3 PYK LINAry M, MOJJACPKHBAsi MOUYTH OECUYBCTBEHHYIO
MOJIOIYIO JAEBYIIKY, cKa3ail JloJropykomy:

— CuactiiuB Bam bor, KHS3b, 4YTO OHa yaepxajia Mol pyky. MHaue s cram Obl
MPECTYIMHUKOM, a BBl — Oe3pixanHbIM TpyrnoM! Ho Bcé ske Takue oCcKopOIeH s, KaKue HAHECIIH BbI
MHE, He TpoiiaroTcsa. Mou ceKyHIaHTBI OyyT y Bac 3aBTpa.

U, 6epexxno omyctuB KaTio Ha ckameliky, oH mouenoBan €€ B T'yObl M OBICTPBHIM IIarom
HampaBwica 1o Oepery o3epa K 3allOBEIHOW KalIMTKE, B KOTOPYIO yXe HE CYXAECHO ObLIO eMmy,
HaBEpPHOE, BOUTH €IIE pas.

Jlonaropykuii ObLIT Tak OIIETIOMJIEH HEOXKHJIAHHBIM HalaJeHWeM Ha Hero rpada, yTo JoJroe
BpeMsi He MOT MpuiiTH B ce0s. B ero ymax Bc€ emé 3Byuan pe3kuil CBUCT 3TOW CTAIIbHOM MOJIOCKH,
XOJIOZHBIM OJIECKOM CBEpKHYBILIEH B JIydaxX JIYHHOTO CBETa M YyTh HE BOH3UBIICHCS B €r0 TPY/b.
OH TOYHO BUAEN €LIE 3aropeBIINECS TUKUM OTHEM Iiaza Muiae3nmo, Korja TOT KMHYJICS Ha HEro.
BMmermarensctBo modepu, €€ cioBa, MPOINAIbHBIA MOIENyH, KOTOPBIM 3amedarien Ha e€ ryobax,
yxons, Muiesumo, — BCE 3TO, Ka3aloChb, OH TOYHO BHUJECI BO CHE, U TOJIBKO TOTJa, KOTJa ILIaru
aBCTpUMLIA 3aMEPJIM B OTAAICHUH, [[0JITOpyKUii HaKOHEL] OYHYJICSA U BCIIOMHWI ci1oBa Munesumo,
CKa3aHHbIC UM Ha MPOIIAHbE.

— Manpuumika! — 3apeBen o, — 1ieHok! ['po3uts MHe, kH:310 Jlonropykomy?! Jla st TeOs B
nopoiiok cotpy! S tebst ynuto Tyaa, Kyaa Makap TelsT He TOHSIL.

Ho, xoneuHo, rpag Mwuie3sumo He CHbILIAT 3TUX TPO3HBIX CJIOB, OOpAalIEHHBIX K HEMY
pasrHEeBaHHBIM KHs3eM. 3aTo ux ciblmana Exarepuna AnekceeBHa, M, 3Has 31100HOE ceple OTIa,
3Has €ro CUJIy IIPY MOJIOZOM LIape, OHA UCITYTAlIach 32 MUJIOTO CEPALY YEJIOBEKA.

— bariomka! — BockJIMKHYyNa OHa, Opocasch Mpea HUM Ha KOJIeHH, — MpocTu Ppuiapuxy,
YTO OH MOJHSAJT Ha TeOs pyKy: Tl CaM €ro BbI3BaJl HA 3TO.

KHs13p cHavana ¢ yauBIIEHHEM TOIJIAIEN HAa A0Yb, TOYHO HE MIOHMMAs, KaK OHA MoIlana CroAa,
HO IIOTOM BCE€ BCIIOMHWJI, ¥ HOBBIH IIPUIIAJIOK 3JIOCTU U THEBA BHOBb OXBATHUII €T0.

— A THI, IOAJIAs, — 3a0pajl OH, — eI¢ MPOCHUIIb 3a ATOro Mep3aBua! OH 4yTh He YOWI
MeEHs, a Thl enlé npocuillb emy nomanael! Her, MmaTymika, He kHA310 JloaropykomMy yHH)KaThCs MEepen
>tuM nodposroit! Ilycts oH OyAeT XOTh M IIypUH aBCTPHUICKOTO Mocia, a ObITh eMy B Ilenbime, u
sl OT CBOETO CJIOBA HE OTCTYILIIOCH!..

— barromika, npoctu ero! — mnoBTOpUIIAa KHSDKHA, CXBAaTbIBas pyKy OTLA U NpHKUMas €€ K
CBOMM TOXOJIOAEBIIUM I'yOaM.

Anexcell I'puropbeBud pe3ko BbIpBAJ pyKy U BOCKIMKHYII:

— Jla Tl HMKak ¢ yma couuia, Karepuna! Tel cHaganma cebe-TO BBINPOCH MPOIICHHUE, YeM
pacnuHaThCs 3a 3TOr0 cxu3MaTuka! Anb Thl Aymaelllb, 4TO s 3a TBOM JIENA IO I'OJIOBKE MOIJIAUTh
TeOs 1OJKEH?

— barromika, npoctu ero! — mNoOBTOpWJIa KHSDKHA BCE el JpOXKallUM, HO Kak-TO
METAJUIMYECKHU 3BEHEBIINUM I'OJIOCOM.

Jloaropykuii moOarpoBes U THEBHO TOIIHYJ HOTOH.

— Jypa! — 3apeBen oH. — Jla 4To Tbl, cMe€nibess Hao MHOK?! AJlb ThI HE CibIXalla, YTO A
Tebe ckazan?!

Monoast KHsKHA MEJUIEHHO ITOJHAIACh C KOJIEH U, OTEPEB 3alUIaKaHHBIE IJ1a3a, IIOBEPHYJIACH
U TaKUM K€ MEJUICHHBIM, HECIICIIHBIM IIaroM IIOIUIA II0 HANPABICHUIO K AOMY. Jlonropykui
CHayaJsia U3yMUJICs, 3aTeM OpOCHJIICS BCIIE 32 HEIO U PE3KO CXBATHII €€ 3a PYKY:

— Tr1 kyga?

Kats Momua BeIcBOOOAMIIA PYKY M TTOIIIA TANIBLIE.

— Kymna 1617 — 3apeBen onsath Asnekceil I’ puropbeBud, 10roHss J0Yb.

Karg mpuocraHoBmiach M B3IVISIHYJa Ha OTLA XOJOAHBIM, TOYHO CTAJbHBIM B3IUIAJIOM,
COBEpPILEHHO MPeoOPa3UBIIUM €€ MHUJIOE JTUYHKO.

— S uny nomoit! — crnokoWHO, HO KAKUM-TO TITYXHUM IOJIOCOM OTBETHJIA OHA.

— Tak TBI 4TO X€ 3TO, — 3aopay onATh Anekcedl ['puroppeBuy, — OTLA U CIyIIAaThb HE
X0yYelb?

— MHe Hedero 6oJiblile Bac Ciaymarh, OaTIoIIKa, — X0JIOHO oTpe3ana Exarepuna.
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— To ectb kak 3TO Hewero? — onemusa Jloaropykuil, He NOHHMMAs, YTO IMPOUCXOIUT C
J0YEPBIO.

— Ouenp npocTo... MBI 060 BCEM yXe MeperoBopwiiv. Bam He yroJHO HCHOJHUTH MOEH
POCKObI, BaM YrOJHO HACBITUTH CBOIO MECTb M MpecienoBaTh Opuapuxa, — Hy, a MHE HE YTOJIHO
COTJIACUTHCA Ha TO, O YEM BBI TaK CTPACTHO MEUTaeTe. ..

Ecnmu Obl B 3TO MrHOBeHHE C 0€300J1a4HOr0, YCESTHHOTO OSCUMCICHHBIMH OTOHBKAMHU 3BE3M
Heba CBEpKHYJIa MOJIHHUS, COIPOBOXAaeMasi TPOMOBBIM packaToM, Asnekceil I'puropreBud He ObLI
ObI Tak MOPaXEH, KaK ’TUMU HEMHOTUMHU CJIOBAMU JI0UYEPH, CKA3aHHBIMU €10 TAKUM METAJNTNYECKUM
rOJIOCOM M C TAKOW DHEPIUeH, KaKUX OH U HE I0J03PEBaJl B HEM.

B mepByto MHHYTY OH Jaxe pactepsuics W moxyman, yto Karg comuia ¢ yma, HO MOTOM
MIPUIIMB THEBHOTO BOJHEHHUSI OXBATHJI €T0, M OH YyTh HE € KyJaKkaMHu HaOpOCUJICS Ha JI0Yb.

— Jla 3Haemb JIM Thl, — 3a0pajl OH, — 3HaelIb JM Thl, YTO S 32 TaKHE TBOU CIJIOBA, 3a TaKUE
TBOM TIOMBICJBI KUBOM TeOs B rpod Bkojouy! Kak Thl cMeems Tak pasroBapuBath ¢ otioM!.. [la
HETTO Thl HE IOHUMAEIllb, YTO Thl B MOEH BOJIE U YTO S 3aX04y, TO ¢ TOO0# U caenaro!.. MHOTO BOJH
nan s rebe, Karepuna, na 3ty nypb s u3 1€0s1 BBIOUTH cymero! CkaxkuTe Ha MHJIOCTh, KaKyl0 OHa
npernony ctaBut!.. Eit He yronno! [la g cymero caenaTth Tak, 4ToObl Tebe ObUIO YroJIHO, HCKaJeuy,
U3MOPOM H3BeAY... Allb ThI JyMaelllb, YTO S U3-3a OJHOTO TBOETO HEXOTEHbS Pa3o0bI0 MPAXOM Bce
cBou 3amMbIciibl... Het, Karepuna, BumHO, Tl MeHs He 3Haelb! beperuch 10BOIUTH MEHS 10 THEBA,
a KOJIM T0BeENb — IeHs i Ha ceOs!

Mononast KHsDKHa MOJI4a BbICTyIIaja THEBHYIO THpaly paccBupeneBmiero orma. Hu onun
MYCKYII HE JpOTHYIN Ha e€ OJeTHOM JIMLEe, 03apEHHOM TPETIETHBIM CBETOM JIYHBI, M TOJIBKO IJ1a3a g,
Ka3aJoch, emé OoJple NOTEMHENH U ellé OO0JIbIIIe YIITH B OPOUTHI.

— bariorika, — Taxke X0J0JHO CKa3ajia OHa, — BBl BOJIbHBI B MOCH KU3HU U CMEPTH — 3TO
npaBJia, Bl MOXKET€ MEHs yOHTb, HO HE 3aCTaBUTE M3MEHUTh JaHHOMY CJOBY. ['0BOpiO Bam, M
TOBOPIO COBEPIICHHO CEPbE3HO, YTO HUKOTJAa HE MOKOPIOCh, €CIIM Bbl B CBOIO OUYEpeIb HE
COTJIACUTECH Ha T€ YCIOBHS, KOTOPBIE S IPEIOKY.

Anekcelt ['puropbeBuY cienan pe3Koe IBHKEHUE PYKOH, TOUHO cOOMpPasCh yaapuTh 104b, HO
MIOTOM TepeyMall, MeJUICHHO OIYCTUJI PYKY M T'0JIOCOM, MOJIHBIM HACMEIIJIMBON UPOHUH, CKa3all:

— Hy-c, mocMoTpuM, Kakue TaKue YCIOBHSI JKeJaellb Thl MPeAIoKUTh MHE? CKa3bIBai.

KHshkHa mpoBena pykoil MO JIMIYy, CIIOBHO OTFOHSS KakKylO-TO JOKYWIMBYIO MBICIB, H
3aroBopuia;

— IIpexne Bcero s Tpedyto. ..

— Tpebyems! — HacmenuBo nepeduit Jonropykuit.

— Jla, umeHHo Tpebyto, — noBTopuia Kats, — Ttpelyro, a He mpoiry, — 4YTOObI BBl JJaXKe U
HE JlyMaJu mpecienoBars Opuapuxa.

— Bcé€? — cnpocun Jlosiropykuid.

— Her, emé ne Bcé. Kpome Toro, s Xouy, 4T00bI BBl NIPEIOCTABMIIM MHE IOJIHYIO CBOOOY H
HE IIMUOHWIN TaK 32 MHOM, KaK IIMUOHUIIH JI0 CUX TIOP...

Anekceil ['puropbeBuY XOTEN YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO 3aJIOXHYJICS OT THEBA, U TOJBKO KaKOH-TO
XPUILIBIA 3BYK BBUIETENl M3 €ro ropia. MHMHYTY Ka3ajloch, YTO €ro XBaTUT ynuap, — TakK
nobarpoBesnio ero auro. OH OBICTPHIM JBM)KEHHEM DPAa30pBall BOPOT KPY>KEBHOTO ka00 M IOJHOM
I'PYIbIO TJIOTHYJ HECKOJIBKO pa3 CBEKUH BO3AyX. DTO 00JIErYnio €ro, U TOr/a OH OMATh HAKUHYIICS
Ha JI0Yb.

— /la xak Thl cMeellb, JEBYOHKA?! — XPUILIIO KPUKHYII OH.

— Iloroaute, GaTiomika, — pPe3KO OCTAHOBMJIA €0 KHSKHA, — BBI, JOJDKHO OBITH, IIOXO
MOHSJIM MOM cioBa. C BaMH FOBOPUT YK€ HE poOKasi MOKOpHast JeBOYKa, KaKOO s ObLIa 10 CHX IOP:
CETOMHSAIIHAS HOYb Tepepojuia MeHs... YTo Obl Bbl HU JENajl CO MHOIO, Kak Obl MEHS HHU
UCTSI3QJIM, s HUKOTJAa HE MOy MOJ BEHEl MPOTHB CBOEW BOJH, M €CIH Bbl Ja)kK€ HACUIBHO,
CBSI3aBIIM MEHA 10 pyKaM M HOraM, MOTalluTe B LEPKOBb, Tak s yOery ot mpectona boxwus! He
3a0BIBaiiTe, YTO BO MHE TEUET Ballla KPOBb M YTO 5 KHsDKHA Jlonropykas!..

U B e€ ToHEe OBUIO CTOJBKO BIACTHOM CaMOYBEPEHHOCTH, uTO AJekceil [ puropbeBuY MmoHsI,
yto 60pbOa ¢ Kareil HeMbIcarMa 1 4TO eciii O OH B3ayMan e€ HayaTh, Tak mo0Oeia ocTaHeTcs Ha e
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cTopoHe. M 3Tu pasMbIIUICHUsT pa3oM YTHIIWIM €r0 THEB, pa3oM H3MEHWIU €ro oOpalleHue ¢
J04ephI0, M OH, YABIOHYBIINCH CAMON BECENOM, CaMOM MPUBETINBOM YIIBIOKOH, MPOMOJIBII, B3sIB €€
3a pyKy:

— Aii na oronb neBka! He 3Han s, uto 161, Kattoma, Takosa. Hy, naBait momupumcs!

U on nputsHyn K cede 104b U XOTeN e€ MolenoBars, Ho Kars pe3ko yBepHylach U MPeKHUM
BpakKJIeOHBIM TOHOM CITPOCHJIA:

— Hy Tak uTo *e, coriacHsl Bbl, OATIOMIKA, HA MOH YCJIOBHS?

— Bnosne cornacen!

— U rpady mctuth He Oynere?

— bor ¢ aum! Tak u ObITh, mpoato ero s Te0s1! Hy a ThI-TO Ha TONATHBIN HE B3IyMaellb?

— Her. [lenaiiTe uto X0THTE, — MPOOOPMOTAJIa OHA Cpa3y YHABIIKUM rOJIOCOM, MOBEPHYJACh
Y MEJIEHHO HaIlpaBWJIach IO TPOIIMHKE K JIOMY.

MaBa X
Moasur AHTponbIya

Bacwimit MarBeeBuu bapstuHckuii ObU1 HaBepxy OnakeHcTBa. CBaab0y pEUIMSIM CHITPATh
nocne IleTpoBok, — ¥ Temepp, MOKa B JoM€ PyTHMIKMX IIJIM MPUTOTOBJIEHUS K CBaJbOe, MOKa
JBOPOBBIC IIOPTHUXH, IIBEU U KPYKEBHUIIBI 3arOTOBJISIM IIPUJAHOE — OH YyTh HE KaXKIbli JCHb
ObIBaJI y MSCHUIIKUX BOPOT, IIEIBIMU YacaMy IPOCHKHBAs C CBOSH HEBECTOH B caiy, JIIOOOBHO
TS B €€ sicCHBIC, Kak 0e300/1auHoe HebOo, M TaKue ke ToIyOble, Kak Ipo3padHasi 1azypb HeOECHOTO
CBOJA, IMa3a W 0Oonras OOBIYHBIN B370p, KOTOPHIM TOJNBKO M HAET B TOJIOBY BIIOONEHHBIM WU
KOTOPOMY TOJIBKO BIFOOJIEHHBIE M IPUIJAIOT 3HAYCHUE.

XOTsI TaKue YacThle BU3HUTHI MOCIIE 0OpyUYeHHUs: ObUIM U HE B MOCKOBCKUX 00bIUasX, HO CTApHK,
BOCIIUTAHHBI HAa IIETPOBCKUX HOBOBBEICHHUSX, HE IPENATCTBOBAN OTUM CBUIAHUSM MOJIOABIX
moneit. U on u Enena AnapeeBHa ObUIM CHACTIIMBBI CYACTHEM CBOEU JIOYEPU U PATOBAIUCH, TSI
Ha MOJIOJIYIO TIApOUKY, JIIOOOBHO HIETITABIIYIOCS B YTOJIKE Teppachl, IOKA CTAPUKUA BMECTE C Jsaeh
BapsiTuHCKOrO Urpaiy B KapThl UM MUPHO O€CeJOBAIN O MPUABOPHBIX JIENaX.

A TpuUABOpHBIE J€a, 3aHUMABIIME BCIO MOCKOBCKYIO 3HaTh, HEMaJO HHTEPECOBAIA H
Pynuunkux, u crapuka bapstunckoro!

Cnyxu, HOCUBLIMECS B TIOCJIEIHEE BPEMs, HE INPEIBELIAIM HUYErO YTELIUTEIBHOTO.
Jloaropykue ycuinuBanuch Bc€ Ooniee U Gosiee, U B MPUIBOPHBIX KPyrax MOYTH C YBEPEHHOCTHIO
CTaJIM TIOTOBApUBATh O MpeInojaracMoi keHuTh0e MoJIo0r0 1aps Ha KHsbkHe Exatepune. [laptus
EnunzaBers! IleTpoBHBI COBEpLIEHHO IOTEpsa 3HA4YEHHE, IIOTOMY 4YTO TIOCyldapb BCE eIé
IpoJoJDKan THeBaThesl Ha TETKY. Ilo kpaifHelr mepe, mpuHiiecca EnmzaBera Oe3BBIE3IHO XKuJa B
CBOEM MOJMOCKOBHOM MMEHHMHM M MOYTH HE MOSBIISUIACh BO JABOpLE. Ajekceil I'puropbeBud Tak
OBJAJCI IOHBIM L@PEM, YTO IIOYTU HUKOIO HE JOIYCKaJI K HEMY, KPOME CBOMUX KIEBPETOB, U
CTapajics yNalsAThb €ro OT BCEX IOCYJAapCTBEHHBIX JEJ, YBO3sl €r0 Ha CaMmble NAJIbHUE OXOTHI U
MIPOTYJIKH.

Jlena rocynapcTBa HaXOAMIIUCh B BEICHUH BEPXOBHOI'O COBETA, U3 LIECTU WICHOB KOTOPOIO
nBoe nmpuHapiexkanu K pamunun Jlonropykux; ['onoBkuH noutu ymupai, OcTepMaH MMOYTH HU BO
YTO HE BMELIMBAICA, a OCTalbHbIE aBOe — Muxann Muxannosud u mutpuii Muxannosuu
I'onuuplHEl — NpeanoduTanu Aepxarb pyky Anekces ['puropreBnua. He moromy, moHSATHO, 4TO
OHU COYYBCTBOBAJIM €TI0 YECTOJIIOOMBBIM 3aMbICIIaM, HE TMOTOMY, YTO KeJlAJId CIIOCOOCTBOBAThH €r0
BO3BBIIICHUIO, a NPOCTO MOTOMY, YTO UM OBUIO HE MOojA cuily OopoTbes ¢ JloNropykumu,
MyCTUBIIMMHU TaKHe TIIyOOKHE KOPHU U TPH JIBOPE, U B TOCYIapPCTBEHHOM YIIPABIICHUH, YTO HE
["onuIBIHEIM OBLIO O] CHITY CBEPTHYTH HUX.

Ho 10, 4TO 3aHMMAano cTapukoB, TO, UYTO BOJIHOBAJIO UX, — MAaJO TPOrajo MOJIOJBIX JIOAEH. Y
HUX OBLJIM CBOM MHTEPECHI, CBOM MEUTHl U HAJCKbI, U, 3aHAThIC CBOUM JIMUYHBIM CYaCTheM, AHIOTA
u MoJiofoi bapsaTuHckuil Kak Obl U 103a0bLIH, YTO MOJUTHYECKIE HHTPUTH MOTYT KOCHYTHCS U HX,
YTO IPUJBOPHOE KPYKEBO MOKET U UX OIyTaThb CBOUMU TOHKUMH, HO KPEIIKUMU HUTSIMU.

Onu mo0unu Ipyr Apyra — U B 3TOM JJIS HUX 3aKiItoyalicst Becb Mup. Kakoe um Obu10 1€1mo
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70 BO3BBIIIEHHS Jl0Nropyknx, Korja ux cep/ua OMIUCh TaK COTJIacHO, CJIOBHO BTOPS APYT IPYTy
CBOMMH yJlapaMHu.

U TosbKO MHOT/IA, HEBOJBHO paccibiias pamMuiuio Jloaropykoro, 4acto YHOMHUHABIIYIOCS B
pasroBope cTapukoB, Bacunuii MarTBeeBUY HEpPBHO B3JparvBajl, BCIIOMHHAasi CBOM HEJABHUE
TPEBOTM U MYYEHHUsI, CBOIO PEBHOCTh K AJlekcero MuxailoBU4y U CBOIO JydJIb C HUM. ..

Ho 6e300mayHoe cuacTbe, KOTOpOE TENeph HAIMOJHSIIO €ro, Majlo-MoMaly M3TJIaJuiIo U3 ero
NaMATH 3TU TsDKENbIe BocmoMuHaHus. OH 32011 0 JloaropykoM u ObUT BIIOJIHE YBEPEH, YTO U TOT
3201 0 HEM. Tem Oosiee yTO, MHOTAA BCTPEYASACh BO JABOPIIEC MIM Yy OOIIMX 3HAKOMBIX, OHU HE
KJIQHSJIUCh ApPYr ApYyry, o0aBas OJUH APYrOro XOJOIHBIM, O€3pa3iWYHBIM B3IJISJIOM, KaKUM
CMOTPST Ha COBEPILIECHHO HE3HAKOMOI'O, COBEPIICHHO HEMHTEPECHOTO 4esloBeKa... M bapsaTtunckuil
Obul yOexnéH, uro Anekcedl MuxalaoBHY NPUMHUPHUIICS C HEM30€KHOCTBIO CyAbOBI, MPOCTHII
CBOEMY HEJIAaBHEMY IMPOTHUBHHUKY IPEANOYTEHHUE, OKa3aHHOE KHSDKHOM PynHUIIKOW, M yTemmiics
HOBBIMH I00€aMH, TMOTOMY YTO C HEKOTOPOTO BPEMEHH CTajl CHJIbHO IOTOBapuBaTh 00 €ro
YX@KUBAHUU 3a JI0Yepbio rpada AmpakcuHa, — YXaXUBAaHHHM, KOTOpPOE, MO BCEM BEPOSTHUSM,
JIOJI’KHO OKOHYUTKCS cBaib00i. Ho Bapstunckwuii omubancs.

Joaropykuii HHYero He 3a0blUl, Ja W He XoTen 3a0bITh. Ero camomoOuBbIHM, 3700HBIH
XapakTep HE MOI INPUMHUPHUTBCA € ynaaded comnepHuka. IIpaBma, Bcrpewasce ¢ Bacunuem
MargeeBuueM, Jloaropykuii OKUABIBANI €r0 PaBHOIYIIHBIM B3IJISIOM, — HO 3TO OBLIO TOT/a, KOTaa
BapstuHckuit cMOTpen Ha Hero. A Bcliea eMy OH Opocai Takue 37100HbIe, MTOJTHBIE HEPUMUPUMOM
HEHABUCTH B30Pbl, YTO, OTJIIHUCh Bacunuii MaTtBeeBUY U MoMMail OJUMH U3 TaKUX B30POB, — OH
HEBOJILHO OBl UCIyTAJICA U HE CTall Obl HaJeAThCA, UTO Mpoiuioe AjekceeM MUXaillIoBUYeM Tak ke
3a0BITO, KaK M HM.

Her, kus3p Jloaropykuii HU4ero He 3a0bL.

He 3a0b1 OH M mpuKa3aHus, JAHHOTO AHTpONBIYY, KOTOPBIA BCE emE MeIUI C ero
UCTIOJIHEHUEM, — U elI€ HeJaBHO, MTPU3BAB €ro K cede, cKaza:

— Hy uro, cTapas Kpbica, J0IT0 Thl TAHYTbCS OyAeuIb?

— Iloroau, Baie cuATenbCTBO. .. [loaxoaamero ciuydyas He BBIXOIUIIO. .. — OTBETHUII CTApUK.

— Tax ero, 3TOro0 Cily4as-To, MOXKET, U 10 BTOPOIO IPHUIIECTBUA HE NOXKIEMIBCA... YK A
KAAT-KJAN, Ja U AKAAHKU-TO MOTEPSLIL.

AHTpOIIBIY pa3BEN pyKaMH.

— Hudero He nopenaens, rocyiapb KHa3b. YTO KacaeMo 10 MEHs, — y MEHS BCE HaJaXEHO.
Kak nTuuka B CUJIOK, — TYT €i U 1en4oK. /{a 1 B CUIIOK-TO €111€ HE 3aMaHuUIIH. . .

— /la ¥ BOBEK, MOXKET, HE 3aMaHUIIb?! — CepAUTO BOCKIMKHYN Jlonropykuii.

— 3ayeM Tak, Ballle CHATEIbCTBO, T'OBOPUTh... 3aMaHUTh — Oeclepeyb 3aMaHUM, —
00uIunBO BO3pa3mil AHTponbIY. — [1oroauTh TOIBKO HAJIOTh.

— CwMmortpu, crapslii AbsiBos! Jloroauiibes Thl MX CBaAbObI. [1eTpoB AeHb-TO HE 32 TOpaMHu.

— bynpre 06e3 cymiieHHs, Balle CHUATENbCTBO, — OTO3BaJCS AHTpombld. — Bpems He
YIYCTUM. A UTO FOJUTH Ha/I0 — TaK CAMH X Bbl U3BOJIWIIN TaK IPETIOPYUUTb.

— A 1a Te1 ¢ yma comén!

— Hy, Bot emé! He Bam npuka3s, 4ToObl ¢ onackoi neiictBoBaTh... Konum Ob1 0e3 omacku na
Ha Oesly cBeTy — TaK XOTb HOHYE MPUKOHYUTH MOKHO. TOJIbKO Kak Obl MOTOM IIyMa HE BBILUIO. ..

— Her-Her, myMy He HaJ0, — TOPOILIMBO ITPOMOIBUI JIOITOPYKUiA.

— Hy, T0-TO 1 OHO-TO, — CHUCXOJUTENILHO YABIOAsCh CyXMMHU I'yOaMu, 3aMEeTU CTapuK. —
A caMu TOPSUUTHCS M3BOJIMTE. YK OyIapTe CHOKOWHBL. YTO AHTpOIBIY cKa3al — Tak U OynerT.
N3Beném Bamero Bopora. Toapko 000X AUTE MAJIOCTh, JaliTe MHE €T0 B JIOBYIIKY 3aMaHHUTh. ..

— Hy, namno, crapas kapra,— T1OCJIeé HEOOJBIIOrO pa3ayMbsl coTJacuics AJeKcei
Muxaiinosud. — Ho TONBKO MOTIOMHHU: KOJHM OHU OOBEHYAIOTCS Ja Thl BpEeMs YIYCTHINb — HE
OBITh TEOE KUBOMY: CBOMMH PyKaMH MPUAYIILY. ..

W oH Tak THEBHO CBEPKHYJ IJIa3aMH, YTO AHTPOIBIY B3JPOTHYJ BCEM TEIOM U Kybapem
BBIKATUJICSI U3 KOMHATBI.

Crapuky He ObUIO HUKAaKoro pacuéra oOMaHBIBaTh CBOEr0 THEBHOTO rocmojuna. ITpexne
BCEro OH XOpOIIO 3HAI €ro XapakTep M IMOTOMY ObLT yBepeH, uTo Asiekceid MuxaimoBuu He
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3aJyMaeTcsl UCTIOJIHUTD CBOIO YTPO3y U 0e3 BCAKOM kKaJloCTH YOBbET €ro, ecu OH He CACPIKUT CIIOBA.
Kpome Toro, oH paccuuTsiBai orpabuth bapsTHHCKOTO, OMOIB30BaThCS HEMAJIBIM, TaK KaK OH YK€
npoHtoxan, urto Bacunuit MarBeBuu HOCUT ¢ co0010 Oombmiue fAeHbrd. OTKyAa OH MOIyYMsI 3TH
CBEJIEHUs], — ITO ObLIA €ro TalHa; HO ATO B ICHCTBUTEIBHOCTH OBUIO Tak. bapsTMHCKUI B IpexHee
BpeMsl, JI0 3HAKOMCTBA C KHSDKHOM PyIHUIIKOM, OB CTPACTHBIM UTPOKOM, XOTSI M HE OBLIT KYTHJIOM.
W ut0o6 nmeth npu cede cBOOOIHBIE AEHBI'H JUISI HT'PbI, OH HOCHJI COTHU TPH 30JIOTHIX, 3aIIUTHIMU B
nosice Mo MyHAUpoM. Mrpath oH MOTOM OpOCHII, HO TIOSIC C 30JI0TOW HAYMHKOM MPOI0JIKAT HOCUTH
10 KaKOM-TO CTpPAHHOW MpUBBIUKE. BOT Ha 3TOT-TO NOSIC U paccUunThIBAl AHTPOIIBIY, KaK Ha JIUIIIIEE
BO3HATPaKJCHHUE 3a MCIIOJHEHHE CTPAIIHOIO JIesia, B3ATOTO MM Ha ce0sl Mo MmopydeHuro AJekces
MuxaitioBuya. 1 ecinu 10 cux nop oH emé He MOKOHYUI ¢ bapsTUHCKUM, TaK TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO
IpeCTyIUIeHnEe TPeOOBAIO YUCTON OTAEIKH, YTO HYXHO OBLIO CHpSATaTh BCE KOHIBI B BOAY, a VIS
3TOrO TPeOOBAJIOCH HENPEMEHHO 3aMaHUTh Bacunus MarBeeBn4a B Kakoe-HHOYIb TIyXO€ MeEcTo,
Yero JI0 CUX IOp CAeNaTh He YAAI0Ch. AHTPOIBIY BCE BEDKUIAT yIOOHOTO Clydas U HAKOHEI-TaKu
JOK IAJICS.

B mocnennee Bpemss Bacunuit MarBeeBud modtu HUTAE HE ObIBaJl, IPOBOJIS IENbIE JHU Y
cBO€il HeBeCThI. TONBKO OUEHB U3PENIKA OH HaBELIall CBOUX Npusitenel, BenpsamruuoBa u CeHsABUHA,
7a U TO MPENOYHTaN, YT00 OHM MOCEIIATN €ro Kak MOXKHO Yallle, He CUUTasChb C HUM BU3UTaMHU.
IIpusrenn cHavama Aynuch Ha bapsATHHCKOrO, M3MEHMBIIETO CBOMM IIPEKHUM IIPUBBIYKAM U
oObIyasiM, HO 3aT€M NMPUMUPHIUCH C HEU30EKHOCTHIO U UyTh HE KAXKJ0€ YTPO 3asBIISIINCH K HEMY,
9TOOBI MOOONTATh O PA3JIMYHBIX MYCTAKAaX. DTO BOIUIO B TaKyl NPHUBBIUKY, YTO bapsTHHCKHI
CTPALLHO U3YMUJICS, KOI1A B OJJUH IIPEKPACHBIN IeHb BEIbIMUHOB SBUIICS OJVH.

— A rne xe CensBun? — yausuiics bapsTuHCKHI.

— Iyt ero 3naeT! — oto3Baiics BenbsiMuHOB. — He npuinén ko MHE HOHYE.

— A TBI K HEMY HE 3aX0]u1?

— Her. [la on, moxet, npocnain... [Ipunér eme.

Ho CensiBun He npumén. He mpumeén oH m Ha apyroil aenb. HakoHen Ha TpeTuidl neHb
BenbsamuHOB sBWICS K bapATUHCKOMY CHUIIBHO BCTPEBOKECHHBIN.

— A 3naeub, CeHIBUH-TO Belb nponai!.. — 3aKkpuyaj OH elé ¢ mopora.

— Kak nponan?!

— Jla Tak. 3amén s Kk HEeMy HOHue, a Bacunbuu — €ero JEHIIUK — TOBOPUT, YTO OH YXK
TPETHIO HOYb JJOMa HE HOYEBAI. ..

— Jla xyna xe oH nencs?!

— A 5T0 HEBEAOMO...

HcueznoBenne CeHSBHMHA HE TOJBKO HM3YMWJIO, HO M TIOJIOKUTEIIBHO HCIyrago oO0OMX
npusrenei. Jlo cux mop He ciiydanoch emé HU pasy, YTo0 OH Tak BHE3AIHO mpomnajaai u3 goma. O
He ObUT HU OOJIBIIUM KYTWUJIOW, HU OOJIBIINM IFOOMTENEM JFOOOBHBIX MOXOXACHUN, M €CIH U
OTJIydascs U3 J0Ma, TaK TOJBKO Ha OXOTY, Ja U TO B CONPOBOXKJICHUH OOOMX CBOMX JApy3eH, Oe3
KOTOPBIX, KaK OH caM TOBOpPWJ, M B 0XO0Te He Oyzmer ymauu. [losTOMy ero TamHCTBEHHOE
OTCYTCTBHE, COBEPILICHHO HMUYEM He 00bsICHUMOE, HaBeno bapsaTuHckoro n BenbsiMuHOBa Ha OYEeHb
TPEBOKHBIE MbICIH. Cilydau BHE3aIIHbIX MCYE3HOBEHUH NTPOUCXOIMIM HEPEIKO B TO BpeMs. CTomio
TOJBKO HAKUTHh CHJIBHOIO Bpara, M 4YeEJIOBEK, OCYACTIMBICHHBIA TaKOW BpaXXIOH, HcUe3all
OecciieJHO, ecaM B TOM BCTpeyasach HeoOXoauMocTb. Ho, HackoJIbKO 3HaNU €ro Ipy3bs, Y
CensBuHa He OBLJIO HUKAKHX BPAroB, Tak Kak OT ObLI YEIOBEKOM HE3JIOOMBBIM, HU C KEM HHMKOTIZa
HE CCOPHJICS U pacroJiarai K ce0e Jake caMblX YEPCTBBIX JIIOJEH CBOUM OTKPBITBHIM XapaKTepOM H
Becénoil OecrieyHoCThIO HpaBa. OcraBanoch enié MpennojoXKUTh TOJIbKO OAHO, — 4T0 CeHSBHH
rormajn B pyku TEMHOTO JIO/1a, JIEP3KO pazOoiiHuuaBiiero B MockBe HOYHOU MOpoil. XOTS U 3TO
ObLIO TIOJBEPKEHO OOJIBIIOMY COMHEHHIO, TaK KaK BOJIHBIN JIIOJ PEAKO Hamajaan Ha o(pUIepoB, 1a
1 CeHsIBUH OTIIMYAJICS 3aMeYaTeIbHOM (PU3nUecKoil CHIION U He Aajcs Obl JIETKO B OOUY.

— HyxHo Oyner ero oTbicKaTh! — mociie HEOOJBIIOro pa3ayMmbs ckazan bapsaTuHckuid. —
Yaii, He UTOJIKA, COBCEM 3aIIPOIIACTh HE MOXKET.

— Jla rzie 5xe MBI ero UCKaTh-To OynaeM? — crpocui BeabsiMIUHOB.

— A BOT MOJ0XKIEM JIEHBKA JIBA; KO HE OOBSIBUTCS caM, Tak U TOYHEM M0 MOCKBE IIapUTh.
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— A B CbICKHOH NpUKa3 3asBIATh HE XOUEIIb?

— 3asgBUTH-TO MOKHO, JIa TOJK-TO Kakoi B ToM Oynmer? Allb Thl HE 3HAellb, KaK y Hac B
CBICKHOM po3bIcke aenaior? Komm neHeru y 1e0s mpomanu, — emé, MOXKET, OTBHIIIYT, HOTOMY
MOJIOBUHY M3 HUX cebe Bo3bMyT. Hy, a uenoBeka nckath He cTanyT. Her, Mumiyk, Mbl yx Jydiie ¢
TO0OM caMH pacTiopsIUMCHL.

W npusiTeny NOKOHYMIIN HA 3TOM Pa3roBOp O IPOIABIIEM APYre, PELUB NEPEKIaTh ABa IH,
a 3aTeM IIPUHATHCS 34 €r0 PO3BICKHU.

BenbsamMuHOB nocuen emeé HEMHOTO U 3aTeM OTIIpaBUIICA B KazapMbl, a Bacunuii Marseesuu
IIoexaJl K CBOEH HEBECTE.

Bcé Bpems, moka OH cuaen ¢ HEW, OH MOYTH He Aymal o0 mcuesHoBeHMH CeHSBUHA, HO
CTOWJIO TOJIBKO €MY IIPOCTUTBCS C MOJIOJOW JIEBYLIKOW U OTIPABUTHCSA JOMOMU, KaK TPEBOKUBILIME
€ro yITpOM MBICJIH NOSBWJIMCH CHOBA.

«U xyaa OH MOT TOJIBKO JieBaThCs? — ayMan bapsTHHCKUIM, MeTIEHHO TOAEPTUBAs BOAOKAMU
U JaXe He 3amedas TOro, 4TO JIOIIaab, OexaBimas NETKOW PBICION, MOCTENEHHO IMepelia Ha
1iar, — BOT YK HE 4asiyl s Takoil HaracTu. HemTo u BIpsIMb OH TOJIBKO HA OXOTY KyJla OTIIPaBUIICS?
Jla Het, ObITH TOTO HE MOXKeET! — OBICTPO BO3pa3wi OH caM cede, — 0e3 Hac OH JOMpPEeXb LIary He
nenan, Aa ¥ Tenepb He craenaer. Her, Tyr uto-to He To! JloipkHO, M BopsMb nomnaics Camryxa B
pa30oitHNYBN pyKU. TOJBKO KaK e 3TO OHU C TAKUM MOJIOJLIOM YIIPaBUIIUCK. ..»

[Tonbexanm OH K oMy, KOTJa y)Ke coBceM cremHeno. Houb Obuta TéMHas, XOTS M CBETHJIA
JyHa, HO HE0O OBUIO 3aKyTaHO OOJaKamMH, KOTOPBIE TOJIBKO M3PEKa MPOPHIBATIMCH HA TOM MECTE,
rjie ropen e€ OJeIHbIN cepll, U Ka3alloCh, YTO HE 00JIaka CKOJB3SIT MUMO JYHBI, 2 OHA cama Hecercs
1o HeOy, MPOpe3bIBasi CBOUM OCTPHIM CEPIIOM BOJHUCTYIO TKaHb TYHY.

bapaTuHCKHN OCTaHOBUII CBOXO JIOLIA/(b Y CAMBIX BOPOT, BbLIE3 U3 OJHOKOJIKA U HETEPIIEIUBO
[IOCTy4YaJl KyJJAKOM B KaJIUTKYy. Ero, o4eBMAHO, XJanu, IMOTOMY YTO 3a KAJIMUTKOM: TOTYAC XKe
3allMBITaJIM IIarv, a 4Yepe3 MTHOBEHUE 3arpeMert 3aCOB, HO KaJIUTKA HE YCIeaa paclaxXxHyTbCs, Kak
nepen Bacuimem MatBeeBrueM BBIpOCIA YbsS-TO CropOsieHHasi (pUrypka, BBIHBIPHYBILAs U3 Mpaka,
HA/IBUHYBILETOCS CO BCEX CTOPOH M 3alOJIHUBIIErO co00#l BCE BO3AYHIHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO. IJTO
ObUIO TaK HEOXHMJIAHHO, YTO bapsATHHCKUI M3yMIIEHHO OTLIATHYJICS U HEBOJBHO CXBATHJICS PYKOH
3a ahec cBoeit cadiu.

Hes3paunas ¢urypka Mexay Tem MOJBHHYNACh emlé OJKe W, OTBECHB MOYTHTEIbHBIN
IIOKJIOH, 3arOBOpUIIA:

— He oleccynpTe, Balie CHATEILCTBO, UTO B pa3roBOP ¢ BaMU BCTymaro. [leno 10 Bac ectb, U
00JIBIIION BaXKHOCTH JIEJIO.

— Yro Takoe? Cka3piBaii!

— Yaii, Be1oMO BaM, 4TO rocrnoAuH nopyuuk CeHsBUH U3BOJIMI U3 JOMA OTIYYUTHCH. ..

Bacwimii MartBeeBuy, ycibimas ¢damunuio CeHsBHHA, MOJOXKHUTEIHHO 00pagoBajcs 3TOMY
TaUHCTBEHHOMY BECTHHKY, J1a)K€ MCITYTaBLIEMY €r0 CBOMM HEO)KMJAHHBIM MOSBICHHEM, H OBICTPO
CIIPOCHIL:

— To1 oT Anexcanapa MBanosuya? I'ne on? Kyzna on npoBamuics?

— Tak TO4HO-C, OT UX MMJIOCTH, — HOATBEpAWI CTapu4ok. — Cilyumnach ¢ rOCHOJMHOM
MOPYYUKOM OOJIbIlIasi HEMPHUATHOCTb: W3BOJMIM OHU B «BEPTYILIKY» IOINACTh, MPOUTPAIUCH, H
Tenepp UX 6€3 TOro He OTIYCKAIOT, MOKEIUYa CBOM JOT HE OTIAAYT.

CMyTHOE MOJ03pEHNE EBEIBHYNOCH B aylie bapsatuHckoro. OH 3Hai, yto CeHsBUH MHOT A
JTOOUT TEPEeKUHYThCS B KAapTUIIKH, HO B TO K€ BPEMs 3HAJI €ro 3a 4YeJOBeKa, HEeCIOCOOHOTro
yBIIEUbCS UTPON U TeM 0oJiee B «BEPTYIIKE», KaK Ha3bIBAJIUCH MPEXJIE MEJIKHE UTOPHBIC TPUTOHBI,
KOH-T/ie I0TUBIIMECS MO0 oKpanHaM MockBbl. Ho B TO e camoe Bpemsl TOH CTapuyka ObLI OYEHb
UCKpeHeH, 1 bapsatunckuii mogyman npo ceds:

«Moxer, u BrpaBay Camyxa monan B o00xenky. 3aTSHYIM MaJoro Kakue-HUOYyIb
OnmaromnpusATeny 1a U Opocwin. Y Hamiero OpaTa Takas MOBaJKa eCTby.

W oH cHOBA cIpOCHII CTapUUKa:

— A MHOT0 J10JKEH-TO OH?

— Jla mopsimouHo. YepBOHHBIX ABaIATh, a To U nodose. OunHHO Bac rocnoauH CeHsBUH
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POCHIIM U3 Oe/Ibl BHI3BOJIUT. ..

bapsaTuHCckuii mogyMan ¢ MUHYTY, 3aTEM KPUKHYJ KOHIOXY, B 3TO BPEMsI YK€ OTBOPUBLIEMY
BOPOTa M BBOJAMBIIEMY JIOLIA/(b BO JBOP, YTOO OH HE pacrpsrai JIOmaab, 1 CHOBA OOpaTHICS K
CTapUUKy:

— A janexo 3Ta BepTylIKa-To?

— He6nusko-c. [lounraii 3a Cymésbim, 6u3 HanpyaHoro.

Bacwimit MarBeeBuu He cran Oousblie paccrpamuBaTh. OH ONISATH ycescsl B Taparailky u
KPUKHYJI KOHIOXY:

— Ckaxu, VBaH, paaonike, yTo0 OH HE JOXKUAAICA MEHS Y)KMHATh... A MyCThb KO MHE B
OTIOYMBAIBHIO KYCOK XOJIOJHOW AUYHMHBI MocTaBAT. Kak BepHych, 4T0OBI OXKEBaTh uTo ObLTO. Hy,
CTapHHa, — CKa3aJl OH, 00paIlasch K CTApHuKy, — BJI€3aii-Ka CIO/Ia, /1a U MOEIEM.

Crapyuok He 3acTaBWJl IOBTOPATh NPEUIOKEHHUE M TOPOIUIMBO BJE3 B TapaTaiKy.
bapsaTuHCKHI XJIECTHYN JIOHIaab BOXOKAMM, OHA IOJXBAaTHUJIA KPYIHOK PBICBIO M IIOHECHA
TapaTaiiKy B HEIPOIJIAIHYIO TbMY HOYH. ..

Maea X
B pazbonHuubem rHesae

B ToT camplil Beuep, koraa bapsatuHckuil otnpaBuiics BbipydaTh CeHSBUHA U3 «BEPTYILKHY,
Jaca 3a TPH JI0 ATOT0, B 3HAKOMOM HaM JIoMHKe B cene HanpymaHom coOparnach memnast «kKyMIIaHUs.
3necy ObuT U A MuTSN, 1 AHTPOIBIY, U KaKOH-TO MOJIOJON MapeHb ¢ OMyXIIMM OT IbSHCTBA
JUIIOM W BCKJIOKOYEHHBIMHM BOJIOCAMHM, LEJNOM INANmKOM OKPYKAaBIIUMH €ro  OOJBLIYIO
KOTJIOOOpa3HyI0 TOJIOBY, U JBe 0a0bl, OJHAa MOMOJIOXKE, Jpyras Mmocrapiie, Ho o0e JOCTaTOYHO
Henpe3eHTa0eIbHOTO BU/Ia, pacTpENanHble, IPSA3HbIC U MOTYIbSHbIE.

B Hu3eHbKON IyITHOW KOMHATe, €€ OCBEIIEHHOW JBIMUBIICH JIy4UHOU, OBUIO O TOTO
HaKypeHO MaxOpKOH, 4To KiIyObl pIMa 00JIakaMu BHCEIH B Bo3ayxe. Kypuinu Bce — U My>KYHHBI, U
6a0bl, C KAKUM-TO OCTEPBEHEHHEM 3aTATHBASCh KPEMUAHIIUM JBIMOM U3 KOPOTEHBKOW TPYOOUKH,
TO W JIeJI0 MepexoauBIIed U3 pyk B pyku. Ho emé gamie, uem TpyOka, B pyKax COOECETHUKOB
BUJIHETIMCh CTAKAaHYHMKH C 3€JICHOBAThIM epodenyeM, Lebli Tod KOTOPOTro KpacoBaJICs Ha CTOJIE,
CpPEeIM HECKOJIBKUX JIYKOBBIX T'OJIOBOK, KyCKOB PEIBbKU U COJIM, IPYAKOM HACBIIAHHOM IPSIMO Ha
Ipsi3HyI0 JocKy croia. Lltod yxe omycTen HamoJOBHHY; JHMIa COOECEHHKOB, M 0€3 TOro
OarpoBble OT KpPaCHOBATOIO CBeTa JY4WHBI, emé Ooyiee TMOOAarpoBeNd; TIJiaza IOCOJIOBENIU U
HaJWINCh KPOBBIO, a SA3BIKM pa3BA3AJIUCh OKOHYATENIBHO, M OTPBIBOYHBIA JOTOJIE TOBOP
IIPOTPATUIICS B KAKOW-TO HESACHBIM Ty, U3 KOTOPOIO BBIPBIBAIUCH TOJIBKO OTICIIBHBIC CIIOBA,
IIPOU3HOCUMBIE KAKUMU-TO BCKPUKAMH.

Ho 310 mpopomkanochk HERONTO, 1 AHTPOIBIY, OYEBHIHO TJIABEHCTBOBABIIMI 3/1€Ch, PE3KO
BOCKJIMKHYII:

— Hy, Oyner ranners, yeptu! Hazo teneps u 0 Jiesie HOroBOPUTb.

— CkasbiBail! — oTo3Basica Murtsii, cie3as ¢ JekKaHKU, HAa KOTOPOU CHUIEN, M TOAXOJs
Omke K AHTPOTIBIYY.

AHTpOTBIY, JEpXKaBIIMKH B pyKax TpPYyOKy, 3aTSHYNCS, CIUTIOHYN, mepenan e€ Mursao u
3aroBOPUIIL:

— Honnya, pe6sita, Oynem nieno aenars.

— Ilopa, 3akpanucey yx, — 3aMETHII I1APEHb.

— Hy BoT 1 noxnancs. A T0, BUAHO, y T€OSl pyKH YEIIYTCS.

— Yemryres U eCTb.

— Hy u vemm ux omocnsi, Koraa depén mpuuer, — cepauTo OypkHya Mutsii, — na He
Mentail Ham o zaesne roBoputs! Hy Tak ckas3biBail, AHTPOINBIY, KaK Thl €r0 CUATEIBCTBO-TO 3AIY4YUTh
TyMaelb?

— A yx 310 Mo€ neno. IlpenocTaBuTh BaM NIPEOCTABIIO, a PACIOPSIKATHCS BBl ONOCIA
Oynere. ToyibKO, Uyp, yroBOp Jydllle JeHeT; 0e3 MEHs ero He pa3/eBarh.

— A 410, BUAHO, KPYIJITYKU ECTH?
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— A yXe 3TO OlAThb-Taku MOE zieno!

— Jla ThI TOJIKOM CKa3bIBail! — OIATH BCTYNUIICS MapeHb. — MBI BeJlb TOXKE JapoM paboTaTh
HE HaMEPEHBI.

— Huxro napom u He 3actaBisger! CBOIO JOJIIO MOJYYHUTE, & TOJIBKO O€3 MEHS JNENEXKKU He
HAa4YMHATbh, — CaM pa3Jelo.

— A Korja X Tbl €ro NpeAoCTaBuIlb? — crpocusl MuTsii.

— A BOT 3aBeuepeeT COBCEM, TOTAA U MOHUy.

Opnna u3 6a0 MOMOJIOKE BCTYIHIIA B PA3rOBOP:

— A MoJ100¥ KHSI3€K allb CTaphIi? — crpocuia OHa.

— Wmp! — 3arororan napens. — Wb, 3aBuaymas! Maino tebe Hac, 4yTo u?

— Hy na, odeHp Bbl HaM HYKHBI! — XPHUIUIBIM TOJIOCOM OTO3Banachk Apyras 6aba. — Bame
JIENI0 TOJIBKO BOJKY JIONATh!

Mutsii cepaUTO CTYKHYJI KYJIAKOM I10 CTOJLY.

— byner ranmanuts-To, ueptu! He manyr u o nene cronkoBathbesi! Tak kak ke, AHTpOIbIY,
3/1€Ch MBI KHS3bKa-TO IIPUCTYKHEM aJlb B MHOE MECTO CBOJIOYB €ro?

— A 310 Kak xouemb! Mo€ neso — cIoBUTH NTUYKY B CHIIOK, a TOJIOBY CBEPTHIBATH BHI €1
Oynere. Trl MHE €ro TOJBKO yOepH, /1a Tak, YTOO UM M HE TONaxJo. ..

— VY06epém, s ya He yopath! He BrepBoii, He MaxoHbkue! — OypkHY!I MUTSH.

AHTpOIIBIY BCTAJI CO CKaMbH, NOJOWIEN K OKHY H, CIIyCTUB OKOHHHUILY, 3albUIEHHYIO H
3arpsA3HEHHYIO JI0 TOTO, YTO 4Yepe3 He€ MOYTH COBCEM HE MPOOMBAINCH JIyYM HAPYKHOTO CBETa,
BBITJISIHYJI HA YIIULLY.

— OpHaue COBCEM YK CTEMHEN0, — CKa3ajl OH. — MOXHO U B IOX0J UATH!

OH oTOWEN OT OKHA, OTHICKAJI CBOI IIANMYOHKY, BAJISABUIYIOCA B YIJIy HAa BOPOXE KaKOMH-TO
PYXJISAM, HAXJIOO0Y4MII Ha TOJIOBY M HAIIPABHJICS K JIBEPH.

— Hy, s momeén! — KpUKHYN OH ¢ IOpora. — A BbI, OpaTIibl, TOTOBHTECH, IPUMHTE TOCTS KaK
cien!

— JlagHo! — oTknMKHYNICS MuTai. — OXyJIKH Ha pyKy HE TOJIOKUM. A CKOpO KIaTh-TO?

— Jla Tak ¢ yac, a MOXXeT, 1 T000JIe, KaK yIPaBIIOCh.

W AnTponsiu ckpbuics 3a aBepbio. Ilo ero yxonme B M30EHKE HECKOJIBKO MUHYT LAPHUIIO
MEPTBOE MOJYaHUe. MHUTSH, Kak Obl 4TO-TO OOAYyMBIBasi, COCPEIOTOUEHHO MOCACHIBAI TPYOOUKY,
OKyThIBasi ce0st oOnakaMu JpIMa M TIOMHHYTHO CIUIEBBIBas Ha TOJ. MoJIoJI0i mMapeHs,
MEPEMECTUBIIUICS TENEPh K CTOJY, MEJUIEHHO JKeBaJl KOPKY Xj1e0a, a 0a0bl, He cMesl IETOXHYThCH,
MOTJIAABIBAIM CBOMMM ONYXIIMMH TIJIa3aMH HAa MY)KMKOB W JOXKUJAJIUCh, IIOKAa T€ Hapylar
MOJTYAHHE.

— A uro, 119 MuTsii, — 3aroBopui1 BAPYT MapeHb, — U IUTYT 3TOT AHTpoOIbI4!

— Illenpma ectecTBeHHast! — coryacuics MuUTSi.

— Jla 6yzet tebe kyputb-To! Wb, BTroxancs!

W mapeHb MOYTH HACWIBHO BbIpBal y Mutsas TpyOKy. MuUTSAH Moiya MOTJIAAEN Ha HEro
KaKUM-TO OECCMBICICHHBIM B3IJIZIOM W CHOBa OTBEN TJla3a B CTOPOHY. A TMapeHb 3aTSHYICS
HECKOJIBKO pa3 U CHOBA 3arOBOPUIL:

— W HagyeT Hac AHTpOIIBIY, KaK MUTh AaTh!

— DTo0 nouemy ke HayeT? — yrpromMo crpocusl MuTsi.

— A notomy uro Oectus!

I'maza Murtsist BIpYr THEBHO CBEPKHYJIM, U OH TaK CHJIBHO yAapWJ KyJAaKOM IO CTONY, 4TO
JYKOBMIIBI 3aIIpbIralid, COCKOYMIIM U MOKATUIIUCH 10 TOJY.

— A 3T0 4TO? — pSBKHYJ OH.

ITapens 3arororai.

— MmHoro 1ol 3TuM Bo3bMEIIBL! Her, Opat, AHTponbsiy — ToHKas mryka! Ero kymakom He
ucnyraems! A mo-MoeMy, COBCEM HE Tak IOCTYNaTh HAJOTh.

— A kak xe? — ewgé yrpromee cripocusl MUTsIii.

— A Tak, 4to ciuenyeT AHTPOIbIYA OOMHIITYIIUTS.

— Jla xak ke, 4épToB KyM? — BHE3aIHO pazosnwica Mutsil. — byner te MAMauTh-TO!
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I'oBopu TOJIKOM.

— A ouunHO mpocto. Tenepp, K mpUMepy CKazaTh, OH HAC OOMHILIYIUTH XOYET, & MBI €rO0
camu oOmumynuMm. be3 nero, Bumb, He nenu! Crano, NpH TOCIOAWHE KHs3€ JIEHbra €cTb.
BocuyscTBoBan? — U oH JiykaBo NOAMUTHYJI MUTSIIO T71a30M.

— Hy?! — OypkHyn TOT.

— Bor Tebe u ny.

— Jla kak xe TbI ero oomuynumib? Crano, mo-TBoeMy, KHs3s1 yOuBarth He cren’?

— [louemy He cnen! B nydiiem BUae yKOHTEHTyeEM !

— Tak 4To ke enaTb-To, AbIBOJI?!

[Tapens HacCMENUIMBO YJIBIOHYIICS, HANMKI ce0e CTaKaHYMK BOJIKH, 3AJIIOM BBIITUJI €0 U TOTJa
TOJIBKO IIOBEPHYJICS ONATh K MUTHI0.

— A peno-to, naas1 Mutsi, ouens npocto. K npumepy ckaszars, npusenér MiBan AHTpomnba
rocrnojvHa KHs3si. YTo HaM JenaTe HafoTh? YTOBOpP MCHOJHUTH... A TaMm, K IpUMEPY CKazathb,
MOXkeM Mbl U lBaHa AHTpomnblya K 4epTsAM CKOBOPOABI JM3aTh nocnars, a? Kak, nags Mursii,
CKaXKeIllb?

W mapeHb OmATH MOJMUTHYJI CBOEMY YIpOMOMY coOeceqHHKY. MUTSH naxke MpHUBCTal CO
CKaMbU — TaK IOpa3sWji0 €ro HEOKUJAHHOE IpemokeHue coroBapuina. [lo rmazam ero,
3aropeBIIUMCS 3JI00HBIM aTYHBIM OTOHBKOM, OBLIO BHIHO, YTO 3TO MPEIUIOKEHUE MPUIIIOCH eMY
0 JIyIIe U YTO OH JAJIEKO HE MpOoUb U30aBUTHCA OT AHTPOIBIYA, Il TOTO YTOOBI BOCIIOJIB30BATHCS
€ro 4acThlO.

— A Beqb THI IbsiBOJ, CeHbKa! — BOCKIIMKHYII HAKOHEIl OH 0JI00pUTENBHO.

ITapeHb caMOOBOJIBHO YCMEXHYJICS U MHOTO3HAYUTEIBHO CIIPOCHUIL:

— Tak nnér?

— Unét! — cornacuics Mutsi.

— Craio ObITh, AHTPOIIBIYY KaIryT?

— Craio ObITh, TakK.

Ha stom pasroBop o6opBajcs, U MOJ4aHUE BOLApWiIOCh cHoBa. O0a oHM, 1 MUTSH, U 3TOT
napeHb, kotoporo 3Bann Cenbkoil Kocapém, mnpuHaiexanu K paspsly caMmblX OTYasHHBIX
roJOBOPE30B, eUIé HEJaBHO MNPOMBIIUIABIIMX B BOJDKCKHX pa30OWHMUYBMX IIaiKax M Temepb
OCHOBaBIIMXCA B MOCKBE B HaJeX/Jie Ha XOopollyto noxupy. Kopmununa Boara-matymika yxe He
MOTJIa HaKOPMHUTh TaK CHITHO, KaK NPEXJE, HAOUTh TaK MbSHO, KaK B ObUIbIE BpEMEHa IIEIIbIe
THICAYM OpOJSKHOTO JII0/a, MPHUIOTHUBIIETOCcs Ha €€ >KMBOMMCHBIX KPYTBHIX Oeperax. Bpemena
Crenpkun Pa3una, kazanoch, MUHYJIH Oe3Bo3BpaTHO. Morydasi Bojs Benukoro Ilerpa 3acraBuia
BCTPSAXHYTHCS U JICHUBBIC IIOBOJLKCKUE TOPOAA.

OObIuHBIC, OCBSIIEHHBIE BEKAMHU MOPAIKU KPYTO M3MEHMINCh. OCOOEHHO B MOCIIEAHUE TOJIBI
CBOETO LIAPCTBOBAHMS BEJMKHUI MpeoOpazoBaTenb C OOBIYHON PHEPrueil MpUHsIICS 32 BHYTPEHHEE
671aroycTpoicTBO CTpaHbl M TEPBBHIM JAEJIOM OOpaTHil BHMMaHHE Ha pa300WHUYMI HPOMBICEI,
nporBeTaBmuii Ha Bonre. Otman OblT CTpOTHil MpHKa3 MO BCEM BOEBOJCTBAM «IIE€PEJIOBHUTH
pa300MHBIX JOJEH CO BCEM TIAHUEM, TIOHEKE OT HEONIOJICHUS CIIOKOWCTBUS MHOTHE HETIOPSIIKH
MPOUCTEKAIOT U Pa30pEeHHEe MHUPHBIM TpaXJaHaM Mpou3BoauTcs. OHBIA pa30oHHUYMN IO,
IIPEABAPUTEIILHO OIIPOCHUB C IIPUCTPACTUEM, II0 3aciayraM CMEpPTH 4Ype3 KaTa IIpelaBaTb, KOU K€ B
yOoiicTBe HE 3aMeUEHbI — CChIJIATh B CHOMPCKHUE MPUTOPOIBI B LIENAX Ha TKEIBIE PabOThI».

DTOT MpHKa3 3aCTaBUII BOEBOJ, OCOOCHHO BOEBOJ] TIOBOJKCKUX, MPHHATHCS 32 TIOBCEMECTHOE
HCKOpEHEHHE Pa300HUKOB, U MHOTHE COTHU UX CJIOXKHMJIA CBOM OyiHBIE TOJIOBBI Ha IJIOMIAIAX MO
OCTpO#i ceknpoii kara. Pa300oitHMUECTBO BCTPENEHYIOCh, HE CTAJI0 JEMCTBOBATD YK€ TaK OTKPBITO U
3a0pajiock B JApemMydne AeOpu JIecoB, OKUHYB KOpMMIKILY Boury, rie BMecTo MpexHHUX JICHUBBIX
U HENOBOPOTIUBBIX CTPENBLOB TOSBUIMCH TETPOBCKUE COJAATHI, B (QOPMYIsipax KOTOPBIX
3HAYMITUCH 10O IbI HAJl IBEAAMHU.

Murtsii u Cenpka Kocapb ucnbITainy Bce MPeBpaTHOCTH pa300MHOM KU3HU, TOOBIBAIN U TTOA
Actpaxansto, 1 Ha Kacniuu, xwunn u Ha JIoHy IIUPOKOM, IPOMBILUISUIA U B OPJIOBCKHUX JIecaX, U BCE
UM Kak-TO He yJbI0aJIoCh cyacTbe, BCE MM Kak-TO HE OBUIO ylauu, U BOT B MOMCKAX 3a CYACTHEM U
yraueil oHM M NpulIyM Ha MOCKBY, pacCUMThIBas, YTO 3/I€Ch UM HE NPUIETCS TaK rojofarbh U
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XO0JI0/1aTh, KaK TOJIOAAIN U XOJIOJAIH 0 cux nop. B MockBe UM Moc4acTIMBUIOCH AEHCTBUTEIBHO
6onbiie. CoOpaB BOKpYr ceOst HECKOJIBKO UYEJNIOBEK TAKHUX YK€ TOJIOBOPE30B, JJISI KOTOPBIX MPOJIHUThH
YeJIOBEUECKYIO0 KPOBb OBIJIO TaK K€ JIETKO, KaK OCYIIUTh YapKy BoJKU, CeHbka 1 MUTSIH MPUHSINCD
00enbIBaTh CBOM JENUIIKH, CTapaTelIbHO IMpsiya KOHIBI B BOJAY M CTapasch HE MOMACTh B JIATIbI
CpICKHOTO IpHKa3a.

OtcyrcTBUE AHTpPOIIBIYA MPOJOIDKAIOCH YK€ OueHb JoJro. IIponuto mouru nBa yaca, a HU
ero, HU KH:35 bapsatuHckoro emeé He ObLI10.

— Kak Ob1 Hac crapselif xpba He Haaya! — mosBuil CeHbKa, HETEPIEINBO pacXakuBas M3
yria B yroi u30€HKU U IMpUCIyluBasich. Ho ero uyTkoe yxo HE MOTJIO YIOBUTh HUYETO, KPOME BOSI
pa30yIeBaBIIeroCs BETPa, C KaTOOHBIM BU3IOM 3aJIETABILETO B TPYOY.

— Hy, Bpsax nu Hanyer, — oTo3Basics Mutsil.

— Emé kak Hagyer-To!

— Jla emy 6e3 HAcC HE YIIPaBUThHCA.

— U3BecTHO, He ympaButhbesi! — orto3Banach AHuchka. — Miib, oH kakoil noxueiit! Kosn
KHS3E€K-TO MOJIOJIOM, TaK OH €ro TaK KOKHET, YTO OT AHTpPOIbIYA-TO, MOy, MOKPEHBKO
ocraHercs!

— Hy TBI, 6aba, — mnpeHeOpexuTenbHo KpukHYI CeHbKa, — 4Yero He B CBOE JIEIO
BcTpeBaellb! Jla 1 4ero BbI 371€Ch MyTaeTech-T0? MUTSAH, BEINU-Ka UM UATH JPBIXHYTH!

Murtsii 6pocuit cyMpauHbIi B3IJIs1/1 B CTOPOHY 0a0 ¥ MaxHYJ pyKOH.

— Crymaiite! — ckazain oH.

— Jla mbl HUyero, Mutpuii Crenanbly! — BOCKIMKHYNa 06aba mocrapiie, — MbI BaM HE
nomeriaeM. Ham ToJbKO KHSI3bKa MOTJIAAETH XOTLA.
— CkazaHo, ApBIXHYTh CTynail, — Hy M uau! — cypoBo 3ametun Mutai. — Heuero

OKOJIAYMBATHCS-TO!

U o xuHyn Ha 6a0 cepaUTHIN B3I,

AHNCBKa X0Tena ObUIO 3aTOBOPUTH, HO €€ COTOBapKa OAEpHYIa €€, U OHU TOPOIUIMBO YILLIH 32
Ne4Ky. A yepe3 MUHYTY OTTY/1a NOCIBIILAICS CAEPKAHHBIN IENOT U XUXUKAHbE.

Cenbpka MojomEN K OKHY, CIYCTHJI OKOHHMILY M BBICYHYJ I'OJIOBY Hapyxky. Pe3kuii mopsiB
BETpa BOPBAJICSI B OKHO M TaK KOJIBIXHYJ ILIaMs JIY4MHBI, YTO OHA 4YyTh HE IIOTYXJI4, a IO IOy
OCIICHO 3amphIrajii TeHHU, TO BBITATUBASCH JI0 MOTOJIKA, TO CKUMASCh.

— Huuero He cnpixath, — cka3asl CeHbKa, OTXOs OT OKHA.

— Iloroap manocts! — 3ameTnnt Mutsii. — Yaii, ceiiuac U moxajiyroT.

— 3nech npukoHUUM? — crpocuil CeHbKa.

— 3aueM 371eCb — B POILE IPUKOHYUM. ..

B 10 Bpems pe3kuii cobaunii nait touéccs co ABopa.

— AnTtponsra! — kpukHy!n CeHbka 1 OpOCHIICS OIPOMETHIO B IBEPb.

MuTsii TOXe OHSJICA € JJaBKU U B BBKUJIATEIIbHOM 1103€ BCTaN Y CTOJIA.

IIponuto HECKOJBKO MHUHYT. JIBepp OTBOpUIACh, U B TOPHUIY, B COINPOBOKICHUU
AHTpOIBIYA, BOIIEN KHA3b bapATHHCKU.

— IloxanyiiTe, Balle CUATENBCTBO, — FOBOPUIJI AHTPOIIBIY, — BOT 37ieCh rocniouH CeHsBUH
npeObIBaHuE UMETh U3BOJIAT. [ToxkanyiiTe, BXOIUTE, a HA MOPOKKE-TO, TISIUTE, HE OCTYIIUTECH!

Bapstunckuii chenan emé mar W, ¢ YAMBICHHWEM TIJISIII Ha HEB3pauyHyl0 OOCTaHOBKY,
OKPYXaBIIYI0 €r0, U Ha 3BEpPCKOE IULO0 MUTdsa, CTOABLIETO y CTOJIA, KaK pa3 IPOTUB HETO,
TOPOIUIUBO CIIPOCHIL:

— A rae ke CensaBun? YTo ke g €ro 371eCh HE BUXKY?

Ho otBera emy He mpumioch noxaarbes. [loaxpaBmmiics c3agu CeHbKa M30 BCEX CHII
yIapui ero 1yOuHoO# 1o royiose, u Bacunuit MaTBeeBuy, ake HE BCKPUKHYB, KaK CHOII, PyXHYJ Ha
IIOJL.

MNnaBa XII
B cetax no6Bu
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Ho kyna xe nesancs CeHsiBUH?

A neno 6su10 oueHb npocto. C Anekcannpom MBanoBuueM CEHSBUHBIM CIy4YMJIach OYCHb
OOBIKHOBEHHAsI MCTOPHS, 10 KOTOPOMH, mepedupas MOTHUBBI €0 MCUE3HOBEHHs, HUKAK HE MOTJIHU
nonymatbes HU bapartuHckuii, Hu BenbsimuHoB. OH nosro0ut.

JIt060Bb mpHITIa K MOJOAOMY IBapJeiIly COBEPIICHHO BHE3AIHO, HAJIETEB Ha €ro emié He
3aTpOHYTO€ OYpPHBIM JbIXaHHEM CTPACTH Ceplle, KaK HAJETaeT BeTep Ha TUXYIO, CIIOKOMHYIO Iia/lb
COHHOTO 03€pa, MUPHO JIPEMJIIOIIEr0 B MOPOCUIMX MBHSIKOM M TalbHUKOM Oeperax. M kak Berep,
MPOHECIINCH, PSIOUT Boay U Opocaer e€ NMEHHCTHIMU BOJHAMH Ha OEpPEroBOM IMECOK, — TaK U
CTpacTh, OXBATHUBILAsl €r0, BCKOJIBIXHYJA MUPHO ApemaBliee cepaue CeHsBHHA M 3acTaBUIa €ro
OUTBCS C HEOBIBAJIOIO CHUJIOH.

3a Mecdll 10 CBOETO BHE3AIHOTO MCUE3HOBEHHUs Asiekcanap VBaHOBWY, 00be3xkas JIOIIA/b,
3aexan 10 TpoekypoBa U yke XOTel BEpHYThCS Ha3all, KOTJa CIydaifHO 0OpaTHil BHUMaHUE Ha TO,
4TO JIOIIaAb MOTEpsula MOJKOBY Ha mepeaHei Hore. Ilpuxoawiocs cienarb OJHO M3 ABYX: WU
MOMCKATh Ha CeJie KaKoro-HUOy/b Ky3Hela, WIH OTHPABUTHCS MEIIKOM, BE/ JIOMIa b B TOBOJY, HO
nocienHee coBceM He ynbibanoch CeHsBUHY, TaK KaK OT MPOJOJKUTENBHON €371b1 OH YyBCTBOBAI
ceOs1 MOJIOKUTENFHO Pa30UTHIM M MIOATOMY PELIMIICS MOMCKATh KaKOr0-HUOYIb MYXHUKa, KOTOPBIN
CMOJKET II0JIKOBATh €r0 apramaka.

TpoekypoBo, pacmoiio)keHHOe Ha MaleHbKoil pedoHke CeryHu, ObUIO B TO BpeMms
HE3HAYUTEIBHBIM MTOCETKOM, COCTOSIBIIUM U3 HECKOJIBKUX MAJICHBKUX U30EHOK, pa3aenEéHHBIX IPYT
OT Jpyra OropojaMu M cagamu. TONBKO C Kpawo JIEpeBEHbKU CTOSUI JOM HEMHOTO MOOOJIbIIEe U
MOBHJIHEE JPYrUX, HAaJ PACKPBITBIMH JBEPSAMH KOTOpPOro Oblja NpuOHTa enoBas BETBb,
IepeBsA3aHHas KyMayHOH JICHTOM.

«®PapTuHa 13 noyman CeHsiBUH. — 371€Ch, JOJDKHO OBITh 3HAIOT, TJI€ HAUTH Ky3HEIay.

OH mojomén K caMoOMy KpbUIbILY, MPHBS3aN JIOMAAb Y BOUTOTO 37e€Ch CTOi0a M BOIIEN B
KabaxK.

Ha ckpunm aBepu u3-3a CTOMKH, Ha KOTOpOil B Oecropsijike ObLIM HACTaBICHBI MITO(MBI U
IIKAJIMKW, TOJHSJIACh MOJIOJAsl JKEHIIMHA B aTilacHOM capadaHe, B TOHKOW IIEIKOBOM COpOUKE,
IUIOTHO OOJIEraBIICH MBIITHYIO BBICOKYIO Tpyab. UEpHbIE I1a3a €€ MPHUBETIMBO YCTPEMHIUCH Ha
BOILIEMIEro oduliepa, a Ha MyXJIbIX KOPAJIOBBIX T'y0ax e 3aaporkana Becénas JaCKoBasi yCMeIIIKa.

— UYro npukaxere, Balle CUATEIbCTBO? — NpUBETCTBOBaJIa OHa CeHsBHHA, TJIAJEBIIETO Ha
He€ U3YMIIEHHBIM, BOCTOPKEHHBIM B30POM.

CensiBUH oTBETHII HE cpa3y. OH enié pa3 OKUHYJ B3IJISI0M KpacaBHIly M CKa3al:

— V¥ mens packoBanacs Jomaas. Her nu 31eck Ha cene Ky3Hena?

— Kak He ObITh, rocnoguH oduuep, ectb. llpucsnpre-ka, moxanyid, a s paboOTHHKA
CIIOCBLIALO.

W, npuoTBOpUB ABEPH B COCEIHIOIO TOPHUILY, OHA KPUKHYIIA:

— Basuia! Cxonu-ka k Muxaiine Kocomy, ckaxu, 4To Aes0 0 HEr0 €CTh; MYCTh CTPYMEHT
3axBaTUT!

W notom, noBepHyBIINCH CHOBA K CEHSIBUHY, OHA JIACKOBO CIIPOCHUIIA:

— A 4T0, TOoCcnoauH oduLep, MOKET, BUHI]A HE MOTHYIIAETECh BBIMUTH? Y HAC U PEHCKOE
BOJIUTCA.

CensBuH Bc€ BpeMs He ciryckal ¢ He€ ria3. OH Bc€ 00sble U 0OJIbIe yIUBIISAICS TOMY, YTO
B JTOM TpsA3HOU (papTHHE eMy MPHUIIOCh HATOJKHYTHCS HA TaKyl0 MBIIIHYIO KpacaBUIly, U OH
HEBOJIFHO JIIO00BAICS U €€ POCKOLTHBIM CTAHOM, U JUIMHHOIO PYCOI0 KOCOM, HUCIAIaBIICIO YyTh HE
70 TIAAT, ¥ OOJIBIIIMMH MUHAAJIECBUIHBIMU TJIa3aMH, TEMHBIMHU, KaK OCEHHSISI HOUb, M TTIyOOKHMHU, KaK
HE0O OCEHHEN HOUBIO.

— Tak d4ro e, Balle CHUATEILCTBO, — IOBTOPUJIA CBOM BOMNPOC LENOBaJIbHUIIA, —
MPUKAKETE HALIETUTh YapOUKy?

Anexcanp MIBaHOBHY Tak OB 04apOBaH KPACOTOIO MOJIOAOH KEHIIUHBI, YTO, MPEATIOKH OHA

13 dapTtruHa — 00BIYHO IWTO(, MEpa B JIBE KPYKKH INBA; 3/1eCh — Kabax.
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BBIMIUTH €My sy, @ HE TOJIbKO BUHA, — OH Obl, OXaJIyl, COTJIAaCHIICS U HA 3TO mpeioxenue. Ho
eMy IIpe/ularaiy BUHa, U OH BECEJI0 OTBETUIL:

— Oruero He BRIMUTH! C OOJBIIUM YIOBOIBCTBUEM BBITIBIO 32 TBOE 3JI0POBBE, KpacaBuIia!

Monogast JKeHIIMHA JocTana OYTBUIKY CO CTapblM pPEHCKUM BHHOM, XPaHHUBIIYIOCH,
OYEBHJTHO, JIJIS TOYETHBIX MMOCETUTENCH Kabauka, ¥, HATIOJHUB STHTAPHOW BIIarol CTakaH, ¢ HU3KUM
MIOKJIOHOM nojaiia ero CeHsBUHY, FOBOPSI:

— Kymaiite, rocnioaun oduuep, jyuiie 3a cBOE 3J0pOBbE: Mbl TAKOW YECTH HE CTOUM ..

— Hy, 310 TBI IyTHIIB, KpacoTKa! Takoil kpacoTe, Kak TBOS, MOXHO YIUBJISATHCS U CIETYET
BCEI/la OT/1aBaTh YeCTh!

Mononast JKEHIIMHA BCIBIXHYJIA M, CMYIMIEHHO mepedupas KOHIBI CBOEro (apryka,
paccMesuiach:

— Ox yx BbI, rocioguH odurep! ITonHo Bam Hax 6eTHON BIOBOM HACMEIIKU CTPOUTH.

— /la pa3Be TbI B1oBa?

— Brnoga, Baiie cusATenbCTBO, BAOBYILKA CUPOTINBASL.

— A [aBHO JIb THI OBJIOBEIA?

— Jla BoT k [IokpoBYy /1Ba roj1a MUHET.

— YT0 X THI MyXa-TO JIIOOMJIa ab HET?

IlenoBanpHuIA TEYAIBHO B3I0XHYJIA U OTBETUJIA:

— Kak ne mrobute — mobuna. Ha To oH 1 MyX, 4T00 ero IoOUTh Ja jKaaoBaTh. DX, Cydaphb,
Bame custenbcTBo! TakoBa, BUAHO, Yk Hamma Aois 0a0bsi! 3a OTIOM Ja 3a MaTepblO JKHBYYH,
OoJblIe TOPS, YEM PAJOCTH, HACMOTPHILIBLCSA. A TaM 3aMyX BBIIAAYT, MOMANETCS MYK CTapblii n1a
HEJIAaCKOBBIN, OyJIET MJIEThIO XKaJIOBaTh Ja YepToroHamu jgackarb. M cBety boxkbero He B3BUAMIIB!

W1 ona onsiTh NeyanbHO B310XHYJA, METHYB Ha CEeHSIBUHA JIyYHUCTBIN B3I,

— Hac kak 3amMmyX-TO BBIIAIOT, — MPOJOJIKAjIa OHA YEpe3 MUHYTY, — HEIITO CIPAIlMBAIOT:
mo6 anp He m00. [Ipunuia mopa, CTyKHeT IIecTHAALATh JIeT, IPOCBaTaloT OaThKa ¢ MATKOW KaKOTo
HU Ha €CTh MY)XHKa 1moborade, XoTh Oy/ib OH U3 YPOJOB YPOJ, J1a U OKPYTAT. A KaK pacIuieTyT KOCy

JIEBUYBIO J1a HAJICHYT MOBOMHUK, — CIIOPUTh HE craHemb. Hy v maiics nenyro ku3Hb. BoT u s
MOMasIach, 1a XOpoIIo x0Tk Henoro. [Ipubpan ['ocrnoap, Mo MOMM MOTUTBAM, MYKCHBKA; OTIHIICS
HEB3HAYall JEEBBIM-TO BUHHUILEM, — HY BOT S U Iyisito. J[a HE BceM Takas pajoCTb Ha pOAy

Hanucana. Ox, ropbka Hamna 0adbst 10JIs, TOpbKa, TOCTIOANH odurep!..

JIBephb CKpHUIIHYJA, U Pa3roBOp MoHeBosie obopBaics, X0Tst CeHsABUH ¢ O0JIBIIOI ObI 0XOTOM
CTaJl €ro NOJEPKUBATh.

Bomén ky3sHenn Muxailio, HU3€HbKWI, HEB3pAYHbIA, PBDKEBATBHIA MYKMYOHKA, WM, HHU3KO
knaHssich CeHsABUHY, CKa3al:

— T'oToBa, GatiomiKa, Balla JIOIMAAKa-TO; U3BOJBTE IIOCMOTPETh: HA COBECTh MOAKOBAN. XOTh
1o ITutepa Tenepr ckauu, U HOJKOBBIBAThH OOJIbIIIE HE HAIO.

— Hy, cnacu6o te6e! — orosBaincst CeHsBUH U, TOCTaB U3 KapMaHa pyOJIEBHK, OpOCHI eMy,
roBopsi: — Bort Tebe 3a pabory...

KysHen, oOpanoBaHHbBII Tako# IeApoil momadykol, mgaxe pactepsuics, a CeHSBUH BCTal C
MecTa.

— Hy, npomaii, xo3sromka! — ckazan oH. — Cnacn0o 3a mpuBeT J1a 3a Jacky!

— He na yewm, Bamie cusTenbcTBo! — oTO3BaNach LiejaoBanpHUIA. — biarogapum u Bac, 4To
HAIlUM JIOMHMIIKOM He moOpesroBanu. Komm Bapyropsiap cioga 3aBepHETE, MUJIOCTH MPOCHUM, HE
obeccynpTe!

— 3aBepHy, 3aBepHy. Jla kak TeOs 3BaTh-TO, KpacaBuua? — BAPYT crioxBaTuiicsi CeHSIBHH.

— Ounbroit.

— A no oteuecTBy?

— Ortna-ro TuxoHOM KiIHKany, crano, TuXoHOBHA.

— Hy tak npomaii, Onbra TuxoHosHa!

N CensaBuH, OpOCHB MpPOIIATBHBIN B3IJISI HAa YABIOABIIYIOCS €MY MOJIOJIYIO SKEHIIHHY,
ObicTpo BhImIEN U3 (apTuHb. HUKOMY M3 CBOMX HpuATENEd HE cKa3ajl OH HU CJIOBa O CBOEM
nocemenuu TpoekypoBa. TouHo cpa3y 3a0bu1 00 3TOM, HO HE 3a0bUT OH B JICHCTBUTENHLHOCTH HU
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kpacaBulpl OJIbI'M, HM KpaTKOBPEMEHHOIO pas3roBopa ¢ Hed. HamportuB, Bc€ dame u uvaiie
BCIIOMMHAJIMCh €My U €€ cTaTHas (QUrypa, v JJaCKOBasi yCMeIlIKa, JIpoXKaBIIas Ha e€ MOJHBIX rydax;
BCE yamie M yvamie Cclbluajics €€ MEJOJWYHBIM JIaCKOBBIA Trojioc, U AJjekcanap lMBanoBuu
YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO OH HE B CHJIax 0oJiee MPOTHUBUTHCS BIICUCHUIO CEpIIla, HACTOMYMBO JKEIaBILIETO,
4T00 OH CHOBa MOObIBaJI B TpoeKkypoBe M CHOBA 3aryisiHYJ B JIYYHCTbIE TJla3a KPaCHBOM XO3SHKH
HeB3pauHoro kabauka. CHayasna OH MONpoOoBan OOpPOThCA C 3TUM BJICYCHHEM, MOMPOOOBaN He
MOCIYIIAThCS HACTOMYMBOTO TOJIOCA CEpJAlla, CTal J0Kas3bIBaTh cebe, YTO HE TOJBKO TIYIO, HO
MPOCTO J1aXKe HEMPOCTUTENILHO BIIOOUTHCS B MPOCTYIO KabaTuuily, Oyb OHA pacKpacaBUIIEH Taxe.

«W 4gero 3t0 s TONBKO Tuym0? — nyman CeHsaBuH. — Mib, nmoaymaenib, Kakyro Laily
Hamén. Koau KTo y3HaeT o Takoil cpaMoTe, Tak NpsAMoO 3acMeroT. Wb, CKaxyT, MOPyYHK I'Bapauu
[TpeoOpaskeHCKOrO MOJKAa — W B JIEPEBEHCKYIO HENOBaIbHUIYY BitoOmics! TyT 3a HEro mepBblid
BEJIbMOJKA J0YKY HE MOCTBIIUTCS OTAATh, @ OH Ha-Ka Kakyro WTyKy BbikuHyn! Hy Her, nyaxu! [lo
Takoil manoctu cebs He momymry! XoThk u xoporra 6aba, a Bcé ke uépt ¢ Heit! U nymaTh-TO 0 Helt
OosblIe HE X0Uy!»

Ho, ongnako, emy He ynmanoch mepectaTb o Hei aymarh. C KaxIpM THEM OH BcE Ooiiee
yOexnancs, 94To ero 6jaroe HaMepeHUEe «BBIKUHYTH U3 TOJIOBBI 3Ty AYpPh» — HEUCIOJIHUMO, YTO
HazoinuBble TpE3bl 00 Onbre TUXOHOBHE BCE CHIIbBHEE OXBATHIBAIOT €ro MOPOMl, M YeM MEHBIIE
cTapaercsi OH O HeH JymMaTh, TeM C OOJBLICIO CHJIOM BO3BPAIIAIOTCS K HEW €ro HeyroMOHHBIE
MBICJIH, TEM 0OJiee MECTa 3aHUMAeT OHA B €T T'OJIOBE.

Haxonen ero m0 TOro oxBaTuia CKyKa, YTO OH YK€ HE MOI' 0ojiee MPOTHUBUTHCS KETAHUIO
oTnpaBuThCss B TpoeKkypoBO, YTOObI XOTh OJHHMM TIJIa3KOM B3IUIAHYTh Ha OYapOBABIIYIO €ro
KkpacaBuiy. U 370 xenanue ObIJIO TaK CUIIBHO, YTO OH JaXK€ U HE MPoOoBai 00pa3yMuTh ceosl.

W BOT cHOBa 3acTy4alii OJIKOBBI €0 JIOIIAIH 110 BBIOOWHAM M PHITBUHAM J{0pOTrOMHUIIOBCKOM
JIOpOTH, CHOBa 3acepeOpwiach rmiepeq HuM CeTyHb, CHOBa YBUAET OH pa3OpocaHHBIE,
MOKOCHUBIIIHMECS M30EHKU TPOEKYPOBCKHX KPECThSIH M HOBBIH JIOMHK C 3eNEHOMN E1MKOW HaJ JBEPHIO.
KpacaBura npuHsiia ero Tak ke JJacKoBO, Jaxke 0ojiee JTacKOBO, YeM B MepBhIit pa3. [lyxubie méku
e€ 3apIelIUCh TAKUM SPKUM DPYMSHIEM, B IJa3aX 3acBEpPKall TAaKOW BECENBbIM OrOHEK, Takas
panocTHasi ynelOKa CKOJb3HYyNa 1o ryboaM, uro CeHSBUH cpa3y MOHSUI, YTO OH 3/eCh JKEeJIaHHBIN
rOCTb.

— 3npaBctByid, Onbra TuxoHoBHa! — oOpaTwics OH K HeW, Boiins B ropuuiy. — Bot
BU/IMILIb, 51 U OTSATH Ipuexai. Paga anb HeT — cka3bIBaid!

— VX Tak-To paja, rocyigapb, 4To M cKa3aTb HeBO3MOkHO! He omuH pazok s o Bamiein
MUJIOCTH BcnoMuHana. Caaurecs Aa cKa3plBaiiTe, 4eM yromarb Bac?

— Jla uuueM. [Tocky BOT Tak HEMHOTO, IIOTyTapIo ¢ TOOOM 1a U 060poUy Ha3al.

— Her, uyto BB, cymaps! D10 y Hac Tak He BoauTcs. be3 xmeba-conmm rpemHo rocreit
OTIIyLIATh.

CensiBuH ycencs, a Onbra cyeTJIMBO NMPHHSJIACh COOMpATh B COCEIHEH TOPHHUIE HA CTON U
9Ype3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT 00paThUiIach K MOJIOIOMY OQHIIepY:

— IloxanyiiTe, TocioAuH OQHIIEp, YEro Mo BKYCy OTBEAaTh. 3/IeCh HE TaK yI00HO, a BOT TYT
B TOPEHKE NIOBOJIBIOTHEE.

CeHsiBUH cHayaja XOTesl ObUIO HAOTPe3 OTKA3aThCsl, OTTOBOPUBLIMCH HEAOCYTOM, HO OJIHOTO
B3IJIs1/1a, OPOILIICHHOTO Ha KPAacaBUILY XO3sKy, OBUIO COBEpIIEHHO JOCTATOYHO, 4TOO OH yTpaTHII
MOCTIEIHUE OCTATKU BOJM M COBEPILIEHHO MOJYMHMIICS TOJOCY Cepila, OHMBIIErocs Temephb C
YIIBOCHHOH OBICTPOTOMN M 3aCTaBJISBILEIO CUJIbHEEe 00panaTbcs KPOBb B €T0 JKHJIaX.

W onH nocnymHo otnpaBuics Beiel 3a OIbroil B CMEXHYIO TOPHUILY M, CIIOBHO B KaKOM-TO
TyMaHe, He CIIyCKasi ¢ He€ O4apOBaHHBIX IJ71a3, YCEJICSA HAa CKAMBIO PSAJIOM C HEIO.

VYexan CensiBuH u3 TpoekypoBa emié 6osiee BIrOOIEHHBIN, YeM MpUexai TyAa, U BCIO HOUb HE
MOT 3aCHYTh, OECIIOKOHHO BOpOUasich ¢ 00Ky Ha OOK M TIIETHO CTapasich 3aKPbITh I1a3a U OTOTHATh
HEOTBA3YMUBBIC TPE3BIL, LIYMEBIINE B €r0 I'OJIOBE U C MOPA3UTEIBHON SICHOCTBIO BOCCTAHOBIISBILINE B
BOOOPaXEHUU Ka)JIbI KECT KPAcaBHIIbI, KAKIYIO €€ YNbIOKY... A CTOWJIO €My CMEXHUTh BEKH, U
nepes] ero JyXOBHBIM B30pOM BCTaBajla Bes €€ (urypa, mbllIHAs, CTaTHAs, KpacHBas, TOYHO MaHI
ero kK cebe M 3aCTaBiIsisl CHIIbHEE KUIIETh U 0€3 TOTO PasropsYEHHYIO KPOBb. ..
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N c sroro nus Anexkcanap lBanoBuu 3adactun B TpoekypoBo. Ho cBom moes3nku oH
0OCTaBIISJT TAKOIO TAaMHCTBEHHOCTHIO, UTO HU bapatuHckuii, Hu BenbsIMHUHOB U HE JOTaJbIBAINCH
00 ero 4acThIX OTJIy4Kax U3 MOCKBBL

O HHUX 3HaJd TOJNBKO OJWMH AHTpPOIBIY, YK€ JaBHO CIEIMBIIMKA 3a OOOUMH JPY3bSIMHU
bapsATuHCKOTrO MPOCTO MOTOMY, YTO OH PAcCCUMTBHIBAJI BOCIOJIB30BATHCS BO3MOXKHBIM YyIAJICHUEM
KOTO-HUOYb U3 IpYy3€il, 4TOObI 3aMaHNUTh HAMEUEHHYIO )KEPTBY B 3aIla IHIO.

V3HaB 00 3TuX moe3akax AnekcaHapa VBaHoBuua, cTapblii Opojsira Mmpocieaus ero Jo
camoro TpoekypoBa, 3amén B kabak, y KpbUIblla KOTOPOrO OblIa MPUBS3aHA JIOLIA[b MOJIOJOTO
oduiepa, yBuaEa KpacaBUIly X03UKY U MOTyMa:

«A monomuuk-To He nypak! Baxnyio 6a0y obmroboBan. Hy, ma mue 3to Ha pyky. C 3Toit
TOO0BUIIKON-TO OH, IJIAIM, U 3aKPYKUTCS, Jla MHE NpUMaHKOW W mociyxuT. He Bcé Oyxer Ha
9aCcOK-TO, Yail, €31UTh. A TOTIa MBI JIEJIO )KUBO OOBapraHum!»

N Antponbry He omuOcs. CeHSBUH JEHCTBUTEIBHO HE MOT  yJIOBOJBCTBOBATHCA
KpaTKOBPEMEHHBIMU CBUAAHUSIMHU ¢ OJbroil, He MOT yJOBJIETBOPUTHCS TOJIBKO B3I AAMH, KOTOPBIE
OoH kuaan Ha He€. KpoBb kumena BCE CHIBHEE U CHIIBHEE, CTPACTh MOJIOXKHUTEJIBHO TyMaHMJIA
rOJIOBY.

— 3naews, Onbra, — ckasajl OH €il pa3, — OTYEro Thl HE XOYEIlllb NPUE3KAaTh KO MHE B
MockBy?

Mouoas *eHIIMHA 3apAeach CTHIAJIMBBIM PYMSIHIIEM U OTMaxHyJIach pyKoi.

— Her yx, rocniogun oduiiep, 310 K uemy xe!..

— /la HeT, Thl MHE CKa)kH, [I0YEMY Thl HE XOUEIllb?

— HeBo3moxHOE 310, Cynaps, A€o, 1a ¥ BaM He ciell MeHsl Ha MoCKBY B rocTu 3Bath. Kakas
YK 5 TOCThst! MBI IIOAM MIPOCTHIE, Ky/la HaM, MYXHUYbIO HEYMBITOMY, B 0apCKUE XOPOMBI JIE3Th!

CeHsIBMH CEpANUTO MOXKaJl IIeYaMHu.

— Hy uto 18I rmynoctu ropopuia! Kakas e Tbl My>KHUKa. . .

Oumnbra paccMesnacs.

— DX, rocioauH oduiep, u3BectHo, He OospbiHs! Jla Hy, yTOo 00 3TOM roBopuTh! Yk Kak
XOTUTE, CEPAUTECH — HE CEPAUTECH, @ K BaM B IOCTH s He noexy. Ko MHe MuIOCTH NTpOCHM, KOT/a
YTOJIHO, BCEerja Bam pajal..

W ona obnana ero cBOMM OTHEBBIM B3TJIsiioM. CEHSIBUH CXBAaTWII €€ 3a PYKHU U MPHUTIHYI K
cebe.

— I'nynas! — BOCKIMKHYJ OH, — J1a HEIUTO Thl HE IOHUMAEIb, YTO MaJIO MHE 3TUX BCTPEY C
T00010 371€Ch, Ha BUAY Y BceX. TyT TeOs M MOIeI0BaTh-TO TOJIKOM HEJb3s: BCS AEPEBHS 3araliIuT.

— A Ha 4TO X BaM MEHs 1I€JI0BaTh? — C JYKaBOW ycMelKoi crupocuia Onbra.

— Jla Benp 005110 5 TeOs!

— Jla HeYXTO N0 ? — ONATH paccMesIach OHa.

— A 11 ¥ He BuauIIb! — 3amenTan Anekcanjp MBanoBuu. — Benpb Thl coBceM ouapoBalia
MEHs, cepaLe MO€ noJioHual..

Mornoast )KeHIIIMHA pBaHyJIach OBUIO OT HEro, HO MOTOM B3IJISIHYJIA JIOJITHMM NPHUCTAIHHBIM
B3TJIS1/I0M, CMYIIEHHO YABIOHYIIACh M caMa, MPHKABIINCh K HEMY BCEM TEJIOM, IICTTHYJA:

— Benb u g nomo6miaa Teds, 1a U Kak elé moroomial..

W ona nmpubnusuna k CeHsBUHY CBOE MbUIABIIEE JHUIIO U OHU CIWIHMCH B IOJTOM, 0€33BYy4HOM
MOLIEITYE.

— Caymait, Anexcannp MBaHoBHY, — cKa3aia OHa MOTOM, — MPaBJia, 3/1€Ch OOJIBHO JIIOHO.
Xouemb, HAHAEM TaKOE MECTEUKO, I'JIc HAC HUKTO HE OTHIIET? X0odelhb?

— Koneuno, xouy!

— Hy rak nanmHo. Ilpumesxkail cioma neHbKa 1Ba K BEUEPKY, M IMOEAEM MBI ¢ TOOOH Ha
MEJBHUITY, HeTATeKo OTCIoAa, 63 AnekceeBckoro. [Ipuenenib, uyto mu?

— IlonsTHo, mpueny!

— Hy u xopomo. A teneps npomiaii, 1a cMOTpH He 3a0bIBail y’K MEHsI 04€HB-TO CKOPO!..

Yepes nBa AHs MOCIIE 3TOTO JUXas TpoMKa mpoMuanack U3 TpoekypoBa kK AJEKCEEBCKOMY, U B
aToil Tpoiike cunenu CensBuH u Ounbra.
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AHTpOMBIY 00 3TOM y3HAJ TOJIBKO HA JAPYTOH JIEeHb.

PazBenaB, uro CeHsBUH HE HOYEBAJI JIOMa, OH OTIpaBUicsS B TpoekypoBo, HO B Kabake,
BMECTO KpacaBHIIbl XO3SIMKH, 3a MPUIABKOM TOpdYaja 3acHaHHas, HEyKIoxkas ¢urypa paboTHHKa
Basuuibl.

AHTpPOIBIY 3aJII0M BBIWJ CTAKAHYMK JKUBUTEIBHOM BIIarW, KPSKHYJ, CIUIIOHYJI, YTEpcs
PYKaBOM M BCTyNUJI ¢ BaBuiIod B pa3roBop:

— A rzie ke X0351Ka-1o?

— Heryrn.

— A KyJza % oHa 1nojieBajnach?

— Ha Goromomnbe B Kocuno yexana.

— Tok. Xopouee aeno! — 3ameTusn AHTPOIIBIY, a caM O yMall:

«3Haro 1 310 6oromoiabe-To! HeGoch ¢ rocrnoanHOM oQUILIEpOM Te HU Ha €CTh B MOTAfHOM
Mmecte Muitytotes. Hy 1a 310 HaM Ha pyky. Teneps Mbl UX CHATEIBCTBO KUBO 00padoTaem...»

W neiictButenbHO, Onarogapsi BHe3anHoi oTinyuke CeHsSBHHA CTapoMy pa3O0MHHKY yAanoch
3aJIy4UTh bapsATHHCKOrO B JOMUIIKO Asau Mutsis.

Mnaea Xl
B TpeBore

TpeBoxHYI0 HOUB IEpEKUI cTapblil KHsA3b bapstunckuii. Korga ciyra Bacunus MartBeeBuua
COOOUIMJI €My, YTO MOJIOJIOW KHS3b OBUIO BEPHYJICS, a IOTOM YyeXal KyJa-TO € KaKUM-TO
CTapUKOM, — CMYTHOE€ IIOJ03PECHUE LIEBEIBHYIOCH B ayle MBana @énoposuya.

EMy nouyemy-To Mokasajaoch, YTO 3TOT TAMHCTBEHHBIH OTHE3J YTO-TO CKPBIBAET 3a CO0O0I0, a

KOrJa, 4acy B IIEpBOM YK HOYHM, OH Y3HAJ, 4YTO IUIEMSHHHUK €II€ HE BO3BpallaJICs, — €ro
IIOJ03PEHUS IIPUHSUIA HOBYIO, OUEHb TPEBOXKHYIO OKPACKY.
«TyT 4YTO-TO HENaaHO, — TMOJyMall CTapblii KHA3b, — HEKyJa eMmy exarb-To Obuio. K

BenbsiMMHOBY HEIITO — Tak OH HOHYE ObuI... Moxet, CeHsBUH Haméncs? — BCIIOMHHII OH 3aTEM,
TaK Kak 3HaJ 00 ncye3HOBeHUM AnekcaHnpa MBaHoBuua. — Tak HOUBIO-TO 4ero ke exarb. Yaii,
3aBTpa JeHb Oyner. Jla KoJin moexal K HEMy — IOpa M Ha3aja BepHyThCs. U B mpekHee Bpems
Bacenbka 3acKuBaThCs HE JIIOOMII, a TEeph U MOJaBHO... Her, TyT 4T0-TO HE Tak».

OTU MBICIIM HE JaBaJIM IOKOS CTapUKy. THIETHO OH CTapajcs 3aCHYTh, HAIlPACHO HAaCUJIbHO
3aKpBIBaJl BEKU, — COH, KaK HAPOYHO, OeXkajl OT Hero, a HEYTOMOHHBIE TPEBOKHBIE MBICII BUXPEM,
CMEHSAA OJHAa APYIylo, MPOHOCWINCEH B €ro royioe. OcCOOEHHO Myrajao €ro To, YTO IUIEMSIHHUK HE
CKaszan, Kyaa oH ormpaBisiercs. OOBIKHOBEHHO Bcerja, korja Bacunuit MarBeeBHu yeskam
Kyaa-HuOyIb Be4epoM, — OH COOOIlan CTapuKky, Kyaa eaer U korjga BepHErcsa. U Ttakas
TaWMHCTBEHHAs1, BHE3AIHAs NIOE€3/1KA CIy4UIIach IOJIOKUTEINBHO B IIEPBBIN pas.

[Tyrano MBana ®&nopoBuya u TO, 4TO0 JONTOPYKHM, CTPAIIHO 370OMBBI MU MCTHTEIbHBIN
YeJIOBEK, /10 CHX MOp HUYEM He MPOSIBUII CBOCH MCTUTEIBHOCTU. A TOMY, YTO OH MOT 3a0bITh CBOIO
3m100y, NPUMHUPUTBCA C TEM MOPAKEHUEM, Kakoe MOHEC B JeNie YXaKMUBAHUSA 32 KHSDKHOU
Pynuunkoii, — xHsa3b MBan @EnopoBuy U BepuTh HE XoTen. CIMILIKOM OH XOpoulo 3Hain Anekces
MuxaiinoBuua U Tenepp OOsICS, YTOO HMCUE3HOBEHHE IUIEMSHHMKA HE OBLIO CIEICTBHEM €ro
37100HBIX 3aMBICIIOB.

«OH Ha BCSKYIO MaKOCTh criocobeH. U n3-3a yria moJacTpenuTh MOXKET, — JyMall CTapuK. —
Hy, na ecnum Takoe A€o0 TIpexoM CIy4YUTCs, KOJIb M3BENET OH Moero BaceHbky, — eMmy
Hecto0poBatk. [IpaBasl Ha HEro HE ChINIEINIb, IOTOMY B CHJIE OHH, MPOKIISATHIEC, — HY, TaK s C HUM
CBOUM CYZIOM pacCIIpaBillOCh, CBOMMU PYKaMH 3aayury ero. IlycTe moToM XOTh Ka3HAT, IIyCTh XOTh B
ITeneim anb bepé3oB ccputatoT. MHE TEpATh HEYETO, s YK CTap, U BCE paBHO BCKOPOCTH C JKU3HBIO
IIPOLIATHCS HAZION.

WBan ®EnopoBuy 3acHys TOJBKO Mo yTpo. Ho con ero Obu1 oueHb TsHKEN. MpauHble TyMbl,
HE JaBaBIIME €My IOKOs, TElepb BO CHE NMPUHUMAIN peajibHble 00pa3bl, U OH HECKOJBKO pa3
IIPOCBHINAJICS, UCIYTAHHBIA CHOBUJEHUSAMH, B KOTOPBIX €r0 INIEMSHHUK IIPEACTABIIUICA €MY YKE
yOUTBIM, TUIABAIOLIUM B KPOBH... [IpOoCHYICS OH O4YeHb paHo U, el He 0JeBasiCh, KPUKHYJ CBOETO
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craporo ciyry EmenbsHa.

— Hy uto, npuexan Moi10101 KHs3b? — CIIPOCHJI OH, KOT'/1a CTApUK BOLIEN B TOPHHUILY.

EMenbsaH rpyCcTHO IIOKa4all roJIOBOM.

— Her, He npuesxainu.

— Yro x 310 3HaUnT, EMenbsAHyIKa? — BCTPEBOKEHO CIIPOCUI CTAPbIN KHS3b.

— W yma He mnpunoxy, Bame cusarenscTBo! HemTo, MOXeET, TOJNBKO y TOCHOAHMHA
BenbsasmuHOBa 3aHOUYEBAIIN.

— A TBI K HEMY He NoCbUIaN? — 000ApEHHBIN BHE3AMMHOM HAZEeXK A0, ObIcTpo cripocun ViBaH

dEnopoBuy.
— Her, Baiie cusTeNbCTBO, HE CAOTANAICS.
— Hy Tax nomnm, monumm ckopee! — 3aroponmiics crapblii bapsTUHCKUM, — MOXET, U

B3aIlpaBJy OH TaM.

Ho mnocnaHHBIN BepHYyJCsS € IeYaJbHBIM OTBETOM, uTO «Bacuinuit MaTBeeBuY y rocrnojauHa
BenbsimuHOBa BYepach He ObUIM M y HUX HOYEBATh HE M3BOJIMIN». A 4epe3 HECKOJIbKO MHHYT
SIBUJICS U caM BenbsIMHHOB U BOCKJIMKHYIL:

— Kak? Yto takoe? Bacs He HoueBan qoma?

— Jla, He HOY€eBaJI, — I'PYCTHO OTBETHWJI CTAPbIA KHS3b.

— Jla xyna x oH aeBaincs?

— A 1o bor Benaer! Buepa BBeuepy ero y BOpoT Kakoi-To moOposkka octraHoBmiI. OH ¢
HUMH KyJa-TO U yexajl. A 4To OH eMy cka3al, — HeBelomo! UM BOT ¢ Toil mopsl ero u Her. A
CeHsiBUH He BO3BpaTWICA? — BAPYT CIPOCUI CTApHK.

— Her. S napouno k HeMy 3ae3xain. Hu ciyxy Hu myxy.

— Yro xe HaM Teneph AenaTh?

— OTbICKUBATh HAO.

— Jla re »xe ucKaTh-To?

— I'ne-uubynp HalaEM.

Ho, HecMoTpss Ha Takoil OTBEeT, BenbAMMHOB B [Iyllle CMYTHO OIACAICHA, YTO IIOMCKHU
bapstuHckoro, kak u posbicku CeHsBMHA, HE MpPUBEAYT K JKEIaHHBIM pe3yapTaTam. B
MCYE3HOBEHHH TOTO U APYroro ObUIO CIUIIKOM MHOTO KaKOW-TO TaMHCTBEHHOCTH, YyBCTBOBAJach
Kakasi-To o011as cBs3b, U BenbsIMUHOB OBLIT OYTH YBEPEH, YTO 3/I€Ch 3aMelllaHa Kakasi-TO CUJIbHAs
pyKa, BIMSHHUE YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPBIH, 6€3 COMHEHHUs, IOCTAPAJICS CKPBITh BCE CIE/IbI, H, HABEPHOE, HE
yAacTCs HUYEro CAEIAaTh JUIsl PACKPBITUSA TOT0 TAMHCTBEHHOTO JEJ1A.

Uro Jloaropykue 3amemiaHel B 3TOM, BenbsiMHHOB modYTH He coMHeBaics. Ecinu oH He
MIOHMMaJl WX YydacTusi B Hcye3HOBeHMM CeHsIBUHA, TO BHE3allHOE MCUE3HOBEHHME Bacwinsg
MarseeBuda BCELEI0 IPUITACHIBAT UM.

— 3naere, VBan dEémopoBuy, — cKa3al OH IMOCIE HEOOIBIIOTO Pa3MBIIIJICHHS, — YTO HaM
HY)KHO CZI€NaTh?

— A uro?

— HyxHo noexats K KHsA310 JloIrOpykoMy U CIPOCUTH €ro, He 3HAeT JIM OH Yero-HuOyap o
Bace.

— Jla, mpaBna, npasjaa!l — OBICTPO MOATBEPAMI CTAPBI KHA3b, — U MHE 3TO MPHUXOJIUIO B
ronoBy. Tak TeI TOXe Aymaens, MullieHbKa, 9To 37ech He 00onuioch 6e3 Jlonropykoro?

— Hapno tak nonarate. BonbHO yX OH 3M00HBIN MApEHb. . .

— Tak 310 MBI, MOkanyi, BaceHbKU-TO U HE HAAEM. YKOKOIIUI OH ero, OecTus!..

— A BOT BbI nloe3kaiTe Kk Hemy, ViBan @EnopoBuy, Aa U y3HAITE, KOJIU 4YTO U BOPSIMb OH Haj
HUM CZeJlal, TaK Mbl €EMY 3TOTO 1apOM He CIIyCTHM!

— U noeny, HEIPEMEHHO MOEY; TOJBKO BOT YTO, — CHOXBATUJICS CTapUK, — HYXKHO OyJeT
K Pynnunkum cHagana 3aexatb. MOXKeT, OH K HUM 3aBEpPHYIL.

— B takyro panb-To! — BOCKIUKHYI BenbsiMUHOB.

— Uro x 3a panb! Yx necsath yacoB Owio. st BMIOONEHHBIX, 3HACIIb, YKA3aHHBIX YacOB
HET.

— Iloe3zxanTe, — cornacwics BenbsiMHHOB, — a s IIOKa B Ka3apMbl OTIIPABIIOCH, MOXKET,
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YTO TaM Y3HAlo.

Crapoiii  bapstunckuii 3actan PyaHunkux 3a yaiiHeiM crosiom. Ero Berperwnu, 1o
OOBIKHOBEHHIO, 0YE€Hb PAZ0CTHO, HO CYMPAYHbIi BHJI CTapHKa 0OpaTHII Ha ce0sl BHUMaHUE U TOTYAC
K€ BBI3BAJI TPEBOXKHBIE PACCIIPOCHL.

— Yro 310 ¢ Bamu, MBan ®PEnopoBuu! — BOCKIMKHYNAa KHsDKHA AHHA. — Kakas-HuOyzap
HEMPUATHOCTbD, JOJKHO OBITh, CITyYHIIach?

— Ja-na, B caMoMm jiene, cBaT, — MOAXBATHII M caM PyTHUIIKUIN, — YTO 3TO ThI KaK OyJITO HE
B cebe? Cka3bIBaii, 4TO 3a HaNacTh MPUKIIOYHIIACH?

WBan ®EnopoBuy pacTepstHHO 00BEN ri1azaMu BOKpyr ceds. [IpucyrcTBre MOno0H KHSKHBI
3aCTaBIISJIO €ro OBITh CACP)KAHHBIM, a MEXKAY TeM HAaKUMAJIU CIE3BI, TOJIOC APOXKAal U OH C TPYAOM
BBITOBOPUIL:

— Jla TaK, He3JOPOBUTCS MHE YTO-TO; CTap CTAHOBIIIOCH, BOT XBOPOCTb U HAIlaJaeT.

Ho xorna ornwim 4vaif, o yBén Bacunusa CemEHoBHYA B KaOMHET M JPO’KAIIKUM TOJIOCOM, B
KOTOPOM CIIBIIIATIUCH CIIE3BI, CKA3aIl EMY:

— l'ope ciyumnnocs, cBatymika, rope!

— Yro Takoe? — ucnyraics PynHunkui.

— A Takoe rope, uro Bacenbka npomnai.

— Jla uTO THI, CBAT, OBITH HE MOXKET!!

— IIpaBay rosopro. Yexan Kyaa-To BBEUYEpY, Ja U II0CeYac 10Ma HET, 1a U HATZAE €r0 HET; U
IyMaeTcss MHE, YTO HE MOIYCTy OH MpoMaj, a YTo-HUOYJb C HUM CKBEPHOE HPUKIIOUMIOCH. o
BCEH BUJIMMOCTH, 3TO BCE OJITOPYKOBCKUE IITYKH !

— Jla uto Th1!
— Bepno Tebe rosopio. bonburyio o 3100y Ha Bacenbky nutaer. J{onkHO, 3aMaHUI KyAa 1a
TaM M TPUKOHYMI. — W cTapuk CMaxHyl JAposkaimield pykod HaOexXaBIIyl0 Ha TIJa3a Cliesy.

PynHunkuii Toxe MoJI4a, NOAaBIECHHbBIA CTPALIHBIM U3BECTUEM.

— UrT0 X THI TENEPH TyMaellb AeaTh, CBaT? — CIPOCHII HAKOHEL] OH.

— Jla BOT criepBOHAYaIy JyMaro MOEXaTh K CEMY 3JI0JIEI0 J]a K OTBETYy ero norpedosats. [lo
JUILy €ro MOAJOMY YBH)KY, BUHOBEH OH B CéM anu HeT? M Kol BUHOBEH, MOSl paclpaBa C HUM
KopoTka Oyner!

— Ox, cBarymika, — 00s31MBO 3aMeTWJI PyIHULKHNA, — C OCTOPOKKOH TOBOPU C HHUM,
noromy OonbHO Ooubiryto cuiy Jlonropykue B3sin. CKa3blBalOT, HE CETOIHS-3aBTpa KHSDKHY
Karepuny napckoit HeBecToi 00bsBAT. byas moomnaciuBei.

— Ox, cBaT, MHe OosTbcs Heuero! — Bo3paswin MBan dEnopoBud, — BCE paBHO yMHPATh
nopa, oT cMepTd He yuaemsb. «He Bembl, B OH xe yac npuiér». A xonu BaceHbka ymep na
Josropykuii ero u3BEn, HU Ha YTO He NOrsiKy! He nns koro MHE *UTh TOrAa, OH y MEHSI OJUH
ObLIL. ..

— A s, 4aif, cBaTymika, AHIOTE HHYErO TOBOPUTh He Hamo. UYto e€, OemHyro, 3apaHee
TPEBOXKUTB!

— IlonsaTHO, He roBopu. Moxer, u BIpsMb BaceHbka BEpHETCs, a KOJIU HE BEPHETCA —
Boxbst Bona! Torga tam BuaHO OyzaeT. A moka mpouraii!

— IIpomain, cBarymka.

U crapuku 0OHATKCH, €/1Ba CACP)KMUBAsi HAKUITABIINE CIE3bI.

NBan ®EnopoBuy, mpexae 4eM OTIpaBUThCS K Jloaropykomy, 3aexan noMou. Emy Masduuna
crnabasi HaZieXK1a, YTO BCE €ro OMaceHMs HalpacHsl ¥ 4To BaceHbka caMbIM MUPHBIM 00pa3oM CIIUT
B CBOEH OIIOYMBAJIbHE.

Ho crouno crapomy KHA3I0 TOJBKO B3IVIAHYTh HAa XMYpPO€ JIMLIO BCTPETUBIIETO €ro
BenbsiMMHOBA, CTOWJIO TOJBKO YBUAETH MOKUAABIIEro ero EmenbsHa, yTo0 yOeIuThCS, UTO
HAJEXKbl €ro OOMaHylIM, YTO JeHCTBUTENBHOCTh OCTA&TCS JEWCTBUTENBHOCTBIO, — M CTapuK
[I€YaJIbHO IIOHYPUII CBOIO CEIIYIO TOJIOBY.

— bb1n B ka3zapmax? — cnpocuil oH BenbsiMuHOBa.

— bbu1. Beex cnpammBan, — HUKTO HU4YEro He 3HaeT. Kak B BoJly KaHYIL.

— Crano, Hajo Kk Jloaropykomy exatsb.
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— Iloe3xkaii, VIBan ®EnopoBuY, TOIBKO BpsiA JM TOJK OyneT! — meyaabHO OTO3BAJICS
BenbsiMuHOB.

— OT0 nouemy xe!

— A notomy — ortomnpércs, 6ectus!

— V¥V MeHs He 0TONpETCs! — I'PO3HO CXKUMas KyJaKH, BOCKIMKHYI bapsaTHHCKUI.

— MoeT, MHE ¢ BaMH II0eXaTh?

— Her, x uemy! 5 1 oquH ¢ HUM YIIPABIIOCH!

N NBan ®EnopoBud yexai.

Korma Anekcero MuxailjaoBudy IOJIOKWIM O NPHUE3JAE CTApOro KHsA3s bapsTuHckoro, oH
IIOJIOKUTEIIBHO YAUBUIICA 3TOMY HEOXXKUAAHHOMY BHU3UTY. bapsatunckue u Jloaropykue, HeCMOTps
Ha TO, YTO MX CBSI3bIBAJIa OOIICI0 HUTHIO TMPHUIBOPHAsS KW3Hb, HE TOJIBKO HE MOJIEPKUBAIH
YaCTHOTO 3HAKOMCTBA, HO Ja)X€ CTOPOHHMIHUCH JIpyr apyra. Hu onun u3 Jonropykux He ObIBai y
bapatuHckux, U HUKTO M3 bapsATMHCKMX HUKOrga He 3araabiBan K Jlomropykum. M mosromy
nosiieHne MBana ®dénopoBuya bapATHHCKOTO, CIBIBIIETO MPUTOM BOOOIIE JOMOCEIOM, Jaxke
PEAKO MOSBIISIBIIETOCS B JBOPLOBBIX INOKOSIX, HE MOIJIO HE mopa3uTh Anekces Muxainosuua,
0COOEHHO KOTJIa CIyra J0JI0XKHI €My, YTO TOCTh JKEIaeT BUAECTh UIMEHHO €ro.

— Jla TbI, MOXET, OchbIIacsa? — CIpOCHI OH. — MOKeT, OH K OTIly mpuexain’?

— Yro BBHI, Ballle CUATENBCTBO! — BO3pa3mII CIyra, — OYMHHO XOPOIIO paccibliman. OHU Tak
U CKa3aJld, JI0JIOKUTh-I€ MOJIOJIOMY KHSI3I0, UTO MHE MX BHJIETh HaJJOOHO.

Anexceit MuxaitnoBuy He 3Han emié o0 Mcue3HOBEHMM bapsATHHCKOro, a MOTOMY HE MOT
npeABUICTh, uTo BU3UT MBana dEnopoBuya cBsizan ¢ 3TUM Hcue3HOBeHUEM. OH yAUBIEHHO MOXKaJ
IIJIE4aMU U CKa3all Ciyre:

— Hy, 410 e, Ipocu ero; CKaxku, 4To xK1Iy.

WBan ®&nopoBud BowmEN TBEPBIM 1IaroM, HEMHOTO 0oJjiee OJeIHBINH, YeM OOBIKHOBEHHO, U,
TOJIBKO KMBHYB AJlekcero MuxaiiioBudy, HO HE 110/1aBasi EMY PyKHU, IPOTOBOPHIL:

— Bac, KOHEYHO, NOJDKHO YAMBUTBH, IOCYJapb MOW, 4TO S K BaM B TOCTH II0KaJIOBAJI.
[Toxaiyit, BBl €€ BO3TOPANTECH, — HACMEIUIMBO MPOJOJHKANI OH, — BHUIIb-JE, JO YE€r0 MbI CHUIY
OO0JIBIITYIO B3SJIM, YTO K HAM M KHA3bs bapATHHCKHE Ha MOKIJIOH CTAJM €31UTh... He Ha MOKIIOH s K
Tebe mpuexai U He T0KIAaThCs BaM MOKJIOHOB OT bapsTHHCKUX, a €CTh Y MEHS JIeTI0.

Jloaropykuid ObUT CTPAIIHO CMYIIEH TAKUM BCTYILIEHHEM, HO BCE-TaKU BEKIUBO OTBETHUIL:

— Yro OBl HM MPUBETIO BAC, KHS3b, — 51 BECbMa Pajl BallleMy MTOCEICHHIO.

W on, npunBuHyB Kpecio K bapatuHckomy, ycencs cam, J0KUAASICh, YTO CKaXKET €ro rocTh.

«Hy, HaBpsn Tel oueHb-TO oOpagyembes!y — moxyman MBan @EnopoBud, caisich B CBOIO
odepenb.

— Bot Buaure, B 4€M n€10, Cydapb MOM, — CKa3al OH BCIyX, — IIpUeXall s y3HaTb, HE
BUJIAJIM JIb BBl HEHAPOKOM BUEpAIIHHUNA JEHb INIEMSIHHUKA MO€ET0, KH:35 Bacunus?

JIoJIrOpyKUii 4yThb-4yTh U3MEHWIICA B JIULIE.

— Her, Bame custensctBo, He BUAan. OH Ko MHE He 3ax0auT. Hackoiapko 1 BaM BEIOMO, MBI
C HUM HE B 0OJBIION Apyxoe.

— 3nato! — cyxo otpesan MBan dEnoposBuy, — noromy u copamuaro. — U, BIUBIINCH
IIPUCTAIBHBIM B3IUIAJOM B JHUIO AJsekces MuxaiioBuya, OH MEAJIEHHO, OTUEKAHUBAs KaXKI0€
cioBo, ckasain: — llponain, cymape moi, Bacunuii MarseeBuy, nponan! 1 gymaro s, 4to B TOM

IIPOIAXKE BbI CBEIOMBI.

JloAropykuid B3IpOrHYJ BCEM TEJIOM U OBICTPO BCKOUMJII C MECTA.

OH ToTyac e MOHsI, YTO AHTPONBIY clepxkail cBo€ obemianue. Buepa crapuk HaMeKHYI
eMy, YTO Temephb Je0 Ha Ma3d M YTO OH MOXKET OBITh CIIOKOEH 3a ydacTh cBoero Bpara. Ho
Anexceld MuxaillioBu4 He IpuAaid 3TOMy HaMEKY OOJIBIIOTO 3HAYEHUS, IOTOMY YTO HOYTH TO XKeE
camMoe AHTpOIIBIY IOBTOPSUI YK€ HECKOJIBKO JHEW. M TOIpKO Teneps OH yBepoBal B MPaBAUBOCTb
€ro CJIOB.

OH BCIIOMHMJI, UTO AHTPOIIBIY CKa3all EMY BUEpPa C JOCTATOYHO TAUHCTBEHHBIM BUIOM:

— Hy-c, Baile cCusATenbCTBO, IPUCIIEIIO U HALLIE BpEMs.

— Yro THI e1mé Menenp, xypa? — obopBai ero Joaropykuii.
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— Huuero He memo, peno rosopro. Ilomanércs Ham kHs3€K, kak Kyp Bo mu! Takyro
(bopTensauio 1 eMy HOHE TIOJIBE/1Y, YTO OH CaM B KalKaH 1oJe3er!

— Bcé-To 1bI Bpélib! Yk Tbl MHE 3TO KOTOPBII pa3 rOBOPHUILIb.

— Huuero He Bpy. bynbre CHOKOMHBI, CBOE A€o0 3HaeM. BOT rie y Hac HUX CHSTEIbCTBO
CUUT.

W oH noxasai cxxaThlil KyJakK.

Bcé »ar10 ceifuac nmpunoMHuioch Ausekcero MuxailloBuuy, M €ro OXBaTWJa Takas
HeyJep)KUMas pPajgoCTh MPH MBICIH, 4YTO €ro Bpar MNOorud, 4YTOo OH elBa yAepKaics OT
TOPKECTBYIOIIETO BOCKIMIAHUSA. W TONMBKO 371as, HACMEUUINBAs yJIbIOKa MCKPUBUIIA €ro OJeqHbIe
ryObl, J1a r1a3a OJIeCHYNHN 37IbIM, HEXOPOLITUM OTOHBKOM.

Crapuxk bapsTuHCKMII NpUCTalbHO cieaui 3a NnepeMeHaMu ero Jjuua. OH NoAMETHI U
BHE3AIHYI0 ONeAHOCTH JONTOPYKOro MpH €ro MOCIHeAHUX CIOBaX, 3aMETHJ, KaKk OH B3IpPOTHYI,
no¥Mal U 3Ty ynbIOKY, KOTOpasi SiCHee BCAKHUX CJIOB FTOBOPWJIA, YTO OH HE omubcs, uro Jloaropykuit
JNEHUCTBUTEIILHO BUHOBEH B MCYE3HOBEHMHU €0 IUIEMSHHHKA. [ ¢ BHE3AITHO BCIBIXHYBIIUM B30pOM
CTapblil KHA3b OBICTPO MOTHSIICS C CBOETO KPeciia M BOCKIMKHYII:

— Hy, uto e, cynaps, s Benp oTBeTa ) 1y! CkasbiBaiiTe, Kyna Bbl 3a7eBaiu Bacro?

Anexcelt MuxailloBU4 HACMEIUIUBO YIBIOHYIICS U Pa3BEN PyKaMHU.

— W3BuHUTE, KHI3B, 51 Bac NOHATH HEe yMero! Cka3piBaro BaM, UTO MBI C BalllUM IJIEMSHHUKOM
JABHO YK 3HaKOMcCTBa He BoauM. U kisiHych BaM borom, s ero Buepa U B IJ1a3a He Bujan!

Bcest kpoBb Opocunach B rosoBy MBana @&énoposuua.

— Bpéus, 3nmoxeit! — 3arpemen on. — Tsl ero you, To1!!

— OnomHUTECH, Ballleé CHUATEILCTBO, BBl C yMa COLLIM! — XJIaJHOKPOBHO OTO3BaJCA
JloJropykui.

OTO XJIAJHOKPOBHE OKOHYATEIBHO B30pBaJl0 bapsATHMHCKOro. Y HEro yx HE OCTaBajloCh
HUKAKMX COMHEHHM, YTO CTOSIIMHA IEepel HUM C TAaKUM BBbI3BIBAIOIIMM HAaCMELUIMBBIM BHIOM
YeJIOBEK JEHCTBUTENLHO YOHMJI €ro HECYyaCTHOTO IUIEMSHHHUKA, M, OXBAUECHHBIH JUKOIO JKaXJOU
MECTH, OH HaOpPOCHJICS Ha HETrO M CXBAaTHJI €r0 3a ropJjo, Kpuya:

— Twt ero youn, Tei!! KpoBs ero Ha teGe! Hy, na g He nam Tebe TopkecTBOBaTh! YMupai,
cobaka, cobauneii cMepThio!! — U oH BcE cuibHee cxumMan ropio Asekcess MuxaiinoBuda CBOMMU
KOCTJISIBBIMHU IaJbI[aMH.

Ero Hamasenue ObLJIO Tak HEOKUIAHHO, 4TO [loNTrOpykui B MEpPBYIO MUHYTY COBEPIICHHO
pacrepsicsi, HO 3aTeM OH coOpaycs ¢ CHUJION, BBIPBAJICA W3 PYyK AYIIUBIIETO €ro CTapuka M
OTTOJIKHYJ €r0 OT cedsl.

WBan ®EnopoBud B3MaxHya OECCUIBHO PyKaMH, ITyXO BCKPHUKHYJ U 3aMEPTBO TPSHYJICS Ha
noJ. Bo30yxxaenue ero ObIJIO Tak CUIIBHO, YTO B Ty MUHYTY, Korja Jlonropykuii OTTOJIKHYM €ro oT
ceOs1, OH JIMIIUJICS YyBCTB M HE MOT yIIepXKaThCs Ha HOTaX.

YacTtb BTOpas
Urpa cyabO6bI

Masal
B Buxpe coObiTUIN

IIpo1uIo OKoJI0 ABYX MECSLEB.

CeHsiBUH, KOHEYHO, Haméncs M ObLI CTpAIlHO TMOpaXEH Hcue3HOBeHHEM bapsTuHckoro,
KOTOPOr'0 HU OH, HU BenbsSIMHHOB, HU MOCKOBCKas ITOJIMLUSA HE MOTJIM HAWTH, HECMOTpPS HAa CaMble
TIIaTeNbHbIE PO3bICKH. He MOriam HallTH Jaxke ero Tena, YToObl MOXOPOHUTH €ro ¢ uecThio. OH
ucye3 6e3 ciea, CJI0BHO B BOJY KaHYIIL.

Crapsiii kHs13b bapstuHCckuMil nexxan npu cMmeptd. Hukrto He mor y3Hath 00 ero Oecene ¢
AnexkceeM MuxaiinoBuuem Jlodropykum, MOTOMY UYTO CTapuka pa30OMil Mapaiud, U He ObLIOo
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HUKAKOM HaZexk bl Ha ero BepoposieHue. Cam Jlonropykuil, MOHATHO, M 3aUKaThCS HE cMell 00
9TOM pasroBOpe, 4yTb HE CTOUBILEM €My JKM3HM M TaK Ie4aJbHO KOHYMBIIEMCs Ui VBaHa
®énopouya. Tem Goznee yTo OH MOJO3pEBall, YTO HE OJUH CTAPHK BapATHHCKUI CUMTAEeT ero
yOwuiineit Bacunuss MaTtBeeBuua, HO 4To U BenbsimuHOB M CeHSIBUH JiepXkKarcs O HEM TaKOTO XKe
MHeHHs. OH IPEeKpacHO BUAEN 3TO MO TeM NMPEe3pUTENIbHBIM B3TJIs1aM, KOTOpble OHM OpocaroT Ha
HETO IPU BCTPEYE, U OIACAJICS MECTU C UX CTOPOHBI.

Ho He o MecTu moMbIIIIsUIN Apy3bs HecyacTHOro bapstunckoro. He 1o mectu um 06610 B TO
BpeMsi, koraa Ban dEnopoBud CTOSUT OJIHOM HOrOM B MOTHIIE, a KHsKHA AHHA, HeBecTa Bacuus
MarBeeBuya, Tasna He 1mo AHsAM, a 1o 4dacam! Korma el ckazaiu HakoHel, 4To bapsTUHCKHI
npornas, OHa BOCKIMKHYJIA, ITOOJIEIHEB KaK MOJIOTHO U TOTOBAs yNacTh B 0OMOpPOK:

— Oro ero Jonropykuii youn!

B oOMopok oHa He ymaia, Jaxke He 3arjakana, a Kak-TO OKaMeHela cpa3y, TOYHO YIIia B
ce0s, CIIOBHO MHp TOTEpsT Al He€ BeChb MHTEPEC, CIOBHO KU3Hb, KOTOpas €€ Tak HEJaBHO
ynbI0anach e, crana e€ TArOTUTb. ..

— 3Haere, OaTiolIKa, — CKasaja OHa OTIly, — eciii Bacs He Halaércs, s yii1y B MOHACTBIPb.

— Hy, BoT rmynoctu! — Bo3pasui crapuk PynHunkuil. — 11 B MOHAcTBIpb Thl HE YHAELB, U
OH Hauzaeres. ..

AHHa nIoKayasa roJoBOM.

— Her, He naiinércs... Uyetr Moé€ cepaie, YTo He BUAATh MHE OOJIbILE PATOCTH.

W Ha Bce yremieHHs pOJHBIX, Ha Bce obOemanHus BenbsmunoBa u CeHsIBUHA OTBHICKATh
MIPOMABILEro KEHUXa OHA ynbiOanack OJeTHON MeyanbHOM yablOKO#M M Tak e Kadaya rosioBoid. U
TOJIBKO C KaXKIbIM JTHEM OHA CTaHOBUJIACh BcE OnenHee u OeHee, TOUHO TsDKENas ceplieuHas paHa,
HaHecEHHas eil cyap0or0, TouMia Mo Karjie e€ KpoBb, KOTOPasi CJIOBHO HCIHAapsuiach U OECCIeqHO
ucuesaina u3 eé€ emé HeJTaBHO 3/I0pPOBOT0 M Kpenkoro tena. [lpoman pymsiner nuia, moOiaEkau ryosl,
rjlaza MOTEpsUTd CBOM MpPEXKHHMH OJIECK, YIITM B OPOUTHI U TIIAJCTH OTTYAAa TOYHO M3 KaKOM-TO
0€3I0HHOH TPOMACTH, — U BCE OKpYyXKaromue e€ ¢ yKacoM 3aMmeyalid, Kak IOJAKAIIuBaeT eé
310pOBbE KAaKOM-TO TAWHBIN HEIYT, KOTOPBIM B KOHIIE KOHIIOB COBEPIICHHO CIOMUT MOJIOAYIO, €1Ba
YCIIEBUIYIO PACLIBECTH KU3Hb.

Mexay TeM COOBITHS MPHUABOPHON XHU3HH LUIM CBOMM uepenoM. [lo-mpexxHemMy mposkuBaia
BJlaJy OT JBopua npuHuecca Emuszasera lleTpoBHa; mo-npexxHeMy MOJOION LIAph BECENWICS U
OXOTHJICS; O-TIpEKHEMY ycuinBaicsi Anexceld ['puropseBuu Jlonropykuid.

Meicnb 0 Bo3BpamieHuu B IleTepOypr Obuta ocTaBiieHa ye OKOHYaTenbHO. Ilo HacTosHUIO
06abku 1taps, mapunsl [IpackoBbu, M NOJ BIMsHUEM AJiekces | pUropbeBHYa IOHBIM MMIIEPATOp
OKOHYATENbHO YOeIWIICS, YTO TOJIOKeHHE MOCKBBI, KaK CTOJNHIBI, OoJiee OMarompusTHO, YTO
KpyroM MOCKBBI ropa3zio 0oJblie JIECOB, B KOTOPBIX MOXXHO OXOTHTBCS, YTO MOCKOBCKHUN BO3IyX
JUIsL HETO TOpas3zo IMOJIE3HEE U YTO — CaMOoe€ INIaBHOE — B CIIy4ae BO3MOKHOU BOMHEI ¢ IlIBenuen
MockBa He MOXKET IOJIBEPTHYThCS HaMaAeHUI0, KoTopoe Henz0exHo s [lerepOypra. Ho He oxHO
TOJIBKO IIEpEHECEHUEe CTOIUIBI B MOCKBY 3HAMEHOBAJIO BO3BPAILEHUE K MPEKHUM JOINETPOBCKUM
nopsakaM. MHoroe, cozganHoe IleTpoM, moasepragocs He TOJIBKO OCMESHUIO, HO U YHUUYTOXKEHHUIO.
Tak, pemieHO OBIO OTMEHUTH PEKPYTCKUN HaOOp; TOProBisi B ApXaHrelbcKe, 3ampeniéHHas
[Terpom, pa3perieHa Obli1a BHOBb; Ka3EHHBIE TOCTPOHKU B A30B€ MPUKA3aHO OBLIO MPHOCTAHOBUTD;
YCTPOUCTBO meTeprockux (HOHTaHOB OBUIO OpOIIEHO; Make CTapoOBEpaM, KOTOPBIX Mpeciea0Bal
reHHalbHBIM  TnpeoOpa3zoBaTenb Poccum 3a  MX  3aKOCHENOE HEBEXKECTBO U YHOPHOE
MIPOTHBOJICHCTBHE €r0 HOBOBBEJCHHUSAM, ObLITH CIeNIaHbl 3HAYUTEIIbHBIE TOCTa0IeHUS.

[TpuBepKeHIbl CTApUHBI TPOMKO PAZOBAIHUCh TaKMM pedopMaM U MpeABelan emé MHOTOE
Ha 3TOM IIyTH BO3BpallleHWs BCIATh. ['oBopmiM, 4to Poccus MeEIUICHHBIM, HO BEpPHBIM IIArOM
BEpHETCS Ha3ax K TeM oObluasiM U MOpsAKaM, Kakue cymectBoBanu Jo [letpa.

B TOo xe camoe BpeMs TOJKM O Opake maps c¢ KHsbkHOM Exartepunoit Jlonropykoii
YCHJIMBATUCH BCE Oombliie u Oonpie. Teneph 00 3TOM TOBOPUIIM YK HE TaiHO, KakK MPExIe, a
MOYTH BCIyX. MHOTrHMe aaxe MO3IpaBisuin AJekces ['puropbeBuYa ¢ cyacTIMBOU (GOPTYHOIA,
BBINABLIEH HA JIOJIIO €r0 JOUYEPH.

JloAropykuii He MPOTECTOBA MPOTHB TAKUX IMO3APABICHUH, a TOJIBKO CKPOMHO YJBIOAJICS U
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OTBEYaJI:

— He pemreHo noka HU4ero, rocyjapu MoHu. ..

Anexceil I'puroppeBHu mNpoJOKal HAayaTyl0 UM HUIPYy M IIOJIOKUTEIBHO HE OTITyCKall
MOJIOJIOTO L[aps OT ceOs HU Ha IIar, COMPOBOXK/AS €ro BCIOJY U OKpYyXasl MOCTOSHHO YICHAMH
CBOEr0 CEMEWCTBA, CpeAd KOTOPBIX IIEPBEHCTBYIOLICE MECTO 3aHMMalla, KOHEYHO, KHsDKHA
Exatepuna. Anekceil I'puropreBud Opai e€ Ha IapCKHe OXOTHI, IPHUBO3HMI BO JBOPELl IJIsi UIPHI C
LapéM B IIaXMaTbl, — CJIOBOM, CTapaJICs MPUYYUTH FOHOI'O TOCyAaps K €€ NPUCYTCTBUIO, IIPUBA3ATh
€ro K Hel U clenarh e€ Tak ke HeoOXOJUMOH, Kak HeoOX0ouM OBbLI I FOHOTO UMIIEpaTopa emié
HenaBHO (aBoput MBan Jloaropykuid.

N 310 emy Mano-nomaily yaajuoch.

WBan Jlonropykuii IOYTH COBEPLIEHHO OTAAIUICS OT Lapsi, HECMOTPS HAa BCE YBEIaHUSA
IApy3€H, MpEeIBEIIABIIUX €My, BCJIECICTBHE 3TOrO, €CIM U HE IIOJIHOE IaJEHUE, TO, BO BCIKOM
cily4ae, HEMUJIOCTb.

Ho MBaH TONBKO pEe3KO BCTPSIXHMBAJI CBOEH KypuyaBOM TOJIOBOM M OTBEYal HAa BCE 3TH
yBELaHUs OJHO:

— Hy u nyctb... [la u ayume, xonu meHs B bepé3os comumoT... O6pa3symitoch s Tam, IO
KpalHOCTH. ..

Ero xyrexxu u 1e6o1m Tak mporpeMesy Ha BCl0 MOCKBY, UTO MPUABOPHBIE BEIBMOKH TOJIBKO
axany Ja Iuie4amMu I0KMMalld, BTallHE YIUBIIAACH JOJITOTepIieHUIo Ilerpa, cTpalHo cKy4aBIIero
6e3 cBOero JIIoOMMIIAa U B TO K€ BPEMsI JKaJIEBIIETO €ro, — JKAJIEBIIET0 B 0COOCHHOCTH MOTOMY, YTO
OH 3aMeyan B lBaHe Kakue-TO CTpaHHbIC MPU3HAKHU JYLIEBHOTO TOpsi, KAKOH-TO TalHOW OOJIE3HH.
[TpoGoBan napb paccupocuTh CBOETro (paBOpHUTa O IPUIMHE BHE3AITHOM MEPEMEHBI B €r0 XapakTepe.

— Ckaxu, Bans, uro ¢ T060¥# ciydnioch? — CIPOCHII OH €ro Kak-To pas.

— Hwuudero, Baie BeIu4ecTBO.

— C yero Tbl TaKO# IPYCTHBIN?

— Jla Tak... B3rpycTHyn0CB.

— C yero B3rpycTHY/I0CH-TO?

— A bor 3Haer ¢ yero. Henb3s ke BC€ XO0XOTaTh Ja CMEATHCS, HAO U MOTPYCTUTh, — C
OTTEHKOM I'Ope4H B rosoce oTo3Baiucs MpaH.

W GosnpIiie HUYETro HE MOT TOOUTHCS Lapb. MIBaH UM HE MOT, MM HE XOTeJl paccKas3aTbh, 4TO
€ro YrHeTaer, YTO 3aCTaBJIIEeT €ro B KaKOM-TO OecrpoOyJHOM IMbSHCTBE YOUBATh CBOIO MOJIOIYIO
KU3Hb.

Hakonen mapb, MHTEpecoBaBIIMiics BcE Oojee M 0ojee CTpaHHBIM TOBEICHHUEM CBOETO
¢daBopuTa, 0OpaTHIICS 32 pa3bICHEHUEM HCTUHBI K €T0 OTILY.

— Yto 310 ¢ Baneii TBopuTcs, ['puropend? — 3agan oH Bompoc crapuiemy Jloaropykomy.

— JlypuT OH, Ballie BEITUYECTBO, U HUYEro OOJIbIIE.

— Jla ¢ dero ayputh-To? Bc€ denoBek uenoBEeKOM ObLI, a TYT BAPYT TaKk U3MEHHIICS, YTO U
y3HATh HEJNb3s CTa0. XOTh Thl ObI €r0 MOCIPOILAN, YTO JIH.

Anexkceil ['puropbeBud J0CaaIMBO OTMaxXHYJICS PYKOH.

— Cnpammusai.

— Hy, a oH ur0?

— V¥ Hero ojuH OTBeT: «X04y-A€ I'yasaTh, noTomMy u ryiuswoo!» Hemro on orua nenut! Benp
HOHE, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO, NETU-TO KaKHE IOIJIM: Thl €My CJIOBO, a OH TeOe ABaalaTh; Thl €My
NaJIbLIEM TOTPO3HJI, a OH Ha Te0sI ¢ KyJaKaMH JIe3eT.

— Hy, Bantoma-Tto, 4aii, He TakoB?

— bbu1 He TakoB, a Teneps bor 3HaeT uto ¢ HUM cranock! [IpocTo mpUcTyny HUKakoro Her!

[app Ha MUHYTY 3aJlyMajcs, TOTOM OBICTPO CKa3all:

— A 3Haew, ['puropeny, y Banu kakoe-To rope, 10KHO, €CTb.

— Kakoe y Hero rope! — npenedpexxutensHo oto3Baics onropykuit. — Jlypoctu B HEM,
TOYHO, YTO MHOTO.

— Hy, ato He ckaxxu! — Bo3pazui [1érp. — CoBceM OH He TaKOB CTal, KaKUM ObLIT IPEXJIE:
U TIOXYyZeN, U moOJIeHeN, U TJla3a Takue rpycTHble cranu. Her, ['puropeuy, He roBopu! C Baneii
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YTO-TO CIyYMJIOCh. BOT ecnmu ObI ThI paccrpocui ero, /a paccrpoCHl TOJIKOM, OYeHb Obl 51 Tebe
6marosapeH ObuL. MOXKET, MBI UeM €My U TIOMOYb CYMEEM.

— Xopo11o, Bale BEIUYECTBO, CIIPOCUTH CIPOLIY, @ CKaXeT JU OH YTO MHE, — 3a TO HE
pPy4aroch.

W nelicTBUTENBHO, YEpE3 HECKOJIBKO JHEU IOCIIE 3TOro, Koraa MBaH kak-To CiiydaiiHO momai
JIOMOM BO BpeMsI PUCYTCTBUA OTIA, Anekcell | puroppeBrY IpyKECKHU B3sU1 €0 MOJ PYKY U YBEN K
cebe B KaOMHET.

— Canuce-ka, MBaH, — cKa3all OH, yCa)KHUBAasCh caM B Kpecio. — MHe ¢ To00l OrOBOPHTH
HAJo.

VBan AuiekceeBHY HEJOBOJIBHO TNeEpeAEpHYN IJIeYaMH, IMPE3PUTEIbHO YIBIOHYICS, HO
BCE-TAKM CEJI U CIIPOCUIL:

— O u4ém 310 emE?

— CKaXX¥l Thl MHE Ha MUJIOCTbB, C YETO ThI 3TO TYPUTH-TO B3Aymas?

VBan AnekceeBUY CBUCTHYJ U OBICTPO MOIHSJICS C MECTA.

— Omnate crapele necHu! UM kak 3T0 Bam, OaTiomika, HE HAJOECT IOIMYCTY S3BIKOM
Tpe3BoHUTH! Yaid, s He MaNoNeTOK U Oe3 Bac XOPOIIO 3HAI0, YTO MHE JIeNIaTh Ha/l0. XOuy T'yliTh —
u Oyay rynsiTh, ¥ HUKTO MHE B TOM 3alpeTa MOJOXUTh He cMeeT! — UM OH pe3ko marHyi 1o
HaIIPaBJICHUIO K JABEPHU.

— Ilocroii, manas TBos ronoBal — BockinkHyn Anekceld [lonropykuii, BCKakuBasi ¢ MeCTa U
IIOYTH HACWIBHO yJEP:KUBasl ChIHA.

— HuxkTto Tebe 3ampera 1 He JIeNaeT, a KOJH g ¢ TOOOH TOBOPHUTH CTall, TaK HE TI0YEMY HHOMY,
a MPOCTO U3 KanocTu. Beap sty Tol Ha ce0s1, Ha KOTO ThI HBIHYE MOXO0X!

— Ox, Gatromika!l — gocammMBo oTMaxHyscs MBaH.

— Huuero ne Oatromka! M pykoil oTMaxuBarThcsi Heuero. Benp B caMoM Jienie CTHIIHO, YTO
TaKUM IbSHUYroi KHs3b Jlonaropykuit cnenancs! I'sieTs-1o Ha TeOst M MPOTUBHO U JKAJKO!

— Hy u He rnsaute! — onsAth BenbixHyn MBaH.

— Jla u He TisAaen Obl, KaObl THI HE TUIOTh MOSI J1a KpoBb ObL1! Bens moiimu Tei, Bans: u3Béncs
s, Ha Te0s rismoun! Beapb dyro s, cepleM 4yro, 4To HECTIPOCTa Thl 3TO KOJOOpOAUTH cTall. Benp,
BUJIMIMO, TOpe Kakoe-To Tebs ect. Hy M Ckaku MHE TOJIKOM, 4TO C TOOOI0 momputumiocs? Benapb
MOWMM ThI, TIIYIIBINA, — HE Bpar s Tede!..

N B ronoce Anekces I'puropbeBuua 3a3Bydald TaKME€ MATKHME HOTKH, 4yTO VBaH yquBIEHHO
norysiieNl Ha oTua. HenmpuBBIYHBI eMy ObUIM Kak-TO W 3Ta JIACKOBOCTH TOHA, M 3TOT JIFOOOBHBIM
B3IJIS1/I, KOTOPBIM TJISiIEN HA HEro OTEl, BCErjJa CypOBBIM M HeoOmmrTenbHbId. W coBeprieHHO
IIPOTUB BOJIA MOJIOJIOM YE€JIOBEK IIOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK B €r0 CEpALE 3aKONOILINIOCH OT3BIBUMBOE
TEII0e 4yBCTBO, YTO M B HEM BOCKpECI/Ia JaBHO 3aryioXIlas CHIHOBHAS JIIOOOBb, — M OH, B CBOIO
ouepeib, OpOCHII Ha OTIAa CMSITYEHHBIN JIACKOBBII B3TJISA.

Anexcell I'puropbeBud 3aMeTHII, Kako€ BIIEYATIEHHWE IPOU3BEIN HA ChIHA €0 CJIOBa, U HE
CTaJI TePATH 1apOM BPEMEHU.

— To-T10, Bansi, — CcHOBa 3aroBOpUJ OH, — HAIPACHO Thl HA MEHsS BCE ATO BPEMS 3BEpPEM
cMmoTpen. Beap kak-HUKaK, a HAaM ¢ TOOOH HE MPUCTAIO B CCOpPE KHUTh, OCOOJIMBO TENephb. 3HACIIb,
KakK Ha Hac Bce 3yObl TouaT. YyTh MOBUXHUCH MBI MAJIOCTh, TAaK HAC CKOBBIPHYT, YTO M IIOMHHAN KaK
3Banu. [loromy M He ciuex HaMm Jpyr Ha JApyra 3JIMTbCS. bynem B Mupe XKUTb, — U HaM BCE
HUTNOYEM, BCSKYIO MPEMOHY 000HTH cymeeM. Benp BOT BHXKY 5, YTO y TeOsl rope ecTh, — HYy U
CKa)KU MHE, aBOCh U [IOIIPABUM [EJIO.

MBan BCE Bpems Cilyllan OTLA, HE IPEPbIBas €r0 HU MAJICUIINM >KECTOM M HU3KO OIIyCTUB
rojoBy. A Korja OTel] KOHUWI, OH I1€YaJIbHO YCMEXHYJICS U CKa3all:

— Her, Gatromika, He MOXHOE TO JIeJIO: MOETO ropsi HUKOMY He U30BITb.

Anekceli ['puropbeBud yabpIOHYIICS U TTOKaYyall TOJIOBOH.

— A 3Haems, MBaH, s Beap jJoranaics, 4yTo Te0s 3a rope TOYMT... — CKaszal oH. — Yai, y
Te0s 3a3H00a MOSIBUIIACH?

Munanmnii JIonropykuii HEpBHO B3APOTHYI U IPOLIEIITA:

— Bepno. 1 ot Toii 3a3H00BI 51 1 MecTa cebe He HAXO0XKY. ..
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— Hy BoT Bumuis, rnyneiit! JlaBHo Obl cka3an. He Benuka emé sta 6ena. [IpucBareiBaiics,
7la U JaBail cBaAeOKy UTpaTh.

NBan AnekceeBUY TSXKENO B3I0XHYJ U IIPOMOJIBUI:

— Mos 3a3H00a 32 MEHS HE TTOMIIET.

Orer pacxoxoTancs.

— BoT tebe pa3! — BockimukHyn oH. — Jla ThI, HUKaK, VBaH, ¢ yma crsitui! Jla Kakas e 3To
HeBecTa cMoxeT MBany [lonropykomy oTkazath? Takoil emé He HaApOIMIOCh. 3a TeOs BCSKas C
PagoCTbIO MOUAET.

— OTa He NOUJET.

— Jla xt0o «3Tan?! Cka3piBail TOJIKOM.

VBaH AJlekceeBUY BCTal C MECTa, MOJOWEN K ABEPH, MPHOTBOPUII €€, YTOObI yOeIUTHCS, UYTO
UX HUKTO HE TOJICIIYILNBAET, 3aT€M CHOBA YCEJICS U TOTAA TOJIKO CKa3all:

— Ilpunnecca Enuzasera [lerpoBnal

Anexcelt Jlonropykuil naxe pykamu pas3Bén OT YAUBICHHUS.

— Bor Tebe pa3! — npousnéc on. — HeyxTo?..

— BoT ¢ 3T0#i-T0 M100BM Ha MEHs U AypoCTh Hanana! — oTo3Bajcs KHs3b MBan. — Xoten eé
IIEPECUIIUTh CIIEpBOHAYaly, 1a He cMor. M HasBy-TO OHa MHE BCE Irpe3uiach, U BO CHE-TO MHE OT
He€ TOKOI0 He ObUIO, — HY M 3a4epTHJI, 9TOOBI XOTh HEMHOTO 3a0bIThCs. Jla HeT, He 3a0yaemns! Yk
TaK-TO s KOJOOpO M1 BCE 3TO BpeMs... VIHOMy OBl mopa Ha MOTOCT OTHPABUTHCH, a 51, BUILb, BCE
JKUB J1a BCE 0 HEN AyMKY AyMaro.

I'opbkast ynbIOKka CKOJIb3HYJA 10 €ro rydaM M 3aTepsiiach B TNIyOHHE cpa3y 3aTyMaHHMBILUXCS
clie3aMH rias.

Anexcell I'puropbeBrud MoJIya MorJIsIeN Ha HET0 HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/ M IIOTOM ITPOMOJIBHIIL:

— DOx, UBan, UBan! Tlormsoky s Ha TeOs1, Kakoi ke ThI emi€ rirynbiii! Yem BCIO 3Ty AypocTh
Ha ce0s HaIlyCKaTh, 3acyiai Obl CBATOB — Jla U KOHUEHO JeNo!

— Jla Benpb 310 HEMBICIUMO! — TpocToHan MBaH.

— Jla TB1 o,

— W nocslnate Hevero!

— A xouetcs Tebe cuacTbs?

— l'ociogu! — BockiukHyn MBan. — Jla 51, KaKuch, ¢ yma Obl COLIEN ¢ Tako# pagocTu!

— U ¢ yma cxomuth Heuero! Thl TOJIBKO MeHs ciymiaiics. BoT 0ObsSBUT HE ceroHs-3aBTpa
rocynapb Katio cBoeil HeBECTOA. ...

— Jla HemTo 3To BO3MOXHO! — nepedun VBas.

— Konu ckasbpiBato, — crano, BO3MOXXHO. BcE€ nemno Temepp BOT Kak HaJlaXEHO, U HE
CEero/IHA-3aBTpPa CHE COBEPIIUTCA. Tak BOT OMOCHS 3TOTO MbI M JOHECEM TOCyIapio O TBOEH JIHOOBH.
OH Tebs Tak mM0OUT, YTO, HABEpHO, caM B cBaTax Oyzer... Hy a emy yx mpuniecca EnmsaBera
IIerpoBHa OTKa3aTh HE MOCMEET.

— Xoporio, kabbl Tak 0610, — TpolenTain VpaH.

— Jla yx Oyner. Tl TOJNBKO AypocTh CBOIO Opochb. A camoe TjlaBHOe — cMOTpH, VBaH,
crapaiics ero Ha Opak ¢ Kareii HactpauBars. Hy a omocins u 3a TBOM JENMMIIKK MpuMeMmcs... Tak
Kak ke, Bans, ugér, uro au?..

MBaH nogayman HEMHOTO, TOTOM OBICTPO MOJHSUIICS C KPECia U MPOTAHYI OTILY PYKY.

— Unér, 6atromka!

— Hy Bor u namHo! — oOpagoBancs Anekceir ['puroppeBuu. — A Temepb naBail
MIOLIETTyeMCH.

W orer 1 CbIH OPOCUIIUCH APYT APYTy B OOBATHSL.

MaBa ll
LlapcTBeHHbIN cBaT

IIpunnecca Enuzasera IlerpoBHa, npoxuBas B CBOEM IIOAMOCKOBHOM MMeHMM [lepose, u He
Iaymaina Bo3Bpamiarbesi B ropoa. OHa gaxe pana Obuia, 4TO €€ BCE OCTaBHJIM B TIOKOE M OHA MOTJIA
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JKUTb TAKOIO JKU3HBIO, KaKas €l HpaBUJIACh.

Bnranu oT npuIBOpHOU KU3HH, OT IPUABOPHBIX KO3HEH U UHTPUI, OHA OTAbIXAJIa AYLIOW Ha
JIOHE CeNbCKOW MPUPOBI, K KOTOPOH YyBCTBOBalTa Kakoe-To ocoboe mpuctpactue. OkpyxEéHHas
HEOONBIINM IITAaTOM HCKPEHHO MPEJaHHBIX € JIIoJei, OHa JKWjla CaMOI0 CIIOKOMHOIO >KHU3HBIO,
IIO3/IHO BCTaBas, €IIE MO3KE JIOXKACH CIaTh, L(EJIble JHU MPOBOJAS WIH HA Celle, UIU B IPOMATHOM
caly, OKpYKaBIIeM NepoBCckHii noM. OHa CTpacTHO JrOOWIAa TNPOCThIE AEPEBEHCKHUE IMECHH, U
KaX/Iblii JIeHb B €€ caay 3BEHENH MOJIOJbIe JIEBHYBM T'0JIOCA, CIBILAINCH 3BYKH OaHIyphl U
Oanaaiiky, ciblaics e€ Becéblii, 0€33a00THBIN CMEX.

MoCKOBCKHE TOCTH HaBEIIATIH €€ OUeHb PEKO, Ja OHA U He JII00MIa UX HAe3/I0B, IOTOMY UTO
9TH BU3UTBHl BCE-TAKU pACTPABILLIM €€ cepledyHble paHbl. EN BOJIEH-HEBOJIEW IPUXOIUIIOCH
3aBOJAUTH PA3rOBOpPBl O IPHUABOPHBIX J€laX, BOJICU-HEBOJEH IPUXOIUIOCH OTBEYaTh Ha
HEen30eXHbIEe BOIPOCHL, T0OUYEMy OHA He Bo3Bpariaercss B MockBy. OCOOEHHO B 3TOM OTHOIIEHUH €
Hagoenan Anekceir FOpreBud buOMKOB, HECMOTPSI HA CBOM MIECTHACCAT JIET, MOKIOHSBIIUNACS €l U
CUMTABIIMKA CBOMM HENPEMEHHBIM JIOJIrOM MpHe3kKaTh K HEW XOThb pa3 B HEJENI0, cOOOMaTh Bce
IIPUABOPHBIE HOBOCTH.

B nocnegnuii pa3 oH noJioKUTENBHO Jaxe Hanoen Enuzasere [leTpoBHE: M CBOEH CTapyeCKOU
T00€3HOCTHIO, U HECKOHYaEMBIMHU PAacCKa3zaMH O TOM, YTO JienaeTcst B Mockae.

— U k yemy BbI MHe BcE€ 3TO roBopure? — HaOpocmiach Ha Hero HakoHen EnmzaBera. —
CoBceM MHE 3TO HEMHTEPECHO 3HATh, U CIYIIATh-TO 51 3TOT0 BOBCE HE X0Uy!

— Hy kak Tak, MaryIika, Baiie BICOUYECTBO, HeMHTepecHo! — Bo3pazui buOukos.

— BepbTe c10BY, HUKAaKOTO UHTEpECa HET.

— Hy yx npocrure, He nosepro! Yaili, rocynapb MMIEpaTOp HE UYyXOH BaM: IIEMSHHUK
HeOOCh POJHOH... A BeIb OH coBceM pedbEHok. Kpome Bac, 100poro-To poJCTBEHHOTO COBETa €My
HUKTO HE JIaCT.

— Tax BoT BBI U naliTE.

BubuKoB HcnyraHHO 3aMaxajl pyKaMu.

— YrTo0 BB, YTO BBI, MATYIIKa, HEILITO 3TO BO3MOXkHO! Jla g He mocMmero.

— /la nouemy xe He nocmeere?

— Kak moxno! U He nocnymaer oH MeHs, f1a u Jlonropykue MeHs )KUBbEM cheadr. Yaid, Bam
BEJIOMO, B Kakoi oHHU cuiie. CBOSA-TO HIKypa KaxaoMy Jopora!

Enunzasera Beceno pacxoxoTasacs.

— Hy BoT T0-TO )€, Anexceit FOpreBnu! Camu 10 Toro norosopuinchk. M MeHs rocyzapp He
MOCIyIIAeT, U MeHs Jlonropykue ®HUBbEM ChECTh MOT'YT, TaK K YEMY XK€ MHE Ha UX 3yObI JIe3Th!

— Hy kax Tax, Barie BricouecTBO! — 3ameTun bubukos, — 4aii, BB TOCYIapro-TO TETKA.

— Tak ut0 % U3 Toro? beuio Bpemsl, korna mens Ilerpyma ciymancs, 3T0 TOYHO, a TENepb
KyZa ke MHe Memartbcsi B aenal UTo XOTAT, TO MyCTh M JENAOT... bpocuM 00 3TOM pa3roBOpsI
BECTH Ja MoWaEM-Ka ydine B caj. Mib, 1eHb-T0 Kakoi HoH4Ye BbiAalcsi! POBHO Obl U HE CEHTSAOPIO
Briopy! Iloliném-ka, crapunymka! I[locnymaem, kak HaM JAEBKM NECEHKU MOIMOIOT. XOpOILIO OHHU Y
MEHS MOIOT, — TaK 3a cepue u 6epér nHow pas!

W ona moutn Oerom HampaBHJIach K CTEKJISSHHOW JBEpH, BBIXOIAIICH Ha rajepero, a OTTyAa
CIyCTWJIaCh IpsAMO B cal. JIeHEK ACWCTBUTENBHO BBIAAICA Ha ClaBy. SIpKo€ COJHIE CHIIBHO
NPUTPEBAJIO 3€MJII0 M CJIOBHO pACIUIABICHHBIM 30JIOTOM OOJHMBAJIO MOXEJITEBIIYIO U
IIOKPACHEBIIYIO JIUCTBY JEPEBbEB, HAIIOJIOBUHY YK€ OTOJEHHBIX. SIpkas 3eneHb TpaBel Ha
Tyxaikax moOn€kia, 1 Ha He LeJIbIMH Ky4aMU BaJISUIMCh OIABIIME JIUCTBS, CIIOBHO XOPOHS TOJ
CBOUM KENTHIM KOBPOM IIPOMOKIIIYIO OT OCEHHUX JOXKAECH 3€MIII0, KOTOPYIO TEIEPh JIEAECHUI CBOUM
JIBIXaHUEM XOJIOJIHBIN ceBepHBIN BeTep. bezoOnmauynoe HeOO0, roayObIM MIIAIIOM PAaCKUHYBIIEECS Hall
rojoBaMu, TOXeE, Ka3aloch, MOOIEKIO M TOTEPSIO CBOIO SAPKYIO JIETHIOIO OKpacky. Ilpuponaa
ymMupana, ¥ cienbl €€ MENJEHHOM aroHuM CKas3blBaIUCh Ha BCEM. CJIOMaHHBIE BETPOM CY4bsi
BAJSUTUCH HA TPOTIMHKAX; IBEThI Ha KIyMOax MeYabHO CKIOHHIUCH K 3eMJI€, TOYHO TIOHYPUB CBOM
oOJeTeBIIMe, CIIOBHO CMATHIE CYPOBOIO PYKOIO BPEMEHH, TOJIOBKH. [ITHubero romoHa He ObLIO yxKe
CIIBIITHO, ¥ €My Ha CMEHY ajlloOHO, TOYHO IeMYach APYr C APYroM, IIyMena emé yleneBIIas
JUCTBA TMOJ HaOeraMu pe3KOro BeTepKa Ja POHsIa KalUIM HEAABHO IMPOLIENIIEro IO, TOUYHO
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wiaya o cBoed ckopoil cmeptu. EnmsaBera IletpoBHa B compoBoxaeHuM buOukoBa nomuia 1o
HEOONBIION JTyXKaiku, 3aTepsBlIelics B TiayOuHe OepE30BOM pomu. 371ech OKoIo Oecelku B
KUBOIUCHOM OECTIOpAKE TPYIIaMH pPACHOJIOKWINCH JIEPEBEHCKUE JEBYIIKH, JaBHO YK€
nopxuaBmue e€ npuxoaa. [Ipu e€ mosBIeHUU OHM BCE pa3oM MOJHSUIMCH CO CKaMeeK M TyphOoi
MOBAJIWJIM K HEW HaBCTpEUYy.

— 3apaBcTBYiiTE, KacaTKu, — JIACKOBO IIpUBETCTBOBajNA X Enuzasera [leTtpoBHa.

— 3apaBCTBYH, MaTyllKa, Balle BbICOYECTBO, COJIHBIIIKO Halle KpacHoe! — XopoM
OTKJIMKHYJIUCH JIEBKU.

— Yaii, 3axpanuck MeHs? BoT Ha cero crapuuka mneHsiite, — mokaszana EnuzaBera Ha
bubukoBa, — 3T0 OH MEHS MMO3aAeprKal.

— He Benmka BaXHOCTb, TOCYAApbIHS, W NOAOXKJAAIM! — OTO3Bajach OJHA W3 JIEBOK
noOoifuee. — XOTb BEK pajabl XKJIaTh, JUIIb Obl TBOE JTUYMKO MpecBemioe yBuaerb! Uro X,

MaTylIKa, IPUKa)KEIlb 3a11eBaTh?

— 3amneBaii, 3ameBail, Arpadena! BoT u crapudok Moil Bamiero meHssi mociymaer. Bot
BuMIIb, Anekcelr KOpreBud, — oOpaTtunachk oHa K bBuOMKOBYy, — Ha 4TO MHE Jpyrue pa3BieucHHs,
KOJIb y MEHs 37IeCh Takue 3a0aBbl ecThb. [leceH 3axouy, — Tak JEBKH YTO TBOM COJIOBbU 3aJIbIOTCS!
Hanoect nenbe, — XOpoBOibl BOAUTH 3aCTaBIIO... A KOJIb U 3TO MPUCKYUUT, — TAK y MEHS TaKHe
IUSICYHBl €CTh, YTO, IVISIIIOYM Ha HHUX, BCE KOCTOYKM XOJYHOM 3axXOJiT, Ja M caMa B IUIC
ycTULIbCS !

— A ¥ BaXHO IUIAIIET TOCYJapbIHA-MATyIIKa! — BCTyHuJIa B pasroBop Arpadena. —
Huxomy cynpoTuB He€ Tak He CIUISACATh.

— Tak BOT, — BB, KAKOE Y MEHS BECEIIBE, CTAPUHYIIIKA?

— PazBecénoe xuThE! — ¢ e1Ba 3aMETHBIM OTTEHKOM MPOHUH 3aMeTu1 buOHKoB.
Enunzasera moaMeruia 3Ty HPOHUIO U BCIIBIXHYIIA.
— Koneuno, pasBecénoe! — pe3ko ckazana oHa. — Y3k He To 4To Ha Kyprarax! Emé npu

0aTIOIIKe TOKOWHOM, TOXKaTyi, M B3ampaBay BECEIMIINCh, a Ternepb 4ro! Tak — kucnora oxna! A
s, Opat, aTOoro He JNOOMI0. S, cygapb Moii, COBCeM PYCCKHI 4elOBEK, U KOJb BECEITIOCh YK, TaK
BECENIIOCh TakK, 4To HeOy jkapko craHoButrcsi! Hy peBymiku, — mnoBepHylach OHa K CBOMM
IIEBYHbSM, — 3aTATUBANTE, 1a BECENYIO. ..

U, ckazaB 3T0, OHa ycenach Ha ONMKANIIYIO CKaMmblO, MPHUIJIACUB )KECTOM CECThb PSJIOM C
co6oro u bubukosa.

JIeBKHM CTalu B KpYKOK. ArpadeHa 3arsHyna KaKylo-TO BECENYIO MECHIO, HO HE YCIIeN XOp
MOJXBAaTUTh €€, KaK M0 aJUIeiiKe, BEAYyIIEW OT J0Ma, NOKAa3aJCsi YIPaBIAIOLIMNA HMEHUEM
recapeBHbl cepxkaHT Cem&HoBckoro mosika Anekceil Hukudoposuu Hlyoun. On maxan pykamu,
YTO-TO TaKOE KpUYajl, HO 3a JabHOCTHIO PACCTOSHHUS HUYETO HEJb3sl ObLIO pacCIbIIIATh.

EnuszaBera TOpOIIMBO MOAHSIIACH C MECTa, MaxHyJla PYKOH JEBYIIKaM, KOTOpPbIE TOTUAC )K€
00OpBaNK MECHIO, M KPUKHYJA:

— Yrto Takoe, AnexaH, cnydusoch? Yero Tbl Tak B3ATOMOHUJICS?

[Ty6un moabexal K 1ecapeBHE U, €1Ba MEPEBOIS AyX, COOOIITIII:

— l'ocrn, Baie BEICOUECTBO, TOCTH Mpuexau!

— Kakue emé roctu? — HenoBoJbHO cripocuia Enuszasera.

— Baxwusie roctu, Baimie BeicouecTBo! Cam rocynapps ummneparop!

IlecapeBHa pajioCTHO BCIIBIXHYJIA.

— Ilerpyma? — BockinukHyna oHa. — BoT Tak croprpus!

U ona Opocuiiack 6exath M0 HANPaBJICHUIO K JOMY.

Mononoii maps npuexan He oxuH. C HuM Obul M Anekceit ['puropseBuu, u MBan, u
¢denpamapinan Bacunmii Bnagumuposud Jlonropykuii.

I'ocynaps Obl1 O4YeHb BeceNl M OKUBJIEH, XOTH, KaK MOKa3ajock Enm3aBeTe, 1aBHO yxe He
BUJIABILEH MJIEMSIHHUKA, OH OBLJI TOYHO OJiefHee OOBIKHOBEHHOTO, a Ha €r0 MUJIOBHIHOM JIETCKOM
JMIIe, HECMOTPS Ha YJIBIOKY, CKOJIb3MJIA KaKasi-TO TyMaHHas TeHb.

— 3apaBcTBYH, TETYNIKA! — paJOCTHO MPUBETCTBOBAI IOHBII UMIIEPATOP LIECAPEBHY.

— 3apascTByid, [leTpyma! la kak Thl BEIPOC, 1a BO3MYXaJl KaK, IPOCTO U HE y3HATh!..

60



[1€Tp caMO0BOJILHO YJIBIOHYIICS U CKa3all:

— A ™Mbl K TeOe, TETYIIKA, B TOCTH Ha LeNbIi feHb! Pana He pana, a mpuHUMaii rocTei.

— Jla koHeuHo, pana! — oto3Banach EnmzaBera. — Yk W Omarogaputb-To Kak TeOs,
[letpymia, He 3HAIO, YTO Tl 000 MHE HAKOHELl BCIOMHIII!

— Jla BOT, BCOMHWI-Taku. [lai, nymaro, K TETYIIKE NPOKAYyCh, JaBHEHBKO MBI C HEH HE
BUAAINCH. BOoT 1 nmpuexari.

Ho He oxHO xenmaHue MOBHUIAThCA ¢ JIIOOMMON TETKOM mpuBeno Ilerpa k Heil. Y Hero Oblia
coBceM Jpyras nenb. [lHs aBa Tomy Hazan MBan Jlonropykuil mpu3Haics apio B JIOOBU K €ro
TETKE, U TOT BBI3BAJICS OBITH €r0 CBATOM.

NBan AnekceeBUY ITPOrOBOPHUIICS COBEPIIEHHO CIIy4aiiHO.

— IlpusHaiica-ka MHe, BaHs, — crnpocui Mexay NMpO4YuM L@pb, — C 4Y€ro Thl B IOCIIECIHEE
BpeMsl TaKOW TPYCTHBIM M Hepa3roBopuuBbli cran? Ckas3plBal MHE TBOM OTEll, YTO Thl, BUIIb,
BITIOOMIICS, TaK MOBEIAil MHE, KTO 3TO TBOE cep/ie moioHuwl. Yk He [llepemereBa u HeHapOKOM?
Cka3pIBaloT, 4To OHa K Tebe Oojpmioe mpucTtpactue nuraeT. OHa Bedb KpacaBUIla. XOYEIlb,
nocsararo?

— Her, Bame BenmmuecTtBo, — oTo3Baiicsi MBaH, — Ty, B KOro s BIIOOJIEH, BBl MHE HE
II0CBATACTE.

— A nodemy ObI 3T0 Tak? — MOIIO0ONBITCTBOBA 1APh, 3aJIETHIH 32 )KUBOE.

— A 10TOMY, 4TO 3TO TaKasi HEBECTA, 0 KOTOPOH MHE U MBICIUTh HE CIEN.

— Jla xto % oHa Takas? Cka3bIBai.

— U cka3zaTb 0010Ch.

[1éTp mpucTanbHO HOCMOTpPEN Ha CBOETO JIOOMMIIA ¥ TOTOM BOCKJIMKHYIT:

— Térymxka?

JloJIropykuii CMyIIEHHO OITYCTHJI FOJIOBY U €/1Ba CJIBIIIHO MPOLLENITAI:

— OmHa camas.

Heckonpko MUHYT IApWIIO TOMHUTENIbHOE MoyaHue. OCOOEHHO TOMHUTENIBHO OHO OBLIO s
NBana AnexkceeBnua, ONacaBILErocss BECbMa BO3MOKHOTO THEBA Liapsl.

Ho uapp He paccepauics. OH TOYHO OoNeqaauics 4Y4eM-TO, U I0JIOC €ro, Korja OH 3aroBOPHIL,
B3/IparuBaJl ¥ 3By4ajl KaKOi-To MOIaBICHHOM CKOPOBIO.

— Tak uro xe, Bans, npucBaTbiBarcs.

— He noiinér ona 3a MeHs, rocyapsb.

— Iloinér! — Bospasui [1érp. — Koun xouems, s1 caMm B cBaThl MONY.

WBan AnekceeBUY HEJOBEPUYMBO B3IVIAHYJ Ha Laps, HO, BUJS, YTO OH TOBOPUT COBEPLICHHO
CEPbE3HO, OPBIBUCTO YA K €r0 HOr'aM U, IOKPBIBas MOLEIYSIMU €0 PyKY, IIPOrOBOPUIL:

— Bamre BenmuectBo! Jla Benb BbI )KU3HBb MO0 criacére! UM Tak s Bamn pab AyIIoOw U TeIoM, a
€CJIM 0CYACTJIMBUTE 3TUM, TaK s HE 3HaI0, HA KaKyl0 Ka3Hb M0iay 3a Bac!

— Jlagno, Bans. Konu B ToM TBOE cuacthe, — Oymy 3a TeO4. . .

W ¢ TakuMH-TO HaMEepeHUsAMHU OH U mpuexan tenepb B IlepoBo. Cobpasics 10HBIN UMIEpaToOp
COBEpUIEHHO BHe3amHo. IIpuexanmn k Hemy Ha 3aBTpak Anekcedl I'puropeeBnu na Bacunuit
Binagumuposuu Jlonropykue. Llapb cka3zain ¢ HUMH HECKOJIBKO CJIOB, a IIOTOM BAPYT U TOBOPHUT:

— A uro, ['puropsny, KyJa Tl MEHS HbIHE TIOBE3EILb?

— Jla xyna npukaxerte, Bamie BeiauuecTBo! — oTBeTun Aunekcell Jlonropykuii. — BoT B
KonoMeHckoM gaBHO He ObLTH; KOJH YTOOHO, IoeaeM B KosomeHckoe.

— Her. Konu exatp, Tak Mbl Jy4ille K TETYIIKE OEAEM, — PELINI Laphb.

Anekceit ['puropbeBuy n3menuscs B iuie. He mo HpaBy emy Obljia 3Ta MO€3/IKa K 1IeCapeBHE.
Ho cnoputh Obut0 Henb3st; a Korza eMmy VBaH mienHyna o men MOE3/KH, TaK OH M COBEPIIEHHO
YCIIOKOMJICS.

Ho npunnecca Enuzasera, NOHATHO, U HE NIOJ03peBaia, Kakas TalHas IPUYMHA PYKOBOAMIIA
rocynapeMm. OHa paza Obula €ro Mpuessly U CYeTIHBO pacropshkaliach, YTOOBI KaKk MOYKHO JIy4llle
YLOCTUTH rocyiapsi, 4To0 OH OCTaJICs BCEM JIOBOJICH M YTOObI HAaKOHEI KOHYMIIACh Pa3MOJIBKA, TaK
JI0JITO TATOTHUBILAS UX OOOUX.

Ilapp ocraBaica a0 mosnHero Bedepa. OH ObLT Tak e Beces, KaK U B MUHYTY CBOETO
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npuessia, BCE BpeMs LIYTUI U OT Ayl cMmesicst 6onroBHe MBana Jlonropykoro, OBIBIIETO CEroaHs
0COOCHHO B yape.

Beuepom ycenuch urparsb B IoMOepT, HO LIapb HE MPHUHSI ydacTusi B Urpe. OH 0TO3BaN TETKY
B CTOPOHY U CKa3all eu:

— IlycTh, TéTyIIKa, CTApUYKU HOUTPAIOT, a MBI ¢ TOOOW MOTOJIKYeM. Y MeHs 10 TeOs Jeso
ectb. ToyIbKO, 4yp, YroBOp Jydllle ACHEr: HampeAku MHe oOemiaid, 4To BCAKYI0 MOIO MPOCHOY
HCIIOJIHULIb.

— Hy 310 Hanepén cka3zaTb HEBO3MOKHO. MOKET, Thl O TOM IOIPOCHIb, YTO U UCIIOJHUTH
HEJIb3sl.

— He Gecniokoiics, TéTymika, — Cyx0 CKa3al rocyaapb. — Hudero HeBO3MOKHOTO 51 y TeOs
MPOCUTH HE OyIy.

— Hy a Bcé-taku? I'oBopu HanpsiMku. Ko MOXHO, HE OTKaxy.

[1€rp ynbIOHYCS U MPUCTAIBHO B3TJISIHYN HA I[APEBHY.

— Tl He nODKHA OTKA3aTh, — CKa3ajl OH, — HU B KAKOM CJIy4ae.

Enun3zasera IleTpoBHa nmokpacHesa 1 HEPBHO MOBEJIA TUICYAMH.

— Bor kak! — npomouiBuia oHa.

HMMnepatop TOYHO CMYyTHIICA, IIOTOM B3IVISIHYJ B Ty CTOPOHY, rae cunen Mean Jlonropykui,
M, BCTPETUBIIUCH B3IJISIOM C €ro ria3aMH, OBICTPO, TOYHO CTHIAACH CBOCH HEPEIIMTENHFHOCTH,
MIPOU3HEC:

— S Tebs, TéTymIKA, CBaTaTh MpHexal.

[lapeBHa moiimana ero B3, oOpaumléHHblil Ha MBana AjekceeBnya, U Cpa3y BCIIOMHUJIA O
XOJIUBILKX TOJIKAX... Y HEE 3aX0JIOHYJIO CEPALE, U OHA TUXO, IOYTH MIEMOTOM, CIIPOCHIIA:

— 3a Koro, Ballle¢ BEINYCCTBO?

— 3a BaH1o, — Tak ke TUXO OTBETUJI UMIIEPATOP.

EnunzaBera ObICTpO MOAHSIACH C AMBAaHA, HA KOTOPOM CHJIENIA PSAOM C IapéM, BBIIPSIMUTIACDH
BO BEChb CBOM BBICOKMH POCT M T'POMKHM, Cpa3y OKPEIIIUM I0JIOCOM IPOMU3HECTA TOJIBKO OJIHO
CJIOBO:

— Huxkorpa!

I'ocynapb pe3kuM IBHKEHHEM CXBATUII LECAPEBHY 34 PYKY U LIENIOTOM 3arOBOPUIL:

— S He mockaszan, TETYIIKa, caMOro TJIaBHOTO. MHE OuYeHb KeNaTeNbHO, YTOOBI ThI CTaja
xeHoi VBaHa Jloaropykoro, U Thl BBIMJEIIBL 32 HETO 3aMyxk!

— Huxkorpa! — omste noBropmia EnuzaBera IlerpoBHA, MOUYTH BBIPBAB CBOIO PYKY M3 PYK
OTPOKa-UMIIEPATOPA.

Mnas.a lll
Bockpeclummn noKOMHUK

KuspkHa AHHa Xupena ¢ KaXIbIM JHEM BCE CUIIbHEE M CUIIbHEE. Y CTapuKOB PynHMIKHMX
CNIE3bl HAKUITAIM TIPU B3MJIAJE HA J0Yb, XyIyI0, OJIEAHYIO, TOYHO CTaBIIYIO KaKOW-TO MpPO3pavyHOn
BOCKOBOM CTaTyeHu...

[TpoGoBanu oHU €€ NeunTh, IPU3bIBAIN J1a)Ke 3HAMEHUTOTO B TO Bpemsi biymeHtpocra, HO U
TOT HUYEro nojenarb He Mor. OH TOJBKO pa3BEN pyKamMH M, C MPUCBUCTOM IOHIOXaB Tabaky U3
30J10TOM TabaKepKH, HUKOT/1a He BHIXOAMBIIEH U3 €0 PYyK, CKa3al CBOMM rOPTaHHBIM TOBOPKOM:

— Huuedo Henb3s caenats. .. Huuedo. .. Takoit rironuii 601€3Hb. . .

— Ho Bcé e nonro oHa npoxuBET? — € 3aMHpaHUEM cepla 3a1al 3TOT Bonpoc Bacunmii
CeménoBuUY.

— Kaxk bor. Alles ist Gott... ®u HEUe(hO HE MOXKHO. ..

N ¢ stum yexain.

N emé nevanbHee CTany CTapUKU, M BCE Yallle M 4Yallle IJIAKaad BTUXOMOIJIKY, TasChb U OT
J04€epH, U APYr OT Apyra.

Ho cama kHs>kHa AHHa COBCEM HE Iedaauiaach 3TUM TaWHBIM HEIYrOM, YHOCHUBLIMM €€
MoJionyto Jku3Hb. OHa, Ka3aloch, Jake pajoBajiach BHE3amHON ci1a0oCTH, OXBaTHBIIEH e€.
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PagoBanack, Korja, NmpochINasch, 3aMeydaja, 4TO OHAa YyBCTBYET ceOs Tropas3io Xyke, 4yeM OHa
yyBCTBOBasia Buepa. OHA TOYHO pajoBalach MEVICHHOMY HPUOJIMKEHHUIO CMEpPTH, CIOBHO 3Ta
CMepTh Hecia ¢ co0oil mojHeiilee uCIeneHne BceX e€ ropecTel M MydeHHi, CIOBHO Tam, B
3arpoOHOM KHU3HH, €€ KIAJ0 TO CUYACThe, KOTOPOE OHA yTpaTuia 3/1eCh Ha 3eMJIe.

Ona ¥ paHbllie HE HaJeAJach Ha BO3BPAIlCHHE HMCUE3HYBIIETO JKEHUXA, a TENepb, KOTIa
IIPOLLJIO IIOYTH TPU MeCsla ¢ TOr0 POKOBOTO [HSA, OHA HE MOIJIa MHA4ye AyMarb O HEM, KaK O
YEJIOBEKE, KOTOPOT'O YK€ HET Ha 36MJI€, KOTOPBIH YK€ HE MOXKET BEPHYTHCH.

WHorpa, Koraa oTel Wik MaTh BBICKAa3bIBAIM POOKYIO HAJEXIy, UTO, MOXKET ObITh, Bacumuit
MarBeeBuy enié *HuB, OHA Ja)ke HE MPOOOBaja OCIAPHBATH MX, a TOJBKO MOJYa OCEHsJIA CBOIO
IPyAb KPECTOM U ILLIENTaJA!

— locnou, ymokoit aymry youennoro 6osipuHa Bacumusi.

U crapuku He cTapaliuch yxe 00Jble pa3yBepsaTh €€, HIOTOMY YTO IPEKPACHO BHJIENH, YTO UX
CJIOBA U UX YTELICHHs HE UMEIOT JUI He€ HU MaJleIiero 3HadeHus. Jla Tenepb OHU U CaMM yXKe He
BEPWJIM CBOUM IIPEKHUM HazaexkgaMm. CIHMIIKOM MHOTO IMPOLUIO BPEMEHU CO JHS MCUE3HOBEHHUS
BapsiTuHckOoro, M BoJIeH-HEBOJIEH M UM TNPUIIOCH yOenuThes, uyTo bapsTHMHCKOTO yXe HeT B
KUBBIX.

Ecnu KTO 1 COMHEBAJICS B €r0 CMEPTHU, €CIIU KTO M OOSUICS, YTO OH €IIE JKUB, TaK 3TO AJIeKcei
MuxaitioBud Jlonropykuii. B nepByro MUHYTY, KOT/1a CTapblid KHA3b bapATUHCKUI OIICIOMHUII €T0
nojio3peHueM B youiictse Bacunus MaTBeeBrua, OH BIIOJIHE OBUT YBEpPEH, UTO AHTPOIBIY ClEpKall
cBO¢ CIIOBO M M30aBWJI OT ero Bpara. Ho ¢ TeueHHMeM BpEeMEHM 3Ta YBEPEHHOCTh MaJlO-TIOMaly
ucyesna, M TJIaBHBIM 00pa3oM MOTOMY, YTO caM AHTPOIIBIY, KOTOPBIM TOJDKEH OBbLT TOTYAC XKe
SBUTBCA C U3BECTHEM O CMepTU bapsaTHMHCKOrO M 3a IOJIYy4EHUEM 3acCIy)KEHHOM Harpajabl, He
MOSIBWICA HU Ha CICAYIOIIUHN JCHb, HU 4Yepe3 HEACI0, HU 4epe3 MECSL U TOXKE, B CBOK O4epelb,
ucue3 0e3 BECTH, KaK HCYe3Jla €ro >KepTBa. DTO CTPAHHOE COBMAJAEHHE BHymAno Jlonropykomy
MBICJIb, 4YTO AHTPOIBIY OOMaHYJ €ro, YTO OH Mpeaynpeasl bapaTHHCKOTO 0 MECTH C €ro CTOPOHBI
1 4To BapsaTHHCKUI MPOCTO CKPBIICS IO MOPHI 10 BPEMEHH, @ COBCEM HE YOUT.

W yem nanee 1o Bpems, TeM cuiibHee yoexxaancs Anekceidi MuxaillioBud B CBOEM CTpAaHHOM
nono3peHnr. OH BO BCEM HaXOAWJ INOATBEP)KAEHUE ATOM cBOed Mblcau. M1 B ToMm, 4TO cTapuk
BapsTuHCKHN, HACTOJBKO YK€ ONMPAaBUBIIMICA OT pa30OMBIIEro OBLJIO €ro mapajinya, 4YTo K HeMy
CHOBAa BEPHYJICS T'OJIOC, HE MIPECIIEayeT ero OoJblIe, KaK TOT0 MOKHO ObUIO OXHJIaTh; U B TOM, YTO
OH JJa’ke He MpoOOBaJ JKAIOBAThCS HAa HEro Lapio; U B ToM, 4To CeHsBUH U BenbsIMHHOB 10 CHX
Mop eIé He MpeKpaIiaiTd CBOUX PO3BICKOB, CTANO OBITh, OHU HAJESUIHCh, 4TO Bacunmii MarBeeBud
HE 1oTuo0.

B 10 e camoe BpeMs Anekceil MuxaillioBUu HUKaK HE MOT OTHENAThCS OT CBOCH JIOOBHU K
KHsDKHE PymHHMIIKOW, HEMHOTo OBLIO 3arjioxmieil B TO Bpemsi, KOTJAa OH M3MBIIULUT MECTh JUIs
CBOErO COIIEPHUKA, U TENEPb BCIBIXHYBIIEH C HOBOU CUIION.

B neiicTBUTENBHOCTH OH, KOHEYHO, HU HA MUHYTY HE MepecTaBall JJIOOUTh KHSDKHY AHHY. OTa
m000Bb cOrpeBajiia ero 4€pcTBOE Cepiale M B TO K€ caMoe BpeMsi Obula il HEero JOHENb3s
MYYHUTEIbHBIM YyBCTBOM, TaK Kak OH OB BIOJHE yBepeH, 4yTo AHHa BacunbeBHa HUKOrJa He
MOJIFOOHUT €ro, HUKOTIa HE COTJIACUTCS JOOPOBOJIBHO BBIMTHU 3a HETO, U BCE-TaKH, HECMOTPS Ha 3Ty
YBEpEHHOCTh, OH CTPACTHO >KeJlan O0JIaaHusl KHSKHOW AHHOW, XOTeNl BO YTOOBI TO HU CTaJlo
3aCTaBUTh €€ BBIMTH 3a Ce0S M C KAKUM-TO MYYHTEIbHBIM HACIaKICHHUEM BBI3BIBAT B CBOEM
BOOOpPaXCHUU KapTUHBI OyylIero OJakeHCTBa, KOTJa MOJIoiast IeByIIKa Oy/IeT B €ro BIacTH.

«Ilyctp OHa MeHs He JIOOUT, — TOBOPHI OH ce0e, — MYCThb HEHABUAUT Jake, MHE 3TO
COBEPLIEHHO BCE PaBHO. Sl X04y TOJBKO €€, U MHE HET jena 10 €€ qymu!»

B »THX cioBax BbUIMBaJach BCsS €r0 3BEpcKas HaTypa, BCs NOLIJIOCTh Xapakrepa. Ajekceil
MuxaiinoBud ObUT OHUM M3 TaKUX JIIOJEH, KOTOPHIX HE B COCTOSHUU TPOHYTh CTpaJaHue Jaxe
CaMoro JIIOOMMOTO YeJIOBEKa, M KOTOPBIA ISl YAOBJIETBOPEHUS CBOMX IOPOYHBIX HHCTHHKTOB
CrocoOeH Jaxke Ha mpectyrieHue. JIFoOoBb K KHSODKHE AHHE Jake Hellb3s ObIJIO Ha3BaTh JIFOOOBBIO
B MCTUHHOM 3HAYEHHUHU 3TOTO CJIOBA. DTO ObLia MPOCTO AMKas MOXOTJIMBAsl CTPAcTh, BO30OYKAEHHAsS
NPEMATCTBUSIMA J0 CaMbIX BBICIIMX MpefenoB. JTo ObUla Kakas-TO JIIOOOBHAs Tropsdka, B
MapoKCU3Me KOTOPOH 4eloBeK criocoOeH pa3ouTh M CBOIO TOJIOBY, CIIOCOOCH 3aAyLIUTh U TOTO, KTO
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onaaETcs eMy B PyKH.

Korna mononoii Jloaropykuid y3Hai, 4To KHsDKHa AHHa OOJIbHA, YTO OHA XyzeeT, OJeHeeT u
C KaXJIBIM MPOXKHUTHIM JHEM MPUOIMKAETCS K MOTHIIEe, — B HEM IPOCHYJIACh HE JKaJIOCTh K HEl, He
COYKaJICHHE O TOM, YTO OH pa30WiI JIep3HOBEHHOH pyKoH e€ cyacThe, — HET, B HEM BCIBIXHYJA
00513Hb, YTO MOJIO/Iasl IEBYILIKA MOYKET YCKOJIb3HYTh M3 €r0 BJIACTH, YTO M3 €ro OOBATHI, C )KaTHBIM
CJIAIOCTPACTUEM IPOTSIHYTHIX K HEH, €€ BBIPBET y HETO CMEPTh, U UTO €MY HE yIaCTCs MOTECIIUTHCS
HaJl CBOEH KEPTBOMU.

W B Takue MHUHYTHI OH OBUT B COBEPLICHHOM OTUYassHUU. TO OH XOTesl OpOCUThCS K CTapHKaM
PymHUIIKMM ¥ Ha KOJIEHSIX YMOJIATH MX OTJAaTh 33 HEro HECYACTHYIO KHSKHY, TO, YOEXKIasicCh B
HEJIETIOCTU 3TOTO IJIaHA, OH M3MBIILISUT CIIOCOOBI TIOXUTUTH MOJIOAYIO JIEBYIIKY, TO Opocajcs Ha
KOJICHU Tiepe]; 00pa3oM U B IJIAMEHHOM MOJIMTBE MPOCKIT Y HeOa 30pOBbs Uil OSTHOM KHSDKHBI, U
HE IIOTOMY, 4YTO OH >KaJIell €€, a TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, 4TO €€ CMEPTh MOIJa Pa3pyLIUuTh BCE €0 AUKUE
Hazexapl. Ho He60 He mpuHMMano ero MoauTB. CBATHIE ClIOBa 3aMHUpPajHM Ha ero rybax, cepaue
ObUIO COBEPIICHHO IYCTO, U OH BCKaKUBAJI C KOJICH, TIOJHBIN OTUASHUS U TSHKENBIX MYYHUTEIbHBIX
JyM.

[TpocuTh pykH KHSKHBI ObIIO HeMbICIMMO. OH HHYEro He MOT JKIaTh, KPOME IO30PHOTO
0TKa3a, He TOJBKO MOTOMY, YTO OHA €ro He JI0OWIa, HO U MOTOMY, YTO €r0 CYUTAIN BUHOBHHKOM
rubenu bapsitunckoro.

OcTtaBanock TOJIBKO OJHO: MOXUIIeHUE. [IOXUTUTH MOJIOIYIO KHSKHY ObUIO OYEHb HEJETKO.
Omna HUKyJla HE BBIXO/IMJIA TEMEPh U3 IOMA, a YBE3TH €€ OTTy/Aa ObUIO MPOCTO HEMBICIUMO.

Ho, ocranoBuBIINCE HA 3TOM perieHnu, Anekceit MuxaiiioBuu He Tepsil HaIeK/Ibl Ha TO, YTO
eMy yJacTcsl KakuM Obl TO HU ObLIO crtocoO0M 3aMaHuTh AHHY BacuiibeBHY B 3amajiHio.

— Tonbko OBl BEIMAHHUTH €€ U3 IoMa, — TOBOPHJI OH, — a TaM sl yBe3y e€ Tak JajeKo, 4To
HUKTO HE HaWJET HAIUX CIIEOB.

Ho neficTBoBaTh 01HOMY OBLIIO HEBO3MOYKHO, M HEBO3MOKHO TJIaBHBIM 00pa3oM MOTOMY, UTO
HE MOT X€ OH OJIMH, B CaMOM JieJie, M 3aCTaBUTh KHSDKHY BBIUTH Kyna-HHOyIb Ha MPOTYIKY, U
3aXBaTUTh €€ BPACIUIOX, U YBE3TU Kylda-HUOYb. [lJis 3TOro HyXHbI OBLIM IMOMOIIHUKHU, M MPEXKIE
BCETO HY)KHO OBLIO OTBICKATh HX.

EuHCTBEHHBIN YeI0BEK, Ha KOTOPOTo Aliekceld MUXaiIoBUY MOT BIOJIHE TIOJIOKUTHCS, OBLI,
KOHEYHO, AHTpOIbIY, HO AHTpomnblYa He ObLIO. AHTpOIbIY Hcue3 Oeccnenno, U bor Bects, rae
Tenepp Haxoawicsa. 3HAa4MT, AHTpOINbIYa CYUTaTh ObUIO Heyero. Ho Obun emé oauH CyOBEeKT, O
KOTOPOM Temepb BCHOMHMII MOJoA0M Jlonropykuil. 310 ObUI OJUH U3 JABOPOBBIX €ro OTIA,
Mouiofioi napeHb. COBEpIIEHHO CilydaiiHO AJiekceil MuxailloBUY NpeBpaTHII €0 B CBOETO BEPHOTO
paba, u30aBUB €ro OT TSHKEIOrO HaKa3aHWs, KOTOPOMY JOJKHBI OBLIM MOJBEprHyTh HUKHTY 1O
IIPUKA3AHUIO CTAPOTO KH34.

HukuTta npoBuHHICS B 4€M-TO M HU 32 YTO HE XOTENl MPOCUTH MPOIICHUsS, CUUTas ceOs
HEBUHOBHBIM. JTO IJIYIO€ YHNOPCTBO YyTh HE CTOWJIO €My >KHM3HM. Muxaumn Bnagumuposud,
BOOOIIIE OOpaIIaBUIMIiCS MSTKO CO CBOMMH JIIOJBMH, BCIEICTBHE TaKOTO YIOPCTBA CTPAIIHO
B30enenmwica. OH npukazan 3anopoTb HUKUTKY 10 cMmepTH, 1 HUKHTKY, KOHEYHO, 3amopoju Obl,
ecnmi Obl 3a HEro He BCTymwics Alnekceii MUXailIoBUY W HE BBIIPOCHI €My IMPOIIECHUE Y
paccep:keHHOro oruna. Muxaun BiuagumMupoBud OTMEHWII CBOE JKECTOKOE IIPUKA3aHUE, HO II0J
HETMPEMEHHBIM yCIOBHEM, 4ToObl HukuTka yOupascs 0ol ¢ ero ria3 Ha oOpoK M HHKOT/a He
CMEJl MOSBIATHCA HU B OJHOM €ro IOMECTbE, U TEM Ilau€ Ha MOCKOBCKOM aBope. KoHeuHo,
Huxurka He KIan Tako MWIOCTH, U KOTla €My U3 KHSDKECKOW KOHTOPBI BBIJAIM OTIIYCKHYIO, OH
npUIIEN B TOPHUILY K AJlekcero MuxaiaoBuuy, yrai Ha KOJICHH U, 00JIMBasICh ClIe3aMu, CKa3all:

— BoBek Bamielr 1oOpOTHI, Ballle CUATENBCTBO, He 3a0yny! OcuacTIUBMIM, MOKHO CKa3arTh,
o rpo6 xu3Hu! 1 ckakuTe BBl MHE TENEph, Ballle CUATENLCTBO: yMpH, Hukurtka! — ympy-c! cioa
He mpomouiBiio!.. Bo Bekn BekoB Baml pad, U €CM YTO MOHAJ0OUTCS, TOJBKO KIMY KIMKHUTE, —
W3-3a TPUAEBITH 3eMelb pubery-c!

N Bor sroro-ro HukuTky W BcmoMHMi Tenepb Ajekceit MuxaitmoBud. OH MOr OBITH
IIPEKPACHBIM MOMOIIIHUKOM B JI€JIe MOXUIIEHNs KHSDKHBI PynHunkoil. OcraBanaoch TOJBKO y3HATh,
r7Ie OH Temepb oOpeTaercs. JTO HE MPEACTABISUIO OOJNBIIOrO Tpy[a, MOTOMY YTO B JBOPHE Y
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HuxuTku OblTH 1pY3bs, KOTOPbIE HABEPHOE 3HAIOT 00 €ro MECTONPEObIBAHHH.

Anexcell MuxailloBU4 He CTall 1apoOM TEPATh BPEMEHU M TOTYAC K€ KPUKHYJ, NOJONAS K
JBEPHU:

— Epmonaii! nonu-ka cronal

B ropauiy Totuyac e BOEXai ero ciyra.

— Yr0 yroaHo, Bale CUSTENbCTBO? — CIIPOCUII OH.

— Tbl nomune HUKuTKY? — 06paruscs k Hemy Jlonropykuit.

— DT0 TOrO CcamMoro, KOTOphii Ha 0Opok ymén? [loMHI0, Kak He TOMHUTH! MBI, Yaii, ¢ HUM
CBONCTBCHHUKHU.

— Tax TbI, MOKET OBITh, 1aK€ 3HACIIIb, IJIe OH U HAXOIUTCA?

— Kak ke He 3HaTh! BecTtnmo, 3Haro.

— Taxk rae xe oH?

— B Mockse.

— A B KakoM Mecte?

— Jla Heganede oTcrona, 0113 AJIGKCEEBCKOr0, Ha MEJIBHUIIE B 3aCHIIIIUKAX KHBET.

— A MeIBHUIIA-TO Ybs, HE 3HACIIL?

— Kak He 3HaTh — 3Hat0. MenpHuIa THXOHOBCKASI.

Ha stom pasroBop oGopBaiics, a Ha Jpyroil JeHb paHO yTpoM Ajsiekceli MuXaiIoBHY Belen
oce/yaTh JIOMIAAh M OTHpaBmics no Tpourkoil nopore kK cemy AJEKCEeBCKOMY. YTpO ObLIO
Mopo3Hoe. JIErkuii nHei Oenoil meneHo nexan Ha OTOJEHHBIX CYUbsX JAEPEBHEB M CEPEOPUCTHIM
KOBpPOM TIOKPBIBAJ IOJIs, TSHYBIIMECS IO JIEBYIO CTOPOHY HO0poru. COJIHIIE TOJIBKO YTO BCTAlO U
rpOMagHBIM OarpoBbIM MSATHOM, KaK OYATO COBEPUICHHO IHUIIEHHBIM JydeH, IJIAIeN0 CKBO3b
TYMaHHYIO JbIMKY, 3aTSHYBIIYIO TOPU30HT.

BoTt Banm nokasanuck cocHsl apemydero CoxonpHHYEcKoro 6opa. Jlopora nmomnuia meanHoi
yepes3 Jec, W ropsdas Jomaab TO M JEJI0 CHOTBIKAJIACh HAa 3MEECBUIHBIX KOPHSAX JIE€PEBLEB,
BBUIE3IINX HA MOBEPXHOCTh 3€MJIM. 3]I€Ch CTOsUIa Mpoxiyaja. Pe3kuil BeTep, HIyMEBIIUN B BETBSX
JIECHBIX BEJIMKAHOB, TO U JIeJI0 Opocan B JUIO J[oJropykoMy MOKPYIO MbUIb. 3BOH JIOIIAJWHBIX
[IOJKOB T'yJIKO pa3laBaliCi B JICCHOM THIIWHE, U TYJIKOE 3XO IOBTOPSUIO €ro IO HECKOJIBbKY pas,
3amupas T1e-TO BAAJIU, B CaMOH 4allle, Ky/a, Ka3ajaoCh, COBCEM HE IPOHUKAJI THEBHOM CBET.

Anekceli MuXalJOoBHY IOJIHOIO TPYAbIO BIbIXall B ceOs CBEKUH MOPO3HBIA BO3IYX W,
COBEPIIICHHO OpOCHB TOBOMbBS, MPEIOCTABIII TOJHEHIIYI0 BOJIIO JIOMIAAH, OekaBIed MeNKon
peiciioii. OH IpeaBajcs CBOMM JyMaM, HE JaBaBIIUM €My HU HA MUHYTY ITOKOSI.

«Jla ¢ momonibto HUKUTBI, — Mymai oH, — 51 )KHUBO 00jemnaro 370 aeno. OH napeHb, KaKeTcs,
CMBIIIEHBIH. .. Kak-HUOYb BBIMaHUM e€ U3 JJoMa, a TaM B KHOMTKY — M IOMUHAM Kak 3Banu!»

«A ecny OHa He BBIHECET NOTPSACEHUs Ja MOMPET? — BAPYT Ipope3ajna ero MO3r CTpalHas
Mmbiciib. — Jla Het! He mosxker ObiTh! — ycrnokowi o cebs. — He ympér ke oHa, B camMoM Jiesie, He
Tak yX oHa ciaba. Moxer, ynaaér B oOMOpOK, — Hy, Ja Torna si €€ OTXOIUTh CyMEIO, JIUIIb Obl
OHa B MOM PYyKHU IOIIaa.

Jlomaaps CHOTKHYJIAch O Yepecuyp BBIIABIIMIICS KOPEHb M 3axparena. OTO 3aCTaBMJIO €ro
BEPHYTBbCS K JCUCTBUTEIBHOCTH. MBICIM, Kak CTas MCIYraHHBIX NTHUL[, pa3JIeTEIUCh, U OH
YIUBJIEHHO orysnencs kpyrom. Jlopora pasznsownack. HampaBo BuaHenach Tporma, yoerasiunas B
TIIyXyI0 Yamly, TJe TEMHas 3eJIeHb COCeH Ka3ajlach COBepIlIeHHO cuHei. HameBo mopora Gexxana B
ropy, M3-3a KOTOpoi Oenena LEpKOBHAs KOJIOKOJBHS C CHSBIIMM B JIydaX COJIHILIA, KaK 30JI0Tas
3BE3/104Ka, KpecTOM. HEMHOTO JieBee KOJIOKOJIBbHU YEPHEIU KPbUIbs BETPSIKA.

«J10MmKHO OBITh, 3TO ¥ €CTh TUXOHOBCKAsi MENIbHUIAY, — ToayMal Asiekceit MuxaimoBud.

W, mpummnopus jomaas, OH BO BECh ONOP noMuaics B ropy. HeMHoro He noesxas 1o cena,
HaBcTpeuy /[onropykoMy nomnajucs Kakou-To My»KU4O0K, CKUHYBIIMHI IIEPE] HUM CBOIO LIAIMYOHKY.

— Caymaii, m00e3HBbId, — TpUIepKHUBas JolIanb, oOpartwica K HeMmy AJekcei
Muxaiinosud, — rze TyT TuXoHOBCKast MeIbHULA?
— /la sBOHA! — TKHYJZ MY)KHMK PYKOM IO HaIlpaBJIEHHIO BeTpsika. — Wb, KpbUIbIMHU-TO

pa3maxanack. OHa camas u ectb. Ha Bcio okpyry ojHa.
— A Kak MHe K Hell Oinxe npoexats?
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Myxuk nnogyecall B 3aTbUIKE U CKa3all:

— Jla oHoO, rocynapb-0aTioiika, O0JbIIe Yepe3 Celo €314T, eKEIH C 3TOM CTopoHBl. BoT ¢
HanpynHoro, To4Ho, Ha He€ npsiMast JOpora.

— A npsIMO ITpo€exaTh HEIb34?

— llenmunoii-to? MoxHno. Kosiu nomians He yBsI3HET, noe3xai ¢ borom. ..

Anexcelt MuxaitiioBud OpoCHII My)KHKY KaKyl0-TO MEJIKYIO MOHETY U ITyCTHII JIOIIab PHICHIO
4yepes BCIIaXaHHOE I10JIE, @ Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT MOABE3KaN YK€ K MEIbHULIE.

BerpsAk Tak myMen KpbUIbSIMHM II0J BETPOM, 4YTO AK€ 3arjiylla]l 3THUM IIYMOM CTYK
’KEPHOBOB, MOTPSCABIINX BCIO €I0 CTPOUKY IIOYTHU A0 OCHOBaHUs. MenpHULIA Ka3aaach He MEPTBBIM
JEPEBSHHBIM CPyOOM, a TOYHO KUBBIM CYIIECTBOM, JIBIIIABIINM B TaKT MEPHON paboTe TSHKEIBIX
KAMHEHd UM THEBIMBO UIYMEBIIMM Ha KakOrO-TO HEBEIOMOIO Bpara CBOUMH KpbUIbSIMU,
BEPTEBIIUMHUCSA C TAKOH CHUJION, YTO OHU CIUBAIKCH B OBICTPO BPAIIaBIIEECS KOJIECO.

Jlonropykuid 0CTaHOBMJI JIOLIA/Ib OKOJIO CAMOTr'0 BX0J1a Ha MEJIBHHUILY, CJIE3 C CeJIa U, MOJI0U I
K BOpPOTaM, OKa3aBIIMMCS Ha 3al0pe, HECKOJIBKO pa3 mocTy4an B HUX. CTyK ero ycislllald O4eHb
ckopo. He mponuio u MHUHYTBI, KaKk BOpOTa OTBOPUJIMCb, U MOJIOAOW MAapeHb, C HOI 0 T'OJIOBBI
0OCBITIaHHBIN MYKOM, BBITJISIHYJ HAPYKY.

DTOT mapeHs ObLT HE KTO MHOM, kKak HukuTa.

— Bamre cuATenscTBO! — BOCKJIMKHYJ OH, BCIUIECHYB PYKaMHU M KJIAHSSCh UyTh HE JI0 3€MIIU
Hoaropykomy. — Bot He xaain s Takoil pagoctu-to! [la uro sxe y Bopot-To ctoute? Iloxkanyiite Ha
MeJbHHULY. 5] ¥ JomaaKy Bauly 110 HaBeC IOCTABIIIO.

W oH cxBaTtwiics, yKe 3a y34y JOLIAH.

— Ilocroii! — ocranoBun ero Jlonropykuit. — Tbl 4TO 31€CH — OJUH?

— Ectp emé menbHuk, Konapatom 3BaTh, a BBl €T0, Ballle CUATEILCTBO, U HE yBUIUTE. OH
TeIlepb HaBEPXY Ha Ky30Bax CTOHUT.

— Hy Bcé-taku OH MHe momermath MokeT. Mbl Jydmie ¢ To0oi 37ech MOToJIKyeM. Thl He
3a0BLI, 4TO Tl MHE CKa3aJl, KOT/Ia OT HAC B OOPOK yXO U ?

— YTo BB, Ballle CHATEILCTBO, KaK MOXKHO 3a0bITh! Bo Beku BekoB Balry 100poTy He 3a0yay!

— W He oTka)kenbCsl MHE B OHOM JIE€JIE IOMOYb?

— [la pa3pa3u mens ['ocrioapb, koab oTkaxych! CkazaHo — Bam ciyra. lIpukaxkure xoTh B
OTOHb, XOTb B BOAY JI€3Th, — I0JIE3Y!

— BoT s x Tebe notomy u npuexan. HykHa MHE TBOSI MOMOIIIb, HY>)KEH MHE TaKOH YeJIOBEK,
4TOOBI BCE, UTO s CKaXYy, caenal. 3a Harpaaou, Hukura, st He mocTo}lo.

Hukurtka naxe pykamu 3amaxai.

— Yo BBI, Ballle CUATENHCTBO! — BOCKJIMKHYN OH. — J[a HemTo 310 Bo3MokHO! /la 51 y Bac B
TaKoOM JOJTY HEOTUTATHOM, UTO U 0e3 BCAKHUX Harpaj Bcé caemnaro!

— Hy nagro. O6 3ToM MOTOM pasroBop OyIeT, a Teneph CIyIIai. . .

Ho Jlonropykuii He ycren cka3zaTh OOJbIle HH OJHOTO ciioBa. OH COBEPIIEHHO CIy4YaiiHO
B3TJIsIHYNT Ha HUKUTY M BIPYr B3IPOTHYJ BCEM TEJIOM, MOOJIEAHEN KaK CMEPTh M CO CTpPAIIHBIM
HEHUCTOBBIM KPUKOM OTLIATHYJICS Ha3a.l.

Czagun Huxutku, B mpoJsi€Te BOPOT OH YBUAEN OJielHOE HCXyJanoe JIMIOo KHs3s Bacunms
MarseeBuya bapsatunckoro...

Mnasa IV
CyactnuBbIN criyyamn

BapsiTuHCcKOrOo crmac oT HEM30eKHOW CMEpPTH TOJIOKUTENBHO CYACTIMBBIN ciydail. Ynpap,
HaHecE€HHBIN eMmy Cenbkoit Kocapém, koHeuHO, yOui Obl €ro Ha MecTe, ecii O y HEro Ha TOJIOBE He
66110 [IpeoOpakeHCKOTo MOSIPKOBOTO TPEyXa, 3HAUUTENILHO ociabuBIiero cuiy ynaapa. Ho Bcé xe
3TOT yAap ObUI Tak CHJIEH, YTO OH HE TOJIBKO OIIEIOMMUI €ro, JIMIIMI 4yBCTB, HO M BBI3BAJ JIaXKe
COTpsICEHUE MO3Ta.

U Mursii, 1 CeHbKa COWIN €ro YOUThIM U IOTOMY HE CTaIH «IIPUKAHYHUBATHY, TEM 00Jiee 4To
UM OBUIO Temephb yxke He 10 Hero. MM emé mpeacTosuio Mo3aHAThCS AHTPOIBIYEM, TOTYAC Ke
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HabpocuBIMMcs Ha bapsTHHCKOrO0, KOT/1a TOT yrad.

Cnavana u Mursii, u CeHbKa MOMOTaJM pa3feBaTh OECUyBCTBEHHOTO, Ka3aBLIETOCH
Oe3lpIXaHHbIM, oO¢uIlepa, HO KOrJAa AHTPONBIY COpPBaj HAKOHEIl 3aBETHBIM MOSIC C 30JI0TOH
HA4YMHKOM, OHU MPUCTYIIIN K HEMY.

— A 910 yTO 32 mTyKa? — cnpocusl CeHbKa.

— Jla TaK, MosiCOK HEMYAPSIIUH, — HEBUHHO OTO3BAJICS CTApbIi pa300HUK.

— Tak 4T0 X, YTO HEMYAPSIIUN, — 3aMeTHJI MUTSIi, — MBI B €r0 JyBaHUTh OyaeM 14,

— 3aueM ero AyBaHUTb, — BO3pa3wil AHTPONBIY. — BBl €ro y MHE yCTYyIIUTE.

N Murtsit u CeHbKa pacXx0XOTalHCh.

— Wb, xakoii npickiit!.. Jla HeOoch B HEM Bce UEPBOHIIH. . .

— Kakue uepBonisl! Huuero B HéM Het. Tpsinka, 1 00JibIIe HUYETO. ..

W ¢ 3TMH c10BaMHU CTapUK MPUHSIICS IpOXKAIUMU PyKaMU 3allUXUBATh MOSC 32 Na3yXy.

Ho 310 emy He ynanocs.

Mutaii cxBatun mnosic 3a oauMH KoHel, CeHbka — 3a JApyroi, W, Kak AHTpPOIbIY HU
COIPOTHBIISJICS,, OHU BBIPBAJIM y HETO 3TY 3aBETHYIO AJIS1 CTApPOro LIyTa BELIUILY, BCIIOPOIN HOMXKOM,
HEBEJIOMO OTKyJa OUyTHBIIMMCS B pykaxX y CeHbKH, — U YEPBOHILIBI, OJIECHYBIINE MPU TYCKIOM
CBETE JIYUHMHBI OCJICTIUTENILHO SPKUM OJECKOM, CO 3BOHOM MOCHINAINCH HA TOJ, TOYHO 30J0THIM
OpPEO0JIOM OKpYKasi HETIOABUKHYIO F'OJIOBY HECUACTHOrO bapsTuHCKOTO.

— Oto mou uepBoHIbI! Mou! — 3aBomun AHTpombld. — Y Hac, 4aii, yroBop Obur. Bcé
OepuTte, a 9TO HE TPOHBTE. .. ITO BCE MOE.

W on O6pocuiics Ha KOJIGHHU U, TI0J13as1 TI0 TOJTY, CTaJl OIOUPATh KEJITEBIINE MOHETHI.

MuTsii pe3Ko cXBaTHJI €r0 32 BOPOT U MOYTH HACWJIBHO IIOJIHSJI HAa HOTH.

— Ilocroii, cTapslii AbsiBOJ! — KPUKHYNI OH, 3J00HO CBepKas ria3amMu. — ThI 4TO 3TO,
HaJyBaTh Hac cTay?

I'onoc Mutss 3Bydail Tak rpo3HO, 4YTO AHTPOIBIY Cpa3y MOHSUI, YTO AEJO0 HEJAAHO. A B3I,
OpomeHHbli M Ha CeHBbKY, ¢ CaMOil eXUIHOW YIBIOKOW MOTJIAXKMBABILIETO MalbIlaMHU JIEBOU PYKH
HOX, TOYHO NMPOOYsl €ro OCTPOTY, OKOHYATEIBHO YOEANI €ro, 4YTo €ro COTOBAPHUIIH YTO-TO IPOTUB
HEro 3aMbIIUISIOT.

AHTpOIIBIY cpa3y NEPEMEHUIICS B JIULIE U CJIE3JIUBBIM I'0JIOCOM IIPOTOBOPUIL:

— Jla uTo BBI 3TO, OpaTibl! YK HEYXKTO S M HA CAMOM JieJie HEXPUCTh... Yaii, s He 3Hal, 4TOo
TYT KPYXOUKH. .. KaObl 3HaJ, HEIITO 5 OT AyBaHa OTKaXYCh... JlyBaHbTE IO YECTH.

— A, Tenepb «ayBaHbTe»! — pacxoxorancs Cenbka. — Wb, crapas kodepra, OOMUILYIHTb
Hac 3amblciuil. Hy na Bpéiib, — He Ha TAKOBCKUX Haral.

— V Hac 3a oOMaH pacmpaBa KOpOTKa! — yrproMo NMOATBEpAuS U MUTSH U NPUABUHYICS K
IpoXaBiIieMy AHTPONIBIYY BCEM CBOMM MOTYYHUM TEJIOM.

OTH c0Ba CIOBHO 000K AHTponblya. B HEM mpocHynack crpacTHas skaxaa )Xu3HH. JKutb
BO 4TO OBl TO HH CTajo, XOTS OBl JJIS 3TOTO MPHUIUIOCH MOAHATH Ha HOTU BCE CENo, BBIIATH C
TOJIOBOIO U Ce0sI, U CBOMX COOOIIHUKOB, U J{0JITOpYyKOTO. ..

W oH 0gHUM NPBIKKOM OYYTHJICS Y IBEPU U C TPOMKUM, OTUAsTHHBIM KPUKOM PacIaxHYyIl e€.

— Cnacure! Pexxyr! — 3aopain on Oarum MaToMm.

Emé MraoBenbe — M OH 04yTHIICS ObI Ha JBOPE M CBOMM HEHCTOBBIM KPHUKOM MPOOYHi ObI
BCIO OKpYTY.

Ho Cenbka He 3eBan. Kak komika, Opocuics OH Ha HEro, CHIIbHOM PYKOW CXBaTHIJI €ro 3a
rOpJIO U BTAIWJI Ha3aja B U30y.

— Yero opémib! — s3BUTENBHBIM MIENOTOM cKa3zasl oH. — Emé He 3ape3anu... Bot Tenepb
OpH, CKOJIBKO BIIE3€T.

W on Bcagun B rpyab AHTpOIIbIYA HOK, KOTOPBIHA BCE BpEMS AepKall B PyKE.

Crapplii pa300iHUK 3axpumen M ¢ MOJAaBIEHHBIM CTOHOM T'POXHYJICS Ha TOJ, 3ajuBasi BCE
KPYroM KpoBbIO, ((OHTAaHOM OMBIIEH U3 PaHBI.

14 JyBaH — y pa300HHUKOB, Ka3aKOB M BOOOIIIEC BOJNEHUIIBI — CXOJAKA LIS JeTIeKa JOOBIIH.

67



— Tyna cobake u gopora! — xmypo OypkHYIT MuTsit ¥ TOTOM KpUKHYI: — Dif, 6a0sé! Byne
BAJATHCA-TO... MBI BOT KaCaTUKOB-TO B Yallly CTaIllMM, a BBl TYT BCE 3aMOMTe, 4T00 3TON MoraHon
KpPOBH H CJI€a HE OCTAaBAJIOCh. ..

UYepe3 HECKOJIBKO MHHYT I10 3a/laM HAImpyIHHMHCKMX HM30 MEIJIEHHO Ipoexajia TeJera, Ha
nepeaKe KOTOPOM, MENaHXOJMYEeCKH IocackiBasg TpyOouky, cuaen Mwursaid. Oxosio Jormanay,
OLLYIbIBAsl NAJIKOW HEBUJIHYIO B HOYHOM MIJIE A0pory, marai CeHbka.

Korpa tenera Bpexana B poury, CeHbKa 3arOBOPHUIL:

— A KyJna MbI ux Opocum?

— Jla kyna-HuOy/p mojane, — XJIaJHOKPOBHO O0TO3BasICss MHUTSH.

— Crano, Ha AJIEKCEEBCKYIO MEXKY...

— Crano, Tyna.

N onu cHOBA 3aMoT4aIIN.

Kpyrom crosina mMEprBas TUIIMHA, KOTOPYIO M3pENKa Hapyllalud TOJbKO HEACHBIE Iojoca
HOYH, CJIOBHO JIOHOCHUBIINECS U3 Yallly, TUXOE P’KaHbE JIOIIAN J1a CKPUII TEJIEKHBIX KOJIEC. ..

Ho uewm panbiie yrimyOusiach Tenera B JIECHYIO Yallly, TeM TIIyIlle U TIIyIle CKpUIenu Kouéca,
TEM THIIE CIBIIATIOCH JIOMAANHOE (BIPKAHbE. . .

Hakoner HOYHas TUIIMHA COBCEM IOTJIOTUIIA UX, U TOJIBKO LIIYM B BETBSX JIECHBIX BEJIIMKAHOB,
CJIOBHO HESICHBIM HIENOT, HApYyIIal 3Ty HEMYIO TUIIb. ..

Crapeiii Kongpar, ObIBIINH MeNIbHUKOM Ha THXOHOBCKOM BETpSIKE, IMOJIb30BAJICSA TYPHOIO
CJIaBOIO BO Bcell AslekceeBCKOW okpyre. Ero Ha3pIBanu KOJITYHOM.

CaM MeNbHUK M HE CTapaics OClapuBaTh CJIOKMBILIYIOCS 0 HEM HapoAHyo MoiBy. Kazanocs,
OH JJa’Ke BIIOJIHE JIOBOJIEH OBbLIT TeM OOS3IUBBIM YBaXKEHHUEM, C KAKMM OTHOCHIIUCH K HEMY COCEIH, U
HEpEeIKO, KOTJla Ha ceje Koro-HuOy/Ib 3axBaThiBajia XBOpb, KOHIpAaT HE OTKa3bIBAJICA MOCETHTH
XBOPOT'0, MPUHOCA C COO0I0 TO HACTOWKY KAaKUX-TO TPaB, TO KAaKME-TO MAaciulla, KOTOPHIMH OH H
[I0JIb30BAJl HEAYXKHBIX. U ciaydanock MHOM pa3, 4TO XBOpb, 3aXBaTUBILIAS YEIOBEKA, I101ABAJIACh
€ro «BEIOBCTBY», M 00 €ro 3HaxapcTBe Oekaja TpOMKas CllaBa, CHeNaBIlas UMsS MeEJIbHUKA
M3BECTHBIM Ha MHOTHE JECITKH BEpCT BoKpyr. Ho, HeEcMOTps Ha To, yTo KoHApaT HUKOMY CBOMM
KOJIIOBCTBOM HE MPHHOCHI Bpelda, a CKOpee JAake OKaszbIBal IMOJb3y, — €ro Bce OOsUIUCH.
Berpewasice ¢ HUM Ha paccBeTe, KOrJa OH BO3BpAaIlAJICd C TAaMHCTBEHHBIX JIECHBIX IPOTYIOK,
poOKHE MYKHUKH XOTS M OTBEHIMBAJIM €My HHU3KHE, YyTh HE J0 3€MJIM, MOKJIOHBI, HO TOTYAC e
CIELIWIN OTIUIIOHYTHCS B JIEBYIO CTOPOHY M LIENTAIN, TAKOM KPECTACH:

— CB4T, cBAT... [la BockpecHeT bar, u pacrouarcs Bpasu Ero...

W BOT omH@XIbl, TOYTH OMTKOM HAOMB CBOW MEIIOK pPa3HbIMHU KOpPEHIKAMH U TpaBaMH,
crapbelii Konzapar xoten yxe BO3Bpallarbcs JOMOM, KOrJa €ro 30pKHe, OCTphIE€ IJla3a yHajld Ha
4T0-TO Oesoe, BUHEBIIEECS HA JIHE TITyOOKOTO OBpara.

Buepa, xorma oH mpoxoauia MHUMO JTOTO OBpara, OH HMYEro He 3aMeTwI. Takoe CTpaHHOe
SBJICHHE 3aUHTEPECOBAIO CTAapOro0 MEJIbHUKA, U OH, MPUACPKUBASACH 32 KYCThl OOSPBHIINIHUKA W
MaJIMHHUKA, TYCTO Pa3pOCIIErocs Mo 0oJjiee MoJ0roMy CKIOHY, CITYCTUJICS B OBpAr.

KakoBo jxe ObUIO ero M3ymyIeHHE M yXac, KOrja OH YBHJEN 3/eCh JBa YEIOBEYECKHUX Tea.
OpnuH ObUT MOJIOJION, KPAaCUBBIN YETIOBEK; APYroi — APSIXJIbII CTapUK, CIUIONIb 3AIUTHIA KPOBBIO.

3T0 ObUIM AHTPOTIBIY U BapsATHHCKHIA.

— Bor Tak mtyka! — BockinkHyn Kongpar. — Kto % 3T0 Takoe ymyzapuics cienarb?!

AnTponbId OblT yxe MEPTB. JKU3HD JABHO yXKe, OUEBUHO OTJIETENa U3 ero Teia, HOTOMY UTO
TPYII COBEPILIECHHO 3aKOYEHE.

Ho Bapstunckuii 6611 emé sxuB.

Konzpar npuciymancs K ero cepAily: OHO XOTsI U OUeHb ¢1a00, HO BCE-Taku OUIIOCH.

«Hy nanHo, cepaenHpiii, — noayma cTapuk. — Mbl T€Osl BBI3BOJIUM. . .»

W cTapuk TOpOIUIMBO BHIOpACs U3 OBpara, OTIPABUJICS Ha MEJBHUILY, B3sJ ¢ co00it Hukutky
Y, BEpHYBIINCh C HUM BMECTE€ K POKOBOMY MECTY, MepeHEc OecuyBCTBEHHOTro bapsTHHCKOro Ha
MEJbHUILY, 3anpeTUB HUKHUTKE CTpOro-HACTpOro KoMy Obl TO HU OBLIO TOBOPUTH O CBOEH HAXOJIKe.

On nonoxwi Bacunus MaTtBeeBuya B CBOEM MaJIEHBKOW KaMOpKE, IPONUTAHHON HACKBO3b
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3araxoM CYIIEHBIX TPaB, LEIbIMU IIyYKaMHU Pa3BELIaHHBIX HA NOTOJIKE U CTEHAX.

IlepBeiM aenom, koHeuHO, KoHapaT cTayl mpUBOAMUTH €r0 B YYBCTBO, HO 3TO €MY JOJIO HE
ynaBanock. Hakonerl k Beuepy aApyroro 1Hs bapaTuHCKuil riyO0oKO B3IOXHYI, MOIIEBEIBHYICS U
3aroBopui. Ho ¢ mepBbIX K€ CII0B, CKa3aHHBIX UM, CTapbli 3HaXaph TOTYAC K€ MOHSUI, YTO €CIIU EMY
U YAaJOCh BBI3BaTh CBOETO OOJIBHOTO M3 COCTOSIHUS MEPTBEHHOTO OIICTICHEHHS], TO 3TO HE 3HAYUT,
4yT0 OOJIe3Hb YK€ MPEKpaTWIach M YTO HECYACTHBIA crmacéH oT cMmepTu. Hamportus, 6osie3Hb
NpUHSATIa Takylo (opMmy, KoTopas ycrpammia crtapuka. Y bapstunckoro nHawancs Open. O
BBIKPUKHMBAJl KaKHe-TO HEMOHATHBIC, HECBS3HBbIE ()pa3bl, OH TO ropell, Kak B OTHE, TO Jie/leHel
XO0JIOZIOM CMEpTH, TO BCKakUBall, Kak OyaTO cTapasich yOexaTb OT KaKUX-TO I'PO3HBIX MPU3PAKOB,
HACTYMABIIUX HAa HEro, TO C THUXUM IIaueM OeCCHIIBHO Majajl HaB3HWYb U JIeXKaJl, HE JBHUTasCh,
CJIOBHO HE JIbIIIIA, TAXKE LIEIIbIE YaChI.

Crapplif METbHUK MTPOCH)KHUBAJ OKOJIO CBOETO OOJILHOTO IIENBIMU AHSAMH, TaKe U TI0 HOYaM He
OTXOJHMJI OT €ro MOCTENH, MPEKPATHB COBCEM CBOM JecHble mporynku. OH nepernpoboBan Ha HEM
BCE CBOM CpE/CTBA, U HAKOHEIl Mecsma uepe3 aBa bapsaTuHckuil npumén B ceOs U TyMaHHBIM
B30pOoM orusizencst KpyroMm. CpeacTsa M CTapuKa WM IPOCTO CUIIbHAS MOJIOJasl HaTypa ojepraia
BepX B O0pbOe MEXy KHU3HBIO U CMEPTHIO, HO OH OBLJT HAKOHEI] CIIACEH.

Crapuk oOpanoBaics, Kak peOEHOK, M MPUTOTOBMJICS YK€ OTBEYaTh Ha OECUMCIICHHBIC
BOIIPOCHI, KOTOpbIE, 10 €ro MHEHHIO, JOJDKEH ObLI 3a/aTh €My MOJIOJION 4YeJOBEK, — U BJIPYT
UCIYTaHHO B3JPOTHYII.

BapsaTuHCKHMN Tisien Ha HEro TaKUM TYIBIM, OECCMBICICHHBIM B3IJISAJIOM, KOTOPBIA He
OCTaBJISJI HU MaJIEUIIEro COMHEHMS B TOM, YTO €CJIM OH HE MOTEPAI XKHU3HHU, TO, BO BCIKOM CIIydae,
MOTEPSAI pacCyIoK.

CoTpsiceHHE MO3ra, BBI3BAHHOE YAApOM M  OCJIOKHEHHOE CTpAlIHEHIIMM HEPBHBIM
MOTPSCEHUEM, INPEBPATUIOCH B IMOMEIIATENBCTBO, MPOTHUB KOTOPOIO CTapblii MEIBHUK HE 3HAI
HUKAKHX CPEJCTB.

— Bor tebe pa3! — rpyctHo mpomonBui Kouapar. — Bot tak Beuteum!.. [Tounraii, kaOb
3HaTh, YTO TaK KOHYMTCS, U TMOJB30BATh-TO €ro ObLJIO HE HYKHO. YTo 0e3 paccyaky >KUThb, YTO
IIOMEPETh — BCE €IMHCTBEHHO!

A BapATHHCKHUI MeX1y TeM MPHUIIOAHAJICS Ha JIOKTE, CHOBA OpPOCHII KpyroMm ceds TyMaHHBIH
B3IJIIJ U BAPYT POCTOHA:

— Cnacure, cnacure! S He xouy ymupars!.. Otnaiite MHe Moo AHmo! 3aueM Bbl MEHS
TaluTe B 3TOT orped? 3/1ech X0I0HO, ChIPo, Taako!.. I He Xouy cioaa, He Xouy!..

W oH 3akpbIBasl JIMLIO pyKaMHM U IYIVIMBO HNPHKUMAJCS K CTEHE, CIOBHO Yy HEE OTHICKUBAA
3alIUTy OT KaKUX-TO EMY OJHOMY BUAMMBIX Bparos, a IOTOM BAPYT BCKOYMJI, 3aX0OXOTaJ HEPBHBIM
HCTEPUUECKUM CMEXOM M 0€3 UyBCTB IPOXHYJICS Ha TOJ.

KoHpapar rasaen Ha HEro nevyaJbHBIM B30pOM U THXO MOKAa4yMBaJl TOJIOBOM, HE 3ameyas TOro,
KakK CJIE3bI BHIOECTAIOT M3 €ro IJ1a3 W Karisl M0 Karjle CKaThIBAIOTCS 10 €ro0 MOPIIMHHUCTBIM IIEKaM.
Tsokeno ObUIO CTapuKy BUAETH 3TY HAAJIOMIICHHYIO MOJIOJYIO JKH3Hb, MOTEPSBIIYIO CAMYIO
IJIaBHYIO OCHOBY CBOETO CYILLIECTBOBAHUS — Pa3yM.

Lenpiif mecsny mpomén Beieq 3a TeM, HO OH HE NpUHEC HU Maleimero oOyerdyeHus
Bbapstunckomy. Pa3Be Tosibko ocTpast popma, B Kakoi BBIPA3UIIOCH €r0 IOMEIIATENbCTBO B NIEPBbIC
IHU TIOCJI€ BBI3JIOPOBJICHHUS, NEpeluia Ternepb B 0ojee THUXYIO, CHOKOHHYI. OH MpOCHKUBAI
LEeNbIME THSIMHU B Kamopke KoHnpara, He IIEBeNsICh YacaMH U YCTPEMHUB OECCMBICIEHHBIA B30D
Ky#a-HuOyne B yroj. M3penka TONBKO, KOT/Ia HEMOJYHBIM CTYK J>KEPHOBOB IPHBIEKAI €ro
BHHUMAaHHE, OH BBIXOJWJI M3 KaMOPKH, NMpOOHpasics BHU3, T1e Habmronan 3a momojioM Konapar, u,
pOOKO YCEBIINMCh Ha TPYyAY MEIIKOB, ONSATh-TAKHM 4yTh HE LEJIBIMH YacaMHU HPOCHKUBAI 3J1€Ch,
IIOYTHU HE MOoJaBasi IPU3HAKOB KU3HU.

Tonbko B camble mnocnenHue OHU Bacunuii MarBeeBUY pelIwics BBIXOJUTH BO JIBOP
MEJIbHUIIBI, MEJICHHO MPOXaXXUBAsICh MUMO aM0apoB M HMHOTJA MOJXOJs K BOPOTaM, KOTOpBIE
npenycMotrputenbHblii Konapar, OosBmmiics, 4to0 OH Kyaa-HUOynb He yOexal, MOCTOSHHO
JiepKaJl Ha 3a1ope.

Tax ObUTO U B TOT JICHBb, KOTJ]a HA MENBHUILY TIpuexan Asnekceit MuxaitnoBud J{oiropykwid.
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bapsartuHCcKkui BbIEN HA ABOP Kak pa3 B Ty MUHYTY, Koraa Hukurka orsopun Bopora. Jlo cux
IOp €My He Y/AaBajlocCh 3ariisiHYTh 3a 3a00p, U, KaK Bcerja ObIBaeT y CyMacUIeIIINX, €ro CTPAIIHO
TSHYJO XOTh OJTHUM IJIa3KOM B3IJISIHYTh, YTO TBOPHTCS TaM, 3a YEPTOU €ro 0OBIJICHHOTO KWibs. OH
MEJUICHHO, Ha LIBIITOYKaX IT0JKPAJCs K BOPOTaM, U BOT B 3TY-TO MUHYTY U yBUZEI ero Jloaropykui,
Cpasy Yy3HaBIIUK CBOETO CONEPHUKA M CTPAIIHO IEPEHyraBIIMKMCS 3TOMY IOSBICHUIO >KUBOIO
MeptBena. Ho nuuo lonropykoro, Ha kotopoe ynan B3risig Bacuins MaTBeeBuua, HE BBI3BAJIO B
ero 00JILHOM MO3Ty HU MaJIeHIlIero BOCHOMUHAHMUS, HE TPOU3BEJIO HA MaJICHIIIEH PEeaKIUH.

JloAaropykuii, CXBaTHBIIMKCS Yy)Xe ObUIO 3a IImary, BUAA, YTO BapATHHCKHI HE HpOsBIISET
HUKAaKUX BPaXKACOHBIX IEUCTBUIM, HEMHOTO YCIIOKOWJICSA M ObICTpO crmpocuid y HHUKUTKH, B CBOIO
ouepenib U YAUBUBILIETrOCs, U UCIIyraBLIerocs ucnyry Anekcess Muxainosuua:

— Kro TakoB? Otkyzna oH B3suica?

Hukutka ornsHysiCs Hazal H, YBHAEB 3a CBOCW chuHOW bapsTuHCKOTO, H0OPOIYIIHO
YIBIOHYJICS U OTBETHIIL:

— Drot-10? Jla BBI €r0 HEe OOHTECh, Ballle CUATEILCTBO! DTO TaK, HECYACTHEHBKHI, COBCEM
0e3yMHBII YyenoBek!

— Jla XT0 OH TaKou?

— A bor ero 3uaer! Ilogusn ero Konmgpar mecsua Tpu, mouuTail, Hazaa B Jiecy Ja U
NpUBOJIOK crofia. CTapuK-TO 3HAXapCTBOM MPOMBIILISAET. Jlodro ¢ HUM OMIICS, OKAa HE BBI3BOJIMIL
Hymanu, moMpéT, fa BOT He ioMep. Jla ToJabpKo coBceM 0e3 paccyka oKas3alcs. ..

«Tpu mecsua Hazan, — noayman Jlonropykuil. — OH, oH! n comHeBatbesa Hedero. Hy na
Teneps s ero He 0OrOCh, Temeph OH MHE He cTpamieH. Komu ym moTepsui, crano, Bcé paBHO 4YTO
MTOKOMHMK. 3aX04y HaJl HUM MIOTEUIUTHCS, TaK MOTEIIYCh BCIACTB!..»

W Bapyr nukas, aackasi MbICTb O1ecHylna Anekcero MuxaiaoBudy.

MlasaV
Apackasa Mbichnb

«A YTO, €CITU s €ro 3acTaBiI0 ObITh CBUJETEIEM MOXUIICHUS KHSKHBI AHHBI, — TOIyMall
Honaropykuit, risasg Ha Bacunus MaTBeeBrua 31100HBIM, TOPXKECTBYIOIIMM B3rIAA0M. — IlycTh oH
Hudero He moimér... Ho ato Oymer moeilr mectbio AnHe. OHa YBHIUT €ro 3Aech, OOJIBHOTO,
0e3yMHOr0... JTa MeIbHHIIA OYeHb y100Ha. Sl e€ mpuBe3y Cro/ia U 371eCh 3aCTaBIIIO OTIATHCS MHE. ..
A mocre... mocne mokaxy e e€ ObIBIIEro >kKeHuxa... ,,BOT, — CKaxy s eil, — 4To caenan s u3
3TOTO YEJIOBEKA, IOCMEBILIEr0 BCTaTh HA MOEH 1OpoTe. .. Y.

Bce 3Tr MbICu MOJIHMEH IIPOMENIBKHYIIU B €0 T'OJIOBE.

— Cnymaii, Hukura, — cka3an oH BeiayX. — ThI 10JIDKEH MHE IOBUHOBATHCS PELUIUTENBHO BO
BCEM.

— l'ocnon! — BOCKJIMKHYI NTapeHb, — FOBOPIO: HA CMEPTH MOUTY. ..

— Xoporo. f Tebe Bepro. Ubst 3170 MenbHUIIA?

— Ora-10? [la kabatunisl u3 Tpoekyposa, Onbru THXOHOBHHI. . .

— briBaer ona cama 31€ech?..

— Jlonpexb He OblBajia. A Temepb KaXMHHYIO HEAENIO CIoJa JIeHbKa Ha 1Ba HaezxkaeT. C
oduriepom ogHIUM XopoBoauTcs. KpacoBurast 6aba — cTpacTs.

— A ThBI 3HaelIb, B KaKKE OHA JTHU CIOJa Hae3kaceT?

Hukurtka yXMbUIbHYIICS:

— Kak ne 3nath! 3aBcerna B oguu AHU. B yeTBepr 0OHAKHOBEHHO MPHUE3KAET, a B CyOOOTY U
Ha3az, B TpoekypoBo.

— A TBI B TaKue JTHU Ha MEJbHHIIEC ObIBACIIIH?

— S-t0, Kk mpumepy, 37€ch, NMOTOMY JUIsl NPHUCIYTH HYXE€H. A BOT CTapuka, Tak TOIrO
OTCBUIAIOT: JOJDKHO — 3a30pHO.

— Hy a pgypauok-to 3TOT 37€6CH OCTa€rea? — KuBHYN Ausiekcedl MuxailioBud Ha
IIPOJIOJIKABIIIETO CTOSITh C CAMBIM TYIIBIM BUIOM y BOpPOT bapstuHCKoro.

— 3nech. S ero ooHakHOBeHHO B KOHpaTOBY KaMOpKy Ha 3aMok 3amupar. OH BeJb TUXU,
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TaK U CUJIHUT.

JloJropykuii 3axymMaicst Ha MUHYTY, IIOTOM CKa3all:

— Tak BoT 4t0, Hukura. Birobumncs s B 0OJHy JIEBHIy U X04y €€ YBO30OM YBE3TH. MOXKHO
Oyzert e€ crona, Ha MeJIbHUILY?

— /Jla ckonbko yronHo, Bauie cusTesnbeTBo! ToabKO €Xenn KOHEYHO, OKPOMsI TEX JIEH, KOI/Aa
cama X0341Ka 3/1eCh ObIBAET.

— Hy nonsarHo, — oto3Baiics loaropykuil. — A yBe3TH MO0 KPacCyJIt0 Thl MHE IOMOKEIIb?

— Tonpko ckaxure, 4TO yrogHO CIEalo.

— Tax BOT MBI Kak crienaem, — Mpoaosnkan Anexkceid MuxaiiaoBuy, — KOT1a MpUCIEeT mopa
JIEBHIlY MOIO TIOXUTHUTH, S HAPOUHO 33 TOOOMW MOILIIO, a Thl K TOMY BPEMEHHU TOCTapaiics crapuka
KyJla HU Ha eCTb yClaTh, a caM KO MHE B MOCKBY CIIEIIN.

— JlagHo, — cornacuicss HukuTka M moTom crnpocwil: — A HECHYaCTHEHBKOIO-TO 37€ECh
MO>KHO OCTaBUTh? A TO B€/lb €TO JIEBATh-TO HEKY/IA.

— 3paech, 371ech OCTaBb! — moOCHEmHO cKa3ayl Anekcedl MuxainoBudu. — 3ampu €ro B
KaMOpPKY, OH HaM HE€ IIOMELIAET.

— I'me momemars, — 3ametnnn Hukwutka, OpocuB Ha bapsSTHHCKOro B3IUIAJ KaKOTO-TO
[IPE3PUTEIBLHOIO CoXalleHus. — ['ne emy nomemars. Mmb, oH TOYHO MiazxeHel... Tak 3To

CMOTPHT, a YTOObI MOHUMATh YTO — HU-HH. ..

N neiictBurenbHo, Bacuimii MaTBeeBHUY BCEM CBOMM TENEPELIHMM BUIAOM ITPOU3BOIMII
BIIEUYATIIEHWE KAaKOTO-TO 3a0MTOTr0, HUYETO HE MOTYIIETO emlé OCMBICTHTHh peOéHka. Ero Tymoii,
OECCMBICIICHHBIA B3IVIAJ TaK PpaBHOJYIIHO CKOJIB3MJ 10 BCEM IMpeaMeTaM, Ha KOTOpbIe
YCTPEMJISUIUCH €T0 TJ1a3a; JIMLO ero ObUIo Tak Oe3KM3HEHHO, 4TO Jaxe y Jloiropykoro B myiie
3aIEBEIWIOCh KaKO€-TO MHMHOPHOE 4YyBCTBO. TOYHO MaJKO €My CTajJlo Ha MIHOBEHbE 3TOTO
6e1HOr0, 00JIFHOTO UANOTA, el TaK HEJaBHO OBIBIIETO OJHUM M3 OJIECTSIINX rBap/eHIeB.

Ho 5T0 MHHOpHOE YyBCTBO HCU€3J0 TaK e OBICTPO, KaK W TOSBUIOCH, CMEHHBIIHUCH
MPUCTYIIOM JTUKOM 37I00BI.

«Tak emMy W Hamo,— TMPOHECIOCh B JHMXOPAJ04YHO paboTaBmieM MO3ry Auekces
MuxaiinoBuda, — Tak eMy U HyxHo. Cama cyap0a ¢ JHMXBOW OTOMCTWIA €My 3a MeHs... He
CTaHOBHJICS ObI Ha Moeit mopore... He 3a0wiBait Ob1, uTo ¢ JlonropykuMu G0OpOTHCS HE CIEI. .. »

— Tak kak ke, Balle CUATEIbCTBO, — HApPYUIWJI €r0 pa3MbllUIeHUss HUKUTKa, — CKOpPO BBI
MHE 3TO JIeJIblIe-TO MpeocTaBuTe?..

— Ckopo... ckopo...

— Tak s HaroToBe Oyny...

— Jla-na. Kak Toybko BCc€ HamaauTcs, s Te0e JaM 3HATh.

— Cuymato, Bale CUATENbCTBO. ..

U ckazaB 310, HukuTka OpOCHIICS MOACAKUBATH KHA3S HA JIOMIAAh. TOT ycencs B CEAo, al
KOHIO LITIOPBI U IOMYAJICS OT MEJIBHUIIBI Ha3a/l, KPUKHYB:

— Ilpomaii, Hukurka!

— Ilpomienps mpocumMm, Balle CHATENBCTBO, — KIaHAACH Bcien Jloaropykomy, HaapbIBall
ropio napenb. — bynpre Gnaronanéxusl. [1o rpo6 xuctu Bai pao. ..

— Jlsinenpka! — BAPYT YCIBIIIAI OH €331 cIa0bli, IpokKallii rojoc.

— Yto Tebe?! — moBepHyJCs MapeHb K «HECYaCTHEHBKOMY», TJISAEBIIEMY TEeph Ha HETO
JaJIeKO YK€ HE TaKUM TyMaHHBIM B30pOM, Kak 3a MUHYTY Ha3al. Kazanocsk, 4To TycKJIOTa Ij1a3 eciu
U HE COBCEM HCYe3Jia, TO BCE-TAaKM HE 3aTEMHsAJIA Tereph MPOoOJIecKa KaKOW-TO TPEBOXKHON MBICIH,
BIPYT MEJIbKHYBILEH B ero 00J16HOM MO3ry. — UTo Tebe? — nepecnpocus HukuTka.

— Kro0 310?.. C KeM TbI pasroBapuBan? — crnpocun bapaTuHCkuii, Mpoaoykas CMOTPETh B
noJie, TyJa, I/ie JIEFKUM JIBIMKOM KITyOMJIach IbLIb, HOJHATAS Jomabio JJonropykoro.

— A 1ebe Ha TO! — OTPBI3HYJICS MMapEHb.

— Jla g 1ak... Benp 310 pa30oitHUK... pa30OWHUK, ASJeHbKA, — CKOPOTOBOPKOW 3alenTas
Bacwiniit MarBeeBrd, ¥ Ha JIMLIE €0 OTPA3UIICSA TAKOHM yXKac, 4To Jaxe HukuTke cTano cTpaiHo.

— Yero T1bI emié menenis!..

— Pa30oiiHuKk... pa30OWHUK, Js/eHbKA... pa300HHUK...—  TPOJOIDKAN  IIENTaTh
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bapsTuHckuii, nepexons Ha KakOH-TO NETCKUH, IUTaKCUBBIM TOH. Kaszayoce, 4To BOT-BOT CIE3BI
3a0JIECTST HA €ro0 PECHUIAX M OH pa3pbLAaeTCs. . .

— Byner, Oymer, — ocranoBun ero Hukurtka. — Wb, Oemusra! JlomkHO, 3TO Tebs
pa36oitHuKu Tak oOpabdoranu... Hy moiiaém, noitném... Hanots BopoTa-To mpumnepers. . .

Ou B3su1 bapsTuHCKOTO 32 pyKY, BBEN €r0 CHOBA BO JIBOP M, 3alIUpasi BOPOTA, MPHOABHUIL:

— A at0, Oparten, He pa30oiHHK... D10, OpaTel, BakKHAs MEPCOHA... ITO, TOMYyOb ThI MO,
CUATEIbHEUIINNA KHA3b Aslekcelt Muxaiinosud Jlonropykuii; BOT OH KTO, a He pa300HHUK.

N HuxuTka, IOKOHYUB C TAKEIBIM 3aMKOM, HAIIPaBUJICS BHYTPb MEJIbHULIBL.

Ho ero cnoBa, oueBHOHO, HE TNPOM3BEIM HU MAJCHIIEr0o BIEYATICHUS Ha OEIHOTro
Bapsituackoro. OH MeUIEHHBIM IIaroM OTOLIEN OT BOPOT Yepe3 Bech JBOP K amOapy, ycencs TaM Ha
00py0OoK OpeBHa U, BCE Tak ke OECCMBICICHHO TS B IPOCTPAHCTBO, MPOJOIDKAN IS TATh:

— Pa30oiiHuk. .. pa300WHUK. .. pa30OWHUK. ..

Anexcell MuxaiioBu4 BO3Bpalajics JOMOM COBCEM HE B TaKOM CIIOKOMHOM HAacCTPOEHHH, B
KakoM exayl Ha MmenbHully. HeoxunanHas BcTpeda ¢ bBapsSTHMHCKMM, KOTOpPOTO OH IOYHUTAll YK€
YMEPILNM, €CJIM U He MOJH:AIA B HEM YIPBI3CHUI COBECTH, 3aTO HUCIIyraja ero He Ha IyTKy. XOoTs B
[IEPBYI0 MUHYTY Yy3HaB, 4TO Bacwimii MarBeeBUY NOTEPsII pacCyZOK, OH U YCIIOKOWJICS HEMHOTO,
HO TeNepb ONAaceHHs MPOOYIUIUCH C HOBOIO CHIIOW. OCOOEHHO €ro TPeBOXKHJIa TAMHCTBEHHOCTD,
OKpY’KaBlllasg UCUE3HOBEHUE bapsTHHCKOrO U AHTPOIIBIYA, U TO, YTO AHTPOIIBIY UCUE3 COBEPLIEHHO
OecciemHo, B TO BpeMs kak Bacunuit MarBeeBud Bcé-taku Haméncs. VcuesHoBeHHe AHTPOIIBIYA U
paHbIlIe yX HABOJIWJIO €ro Ha CMYTHOE IPENOJI0XKEHHE, YTO CTapblii Opojsira ero mpeaanl ¥ 4uTo
bapstunckuif He yOMT, Kak TOTO CTPacTHO €My XOTeloch. Temepbp 3Ta BCTpeda BIOJHE
MOJATBEPIMIIa €r0 NPEXKHHUE TMPENNOJOKEHUS, U OH HEBOJBHO 3aayMmalcs o000 BCEM 3TOM
MPOUCIIECTBHH, B KOTOPOM MPHUIILIOCH €My UTpaTh TaKyl0 HE3aBHIHYIO poJib. OH 0osics TOTO, 4TO
BapsaTUHCKUN TOJBKO HMPUKHUHYJCS MOTEPSBIIMM PACCYJOK, YTO OH BBDKHJIACT YIOOHOTO Ciydas
OTOMCTUTH CBOEMY Bpary, HO OH TOTYacC XK€ BCIIOMHMWJ, yTo HukuTKa He cTan Obl yBepsTh TakK B
CYMacCIIECTBHH, €CJIM ObI HE 3HAJI ATOTO HaBepHOE. M 3TO ero HEMHOKKO YCTIOKOMJIO.

— Hy na uro Oymer, To u Oyner! — paspemnyi HakOHEI[ CBOM COMHEHBbSI AJeKcei
Muxaiinosud. — Otcrynars Hekyna. Hamo uartu Hamposiom. YTO OH KUB, — MHE 3TO JaXe Ha
pyky. Tak MoxxHO OyZeT ckopee 3aMaHWUTh KHSDKHY AHHY. Uto Bapstunckuii HEe B yme, — 3TO
BEPHO, K&KUCh. BOJIBHO YK y HEero 0e3yMHBIH B3TJsI1-TO!..

Anexcelt MuxaiijioBuu He HpsAMO Ipoexall K cebe JOMOi, a cHavana pemui noobBaTh Ha
MsiCHULIKOH, 4TOOBI KakKuM OBl TO HU ObLIO 00pa30oM MPOBEAATH MPO 370POBbE KHHKHBI AHHBL. EMy
HE XOTEJIOCh MEUIKaTh MPUBEICHUEM B HCIOJHEHHUE CBOETO HAMEPEHHs, M OH pemui yOoeauThbces,
HACTOJIBKO JIM OHa ciaba u Ooyie3HEHHa, YTOO ATO MOTJO MOMEMIATh €ro 3aMbiciaM. XOTs OH
IIPEKPACHO 3HaJl, 4YTo camMa AHHa BacuibeBHa HHM 3a 4TO HE IOXKEJAET €ro YBUAETh, HO B TO )K€
camMo€ BpeMs OH PacCUMTHIBAJ, YTO CTapUK PynHMIIKMII HE MOCMEET 3aTBOPUTH IIEPE]l HUM JBEPU
CBOETO JIOMa, a OCOOCHHO Temepb, KOIJna, MOXKET ObITh, 4epe3 HecKoJbko naHeil Jlonropykue
MOPOAHATCS C LapEM.

W Anexceit MuxaitnoBud He onruocs.

Korna crapuky PynHUIIKOMY TOJIOKUIIM O TIPHE3/Ie HEXETaHHOTO TroCTsl, Ope3riuBas rpuMaca
npoberkalia 1o ero JHILy, HO OH BCE-TaKH HE PEIIWICS 0TKa3aTh eMy.

— IIpocu B kaOuHeT, — cKazaj OH CIyre M, KOrja ciiyra yméi, mpoBopyall CKBO3b 3yObl: —
W 3auem ToaBKO €ro npuHecao? YTto eMy TOIbKO OT HacC Haa0?

Anexcelt MuxaitioBud BomIén JOBOJILHO pa3Ba3HO. Ha ero smie He ObIIO U TEHU CMYILECHHUS,
TOYHO OH HPUIIET B TOCTU K CBOUM OJIM3KHM APY3bsIM, TOYHO HE OH OBbLI MPUYMHOMN TEX TPEBOT U
MYYEHHM, KaKH€e MIEPEKUBAIU Terepsb PyrHunkue.

— A, Balle CHUATENbCTBO! — BECENO BO3IJIACKII OH, KPENKO MOXKMMas pyKy Bacunus
CeméHoBrYa M Kak Obl HE 3aMeyasi TOr0 HEIOBOJBHOTO BHJA, C KAKUM €ro BCTPETUJI CTApHUK. —
JIaBHEHBKO MBI C BaMU HE BUJAIUCh. Exan MuUMO, — Jai, ITymaro, 3arisiHy K CTapblM 3HAKOMBIM.
Haneroch, Bbl Ha MEHS HE B IPETEH3UU?

— Yrto BBI, KH3B! — cMyIIEHHO npobopmoTan Pymuunkuii. — S pan, ouens pag! Munoctu
nporry!..
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Ho Hu B TOHE ero rojoca, HM Ha €ro Juie He OblI0 U TeHH pagocTH. CypoBO U CyMpayHO
OBbLIO 3TO JIMIIO; IPOXKAT U MPEPHIBAJICS €r0 roJioc, U CKOpOHAs HOTKA 3Bydalia B HEM.

— Hy xkak Bbl XuBETe-MOkeTe? — mpoJoinkan Asekcedl MuxaiinoBud, OecliepeMOHHO
ycaxkupasicb. — Kak 310poBbe AHHBI BacunbeBHbI? S ciblial, 4To OHa MPUXBAPBIBAET? — TAKXKE
0ecIIepeMOHHO CITPOCHJI OH.

Pyauunxuii mogHsI Ha HEro IJ1as3a, TPyCTHBIE, OIXIIUE OT CJIE3, TENEPh TOPEBIINE THEBHBIM
oronbkoM. Ho Jloaropykoro He cMyTHJ 3TOT YKOPHU3HEHHBIN B3risd. OH MpOJOJIKAN CUIETh Tak
e CIIOKOWHO, TaK K€ BECENI0 YNbI0asiCh, CIOBHO Irope CTapHKa, TaKk 0€3’KaJOCTHO pacTpaBiIsieMoOe
UM, HE MMEJI0O K HEMY HM MaJICUIIEro OTHOLICHWsS. U cTapuk HEBOJBHO MOTEPSUICS MEPEN ITUM
HaxaJIbCTBOM, U TaK K€ HEBOJIBHO, TOYHO IOBUHYACH KAKOW-TO IIOCTOPOHHEN CHUJIE, OTBETHUII:

— Jla... 1a, npuXBapbIBaeT. .. U CHIIbHO puxBapeiBaeT. CoBceM, OeHsKKa, 3aXUpea.

— Jla 4t0 ¢ Hero Takoe?

— bor 3Haer...

I'onoc crapuka oOopBascs, U B HEM 3a3By4alu CIE3bI.

— A BBI 3HaeTe, KHA3b, s IPHEXAJ K BaM ¢ J0OpO BECTHIO.

— MBpI OTBBIKIIM OT AOOPBIX BECTEH, — IpycTHO Mpou3HEC PymHUIIKMIMA, Kayas TOIOBOH. — A
4TO 32 BECThH?

Jloaropykuii yasIOHYIICS M CKa3all:

— Xopomiast BecTb. Takas BecTb, KOTOpasi CHOCOOHA MOCTYKUTh JIYUIIUM JICKapCTBOM JIJIs
Balll€d JOYEPH.

Bacunuit CeMEHOBUY MIMPOKO PACKPBLI I1a3a OT U3YMJICHUS:

— Bbsl myture, k36! — npowenTan oH. — Heyxenu... bapstunckuii. . .

JloAropykuii omsTh yIBIOHYICS M pa3BEN pyKaMu.

— Bam nuuHO, KHA3B, S HMUero He ckaxy. Ilompocute AHHY BacuibeBHY yAenuTh MHE
HECKOJIbKO MHHYT. S coolury eif HeuTo, W, MOBEphTE, 3TO Ha HEeE MOACHCTBYET OJaroTBOPHBIM
obpazom.

Bacunuit CeméHoBHMY Jjaske NPUBCKOYMII C KpECIa.

— Yrto BB, KHs3b! DTO HEBO3MOKHO! — BOCKIMKHYJ OH. — OHa Bac BUAETH HE 3aX0YET.

— Yrosopure €€.

— Omna Mens He nociymaet. M motom, oHa Tak ciaba... OHa mo4Tu yMHUpaeT.

JloAropykuii MCIyraHHO B3JpOTHYJ. TOH cTapuka ObLI CIUIIKOM €CTECTBEHEH, YTOO OH MOT
3aI0103pUTh €r0 B JIKHU.

— Tem xyxe, — BOCKIUKHYI JIOITOpyKUil, — €CJIM OHAa HE 3aX04eT MEHS BUACTh. S IpUBE3
eif n30aBJieHue OT CMEPTH. Sl JOJKEH MOTOBOPUTH C HEl BO 4To ObI TO HU cTano. CKaxkuTe e, uTo 5
IIpUexall He CO 3JI0M, YTO 51 HE XO4y pacTpaBJIATh €€ AYILICBHBIE paHbl. S criacTu €€ Xo4y, CIAacCTH. ..
ITonumaere, bapsaTuHckuii xuB!..

OTO0 BBIPBAJIOCH Y HETO COBEPIIEHHO HEBOJIBHO, M TAKUM MPABIUBBIM TOHOM IPOU3HEC OH 3TH
CJIOBA, YTO CTAPHUK AK€ IIPOTUB JKEIIAHUS IIOBEPUI EMY.

— Xopomo, — ckazan Pynaunkuii. — Ilocuaute HeMHOrO, KHs3b. Sl ckaKy AHHYILIKE, a TaM
YK €€ BOJIA.

PynHunkuii TOpominBo HampaBWICSA K ABEPSAM, BIIOJHE YBEPEHHBIH, UTO AHIOTa OTKaKETCsS
BUAETH [Jonropykoro.

Ho, x ero Benmmuaiiniemy yaAuBICHUIO, OHA HE OTKAa3a/1ach.

Korpa Bacuwmmii Cem€HoBud coobupt et o mpuesne JJoaropykoro u 0 TOM, 4TO OH XOYET
HEMpPEeMEHHO €€ BUAETh, — OHa OBICTPO BCTala C JMBaHA, HA KOTOPOM IPOBOJMIIA TEEeph MOYTH
BCE NHU. Branmbie mEKM €€ BCHBIXHYIU JIMXOPAJOYHBIM PYMSHIEM, IJ1a3a 3arOpelucCh THEBHBIM
OTOHBKOM, U OHA PE3KO CKa3ajla KAKUM-TO XPHUILIbIM, TOYHO HE CBOUM T'OJIOCOM:

— A, tak on npuexain! OH xouet MeHs BUeTh. Xopoio xe! [lozoBuTte ero, 6arromka, crona!

Crapuk, ucnyraHHblii €€ B3BOJIHOBaHHBIM BHJIOM, Ja)K€ HE Tajl IMPOTECTOBATh, AAXKE HE
cooOurmst eif 00 yAMBHUTEIBHOM H3BECTHH, MpUBE3EHHOM Jloaropykum, uto BapsTHHCKHMI XKuB,
nocnemni npusectu Anekces MuxaitnoBuua. Korna Jloaropykuil Bomén B KOMHATy U YBUIEI
KHSDKHY, OH MCITyraHHO oTmatHyica. OH W mpeamnojaraTb He MOT, YTOObI MOJIOJast IeBYIIKa TaK
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CTpAIllHO M3MEHMWJIACh 33 KaKMX-HUOY/b YeThIpe Mecsna. [lepen HUM Obliia HE IPEXKHS [[BETYILAs,
IBIIYIIAs 37J0POBbEM KHSDKHA AHHA, a Kakas-To OneqHast TeHb €€, KaKOoi-TO mpu3pak 3Toi ObLIOH
KpacoThl, U HEBOJILHO €TI0 CEP/IIE CKAIOCHh TAKOM MyUUTENbHOM 00JIbIO, YTO OH €/]Ba MOAaBUI KPUK
y’Kaca U COKaJeHUs, YyTh ObLIO HE COPBABILUIICS C €ro ry0.

A Mojonas AeBYILKa, TS B yIOP HAa HETO CBOMM TI'HEBHBIM B3IVISIOM, HOJOLIIA K HEMY
BILNIOTHYIO M MEJUIEHHO IPOrOBOPHJIA!

— Tak BBl XOTENM MEHS BHJIETh, Balle CUATEIbCTBO! BaM yromHo ObUIO MOCMOTpETH, YTO
CTaJIOCh CO MHOIO 10 Bariel muitoctu! CMoTpuTe, 1I00yHTECH. . .

— Ho, kHsbKkHA, — monpoOoBall MpepBaTh MOTOK €€ THEBHBIX CIIOB Anekceil MuxaitnoBud.

— Momuute! 3noaeii! Yowuiina! Bel ot y MeHs Bc€, Bc€ B xxu3Hu!.. Pa3ounu cuactse...
Younu moero xeHuxa... Ternepb Bbl XOTUTE OTHATH Y MeHs ku3Hb!.. bepure, 6epure! U momuure,
4TO MOM NpokATHA Ha CTpalllHOM cyjie 3a4TyTcsl BaM. bynbre Bbl poksThl!!!

— Ho, xusxHa! — onsaTe BOCKIMKHYN J[lonropykuil, — s HE BHHOBAaT B CMEPTH
Bapsarunckoro! On He ymep! OH xuB!

DTOT BO3IUIaC 3aCTaBWJI MOJIOJYIO AEBYILIKY B3IAPOTHYTH BceM TenoM. OH mpou3BEn Ha Heé
BIICYATIICHUE TPOMOBOIO yJapamu, IIOAABJICHHAs JTOM HEOXWJAHHOW, XOTb MU pPaJOCTHOMH
HOBOCTBIO, OHA JIMIIIIJIACh YyBCTB U OECCHIIBHO yIania Ha IOJl. ..

nasa VI
MexAay XXU3HbIO U CMEPTLIO

OOMOpOK JUTst KHSKHBI AHHBI He npomén napom. IloTpsiceHue, KoTopoe HcIbITana OemaHas
JIEBYLIKAa BO BpeMs pa3roBopa c JloAropykum, BBI3BAJIO CUJIBHEWIIYIO HEPBHYIO TOPAUYKY, YYyTh
COBCEM HE CIOMMUBIIYIO €€ XPYIIKYIO HATypy.

Crapuku PynHHIIKHE COBEpIICHHO Y€ OTYasIMCh 3a €€ XKu3Hb. Tem Oojiee 4TO M caMm
apxuatep biyMeHTpOCT odYeHb J0JIrOe BpeMsi COMHEBAJICS B YCIIEXE CBOETO JICUEHHUS, OCOOCHHO
BBHUJy TOrO, YTO OpPraHW3M AHIOTHI YK€ W Tak ObT HaJUIOMJIEH TSDKENBIMU JyIIEBHBIMH
CTpaJaHUsIMH, YTO U TaK 3a 3TU TPU MECALA CO IHSA MCYE3HOBEHMs bapsATHMHCKOro oHa Tasia, Kak
TaeT KyCOYEK JIbJA 101 JIy4aMH BELIHErO COJIHIIA.

Ha Bce TpeBOkKHBIE BOIIPOCHI KHA351 U KHATMHU bIIyMEHTPOCT HEM3MEHHO OTBEYall:

— Hy uro Tyt cka3zaTh... kak jmact bor... Alles ist Gott! Menumune He BC€ BO3MOXKHO. ..
Moxert, OyzeT KuTh, MOKeT YMPET... Alles ist Goit!

Ho, HecMoTpss Ha Takoe CKENTHYECKOE OTHOIIEHHWE K COOCTBEHHBIM MEAUIIMHCKUM
MO3HAHUSAM, OH YHOTPeOIIsT BCE YCHIIUS, HCIIPOOOBAI BCe M3BECTHBIE TOTIa HAYKE CPE/ICTBA, YTOOBI
no0OpOTh YHOPHYIO 00JI€3Hb, CBAIMBIIYIO KHSKHY, M KaX/IbIi ICHb HaBeIal e€.

LenbIx Tpu MecsLa MPoI0IHKaIach 3Ta 60pb0a MEXKAY )KUZHBIO U CMEPTHIO.

Hacrynuna yxe rioyookas 3uma. Hebo menbiMu JHSAMHU ChINANO KPYITHBIMH XJIOTIBSIMU CHETa,
IUIOTHBIM KOBPOM JIOJKMBLIETOCSI Ha MOCKOBCKMX YJIHMI[AX M 3aChIaBIIErO0 CBOMM MEPTBEHHBIM
CaBaHOM BCIO IIPUPOAY, €1I€ HEAABHO MOIHYIO KU3HU.

Bcest MockBa TO4HO 3acHYINa MOJ 3THM OETOCHEKHBIM OKPOBOM. 3aMep HEMOIYHBIN IPOXOT
KOJEC, YTHXJIM TPOMKHE, BH3TJIMBBIC KPUKH (DOPEHTOPOB; HE CIBIIIHO YyXE CTal0 3BOHKOTO
MIETKAaHbs JIOMIAJUHBIX IIOAKOB OECUMCIIEHHOTO KOJHMYECTBA BCAJHUKOB, MPOHOCHUBIIMXCS IO
YJIMLAM B JIETHEE BpeMsl — BCE MOTPY3WIOCHh KPYTOM B MEPTBEHHYIO TUIIb, TOYHO BCE 3aCTBLIO IO
JEASHBIM JbIXaHUEM HACTYIUBILIEH 3UMBI.

Anexceit Muxainosuu Jloaropykuii Bc€ 3T0 BpeMsl HaxXoAWJcCs B CTpaliHoW Tpesore. Ero
YacTO MOYKHO OBUIO BCTPETUTh NPOTYIMBAIOMUMCS Yy MSCHHULIKHUX BOPOT, ONHM3 Mmajar KHs3s
Pynaunkoro. OH cTpamHo 60syIcs, 4TO KHSHKHA AHHA HE BBIHECET TSHKENOW OOJIE3HH M YTO BIPYT
coo01maT 00 e€ KOHYHHE.

B Takue MUHYTBI OH IOJIOKUTEIBHO JIEAECHEN OT yXaca. Asekcero MuxainoBuuy Ka3auaoch,
YTO OH HE NEPEKUBET ITOIO HECUACTUS, UTO CMEPTh KHSKHBI AHHBI BHIPOET U JUIl HETO MOTHUITY.

Bckope mocne Toro, kak OH y3Han O e€ 0OJIe3HH, OH MOAKYIMJI OJHOTO M3 CIYT KHS3S
Pynaumkoro, KoTopsiii 00s13aH ObLT €KEIHEBHO COOOIIATh eMy 0 X0Je 00JIe3HN OeTHON KHSDKHBI, O
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BCEX MEPEMEHAX €€ MOJI0KEHHUS.

N nonroe Bpemst Anekceit MuxaitioBU4 TOJIBKO U CIIBIILIAT:

— He nyuwe; Bame custenscTBo. [lmact mmactoM ekt KHsKHA. J{OTKHO, HE BBIKUBET.

CHauana 5Ty nevajibHble CJIOBA MOBEPTalid €ro B y)kacHoe oT4astHue. OH 4yTh HE IUIaKall 1o
yX0/ie CKOpOHOTO BECTHHKA; HO JHM MPOXOJWUIH 3a ITHSAMHU, HeJels yoOeraia 3a Hedened, u oH
MaJIO-TIOMAJTy IIPUBBIK K 3TOMY €KEJHEBHOMY OTBETY Ha CBOUM TPEBOKHBIA BOIIPOC.

Jlexabph yxe TOIXOMIT K KOHITY, KOT/Ia 3TOT OTBET BIPYT U3MEHHIICS.

Muxemka, — Tak 3BaIM CIYyry KHA3d PyIHMIIKOrO, KOTOpPBIA SBIJISUICA BECTHUKOM
Jlonaropykoro, — mpuOeXaa Kak-TO BEYEPOM 3allbIXaBIIWCh, €]BAa MEPEeBOJAsS IyX, OO0 TOTO
B3BOJIHOBAHHBIN, 4T0 Anekcell MuxainoB14 HCIIyTaHHO BOCKIMKHYJI:

— Yro, ymepna?!

— Her, Bare cHsSTEILCTBO, — OTBETCTBOBaI Muxelka, — ciiaBa Tede, 1'0CImoau, BEIKUIIN:

HE B [IPUMEp JIy4lle CTao.

JloAropykuii MOYYBCTBOBaJl, KaKk KPOBb MPUXJIBIHYIA K CEpAlLly, U OHO OBICTPO-OBICTPO
3a0HIIOCh.

— /la Tl He BpEénIb? — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH.

— Yto BBI, Balle cUATENbCTBO, NoMutyiiTe! Jla Ham 3TO BceM Takasi paJoCTh, YTO U CKa3aTh
HEBO3MOXKHO! MbI HEO0OCh KHSDKHY-TO BOT Kak Jro0mimu! C uero MHe Bpath!

— Hy cnacu6o tebe, Oparer! Y mens-To T 00pagoBan 3tuM. BoT Tebe 3a 106pyro BecTs!

U oH, BHITAIIMB U3 KapMaHa HECKOJIbKO pyOJIEBUKOB, CYHYI UX B pyKH Muxelke.

Anna BacunbeBHa neiicTBuTenbHO BbDKHMIA. JKu3HB moOenmna cMepTb, M KHSDKHA cTaja
nomnpaBiAThcs. Heuero u roBoputh, 4T0 PajgoCcTH CTapUKOB PymHHIKMX He ObUIO mpesena, KOraa
OHH y3HaJIM, 4YTO JI0Yb UX HE TOJILKO BBI3/IOPOBENIA OT MOCHIEAHEH O0JIe3HH, HO UTO €CTh HaJeKIa Ha
NoJIHeHIIee €€ MCLeNeHUe OT TaHOTO HeAayra, MoATayuBaBLIEro paHee €€ cuibl. Kaszamock, uTo
00J1e3Hb, YyThb HE YHECIIAs MOJIOAYIO JIEBYIIKY B MOTHIY, MOMOTJa € MoOOpOTh AyIIEBHBIC
cTpaganus. KuskHa crana teneps ropasno Becesee. OHa Haydasa MOJHETh. I'71a3a moTepsiiv CBOIO
MIPEXKHIOI0 TYCKJIOCTb, U Ha IIEKaX MOSBUIICS XOTS U CJIa0blil, HO BCE-TaKU 3aMETHBIN pyMsHEII.

Crapuku pazoBajluch TaKOW BHE3AITHOW MEPEMEHE, HO B TO K€ CaMO€ BPEMs U YAMBIISIIUCH
eif, He 3Has, yTo €€ BBI3BAJO. MeXIy TeM 3Ta IepeMeHa 00bAcCHsIach o4eHb mpocrto. CioBa
Honropykoro o Tom, yto Bacunuit MarBeeBud KUB, 3aledariiesiuCcb B €€ MO3TY U, TOUHO OT3BYK
JTAJIEKOTO 9Xa, OTAABAJIUCh B €€ AyIIe.

Kak panpme ona Obula yBepeHa B TOM, 4TO bapsTuHCKMII moru0, Kak paHblIe 3Ta
YBEPEHHOCTh IOATa4YMBaJIa €€ CWIbI U IOCTENEHHO pacllaTbiBajga €€ OpraHusM, TaK TElepb 3Ta
poOKasi HaJIeXK1a CJIOBHO BOCKpECHIIa €€, 3aCTaBUIIa BOCIIPSIHYTD JyXOM.

Kak 1BETOK, COTHYTBI NOpPBIBOM BETpa, CHOBA IOJHMUMAET CBOM BEHYMK IOJ JydyaMH
’KUBOTBOPHOI'O COJIHIIA, TaK M OHA BO3POXKIAJIACh, COrpeTas sBUBLICHCA HAIEKIOW, YTO
BapsituHCcKuii emé ®KUB U 4TO CUACThE eII¢ BO3MOXKHO. BhI3gopoBieHre UI0 04eHb ObICTPO. CHITBI
KpEeIUTH, U BMECTE C 3TUMH CHUJIaMHU Kperjia U YBEPEHHOCTb B TOM, uTo Jlosropykuii He oOMaHyi e€.

«Tonpko Kak Obl y3HaTh, — JyMaja OHa, — TJie cKpbiBaeTcs Bacs. O4eBuHO, OH 00JIeH, U
HUKTO, KpoMe Jlonropykoro, 06 3ToM He 3HaeT. HyXHO, 3Ha4uT, OT HETro TOOUTHCS UCTHHBI, HY’KHO
BO UTO OBI TO HU CTAJIO».

Ho xak xe 3to cnenats? Ha 3TOT Bompoc MoJiofasi AEBYIIKA J0JIT0 HE HAXOJWiIa OTBETA.
CHavana oHa XOTeja IPOCUTHh OTLA Che3IUTh K J[0AropykomMy M y3HaTh OT HErO, IZIe HaXOAUTCA
Bacunumit MaTBeeBHMY, HO TOTOM peIIWJa, YTO 3TO HE MOBENET HM K 4YeMy, 4TOo AJekceu
MuxaisioBU4 HUYETO EMY HE CKaXeT.

«Hert, Hy)HO Oyner cuenarb 4To-HUOYIb IpYroe, — pa3MbllUsuia oHa. Y BApyr eif mpuiuia
B TOJIOBY O€3yMHasi MBICITb: — A 4TO, €CIIU 51 caMa OTIPABIIOCH K HEMY U Oyay MPOCHUTH €ro, YT00
OH CKa3aJ MHe, rae Tenepb Bacs. Benps on korga-to Mens mo6uin. OH He OTKaXeT HaBepHOE B MOe
npocsoe. [a, na, s Tak u caenamoo!»

U 310 pemenue kak Obl emé 6osee MoAKPEnuIo eg. ..

MnaBa VII
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B 3anagHe

KusoxkHa AHHA HHUKOMY HE cOOOIIMiIa O CBOEM HamepeHHH mnoceTuth Jlonropykoro. OHa
00s1ach, UTO U OTELl, M MaTh MOCTAPAIOTCs BOCIIPEIISITCTBOBATE €1 B €ro ocymiecTBieHuH. [loatomy
OHa BeIOpaja Jyis 3TOTO TaKOe BpeMsi, KOTJa HUKTO HE MOT ITOMEIIaTh eil.

B nome PynHunkux paHo JOXHIUCH CHaTh, OCOOCHHO B IOCJEIHEEe BpeMsl, KOTJa KHSKHA
Obuta He3mopoBa. B BoceMb uacoB Bedepa yKe MOTYXajdd BCE €ro OKHA, CTapuKu PynHuikue
YXOJWJIM B CHAJBHIO, & BCJIE 3a HUMU 3achlllall ¥ BECh JOM. AHIOTa BbDKJaJla, [I0Ka B TPOMaHBIX
najiaTax HacTymwia MEPTBas TUIIMHA, U TOPOIUIMBO cTaja ojeBarbcs. HaneB OypHyc M 3aKyTaB
roJoBy OONBIIMM TEIUIBIM IJIATKOM, MOJIOJAsl JIEBYIIKA Ha LBIMOYKAX, KPaJAydHCh, CTapasch HE
MPOU3BOIUTh HU MaJieHIIero Iryma, BBIIUIA B KOPUIOP, OTTYy/AA Yepe3 JIOJACKYIO mpolpanachk Ha
IBOp M TOILIa K BOpoTaM. BopoTa OOBIKHOBEHHO 3alUpajMCh IO3JHO, M OHA PacCUMTHIBAIA
HE3aMETHO TMPOCKOJIb3HYTh Ha YIUIy, HO CEroJHs, KaK HapO4HO, BOpOTa OBUIM YK€ 3amepThl, U
KHSDKHA HEBOJIBHO 3aaymanach. llpuxoamnoce wiu pa3OyauTh CTOpPOXka, YTO OBLIO COBEPIICHHO
HEMBICIIMMO, WX OTKA3aTbCsl OT 3TOM HOYHOM MPOTYIIKU, OTIOKHB €€ 10 Oosiee yI0OHOTO BpeMEHH.
N ona yxe xorena BepHyThcsi JoMmoi. Ho Bapyr AHroTa BCIIOMHWIA, YTO Ha YIHLY €CTh €IIé
ApYroil BBIXOJ — Ye€pe3 CaJA0BYI0 KaJIHMTKY, 3alMPaBIIYIOCS OOBIKHOBEHHO TOJBKO Ha OJHY
3aIBUKKY U3HYTPHU.

W onsTh, CKONB35 KaK T€Hb, C 3aMUPAHUEM CEp/Ila, TPEBOXKHO O3UPAasiCh 10 CTOPOHAM, 0OSICh,
4TOOBI KTO-HUOY/Ib HE YBUIEN €€, OHA HAlpaBUJIaCh K CaJy.

3a Bpems e€ 0oJie3HH HEKOMY OBUIO 1M03a00TUTHCSA 00 €€ MoOMMOM cajie, U OH OKa3ajcs B
CTpAILIHO 3aIYIIEHHOM COCTOSHUH. JIOPOXKKHU HE pa3METalIuCh; IeJIble CYrpoObl CHETra HaBAIMJIO Ha
HUX, ¥ OHA C TPYJOM J00panack J0 KaJIUTKH, TOYTH 110 KOJICHA yBs3as B CHETY.

KanuTka oxazanach IEHCTBUTENBHO TOJBKO 3alepTOd Ha 3aJBMXKKY M, Ha €€ cYacTbe,
OTBOpSAJIACh HE BHYTPb, a HApPY)Ky, HHAa4Ye eil Obl HUKOIJa HE BHIOPATHCS Ha YIHUIY, TaK KaK CHET
OKOJI0 3200pa JeKal 4yTh He IENI0 ropoil.

[Tpunutoch MOBO3UTBCA W C 3aABMXKKOM. 3aJBIDKKA 3apkaBeida M C OOJBIIUM TPYIOM
[IOJ/IABAJIACh YCWJIMAM €€ HEXHBIX TOHKUX Iajap4uKoB. HO HakoHell KaluTKa paclaxHylach, U
KHsDKHA OYYTHJIACh HA YIIHLIE.

HeBoubHbIN cTpax oxBarwi e€. T€mHas, HenmpomIsgnHas HOYb HENPUBETIMBO BCTPETHUIIA
MOJIOJIYIO JIEBYIIKY PE3KUM TOPBIBOM XOJIOJHOTO BETPa, OpOCHBIIETO €i B JIMLO HENIYI0 Tydy
CHEexXHOM nbuk. Mcnyrana e€ u MEpTBas TUIIMHA, CTOSIBIIAS KPYIOM, — TaKasl TUIIWHA, B KOTOPOM
el OTYETIIMBO CIBIIANIOCH KaX10e OMeHUe e€ TPENeTHO CTYYaBIIIero cep/ala.

Ha Mraosenue €il 10 TOro CTajJo CTPAIIHO, YTO OHA YyTh HE BEPHYJIACh JOMOMW, U TOJIBKO
MbIciib 0 bapsarunckoMm, 00 e€ moporom Bace, — MbICIb, Kak MOJIHHUS CBEpKHYBIIas B €
pasropsi4EHHON T0JIOBE, 3acCTaBUia €€ YCTBIAUTHCA OXBAaTHUBIIEH €€ TPYCIMBOCTH M IOCIIEIIHO
IIEepELIarHyTh 4epe3 MOPOr KAIUTKU.

— 4 nomxHa y3HaTh, rae HaxoauTcs Bacs, — mpomienrtana oHa, — s JOJDKHA Y3HATh 3TO!
I'ocmoas momoskeT MHe. OH HE OCTAaBUT MEHS CBOEH 3aIlUTOMN.

W, oceHUB CBOIO TPENETHO BOJHOBABUIYIOCS IPyAb KPECTHBIM 3HAMEHUEM, OHA TOPOILIUBO
JBUHYJIACH BIIEPEN, B OTY UEPHYIO MITIY, OKPYXKABILIYIO €€ CO BCEX CTOPOH.

Anexcelt MuxaiiioBu4 U He MpeAronaral, Kakas >keJJaHHasi TOCThs CEMNT K HeMmy. OH B 3TO
BpeMsl TOJBKO 4TO BepHylcs u3 JlehopToBcKoro aBopiia BMECTE ¢ OTIOM M TPEBOXKHO IHarail u3
yIJla B YTOJI CBOEH OINIOYUBAJIBHHU, 3aHATBIM HEBECEIBIMU JyMaMHU.

I'po3Has Tyda mosBHUIach Ha TOPU3OHTE Ojaromosyuust KHs3edl Jlonropykux u cBoeit
MpPa4YHOIO TEHBIO UCITYTaJIa ITOJI0KUTEIBHO UX BCEX.

B nocnennue 1Hu MOJIOIOM UMIIEPATOP KAK-TO Yepecuyp KPyTO U3MEHUIICS 110 OTHOLIEHUIO K
cBouM JirobumuaM. Hecmotpst Ha To, uto KHsKHA ExatepuHa AsekceeBHa Oblia yxke O(UIIMATIBLHO
IpU3HAHA €T0 HEBECTOM, HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO Iaph YK€ 0OpYUMIICS C HEIO, U 3TO 00pydeHue ObLIo
OTIIPa3HOBAHO CAMBIM TOPKECTBEHHBIM 00pa30M, — BJPYT HU C TOTO HU C CETO, UyTh JIM HE Yepe3
JIeHb TOCTIE 3TOT0 OOPYUYCHHSI, MOSIBHIIUCH TPEBOXKHBIE MPU3HAKK KAaKOW-TO CTPAHHOM XOJIOJHOCTH
co croponsl Ilerpa u k ero Oymymieil cympyre, ¥ K OTIy LIApCKOW HEBECTHI, M aaxe K lBany
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Hoaropykomy. Kaszanoce, 4To IOHBIM MMIIEpaTOp BAPYr Cpa3y MOTEPSII PACIOIOKEHHE K CBOUM
HelaBHUM (aBOpUTAaM, MOTOMY 4YTO y3bl Opaka, KOTOPHIMH XOTeNM CKOBaTh ero Jlonmropykwue,
BO3MYTHUIIM L[apsl ¥ BBI3BAJIM €0 HEMWJIOCTb, BBI3BAJIU TAKOE K€ OTUYXKICHHUE, KAKOE SBUIIOCH Y
HEero U K MEeHIINKOBY, KOT/Ia TOMY 3aXOTEJI0Ch K CBOUM MHOTUM TPOMKUM THUTYJaM MpPUOaBUTH U
TUTYN 1apckoro tectsa. CoOCTBeHHO, J{0MTOPYyKHX HCITYrajlo HE CTOJIBKO OXJIAXKJICHHE K HUM Laps,
CKOJIBKO €r0 BHE3aITHOE CBOEBOJIME, MPOSBUBIIEECS B TOM, YTO OH, BOIIPEKHU MPOCHOAM M COBETaM
Anexces I'puropbeBuua, pa3za J1Ba COBEPIIEHHO OJMH €31WJ 3a4e€M-TO K NpuHlecce Ennzasere
IletpoBHEe, Heckonbko pa3 nocerun Anzapes lMBanoBuua OcTepMaHa M IOJOXKUTENBHO CTall
n30erath CBOEro OYAYIIEro TeCTs, OYEBUTHO TATOTSACH €r0 HA30MIMBOM OMEKOH.

N Jlonropykue BCTPEBOXUIMCH HE Ha MyTKy. OCOOEHHO WHCHyraio uX TO, YTO Ha
cerofHsAIHEM oOene B JleopTOBCKOM JABOpILIE LIaph, KAJIOBABIIUICS BCE BpeMsl Ha JIUXOPAIKY,
II0YTH HE T'OBOPWJI HU CJIOBA CO CBOCH HEBECTOM, CHJEBIIEH PSAIOM C HUM, U B TO YK€ BPEMS IIOYTH
6e3 ymonky Oostan ¢ EnmszaBeroit IleTpoBHOM, KOTOpas cuieia CpaBHUTEIBHO AAJIEKO, 4yepes
HECKOJIBKO Y€JIOBEK.

Anexcell MuxainoBud NIpEeKpacHO 3aMETWJ, 4YTO Korja KHsbkHa ExarepuHa AnexceeBHa
oOpamianach K 1apio, OH OTBEYAI €l TaK HEOXOTHO, C TAKMM OYEBHJIHBIM HEYIOBOJIbCTBUEM, UTO
OeqHas 1apckas HeBecTa To OJieiHeNa, TO KpacHena 1 3J100HO Tepeduiia CBOil Kpy»KEBHOM IUIAaTOK.

«la BugHO, 4YTO OAaTiOlmIKa [aph HE OYEHB-TO JIOBOJIEH CBOEH Oyayiei cynpyrou, —
pasMbIIuIT Anekceit MuxaiioBud, MpoI0bKas MEPUTh KOMHATY KPYIHBIME miaramu. — Kaxk ObI ¢
IseHbKoU Aunéiell He MOBTOpUJIaCh MEHIIUKOBCKas: uctopusa? Yro-to Ha To cMaxuBaet. Hegapom
crapast suca OctepmaH OONBHBIM CTOJBKO BPEMEHHU CKas3biBaeTcsa. [la M maph pasza qBa y HEro
obiBa. JlomwkHO, 3T0 HemapoMm. Uto-uuOyns Anppelr MBanoBudu ¢ ['onmuubiHBIMM 1@ CTpsnaroT!
Torma uto ke ¢ HaMu-To OyaeT?» M eMmy BAPYT CTaJIO CTPAIITHO.

Hemano 0p110 BparoB y Asekcest MuxaitioBuua, HeMajao ObLIO JIOACH, KOTOPhIe TOUMIH Ha
HEro 3yObl M KOTOPBIE MU MaJeiIleM MOBOPOTE 1l HE B MOJb3y JJ0ITOpYyKHX OMOYHUIINCH ObI Ha
HEro W MOoCTapajuch Obl CTEpPEeTh ero ¢ Jimia 3emid. Ho ToTdac e ero MbICIM MPUHSIIN JAPYyroe
HaIIpaBJICHUE, U OH BECEJIO PACXOXOTAJICS CBOEH TPYCIMBOCTH.

«Yero e s, cOOCTBEHHO, IEYANOBATHCA-TO Hayajd? — TMPOAOIDKAI OH Pa3MBIIUIATh. —
Kaxwuch, Mue emé pano o Cubupu-to aymars! MoxerT, 3TO Tak TOCyJapio C 4ero HHM Ha €cTb
MONPUTYHIIOCE. MOXET, 3TO OH IpocTo Tak KaTe Xx0s10AHOCTh OKa3bpIBaeT. Beap 4To TaM HU rOBOpH,
a yx oH oOpyu€H ¢ Karei, a Ha mecTHa/IIaTOe YUCIIO M CBaib0a ero Ha3HaueHa. BoT kcratu Tenephb
oH 3a0oein. 3a BpeMs-To Oose3Hu, Yaid, asaeHbka Anekceid ['puropseBuy HU Enuzasety [lerpoBhy
K HEMY He MycTuT, Hu OcTepMaHa, — ¥ OISATh B CHIIY B30MIET A KOJIM OH B cuiie OyleT, TaKk MHE
Tpycuthb Heuero. C Takoi 3acTyroi st HUKOTO He TIOO0I0CH.

B cocenneili ropHuIie Yyachl TYJIKO MPOOMIIN IEBATH YAAPOB.

— barromku! JleBaTe vacoB! — cmoxBarmicsa Anekceld MuxainoBw4, — HAJIOTh CIIaTh
JIOXKUTHCA. 3aBTpa MopaHe BCTaTh Hano Aa HHUKUTKe BECTOUKY IMOCHIaTh, YTOOBI CIOAA MpUe3Kall.
KushxkHa AHHA COBCEM ONpaBMIIACh, HAZ0 OyZET €10 MO3aHATHhCS. YK Teneph OHAa U3 MOMX PYK HE
BbIpBeTCs. [la M BoOOIIE C HEK mocmemarh Hajo, MoToMy bor 3HaeT, yTo emé co MHOM uepes
HECKOJIBKO JICHBKOB OYJIET.

— Crano, u Hago neno ternepb obpaboTaTh, MOKA BpeMs €CTh... OX, AHIOTA, AHIOTA, —
B3/IOXHYJI OH, — €CJIM ObI 3HaJIa ThI, KaK s Te0s1 6e3MepHO 000 !..

OH MemyieHHO MOAOMIEN K IOCTENH, OTKHHYJI HIEIKOBOE OJEAJI0 U CTal pacCTEruBaTh
MyroBHILIbI KaTaHa, KaK BIPYT B JBEPh KTO-TO MOCTYYaJICH.

— Krto Tam? — oxnuknyn Jlonropykuit. — YUto emé HagoTs?

— OT0 1, Ballle CUATENBCTBO, — OTO3BAJICS U3-3a ABepH ['epacum.

— Uro Tebe Hy)HO?

— OrtBOpHUTE ABEPKY-TO, JAEIO ECTh.

Anexcelt MuxainoBud NoI0MEN K IBEPH, CHSJI KPIOUOK, U B KOMHATY BoIEN [apacbka.

— Hy uto emé ciyunnocs? — cnpocun Anekcet MuxaitsioBuu.

["apacbka OTJISIHYJICSI KDYTOM, CIIOBHO 0OSICh, YTO MX KTO-HUOY/b MOJCIYIINBAET, U C CAMBIM
TAaUHCTBEHHBIM BUIOM IIEMNOTOM COOOIIHII:
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— Tawm Bac, OaTromKa KHsA3b, CIPAIIUBAIOT.

OTa TAaMHCTBEHHOCTh COOOIIEHHUS M TPEBOXKHBIM TOH rojioca l'apackku Kak-TO CTPaHHO
noaelcTeoBanM Ha Anekces MuxainoBuua. OH HCHOYraHHO B3JPOTHYJ, TOYHO IPEAYYBCTBYS
YTO-TO HEJOOpOE, U IMYTIIMBO B3IJISIHYJI 110 HAIPABJICHUIO K IBEPH.

B nocnenHee BpeMs OH IOYEMY-TO CTall CTPALIHO TpPycJiuB. EMy BCE 4yIUIUCh Kakue-TO
3acajbl, OH cTajl 00sAThCS TeMHOTHI. [lopoil eMy Ka3anoch, YTO Ha HETro YCTPEMIIEHBI TYCKJIbIE,
CTEKJIIHHBIE IUla3a bapsATHHCKOro, TO €My 4YyIWJIOCh, YTO HA IOPOT€ KOMHATBI BbIPACTAET
HU3EHbKas, HeB3pauyHas (urypa AHTPONBIYA, M OH HAPOYHO CTAJ 3alupaTh Ha HOYb JBEPb CBOCH
KOMHATBl, 4Y€ro He Jellal paHblle, TOYHO PACCUUTHIBAs, YTO IMPU3PAKU, BBI3BIBAEMBIEC €TI0
paccTpoeHHBIM BOOOpaKEHHEM, HE CMOTYT IMPOMTH CKBO3b 3aEPTYIO IBEPb.

[Topoii 60s3MMBOCTH €ro J0XoAWia 10 cMemrHoro. WM naxe emeé cerojHsi, BO3Bpallasch U3
JleoproBa, B MOTEMKAX 3UMHETO Beuepa OH CTPAILHO Mepermyraics, Moabe3xas K BOpOTaM CBOETO
JOMa M 3aMETHB Ha IPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOW CTOPOHE KAaKylO-TO TEMHYIO (GUIypy, HEMOABHIKHO
CTOSIBILIYIO Ha OJHOM MecTe. «bapsTHHCKMI! — MeIbKHyJa €My TPEBOXKHAas MbICIb. — Moker
OBbITh, OH yO€KaJl ¢ MEJIbHUIIBI U MOJUKHUIACT MEHS.

Ho crpammnas ¢urypa, Tak HamyraBmasi AJjekces MuxaiioBuya, okKasaiach IPOCTO
CTOpOkKeM cocenHero nsopa. M temneps, korga ['apacbka ¢ TAKMM TaMHCTBEHHBIM BHJIOM COOOIIHII
€My O «4YEeIIOBEKE, KOTOpBIM €ro ChpamuBacT», JJoAropykoMy OISTH IIOKAa3aJIoCh, 4TO 3TO
HEMPEMEHHO JI0JDKEeH ObITh Ui bapATHHCKUN WM AHTPOIIBIY.

— Kro TakoB? UTto 32 yenoBek? — TpeBOXKHO crpocui oH I'apacbky. — AHTponbIy?

I'apacbka yXMBUIBHYJICS.

— Kaxoit AHTponbly, Baiie cusATenbCcTBO! AHTPOIBIY KaK B T€ MOPBI MPOMall, TaK U JOCEIb
€ro JOyXOM He MaxHeT. JIoJKHO, AHTpPOIBIY TENepb C YepTSIMU B CBAllKy WIpAacT, Balle
custenbcTBo! Kakoit 3ro AHTpomnsu!

— Tax k10 xe? KT0? — pe3K0 OCTAaHOBUJI CJI0BOOXOTIUBOro I'epacuma Jlonropykwuii.

— Jla )KeHIMHa Kakasi-TO MPUILLIA.

— XKenmmna?! — obneru€énno B3noxHyn Jonropykuil. — UTO k€ ThI paHbIIE 3TOr0 HE
ckaszan! Kakag xxenmuna?

— A bor e€ 3naer! [lpunuia, 3TTa, Aa CrpamiuBaeT: KHI3b, TOBOPUT, Asekcelt MuxaitioBuy
noma? S roBopro: noMa. Tak Moau J0JI0KH, UTO MHE X CHUATEIBCTBO JKENATEIbHO BUAETh. Sl BOT U
JOKJIa/IbIBALO.

— Jla ot xoro oHa?

— Hesenomo.

— [la 161 OBI, Typak, CIPOCHIL

— IlbrTancs copamuBate, 1a HE CKa3bIBaceT.

Anekceii MuxainoBudu moskan miaedamMu. OH HHMKaK HE MOI JIOrajaTrbCsi, OT KOTO 3Ta
TaWHCTBEHHAs MTOCJIIAHHAs, U TILETHO JIOMaJ I'OJIOBY HaJl pa3pelIEeHUeM 3TOT0 BOIIPOCa.

Hakoneny o cHoBa cmnpocun I'apacbKy, ¢ INIyIOBaTbIM BHJIOM IIPOJOJDKABIIErO HA HETO
CMOTPETH BO BCE IJ1a3a:

— I'ne oHa, 3Ta >keHIIMHA?

— I'ne! U3BectHo rae — B mroackoit! Ilpsimo B mroackyio co aBopa npunuia. S roBopro:
MMOCHJIM 31€ECh, a A MOKWay A0JI0XKY. M momén, a oHa Tam CUIuT.

— Hy crymnaii, ckaxu ey, 4To s cerdac npumy.

— JlagHo, Tak U CKaxy.

W I'apacbka XOTeI yxe BBIIMTH 3a 1BEpb, HO Anekceld MuxaiijoBU4 OCTaHOBUJI €TO.

— Winu wer, nocroi. Ilogu u npusenu e€ crona.

I'apacbka ymén u yepe3 MUHYTY BO3BPATUIICSA B COIIPOBOKICHUN KHSKHBI Py THUITKOM.

Omna Tak OblIa 3aKyTaHa IJIATKOM, YTo Asiekceit MUXailloBU4 HE MOT JI0TaAaThCsl, KTO CTOUT
nepes HUM. M TOoJbKO TOrzAa, KOrJa OHa CKMHYJA INIATOK U B IOJyMPAaKe KOMHATHI BBIPHUCOBAJIOCH
nepes; HUM OJIeIHOE JTMYUKO KHSDKHBI AHHBI, — OH U3yMJIEHHO BCKPUKHYJ U OTCTYITWJI Ha3al. ..

Mnaea VIlI
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Ha menbHuue

Anexcelt MuxailmoBud Tak ObUI MOpaxEH MOSBICHUEM KHSKHBI AHHBI, YTO B TIEPBYIO
MUHYTY, Ka3aJI0Cbh, IIOTEPSIT HE TOJIBKO CIIOCOOHOCTH TOBOPHTH, HO J1aXKe M MBICIUTH. COBEPIICHHO
OLLIEJIOMJIEHHBINA 3TON HEOXKUJAHHOCTBIO, OH HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I CTOsUI, HE IBUIasCh C MECTa, IS
Ha He€ TaKUM U3YMJIEHHBIM B30pOM, CJIIOBHO II€PEI HHUM CTOsUI HE XMBOM 4YEJIOBEK, @ KAKOW-TO
3arpoOHBIN MpU3paK.

Ho HakoHel OH KOe-Kak CIIPaBWICS C OXBAaTUBILINM €r0 BOJHEHUEM U BOCKIUKHYIL:

— Bu1?! Ber, kasxaa?! 310 BEI?! Y MeHd. .. 31¢ech?!

AwnHa yneIOHyach OJIeJHOM, eYaabHON YIBIOKOH M MPOMOJIBHIIIA!

— BBl u3yMIIeHBI, KHA3b... S| npuIlLIa K BaMm. ..

Ho on He nan eit JOKOHYUTH (hpa3sl U, OBICTPO MO0 K HEW, BOCKITUKHYIL:

— Jla, npaBaa, g1 usymmics... Ho B To e BpeMs 51 6e3MEpHO CUACTIIUB BALIUM HPUXOIOM. ..
Uro Obl HUM TpuBENO Bac, s Oyay Bcerda OJarocioBisATh 3Ty MHUHYTY. CanuTech, KHSKHA,
CaJIuTeCh... YeM MpHUKa)keTe yroumars Bac?..

AHHa noKayasa roJoBOM.

— Huuewm, KHA3b... MHE HY)KHO CKa3aTb BaM TOJIBKO HECKOJIBKO CJOB... YJAJINUTE BaIlIEro
CIIYTY...

Jloaropykuii ObICTpO B3rJIsIHYN Ha ['apachbKy, MpoI0IDKABIIETrO CTOSTh Y ABEpei, U KPUKHYIL:

— Crynaii orcroa. ..

I"apacbka Tak OBICTPO CKPBUICS 3a JBEPHIO, YTO Ka3aJoCh, OH HE YIIEN, a MPOCTO pacTasl B
BO3JyX€.

Anekceit MuxaiinoBuy NoI0MIEN K MOJIOJION AEBYIIKE U XOTelN €€ B3SATh 32 PYKYy, HO OHA HE
TO UCIYT'aHHO, HE TO OPE3TIMBO OTOIBUHYINACH.

— IlocroiTe, KHs3b, — CKa3zasia oHa. — He aymainiTe, ecnu s npuuia K BaM B 3Ty MO3IHIOIO
Mopy, TO MEHs NPHUBENO Kakoe-HHOy[b TEMI0e YyBCTBO K BaM. Bbl caMu CBOMMH MOCTYNKaMu
BBIPBAJIM U3 MOETO Ceplia Aaxe IpyKO0y, KOTOPYIO s paHbIlle BCE-TAKU MMUTANA K BaM. ..

— Ho, kHsDKHA, — mompoOoBajl OCTAaHOBUTH €€ J{0ITopyKHii.

— Ilomoxaute. [aiite gockazath, — mpojosrkana AnHa. — Korpa ucue3 bapstunckuii, s
TOTYAC ke OOBHHMIIAa BaC B 3TOM MCUE3HOBEHUU. S 3Hana, JorapiBagach, YyBCTBOBAJA, YTO BBl €T0
HeHaBuauTe. S yOexaeHa Oblia, YTO €CIM OH IMpoMal — TO mponayn Ojaronaps Bam... S Oblna
yBepeHa, YTO OH YOHUT, U CUMTaa BaC BUHOBHUKOM ero rubenu. [ToBropsito, st Obliia yBepeHa B 3TOM
U cama rOTOBHJIACh K CMEPTH, TOTOMY YTO HE B CHJIaX Oblia MepekuTh cMepTh Bacu. Ho momHuuTe,
BbI IIPUEXAJIH, BBl 3aXOTEIIU MEHS BUJIETh, U IO CUX IIOP B YyIIaxX 3BYYUT PaJOCTHAs BECTh, KOTOPYIO
cooburiu Bel. Bel ckazanu: bapstunckuii xxuB. U 5 moBepuiia BaliuM CJIoBaM, MOBEPUIIA CEPILIEM,
M OTa YBEPEHHOCTh Claciia MEHs, MOXET ObITh, OT MOTHJIBI, K KOTOpPOH 5 yxke Obuia Omuska. U
Tenephb s HapO4HO MPHIIJIa K BaM, YTOOBI MPOCUTH Bac MOATBEPIUTH BAIllM PaJOCTHBIC IS MEHS
cioBa. CKaXUTe MHE. .. 3aKJIIMHAIO BaC BCEM CBATBHIM JUIs Bac!.. Ckaxkute, mpaBja Jik 3T0?

W oHa c HEBBIpa3UMOW TPEBOTOM yCTpeMMWJIa CBOM NBUIAIOUIMI B3IVISAA Ha JMLO AJEKces
MuxaitioBuya.

Ho [onropykuii oTBETHII HE Cpasy.

B To Mraosenue, xoraa Anekceit MuxaiaoBud yBHUJIEN KHSDKHY AHHY, PaZoCTh €ro Obliia Tak
CHJIbHA, YTO OH Ha MUHYTY 3a0bUI BCE CBOM MCTHUTENIbHBIEC TIOMBICIIBI, YTO JTaKe Ta KI'ydas CTPacTh,
KOTOPOIO OH IbUIAN BCE BpeMsi K MOJIOJON JEeBYIIKE, Kak Obl cTylIeBajach Inepes 0JaKeHCTBOM
9TOTO HEOKUJAHHOIO CBUJAHUA. HO CTOMIIO TOIBKO KHSKHE YIIOMSHYTB, YTO OHA IIPUIILIA COBCEM
HE paad HEro, 4ro €€ IpHUBENa TOJBKO TPEBOra 3a KU3Hb DBapATHHCKOrO, U THUXO€ PagOCTHOE
YyBCTBO Mcye3sio 0e3 ciena, u Anekces: MuxaiaoBuya CHOBA OXBAaTWIIA MPEXKHsST HEIPUMUPHMAast
31m00a, CHOBA MPOCHYJIACH AUKAsL CTPACTb.

«XO0opouIo K€, KpacaBULa, — IMOJAyMaJl OH, — €CIM Thl CaMa I0NaJla B MOU PYKH, TaK TEIEpPb
yK TeOe He yacTcsi BRIPBAaThCS U3 HUX!»

W, raang npsamo B 1i1aza MOJIOJA0M KHSKHBL, OH CKa3all:

— Jla KHsKHA, sl TOBOPUII IIPABAYy.
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— 3Hauur, Bacs )xuB? — pasioCTHO BOCKJIMKHYJIa MOJIO/1asl IEBYIIIKA.

— Jla KkHsKHa, )KUB.

— 3Ha4uT, BBl €r0 HE yOUBaIu?

JloAropykuii meyanbHO YIBIOHYJICS U Pa3BEN pyKaMH.

— Bam HakneBeranum Ha MeHs, AHHa BacunbeBna. IlpaBma, s ObUT 301 Ha KHS3A
BapsiTuHCKOTO, 301 32 TO, YTO OH OKa3ajcs 0oJiee CYACTIMBBLIM B MOMCKAX Balllei Tr00Bu, yeM . S
Benb JII0OMT Bac, AHHa BacunbeBHa... JTIOOUT HE MEHbINE, YeM bapsTHHCKUM, W, MOHSATHO, MHE
TsDKEN0 ObUIO CO3HaBaTh, YTO BBl Mpeanowin ero MHe! IIpaBaa, s X0Ten eMy MCTUTh, HO KOTJla OH
CTaJI BalllUM KEHUXOM, 51 IPUMHUPHIICS CO CBOEH CyAbOOM, OTHSBIIEH Bac y MeHs!..

Anexceld MuxaillioBUY BCE 3TO CKa3ajl TaKUM 33yLIEBHBIM TOHOM, Takas TTy0oKast TpyCTbh U
TakM€ HEKHbBIE HOTKM 3BY4ald B €ro rojioce, YTO KHsDKHA AHHA, HECMOTpsS Ha BCE CBOE
npenyOeXaeHne, HEBOJIBHO TOJjanach O0asHUI0 3TOM 3aaylMIeBHOCTM M B3IJISIHYJa Ha
JI0JITOPYKOTO YK€ HE TAKUM T'HEBHBIM B3IJI0M, KaK IIPEXKIE.

A Anexceit MuxaiiioBuy, 3aMETUB BII€UATICHUE, TPOU3BEIEHHOE HA MOJIOAYIO JACBYILIKY €ro
CJIOBaMHU, MPOJOJIKAI TEM K€ 3a1yLIEBHBIM TOHOM:

— IloBephTe, KHKHA, YTO 5 TIIyOOKO COYKaJlel O HeCYacTHH, IOCTHUTIIEM Bac, KOTJa UCYe3
KHA3b bapaTuHCKui. Sl COBEpIIEHHO ClIy4yalHO Yy3HaJ, 4TO OH JKHMB, M TOTYAC K€ IOCIELINI
cooouuTh 310 BaM. [loBeprTe MHE, 4TO eciu O s ObUT BHHOBEH B €r0 MCUE3HOBEHUH, sI HUKOT/1a OBl
HE CTaj U3BEIIATh BAC, YTO OH KUB.

— [a, na, npaBna! — mpomentana AaHa. — Cmacu6o Bam, KH:3b, ciacu6o! [Ipoctute mens,
4TO s TaK AYPHO JyMalla O Bac.

EnBa 3ameTHas ycMmelika, CIOBHO T€Hb, MpoOekana rmo juiy Jloiropykoro, Ho AHHa He
3aMEeTHJIa 3TOM YCMEIIKH U, 3aHATast TPEBOXKUBIIMM €€ BOIIPOCOM, OBICTPO CIIpOCHIIa:

— Ho rue xe on? I'ne?

— Kr0? Bacunuit MatBeeBnu? — nepecnpocuil loaropykui.

— Hy na, xoneuHo!

— O, OH HeJalIeKo OTCIO/IA.

— Ho on 310poB? 310p0B?..

JloJIropyKuii revyanabHO MOKa4all FOJIOBOM.

— Her, xusoxHa, 0H O0JIeH, — cKka3ai oH. — S He craHy 0OMaHBIBATh Bac.

AnHa BacunbeBHa B3JpOTHyJIa BCEM TEJIOM M IomaTHylack. OHa NOYyBCTBOBaJA, Kak
CMEPTEJIbHBIA X0JIOJ IIPOHUK B €€ cepAlle, KaKk KpOBb TOYHO 3aJIC[CHENA B JKWIIAX, Nepel riIa3aMu
3aMenbKalu KpoBaBble TOukd. Emé MuHyTa, — ¥ oHA OBl JIMIIMIACh YyBCTB. M TOJIBKO CTpaIIHBIM
YCUJIEM BOJIM €l y1anoch Mo6opoTh c1abocTh, BHE3AIMHO OXBATUBIIYIO €€.

— UYrto ¢ HUM? — ezBa CMOIJIa OHA MPOILIENTATh APOKALIUM, IIPEPHIBAIOIIMMCS TOJI0COM. —
Urto ¢ Hum takoe? Pagu bora, ckaxute ckopeii!

— VYcnokoiitech, kHsbkHa! KakeTcs, HIUEro ornacHoro Her.

— Ho rue on? I'ne on?

— Tyt Henaneko, 3a KpecToBckoli 3acTaBoil, Ha OTHON MEJIBHUIIE.

— Kak on tyna nonan?

JloAropykuii yaslOHYyIICS.

— Hy yx aroro, npocture, AHHa BacunbseBHa, s BaM cka3aTh HE MOTY, 51 M CaM HeE 3HalO.

— Ho xak e BbI y3Ha)IN?

— CoBepiieHHo ciny4aiiHo. Ha 3Toil MenbHUIIE CITYKHUT B 3aChIIIKaX Hall OOPOYHBIN XOJIOIL.
OH 0BT 3716Ch U PacCKa3bIBall B JIOJCKOM, KaK OH CO CTAPHUKOM MEITHbHUKOM MOJHSI Ha Tpouikoi
nopore Kakoro-to 6oxsHOT0 [IpeodpaskeHckoro opunepa. ['apacbka nepeaan 3TOT paccka3 MHe. S
3aWHTEPECOBAJICS, TIOEXal Ha 3Ty MENbHUILY M yOenuics, 4To 3TOT oHIlep HEe KTO MHOM, Kak Balll
KEHHUX.

— Ho kak e Bbl HE IpUBE3NH €ro croaa?

— IIpocture, KHsKHA, — MATKO 3amMeTwil Jloaropykuil. — S He MOT 3TOro CHeNaTh YK XOTs
ObI 110 OJTHOMY TOMY, YTO, NPUBE3H 5 €r0 CIOJIA, TOILIN Obl HEITPEMEHHBIE TOJIKHU, YTO 5 BHHOBAT B
ero 0oJie3HH.
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— Ho kak BbI ero Hamm? Yem oH ObL1 60J1eH?

— OH 011 TOT/1a B OECTIaMATCTBE; 2 YeM OH 00JIeH, — HE YMEIO BaM CKa3aTh.

— Ho Teneps... Teneps, — ¢ 3amupanueM cep/ua crpocuna AHHa, — eMy HaBEpHOE Jydie?

— Kaxercs, nydie.

Mononast AeByIIKa Ha MHHYTY 3aJyMalach, OIYCTHB TOJOBY Ha TpyAb, MOTOM OBICTPO
cKasaa:

— KHus13p, 51 Oy1y Bac MpOCHTb. .. UCTIOJNHUTE, pagu bora Moo mpock0y...

— Bcé, uro yroano, kuspkHa! [lpuka3piBaiite, — 51 BCE UCIIOJHIO.

— Bbsl roBopuTe, 4TO 3TA MENBHULIA HEAAIEKO OTCIOAA?

— bimszéxonbko. Bcero Bepcthl ueThlpe 3a  KpecroBckoill 3acTaBoil, HeE Joe3kad
AJIEKCEEeBCKOTO.

— Tax BoT 410, KHA3b... — MoJogas AeByIIKa HA MUHYTY CMYTHUJIACh, 3aMOJI4aJIa, HO TIOTOM
TOYHO coOpanack C JyXxoM M TBEPAO ckazayna: — OTBE3UTE MEHS Ha 3Ty MENBHUILY, S XOUY,
HENPEMEHHO X041y BUAETh ToTUac ke Bacro!..

Jlonropykuii 1axe pactepsuics 0T HEOKUAAHHOCTH 3TOT0 NpeanokeHusd. OH U Ipeanosarath
HE MOT, YTO0 OHa cama TaK JIETKO MOIIa B PacCTaBJICHHYIO €i 3ama/iHio. XO0Ts OH ¥ HaBOJMJ €€ Ha
MBICTIb 00 3TOH MOE3/Ke, HO €My Ka3aloCh, YTO €My JOJro MpHIETCS yroBapuUBaTh MOJIOIYIO
JEBYILIKY W 4TO OHA HE TAK-TO JIETKO MONAAETCS B JIOBYLIKY.

Ho ona cama nuia HaBcTpedy €ro TailHbIM JK€NaHUAM, U Anekcess MuxaiaoBu4a oxBaTHIIa
Takasi Hey/IepsKuMasi pafoCTh, YTO €My CTOMJIO TPOMAHBIX YCHIIMU CIEPKAThCS U HE BBLAATH ceOsl.

— C 00BIINM yIOBOJIBCTBHEM! — BOCKJIMKHYJ OH. — 1 Balll MOKOPHBIN Clyra, KHSKHA, U
celnaro BCE, UTO Bbl IpUKaxeTe!

U To4yHO 605ICh, YTO MOJIOAAS AEBYIIKA MOXKET Pa3ayMaTh, OH TOPOILIMBO HOJOUIEN K ABEPH U
KIukHyI ['epacuma. ToT HE 3aMeUIMIT ABUTBCS.

— l'apacpka! beru ceifuac Ha KOHIOIIHIO, — TMpUKa3an emy JloJropykuii, — 1 BEJIH Kydepy
3aJI0’)KUTh B MaJICHbKUE CaHkU bynara!

— Celiuac, Ballle CUSTEJILCTBO.

I'apacbka cTpenoi noM4aics Ha JBOP.

Bcé 6naronpusitctBoBasio Asnekcero MuxaitioBudy B 3ToT Beuep. Jlomaas yepe3 HECKOIbKO
MUHYT yXe Omnma HoramMu MEp3NBIA cHEr y BOpoT jaoma. KHsbkHa AHHA He pasgymana u
COBEpILUCHHO CIOKOMHO ycejaach B MaJICHbKUE CAHKU, BCS OXBAay€HHAs CTPACTHBIM >KEJIIAHHEM
MIOCKOpEe YBHIaTh CBOETO HEHArNsAHOTO Bacio, maxe He 3amedasi, YTO OHU €AyT 0e3 Kydyepa U 4YTo
BOXOKHU B3sUI B pyKH caM Aulekcel MuxainoBud.

Jla 1 pa3yMbIBaTh OBUIO YK€ MO3IHO.

JloJIrOopyKuid HaTsHYJI BOXOKM, W ropsdas JIOIIaab, MOAXBATUB JIETKUE CAaHKH, IIOMYalla UX
CTpeloil, o6/1aBasi CeIOKOB CHEXHOU mbLIbl0. He mponuio u mosyyacy, Kak B3MbUICHHAs JIOIIAAb
y>KE€ OCTAHOBWIACH Y BOPOT THXOHOBCKON MEJIbHHUIIBI.

Anexkceld MwuxaillloBU4 BBICKOUMJI W3 caHell M 3abapabaHmil B BOpoTa. ['pOMKHI CTyk
npoOyANI BCIO OKPECTHOCTH M TYJIKHM 3XOM OTO3Bajcs I/e-To Baanu. Ha 3ToT pa3 emy oTBOpmiIn
HE TaK CKOpO, KaK B MepBbIi npue3s. OH NpUHUMANCS CTydaTh paza TpU, IOKa HaKOHell 3a 3a00poM
HE CKpHUIIHYJIA IBEPb, U HE NOCIbIaNICA rosoc Hukurku:

— Kto emé tam? Koro Henérkast npunecna?

— OtBopu, Hukura, 310 51, lonropykuil! — oto3Baiicst Anekceil MuxaiinoBuu.

— Ceifuac, Bamie cuATENbCTBO! — BOCKIMKHYA HukuTka, m Bcien 3a TeM Jo ciyxa
Josropykoro AoHEccs CKpUIl MPOMEP3IOr0 CHEra MOJl €ro TOPOIUIMBBIMHU IIaraMu. 3arpemMen
TSKEIBIN 3aMOK, 3BAKHYJI 3aI10p, U BOPOTA PaCIaxHyJIUCh.

— [loxanyiite, Bame cusarenscTBo! — Bosrinacui Hukutka. — [Ipocture, Xpucra paau, 4to
(doHapb He 3aXBATUIT; OOJIBHO YK TOTOPOTIMIICS.

JloJIrOpyKuii CXBaTUII €0 3a PyKY H; [IOYTU IPUTHYBIIUCH K €70 JIAIY, [IPOLIEITal:

— Tl'oBopu Tume. A e oguH. Crapuk 31ech?

— Heryrtu. 3aBTpa X03511Ky K1EM, TaK 5 €ro CIUIaBUIL.

— A HecyacTHEHbKUH rae?
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— B ero xamopke, o 3aMmkoM. [IpeIxHET, 011, 0€3 3aIHUX HOT.

— Hy nagno, — npomentan Anekceld MuxaitsioBud ¥ moTom ckasai rpoMko: — Hy BoT uro,
Oparer: Tol Obl 3a (oHapéMm cxoaui. Tyr y Bac TeMEeHb HENPOIJIAJHAS, TOTO M TSI, TOJIOBY
CJIOMMILIb.

— Cetiuac, 6aTIOIIKa KHA35!

W HukuTka co BceX HOr OpoCHIICS Ha3aJ HAa MEJbHHILY, a 4Yepe3 MHUHYTY BEpHYIJCS C
3aKOMYEHHBIM (POHAPEM, CKBO3b TYCKIIBIE CTEKIIA KOTOPOTO €/1Ba MPOOUBAINCH ClIa0ble Ty4H CBETA.

— Iloxanyiite, kaspkHa! — oOpartmics lonropykuit K AHHe, ToMorasi el BBIIE3TH U3 CaHeH.

W, nopnepxuBasi MOJIOAYIO JEBYIIKY, OH HalpaBUJICS K MEJIbHMIIE, YEPHEBIIEH I'PO3HBIM
pU3pAaKOM Ha TEMHOM (poHEe HOYHOTO Heoda.

Maea IX
B nopbiBe cTpacTtu

Kpome maneHbKOM KaMOpKH, CIyKHMBIIEH oOurtanuiieMm ctapuka KoHapata M B KOTOpOM
Teneps Haxoauscs bapaTuHckuil, Ha MenbHHIIE ObLTa emé OoJbIas TOPHUIIA, TTPEAHA3HAYABIIASCS
B Tropsiyee BpeMs OCEHHEro IOMOJa Ui HOYEBKU IIPUE3KUX KPECTbsH, IPUBO3UBIIUX Ha
THUXOHOBCKYIO MEJIBHUIY CBOE 3€PHO U3 OUYEHb JAIIBHUX JCPEBEHb.

Bor B oTy-TO ropHuumy u BBEN NOHATAUBBIN Hukurtka KHA3A JOJrOpykoro u MOJIOIYIO
KHSDKHY, U HE ITOJ03PEBaBIIYI0, YTO OHA CTaja >KEPTBOM CaMOM THYCHON UHTPUIH.

AHHa ¢ yAMBJIEHUEM OTIJISIHYJIach KPYTOM.

Ona Obl1a yBepeHa, uro Jlonropykuit npoBenét e€ npsMo K bapsTuHCKOMy, U, HE BUIS €r0
371eCh, B 3TOW OOJBIION €1ab0 OCBEIMIEHHON OIUIBIBABIICH CAbHOW CBEYKOW TOPHUIIE, TEMHBIC
3aKOITYEHHBIE CTEHBI KOTOPOM KaK-TO JOHEINb3sl HEMPUIOTHO TUIAEIN HAa HE€, — MOJI01as ACBYIIKA
B3Jporuyia. Eil moueMy-To cTajao CTpallHo.

Jlo cuX TOp HM TE€HH COMHEHHUS He BO3HHKANO B €€ BO3OyxIEHHOM Mo3ry. [Ipeobnanama
TOJIBKO OJTHA MBICIIb, — MBICJIb O BapsTHHCKOM, O TOM, HACKOJIBKO CHJIbHA €ro 00JIe3Hb. 3aHsATas
3TOI0 MBICIIBIO, BCS OTJABUIMCh €1, AHHA HE 3aMeTHUJIa HEECTECTBEHHOCTH pacckasa Jlonropykoro
M, BCS OXBau€HHass MYUYUTEIbHOW TPEBOTrOHM 3a JIOOMMOTO yelloBeKa, HE paccyxjaas, Opocuiach
cama B 3alajHIo.

N TosIBKO TEneph, OrIsAAbIBAsICh KPYTOM U IIOYYBCTBOBAB KAKOM-TO HESICHBIA CTPAX, KOTOPBIU
BHyIIaNa i 3Ta rOpHHIA, OJHA IOJIOBMHA KOTOPOIl ObLIa 3aHATa CTOJIOM, TJe Mepliajlia cBeuya B
JKEJIE3HOM IIaHJaje, a aApyras COBCEM IOTOHYJIA BO Mpake, — MOJIOAAs AEBYILIKa 3aAyMallach, U
Pe3yIbTAaTOM 3TUX JYM SIBUJIIOCH KAKOE-TO HESICHOE IOJO3PECHHUE.

«boxe moit! A dro, ecnu s oOManynack B JlonropykoM, — nymaina oHa. — MoxkeT ObITh, OH
BBIIyMaJl BCIO 3Ty CKa3Ky, YTOOBI 3aBECTH MEHS B 3TO CTpAIIHOE MeCTO... Beab oH mo0ui MeHs. ..
I'oBopuT — MIOOUT /10 cUX TOP. .. EciM OH HACUIIBHO XOUYET OBJIAJAETh MHOIO. ..»

OHa onsATh HEPBHO B3/IPOTHYJA U OTJISIHYAAch KpyroM. Jlonropykoro He Obu1o okoJio He€. OH
ObL1 HA caMoif MenbHUIE U menTancs ¢ Hukutkoil. XXyTko crano kHsbkHE AHHE.

MpauHass KOMHaTa IOKa3ajach €W emé mpadHee. MEprBas THIIMHA, LIAPUBIIAs BOKPYT,
nyrana e€. Manedmmii mopoxXx BeTpa B KPbUIbAX BETPAKA, KAKUM-TO CJIAObIM CBHCTOM
JOHOCHBILMICS CIOZA, 3aCTaBJIsUI €€ B3AparuBarh U KaKk-TO IYIVIMBO IPUKUMATHCS K CTOJY, OKOJIO
KOTOPOI'0 OHA CTOsIA.

A HEYroMOHHBIE MBICIH MPOJOJDKAIN LIYMETh B TOJIOBE, IPOJOJDKAIN PHUCOBATh CaMble
0e30TpaJHbIe, caMble YAPYYaroIue KapTHHBI.

— l'ocnon, cmacu MeHs! — menTana KHSDKHA, 3alaMblBasg M YyTKO IPHUCIYIIUBAACH K
okpyxaromeit Tummnae. — U 3agem Tosbko s noexana! Kak st He cooOpasuia Toro, yto Oyap Bacs
JNEUCTBUTENHHO TaK OJM3KO OT MOCKBEL... OT MEHsI, OH HAIEN Obl Cilydail COOOIIUTh MHE, YTO OH
KUB... Benb oH moOut meHs, mo0ut. OH 3HAET, B KaKOUM CTpalTHON TpeBore JOJHKHA s ObLia
HaXOJUThCsl BCE ATO BpeMs... Ero Her 31ech... MeHs 0OMaHyNu... MEHsI 3aBICKIHN B JIOBYIIKY...
l'ocoam, criacu MeHs!

3a ABEpbIO MOCIHBINATUCH aru JJonropykoro. AHHa HyIrJIMBO OTIIATHYJACh B CTOPOHY, H,
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KOrZla OH BOWIEN, Ha €€ cpa3y IMOMEPTBEBLIEM JIMIE OTpaswics TakoM yxac, 4To Ajekceil
Muxaii10B14Y TOTUAC K€ MOHSUI, YTO MOJIOasl AEBYILKA YCIENa YK€ JOraaaTbcs O €r0 HAMEPEHUSIX.

«TeM nydie, — X0JIOAHO MOJyMaJl OH, — MHE HaJ0€JI0 Urparb KoMeauto. Beé paBHO el yx
He yiiTu oTctoga. OHa 10JKHA OBITh MOCH. ..»

Ho oH Bcé-Taku HE X0Ten myrars €€ cpasy.

— PazpeBaiitech, KHsKHA, — C JJACKOBOU YNIBIOKOM MOAXOs K HEM, ckazan Jlonropykuii. —
37ech KapKo, AaKe CIHUIIKOM KapKo... A TO BbI €II€ NPOCTYIUTHCS MOYXKETE.

W oH npoTsSHY! pyKH, 9YTOOBI MOMOYb €l CHATH OypHyc. Ho Monoznas neByiika, 3aMETUB €ro
JBHM>KEHUE, OBICTPO OTCTYIMIIA HA3a U APOXKAIUM TOJI0OCOM BOCKJIMKHYJIA!

— Kus13p! Ber 06Manynu mens! Bacu Her 31ech!

Anexcell MuxaiinoBUY S3BUTEIBHO PACXOXOTAJICS.

— OH 311€Ch, MOSI KpacaBuLal..

— Bor mkére! — mpogomkana kHsbkHAa. — Bel jpkére! Bel OecuecTHO 3aMaHWIM MEHS B
3aIaHI0, BOCIOJIb30BaBIINCH MOEH JOBEPUMUBOCTBIO. .. 3a4EM BBI 3TO cAenanu?!

Jlosropykuii emeé cuiabHee pacXoXoTaJCs.

— A BBI M HE JIOraJbIBa€TECh — 3a4eM, MOs JJacTouka! 3aTeM, 4To 5 J100JII0 Bac. ..

W 0oH onATh NPOTAHYI K HEW PYKHU.

Tonpko ceifuac oco3Hana AHHa BCIO OIIACHOCTh CBOETO IMOJIOXKEHMs. TOJIBKO ceidac MOoHsuIa
OHa, KaKyl0 Y)KacHYIO0 OIIMOKY COBEpIIWJa, MOEXaB CI0Ja, Ha 3Ty TIyXyl0, 3aTEPSIHHYIO B IOJIE
MeJIbHULLY, BMeCTE ¢ Jloropykum.

W e€ oxBartui TakoW CTpax, 4To OHA 4yThb HE JHMIIWIACh 4yBcTB. Ho onHa moGopoia
MOJICTYNABIIYIO CIab0CTh; OHA MpHUAaja Ha MOMOIIb BCIO CHUJIY BOJIM U, IJISIHYB NPSMO B JIULO
HaXaJbHO yInbiOaBIerocs [loaropykosa JIMXOpaJ0dHO 3aTOPEBLUIMMCS B30POM, BOCKIMKHYJIA:

— Kakoii xe Bbl Heroasii, kHs13b! Hackonbko HYXHO OBITH O€CYECTHBIM, YTOOBI 3aMAaHHTH
MEHS B Takyl MOJUIyl0 JIOBYIIKY... O, kKak riayboko s Bac HeHaBmwky! Kak crpamHo g Bac
[IPE3UPAIo. ..

Jloaropykuii MoJi4a He CBOAMI C €€ OJeTHOTO JIMYHKA, €€ OCBEIIEHHOTO JIydaMU MepLaBIIeH
CBEYKH, CBOEr0 MbLUIaBIIEro B3opa. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ, KaK BCE CHIIBHEE M CUJIBHEE 3aKHUIIAET KPOBb B
ero JKWiax, Kak BcE MpepbIBHUCTeE HAayMHAET OuThcs cepaue... OH, Ka3ajloch, M03a0bLI B ITY
MUHYTY BECb MHp, Jaxe bapsaTuHcKoro, kamMopka KOTOporo ObUia OTHElIeHAa TOHKOU
MEPEropoJKoi, — 3a0bla1 BCE, KpOME CBOEW CTpPAcTH, KPOME JUKOTO JKEeJaHWs BO 4TO Obl TO HH
cTajo o0najath 3TOM XPYNKOH NEBYIIKOW, C TAKMM THEBHBIM IMPE3PUTEIHHBIM BHUJOM CTOSBIIEH
TEIeph Nepes HUM.

B HéM mpocsinancs 3Bepb, ¥ 4TO Obl HU TOBOPHIIA KHSKHA AHHA, KaK Obl HM MOJIMJIA €ro, KaK
Obl HU TPOKJIMHANIA, — OH HE Yyciblan Obl HU MOJBLObI, HU mpokisaTuil. llym pasropesrueiics
KPOBH 3arJIylInI ObI BCE 3TO. ..

A Mosopasi NieBylIKa IIpOJOJDKala, BCSA IIbLIas HETOJOBAHUEM, caMa HE I[OHUMAas, 4TO
JeNaeTcs ¢ Heto, OTKyna Oepércst y He€ dTa PHEprusl, Mo IepKUBAIOIIas e€ Terneph, B 3Ty Y)KaCHYIO
MHUHYTY...

— IlocteiguTech, — roBOpwia oOHA. — IIpwnnuno mm  Bam, KHA310 JloJropykomy,
n300pakaTh MpocToro paz0OoiHuka... Jla u pa30oitHMK OBl HEe MOMIEN HA Takoe JEeN0, U TOT Obl
coxanuiicst Hajo MHoto! Heyxkenu BbI Xyxe pa3boitnuka?!

— 1 moGumro Te6s1, — mpomentan JJonropykui.

— Kakas xe 310 mo6oBs! [locnennuiit xojgon — U TOT JMOOMT MHAuYe... M TOT He cTaHeT
370YTOTPEOIIATH HEONBITHOCTBIO M IOBEPUUBOCTHIO JIEBYILIKH.

— S nro6uro T€6s1... — cHOBa MOBTOPMII JlONTOPYKUI M MTOIBUHYJICS K HEH.

Jlumo ero moGarpoBerno, riia3a HAIWIACH KPOBBIO, M OH TaK ObLI CTpalleH B 3TO MTHOBEHBE,
YTO KHSPKHA HEBOJIBHO BCKPHUKHYJIA U 3aKpbUIA JIULO PYKaMHU.

— Kus13p! — 3akpuuana oHa *ajnoOHBIM, KAKUM-TO AETCKUM rosiocoM. — Kus3s! Moutio Bac!
[Momaaure Mens! 51 He clenana BaM HUYETO TYPHOTO... 3a YTO BbI, YOMB MOIO JyIIly, XOTUTE YOUTh
u teno?! KHs3b, Belib s He MepeXUBY CBOETO M030pa. ..

— 51 Tebs mo0m0! — XpHUILIO BRIKpUKHYN Ajekceil MuxaitnoBuu. — S 1e6s mobmio... Tl
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JO0JKHA OBITH MOE€H0... M HM MOJBOBI, HM Yrpo3bl, HU COMPOTHBIIEHHE HE CHacyT TeOs OT MOUX
OOBATHH... DTO MOS MECTh 3a TO, YTO Thl TaK MPE3pPUTEIHHO OTTOJIKHYJA MEHs; 3a TO, YTO MHE,
KH:310 JloJIrOpyKOMYy, Tl OCMEIIUIIACh MPEANOYECTh dTOr0 MalbuuiiKy bapsarunckoro. S Bcé 310
BpeMst KU 0e3yMHOM Ha/eX10# crenaTh Tedst CBOEH jKEeHOM, — Thl caMa He 3aX0Tesa 3TOro... 3a
3TO THI Oyelb MOeH JTFOOOBHULIEH. . .

W on Opocuiics k Hell u cxBatui e€ 3a pyku. JKapkoe JIbIXaHue, CO CBUCTOM BBIPHIBABILIEECS
U3 €ro CyXuX BOCHANEHHBIX I'y0, 000KIJIO U0 AHHBI. ..

B crpamHOM uncmyre oHa BCKpPHKHYJA, METHYJAach B CTOpPOHY, XOTEJla BbIPBAaThbCs, HO
JloAropykuii Tak Kperko cxkall €€ pykd, 4TO 3TO yCHIIHE ObUIO OECITIONe3HO.

Anexcelt MuxaiimoBuu mpuOIu3MiI CBOM TyObl K €€ rydaM U TOBTOpsUI, Kak Oe3yMHBIH,
TOJIBKO OHY (pa3y;

— 51 1ebs nmro6uto. ... st TeOs JI00II0. .. g TeOs I00I0. . .

CMmenast MbICIb MENBKHYJIA, KAK MOJIHUS CPEAN MpakKa, B TOJIOBE MOJIOJIOHN EBYILKH.

— Kusa3p! — oTuasgHHO BockiMkHyna oHa. — Omnomuurecs! Ilyctute Mensa! Bsl camu
ropopute, 4ro Bacs 31ech... XO0Th OH W 0OJieH, HO, YCJBIIIAB MOW KpPUK, OH MPHIET, YTOOBI
BBIPBaTh MEHSI U3 BAlLIUX PYK.

OTH cJ0Ba HA MUHYTY Kak Obl OIIeTOMMIN J{0JITOPYKOT0; OH Ja’ke BBIITYCTHI M3 CBOUX PYK
PYKH AHIOTBI, HO TIOTOM JIMKO, 3JI00HO paccMesics.

— Kpunun! — ckazan oH. — 3o0Bu cBoero muioro. Eciav oH u npuiér, TO COBCEM HE Ha
pamocTh AJist TeOS.

— Tax oH 31ech?!

— 3neck, 3neck! Ho He panylics oueHb 3TOMY, MOS TIPENIECTb. ..

— A, 3nozeit! — BockinkHynaa AHHA. — Tak Thl yOMJI €ro M XOYelllb HaJpyraThCsl HaJl ero
TPYIIOM. ..

— S ero He youBan. OH XUB, HO BCE paBHO YTO MEPTB. ..

CrpaiHas forajka nopasmia KHsDKHY.

— JKuB, HO... BCE paBHO KaK MEPTBBIN... — XOJIOZEs OT yXaca, IpolenTtaia oHa. — Tak
OH., OH...

— On 06e3ymHBII! — TOpKecTByIOIIE MOSICHUN J{ONTOpyKHil, M OTBpaTUTENbHAs YIbIOKa
npoberkaia 1o ero Jauily. — Ternepb Thl MOHUMACIIB, YTO 51 HE O0IOCH €ro...

KHshkHa BCKpHKHYJIa OT OCTpoi OoJim, mpoHM3aBIIEH €€ cepale, U C TIYyXUM pblIaHHEM
[IpuIaia rojaoBou K CTOIY.

A Jloaropykuii mpo1oJnKat:

— TbI BUAMIIB, KakK S MILY... A ThI €1I€ XOTENA UATH IPOTUB MOEH BOJIH. ..

OH coBepIIeHHO 00e3yMeN B 3Ty MUHYTY M, 3a0bIBasi, YTO €ro OTKPOBEHHOCTb MOXET yOHUTb
MOJIOZYIO JIEBYILIKY, C Y)KACalOIIUM XJIaJHOKPOBHEM, HCIIOJIHEHHBII MCTUTEIBHOTO YYBCTBA U
CTPACTHOTO JKEJIaHHs IOCTaBUTh OCTHON KHSKHE MYYUTENIbHYIO O0JIb CBOMM PAacCKa3oM, IMPUHSIICS
nepefaBath €l MOJAPOOHOCTH aJCKOTO 3aMbIclia IMPOTHUB bapsATHHCKOro, NpHBENEHHOTO B
HCIIOJIHEHUE AHTPONIBIYEM.

OH paccka3zaj, Kak YTOBOpPHJICSA ¢ AHTPONBIYEM, KAaK TOT Jaj CJIOBO 3aMaHUTh bapsTuHCKOro
B JIOBYILIKY, Kak Bacunuii MatBeeBuy nonajcs B He€.

— Ero, npasna, craciu, — NpooJKal OH CBOM yKAaCHBIM PacCcKas, KaKJ10€ CIOBO KOTOPOIO
TOYHO HOKOM BPE3aJIOCh B CEpJIe KHSDKHBI AHHBI, TOYHO OTHEHHBIMU OyKBaMH ropelio mepen eé
ITYXOBHBIM B30POM, — €TO CIIAclid, HO TOJIBKO 3aTe€M, YTO0 yOeIuThCsl, 4TO OH COIIEn ¢ yma. Ecnu
Thl XO4Yelllb BUJETh €ro, s Tede ero Mokaxy moTtoM... OH COHUT TYT psioM, B KaMoOpke... S He
oOmanyn Te0s1, cka3aB, 4TO OH *kHB. OH XKHB, HO TaKas *HU3Hb XYK€ CMEpPTH... Tenepr OH MHE He
oraceH... 9To OeTHBIA UANOT, KOTOPHIM Jaxe W HE y3HaeT TeOs, a TOJIbKO OyJaeT OecCMBICICHHO
XJIOTIaTh IJ1a3aMHU U HAa TBOU OTYASTHHBIE KPUKH OTBETHUT IJIYIIBIM CMEXOM.

AmnHa nepectana pbigarh. Cinésbl Kak-TO cpas3y BbICOXJIM Ha ri1a3zax. OHa oToLuIa OT CTOJA U
Opocuia Ha JIonropyKoro B3riisil, 3aropeBIIMKACS TUKOH 3710001.

— Kaxkoii e Bbl Heroasi! — BockiukHyna oHa. — Ilocneauuii Bop He Tak raJloK, Kak BbI. ..

JloJIropykuii pacXoxoTacsl.
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— U Bcé-Taku 3T0 HE MOMeIaeT Tede 1eIoBaTh MEHS. . .

— Hukorpa! — crnoBHo oTpe3ana mononas neBymka. — Hwuxorma! S, mpaBnma, cnabas
JIEBYIIIKA, HO 5 33]IyIlly BAac, €CIU BBl TOJBKO MPUOIU3UTECH KO MHe!

— A BOT yBUAMM!

N Anexceit MuxainoBu4 MIarHyi 0 HAIIPABJICHUIO K KHSYKHE U XOTEJl CHOBA CXBaTUTh €€ 3a
PYKH.

Ho mononast neBymika, Kak KOIIKa, BIPYr OpOCHJIach Ha HETO M CO BCEH CHJIBI BIETIMJIAChH
MajJblaMU B €10 ropso. Tsokeno Apliia, KaKIyl0 MUHYTY FOTOBasl IIOTEPATH CO3HAHUE, OHA CyKaja
€ro IVIOTKY C TaKOM CUJIOH, YTO OH 4yTh CPa3y HE 3aJ0XHYJICA.

Ho J[lonropykuii ompaBuics, 3aBsi3anack 0Oopbba, M MOJIOJOW JeBymike, u 0e3 TOro
NOTPSICEHHOM U 00ECCUIICHHOM, MPUIILIOCH YCTYNUTh. ANlekceit MuxaiiaoBUY BeIpBAJICS U3 €€ pYK U
B CBOIO ouepenib cxBaTwiI €€ 3a pyku. OHa TMKO, OTYassHHO BCKPUKHYJIA:

— Bacsa! Musiit! Cnacu mens!

A Jlonropykuii, cxxumast €€ B CBOUX 0OBATHSIX, OTBICKMBAJ TyOamMu €€ TyObl U IIeTTall:

— 30BH... KPUUH... OH U HE YCIIBIIINT!

Ho on omub6ces.

3a cTeHOM pa3gaincs 4el-To KpHUK, IOTOM CTYK, KAKOM-TO TPECK, TOUHO XPYCTEIU JOCKU IOJ
HAaIropoM KaKON-TO TUKOU CHIIBI.

OTOT LIyM U TpecK 3acTaBmin JloAropykoro HEBOJbHO OTJISIHYTHCS Ha ABEPD.

W Bapyr oH mnoOiemHen, B3APOTHYT W TOPOIUIMBO BBIMYCTHJI M3 CBOUX OOBATHI
10JIy0eCUyBCTBEHHYIO MOJIO/IYIO JIEBYIIIKY.

Ha nopore crosn bapaTuHCKkui, U rj1a3a €ero B TEMHOTE I'OpEIH, CIOBHO JBa PAaCKAJIEHHbIE

YIS

MNnaBa X
Pacnnarta

[Ipomio He Oonblie MUHYTHI MEPTBOTO, TOMHTEIBHOTO MOJIYaHHS, HO 3Ta MHUHYTa
MI0Ka3aJ1ach 1IEJI0ON BEUHOCTHIO U KH:310 [l0IropykoMy, U KHsDKHE AHHE.

Mononast 1eByiIKa, IOYyBCTBOBaB ce0si Ha CBOOOE, HE Cpa3y MOHsIIA, YTO TAKOE CIYYHIIOCH,
U TOJIBKO IIPOCJEIUB HUCIyraHHBIM B30op Asekcess MuxainoBuua, yCTpeMJIEHHBIH Ha JBEPb, OHA
ySICHUJIA HAKOHELl IPUYMHY STOU TPEBOIH.

VYBHUaB Ha MOpoOre pe3Ko BBHIPUCOBABINYIOCA Ha TEMHOM ¢oHe ¢urypy bapstuHckoro, oHa B
NEpBBIIl MOMEHT Kak Obl 3acThlia OoT yauBieHHs. OHa Kak Obl He Bepuia Iiia3aM; el Ka3zaioch Bcé
3TO KaKUM-TO TSOKENBIM CHOM, (DaHTOMOM pAacCTPOEHHOTO BOOOpakeHUs, W OHa Oosach
MOIIEBENIbHYTHCS, YTOOBI HE CIIYTHYTb 3TOT MPU3PaK, TAK BHE3AIMHO SBUBIIMNCS U MOTYIIUH TaK ke
BHE3aIHO MCYE3HYTh OT OJHOro €€ ABWXEeHUs. bosics nomeBenbHyThes U [onropykuii. OH He
MoTepsUl caMo00JIalaHusl, HO 3TO MOSBICHHE BapsATHHCKOrO MOTPSACIO €ro 0 TIyOWHBI AYIIH,
HCIYrajo €ro Tak, Kak HuUKorjza emé He myrajics A0 cux nop. OH cpa3y HOHsUI, YTO €ro Wrpa
MPOUTPaHa, YTO CHACTUCh OT ATOTO T'PO3HOTO MCTHTENS OyAeT HEBO3MOXHO, MOTOMY YTO 3TO HE
3/IpaBbIi YEJIOBEK, @ CyMACIIEAIINNI, AUKUN 3BE€Pb, BBIPBABIIMICSA Ha BOIIO. M, 3aCTBIB OT yXkaca, OH
CMOTpEJI, IIMPOKO PACKPHIB IJ1a3a, Ha HEMOABIKHYIO GUTypy BapsITHHCKOTO TOUHO OYapOBAaHHBIM,
HE CMesl IBUHYThCS C MECTa, 0XKHJasi B CMEPTEIbHOM CTpaxe, Korja TOoT Opocurcst Ha Hero. Tak
00e30pyKEHHBbII OXOTHMK CMOTPHUT Ha PAHEHOI'O0 THUTPa, PACCBUPENEBIIEr0 OT 3TOW paHBl U
TOTOBOI'O CHEaTh YXKACHBIN IIPBIKOK.

Bapsitunckuit emeé yrpom 3Toro JHs ObLIT B TAKOM K€ O€CCO3HATEIBHOM COCTOSHUHM, KaK M BCE
BpeMmst ero npeObiBaHus Ha MenbHUIle. HecmoTpst Ha Bee yemnusa Konapara, ero 60JabHOM MO3T ObLT
NOTPYKEH B TaKWe K€ MOTEMKU; MUHYTa IPOCBETICHUS HE HACTYMala, Jla U TPYAHO OBLIO KJIaTh,
4100 OHa Korjpa-HuOyap Hactynuia. Korma Jlonropykuii v KHskHa AHHA MpUEXald Ha MEJIbHHUILY,
OH CHaJ TSLKEJIBIM CHOM M BIPYT KaK-TO Cpa3y IPOCHYJCSA OT LIyMa, JOJIETEBLIETO JO HETO U3-3a
crenbl. OH MEIJIEHHO BCTaJI C KPOBaTH W, el He cooOpaxkas, HE oThaBas cebe oT4éra, MpOCTO
3aWHTEPECOBAHHBIA 3TUM BHE3AITHO NMPOOYAMBIINM €r0 HIYMOM, CTaJl MPUCIYIIUBATHCS K TOJ0caMm,
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3BYYaBIIMM B CMEXHOW ropHuue. CHauaia 3TH rojioca CIMBAIUCH AJIS HETO B KaKOM-TO HESCHBIM,
HETOHATHBIN IIyM. B ero 00JbHOM MO3ry HE MOJYy4ajocCh IOJIHOTO MPEACTABJICHUS O TOM, KOMY
NPUHAIEKAT 3TU Tojioca, YTO O3HadaeT 5ToT ImyM. OH, Kak peOEHOK, OeccO3HaTEeNbHO
CIIYILIAIOUMN TapMOHHUYHOE JKyp4yaHbE py4deiKa, MPHUCIyLIMBajiCsI K 3TOMY LIyMYy, — U BJPYI
B3/IpOTHYJI, IPOBEN PYKOH IO JIMILY, CJIOBHO OTTOHSISI KAKYIO-TO MBICJIb, BHE3AITHO 3apOAMBILIYIOCS B
€ro MO3Ty; TYCKJIbIE IJ1a3a OJEeCHYJIH OTOHBKOM MbICIH. OH TOYHO BeCh IMpeoOpasmiics U ObICTPO
IIarHyn K J1Bepu. BHesanmHo siBUiock mpocBetieHrne. OTYassHHBIN KPUK KHSKHBI AHHBI TPOOYIHIT
npemaBiiuit Mo3r. OH y3Hal €€ roJioc...

Tax ObIBaeT MOPOIO B MpUpOE. 3aTSIHET 03epO PACKOM, — U MOoJ €€ 3eTIEHBIM KOBPOM 3aCHET
9TO 03ep0 MEPTBBIM CHOM. HM4YTO HE HApyIIUT €ro IOKOS; HUYTO HE IPOPBET 3TOrO TOJICTOIO
KOBpa, MEIIAOLIETO JIydyaM COJHIIA MPOOYAUTh 3acHyBIee 03epo. Ho Bapyr nanetut Oyps. Peskwuii
MOPBIB BETPa NPOPBET 3apOCIIU, — U CHOBA BCKOJIBIXHETCA 03EpHAs BOJA, U CHOBA B HEM 3aJpOKaT
30JI0TBIMU OJIECTKAMU JIydH FOPSYEro COJHIIA, IPOTJITHYBIIETO U3 Pa30PBABIIMXCS TyY.

BapsiTuackoro mpoOyaui K CO3HATENbHOM KU3HM KPUK KHSKHBI AHHBL. MO3r CTpSXHYNT ¢
ceOs1 TSHKETBIE OKOBBI Oe3yMHs M Hayan padoTaTb. MBICTH BepeHMIIEH TOHECIUCHh B TOJIOBE, — U
Bacwinit MarBeeBud ObL1 ClIacEH.

OH TONKHYJCA B JBEPb, — OHA OKa3ajach 3amepToi. A Mexay TeM rojoca 3a CTEHOMH
IIPOJIOJDKAIA 3By4aTb, M OH TEHEpPh SICHO pasziauyal HE TOJIBKO TroJIOC AHHBI, HO U TO0JIOC
Hoaropykoro. CHavana eMy 3TO MOKa3aJoCh MPOAOKEHUEM TOTO CTPAIIHOTO CHA, KAKUM CUUTAI
OH JI0JITHE€ MECSALbI CBOEro cyMacuiecTsus. Ho Bapyr cHOBa npo3Byyan OTYasiHHBIN NPU3bIB:

— Bacsa! Musnit! Cnacu mens!

OTO Kpuyajga OHa, ero Joporas AHIOTa, U OH yXe HE paccykial 0ojee U, BICKOMBIH
BHE3AITHO BCIBIXHYBIIUM JEJIAaHUEM OOBSICHUTH ce0e, YTO 3HAYUT 3TOT KPUK, CHOBA OpOCHIICS K
JBEPU, HABAJWJICS HA HEE BCEM CBOMM TEJIOM U IIOYTH IPOPBaJI TOHKHE JTOCKH. ..

MrHoBeHHEe, — U OH ObUI yXe Y JABEpH OOJBIION TOPHHIIBI, /i€ MPOMCXOJHIA OTYAsHHASL
0oprOa Mexay OeqHOM NeBymkoi U Anekceem Jloaropykum.

310 3penuie A1 Hero ObLIO TaK HEOKHMJIAaHHO, TaK IMOPA3UII0 €ro, YTO HA MTHOBEHbE CIIOBHO
Kakas-TO TeHb CHOBa HaOexasia Ha ero Mo3r. OH cHOBa ObUI OJM30K K CyMacIIECTBUIO, — HO 3TO
IIPOJOJIKAIOCH TOJIBKO MOMEHT.

TouHO 1y4 BHE3aHOIO CBETa paccess Mpak, OKpyKaBIIMH ero Bc€ 370 BpeMsa. OH Kak-TO
cpasy, Oojee cepaleM, YeM yMOM, TOHsJI, 3a4eM Cioja nomanu AHHa u J{oJTOpyKHid, MOHSII, YTO
JIeBYIIIKA TTOTIajia B 3aMaHIO U oru01a Obl, eciu Obl He CYACTIMBBINM cTydai.

B 310 camoe Bpems onoMHMIIACh U KHsDKHA AHHA. AHHA ObIcTpo Opocuiack Kk bapsaTuHckomy
1 00XBaTHJIa €r0 pyKaMHu.

— Bacs! poxgnoii! Tb1 xuB! — BockinukHyna oHa. — Criacy, cracu MeHs OT 3TOTO 3JI01€sl.

— l'onyOka! Kak 161 monana crona? — ObICTpo cripociul Bacunuit MaTBeeBuu.

— 010 0H, Jloaropykuii, 3aB€3 MeHs CIOJaA. ..

Bbapstunckuii orctpanmi e€ ot cebs 1 marHyn K Jloaropykomy.

— Tak BOT Kak, KHA3b Asekcedl MuxailnoBud! — KpUKHYJ OH, — KaKUMH Thl J€JIaMU CTall
3aHUMaThCA. .. He mpumiocs MHe ¢ T0OO010 pacuéThl IOKOHYUTH B TOT pa3, TeNneph Thl He YHAEIb OT
MEHS.

W o O6pocuiics Ha TPYCIUBO JIPOKAaBIIETO J[oNropyKoro U CXBaTHII €T0 32 TOPJIO.

Anexcelt MuxaitnoBud monpo6oBait ObLI0 CONMPOTHBIATHCS, ITOMPOOOBaAN OBLIIO BBIPBATHCS U3
KENEe3HBIX THUCKOB, KaKMMHU Cxan ero bapstunckuii, Ho Oopnrba Obuia OGecronesna. IIpormmio
HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUH, — JloNropykuit 3axpuresn, OeCCHIbHO B3MAaxXHYNl PYKaMU U TSDKEJO, BCEM
TEJIOM OITYyCTHJICS] BHU3.

Bapstunckuil pasxan pykd, u Anexceil MuxainoBuu O€3KH3HEHHBIM TPYIIOM PYXHYJ Ha
1moJ1. J{s Hero ObLIO BCE KOHYCHO.

B 310 camoe Bpems 3BOH KOJIOKOJIBLIEB IIOABEXABIICH TPOMKM M I'POMKHMH CTyK B BOPOTa
Hapywmwi MEPTBEHHYIO TUIIMHY. HuknTKa, emé He 3HaBIINI 00 y)KacHOU Jjpame, pa3bIrpaBIIeics B
TOPHUILIE, XOTS W CIBIIIABIIMM KPUKH, JOHOCUBIIMECS OTTyJa, HO HE NPUIABAaBLUIMI UM HHU
MaJIeHIIIero 3HAYeHusl, Terepb, 3aciIblla 3TOT CTYK M 3BOH OyOEHIIOB, OBICTPO BCKOYMII CO CBOETO
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HE3aTCHIMBOIO JIOXKA.

— barromku! Bot He BoBpems-T0! — BockJIMKHYN 0H. — Hukak, 310 xo3siika!

N on co Bcex Hor Opocwmics npeaynpeauth Jlonropykoro. Ho KkakoBbl ke ObUIM €ro
YIUBJICHUE M Y)Kac, Korja mpu ciaboM CBETe ele MeplaBlleil CBeYKH OH yBUaan Jloaropykoro
pacrpocTépThM Ha MOy, a KHKHY AHHY M «HECYACTHEHBKOTO», emlé HelaBHO OBIBHIETO IOX
3aMKOM, — B OOBSTHUAX JIPYT Apyra.

— bartomku! — 3aBonmi OH, BCIUIECHYB pPYyKaMH,— 4YTO TyT Takoe Bbiuio! Hukak,
cyMacueamuii youn kHsa3eHbKy-To! ThI uTO 3TO, pa30oWHUK, Hajaenan?! — HaOpocuics OH Ha
bapsarunckoro.

Tot u3yMinéHHo B3TIIAHY) Ha HUKUTKY M, KOHEYHO, HE y3HAII €TO0.

— Yto Tebe HyKHO, X0JOMN? — pPe3KO CHPOCHI OH y Hero. — Wiu u Thl ObLT B 3aroBOpe ¢
3THUM 3J101eeM?

HukuTka omemmsl U OT 3TOTO BJIACTHOTO TOHA, M OT B3rJIs/Aa, KOTOPBIM Opocui Ha HEro
«HECUACTHEHBKUI», HO IOTOM CHOBA MPUIIEN B CE0s U OTISTH 3aKpHYAIL:

— Jla TbI yero 3T0? YOUBCTBO COBEpIIMI J1a emé ropapioaunts! Bot nmoroam yxo...

Ho emy He ymanoch MOKOHYMTH. I'poMOIONOOHBIA CTYK B BOpOTa MOBTOPWICA, Ja H
BapsTuHCKHi Tak TPO3HO MOCMOTPEN HA HETO, YTO OH ONPOMETHIO OPOCHIICS BO JIBOP, YTOOBI HAHTH
3alIUTY OT pa30yIIeBaBUIETOCS «HECYACTHEHBKOTO» Y XO3SHKH U €€ CIyTHHUKA.

JlpoxxaiuMu pykamMu OTIIEpP OH 3aMOK M paclaxHyJ BOpOTa.

— OTO TBI YETO XK€, TypeHb, MOPO3UTHCS-TO HAC 3acTaBisiellb, — BeTpeTmina Hukurky Onbra
TuxoHoBHa, BbIIE3ast U3 KHOUTKH.

— Marymika xo3stomkal.. — 3aHpu1 Hukutka. — I'ope y Hac ciny4uuiocs!

— Kaxoe rope? Yro Takoe? — B 0uH rosoc cupocuiu U Oinbra, u CeHsIBUH, C KOTOPBIM OHa
Iprexajia Ha MEJIbHHUILY.

— YouBcTBO y Hac. HecuacTHeHbKHIA KHA3EHBKY 3ape3al.

OH u 3a6bu1, uTo Onbra TUXOHOBHA HM MaJICHIIEro MOHATUS HE MMeNa HU O OOJBLHOM, TaK
JI0JITO KMBIIEM Ha MEJNbHHUIE, HU O KHs3e Jlonropykom, mpuexaBIIeM Crojia, YTOObl HAWTH 37ech
CBOIO cMepTh. ENMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHA IMOHSIA U3 €ro CJIOB, YT0 HUKNUTKA NbSIH U €My C IbSHBIX
IJ1a3 YTO-TO MOMEPELIUIIOCH.

— Jla TBI 4Wero X 3TO, CKOTMHA, — HakuHyjaachk Oibra Ha MapHs, — HANWICA-TO [0
OecuyBcTBUS!
— UYro BhI, x03dr0mKal — Bo3paswi Hukutka. — Y MeHs BO pTy M MakOBOM POCHUHKHU HE

ObL10!

— Tak yero x Tbl, JypeHb, TAKyI0 HECYPA3HUILy MEJEIb?

— Huuero s He memto!

W HukuTka yxe XoTen ObUIO MYCTUThCA B OOBSCHEHUS TaWHCTBEHHOTO MPOMCIIECTBHUS, HO
MIOTOM TOJILKO OTYAsHHO MaxXHYJ PYKOH M BMECTO BCSKUX OOBSICHEHUH CcKa3all:

— Jla noxanyiite camu! Bc€ camu, kak ectb, U yBuauTe. M HECHaCTHEHBKOIO, Y KHS3EHBKY.
[InacT m1acToM JIEXKUT U HE JIBIXHET.

Onbra TuxoHoBHa ynuBinéHHO norisaena Ha CeHsBuHa. CEHSBUH OTBETHJI € TAaKUM XKe
M3YMJIEHHBIM B3TJIAI0OM U CKa3all B CBOIO OYEPEb:

— Kak BuaHO, Manblii-To He cOBCeM NbsiH. M BIpsAMb, Ka)KUCh, YTO-TO HENATHOE CIIYUHIIOCH.
Hano noiitu nocMoTpers. — M OH TBEpABIM 1IarOM HAIPAaBWICA 4Yepe3 ABOP K JIBEPH, BEILIEH Ha
MenbHUILy. 3a HUM cineqoM nouuty 1 Onsra TuxoHoBHa, 1 HukuTka, U gaxe paOOTHUK, PaBUBILIHHA
TPOMKOM.

HuxkuTka, 0)XKMIaBIINMH, YTO XO3SIMKUH O(HUIIEp TOTYAC JKE BEJIUT CBS3aTh «HECYACTHEHBKOTOY,
Obul cTpamrHO M3yMII€H, Koraa CeHsIBUH, BOWIS B TOPHUILY M YBUAEB bapsTuHCKoro, cHayana
OTIIATHYJICS U3YMIIEHHO, a TIOTOM C PaJOCTHBIM KPUKOM OpOCHIICS K CBOEMY JIPYTy U CXKajl ero B
OOBATHUSX.

— Bacs! munsiii! Tax 161 )xuB?!

— Kak BuuIlb, )KuB.

— /[la rae x Thl Iponagai CToJabKo BpeMeHn? OTKya Thl 3/1€Ch B3sUICA?
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— IIpaBo, He 3HaI0, — IrpyCTHO OTBETUI bapsaTuHCKH. — MHe KaXKeTcs, 4TO s CIaJl OUYEHb
JI0JITO€ BPEMS U TOJIBKO CeHYac MPOCHYJICH.

— bartomku! — BocknukHyn onsTe CeHSBHH, PasIieB KHSKHY PynHMIIKYI0, — M BBI
31ech, kHskHA?! 3HAauuT, BhI clofa BMecte ¢ Baceli npuexanu?

Mononas neBylilka, KOTopas BCE €1I€ He MOIJla ONPAaBUTHCS OT UCIYTa U U3YMJICHHSI, KOTOpas
70 TIyOuMHBI IymM ObUla MOTpPsACEHa TOJBKO YTO pasbIrpaBLICics CLIEHOW, TOJBKO ceilvac, ¢
nosiBieHueM CeHsIBUHA, Ka3ajJoCh, HEMHOIO NpHIIa B ceOs, TOYHO OYHYJAach OT YXKAaCHOTO
KOIlIMapa.

[Tocnennue cnoBa CeHsIBUHA JOJIETENN A0 €€ cioyXa U MpOOYIMIN TPEBOXKHBIM BOIPOC: YTO
XK€ B IEUCTBUTENBHOCTH BCE 3TO 3HAUUT?

Ona THX0 NoKayajia roJ0BOM U MEIUIEHHO IIPOrOBOPHIIA!

— Her, 4 He ¢ Baceii npuexaina croga. Mens crona 3aB€3 Jlonropykui.

— Jlonropykuit! — Bockinuknyn CeHsIBUH.

— Ha. O MmeHs yBepwn, urto Bacs HaxoauTcst 37ech, M XOTel 00ECUECTHUTh MeEHS,
BOCIIOJIb30BABIINCH MOeH AoBepunBocTh0. Ho kak Bacs nomnan crona, — s He 3Haro!

CeHsiBUH pa3BEn pyKamMH M yAUBIEHHO OIJIHYJCS KpyroM. BApyr B3risa ero yman Ha Tpyn
Hoaropykoro. OH OBICTPO MOJOMIEN K HEMY U HAaTHYJICS.

— Jonropykuit! — BocKIMKHYN OH. — ThI yous ero, Bacs?!

— Ha, 51 ero yowuu.

— Ho otkyna xe Tbl B3suica? — HegoyMeBast, cripocui onsTh CeHsBUH.

baparunckuii 3axymancs Ha MUHYTY, IIOTOM IIPOBEN PYKOH 110 JIMIY ¥ TUXO IPOLIENTAl:

— He 3Haro, HU4Yero He 3Har... MHe BCE em¢ KaXeTcs, 4TO s CIUII0. S CIOBHO CKBO3b COH
MPUIIOMHMHAIO, YTO MEHS 3aBEN Kyda-TO KaKOW-TO cTapuk. MeHs yaapwui, U s Kak OyATo cpasy
norpysmwicsi B 0ecripocBeTHyI0 Mriry. [ToToMm MHE MOMHHUTCS KaKUMH-TO CMYTHBIMH OOpBIBKaAMHU
MEJbHUIA, KaKOM-TO JABOP, MEUIKM ¢ MYKOMH... Bc€ 310 kak Oyaro Obuio Bo cHe. OKOHUYATEIHHO
MIPOCHYJICSA §, YCTBIIIaB KPUK AHIOTHI. S Opocuiics Ha 3TOT KpHUK U 3acTal e€ 37ech ¢ JJonropykum.
W s yOun ero... Ho kak s momain croja, Kak COH Mepemén B 1eHCTBUTEIBHOCTb, — 5 POBHO HUYETO
HE 3HAI0 U IIOHATH COBEPILICHHO HE MOTY.

— Ilocroit! — Bapyr cnoxBatwiics CeHsBUH M, 03BaB Hukutky, cripocusn ero: — Thl Koro
Ha3bIBaJl HECUACTHEHBKUM»?

— Jla BOT HX,— mpoOOpMOTAl COBEPLICHHO pacTepsBILUIICS TapeHb, IOKa3aB Ha
bapsarunckoro.

— Jla oTkyna x TbI ero 3Haemb? [loueMy ThI ero Tak Ha3Ban?

— IMomumyiite, Kak ke He 3HaTh! Yaii, OHU 37€Ch Y HaC Ha MEIbHHIIE OOJIBIIE MOJTOA KHITH.

W na Bonpockl CeHsIBUHA OH pacckasai, KakuMm oOpazom Hamén bapstuackoro Konapar, kak
OH €ro JIeunJsl, Kak bapsATUHCKUI mocie BbI3IOPOBIECHUS 0KA3aJICsl CyMAcCIIEIIINM, OJHUM CIOBOM
— BCE-BCE, 10 COOBITUI CETOAHSIIIHEH HOUM, /10 mpre3aa JJoIropykoro ¢ KHKHOW AHHOM.

OH emni€ xoTen 4To-To CKa3aTh, HO bapsATHHCKHIA epeduit ero, BOCKIMKHYB:

— Tak, 3HaYUT, 3TOT MOJTHI COH ObUI HE YeM WHBIM, Kak Oe3ymueM. U ecnu Obl HE THI,
AHIOTa, ecnu Obl HE TBOM KPUK, — 51 ObI U JI0 CUX MOp ObLI cymacuienmuM. Thl BEpHYyJa MEHS K
xu3Hu. ['ocrionu! brnaromapro Tebst, uto Twl BEpHYT MHE pacCyloK, BEpHYI MHE MOKO JOPOTYIO,
MO0 HEHArJISAHYI0 AHIOTY!

U, 06HAB MOJIOIYIO KHSKHY, TJ1a3a KOTOPOH OBUIHM MOJIHBI PAJOCTHBIX CIIE3, OH MPIKAJICS K €€
ryoaM J0JTUM TOIENTyeM.

Maea X
Mepenonox

CkpbITh cMepTh Anekcest MuxaitioBuua OblJI0O HEBO3MOXKHO, 1a bapsTHHCKMI U He xoTen eé
CKpbIBaTh. YOuiictBo Jlonropykoro oH He cuutaid rpexoM. OH yOMJI ero He TOJBKO KaK CBOETrO
COIIEPHHUKA, a KAK 3JI0J1es, IPUUYUHUBILIETO CBOEH MOJJI0N MCTUTEIBHOCTHIO MAaCCy MYYEHHU U MY U
KHsDKHE PymHuikoit; 910 yOMIICTBO OBLIO MECTBIO, TaKOIO kK€ OecromaaHo#, Kak OecromiagHo
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mctun [lonropykuii bapstunckomy. Bects o ToM, uTo Aunekceit MuxaitnoBuu yOuT, OBICTpO
pasHecnach Mo MockBe, — HO JloJNTOpyKMX B YacTHOCTH, a AJjieKces B OCOOCHHOCTH TaK HeE
JOOWIIM, YTO 3Ta BECTh HE MPOM3BENIa HU Ha KOro moTpscaromiero jneiicteus. Hamportus, MHOTHE
naxke 00paZoBaicCh Kak OyaTO HEcuacTbio B ceMbe J[ONrOpyKuX, U €Ciii He CMENH BBICKa3bIBaTh
9Ty pafoCTh SIBHO, TO B Jylle TOPKECTBOBAIM, YTO bOr HakoHel IMOKapal BPEMEHIIMKOB 3a HX
TOPABIHIO U 3aHOCYUBOCTD.

W Gena, canmBmasics Ha Muxaunna Bmagumuposuua Jloaropykoro 15 korma x HEMY
MpUBE3JIN Oe3IXaHHOE TEJIO €T0 ChIHA, MPHIIUIA He OJHA. B ropoie 1aBHO y)Ke XOIMIM TPEBOKHBIE
TOJIKH O IIPOSIBJISIOLIEICS IO BpEMEHAM HEMUJIOCTH FOHOTO 1aps K Jloaropykum. OTH TOJIKH POCIH
C KaXJBIM THEM, a TYT eImlé moJiocmena cephé3Has 00Je3Hb, CBAIMBINAS UMIIEpATOpa B MOCTEINb, U
CTaJIM TIOTOBapUBaTh, YTO 00JIE3HB HACTOJIBKO OMACHA, YTO B JIM UMIIEPATOP BCTAHET.

HaBepHoe HHMKTO HE 3HaJN, 4YTO 3TO 3a 0O0JE3Hb, MOTOMY 4YTO H3-32 TOJCTBIX CTEH
JleopToBCcKOTO ABOPIIA, TE B XKapy METAJICA IOHBIH 1aph, MpaBay 00 ero Heayre He JOMYCKaIH JI0
ymeil BcTpeBokeHHOH MockBbl. Kpome Jlonropykux aa MeaMkoB, O€30TIYYHO MPOBOJUBIINX
BMeCTe C BJIyMEHTpPOCTOM IMOYTH IieNible THU Yy IMOCTEIH LAPCTBEHHOrO OOJBHOTO, HUKTO M HE
JOTAbIBAJICS, YTO TOT CTPALLIHBINA HEAYT — HE YTO MHOE, KaK OCIIa.

N B TO camoe BpeMs, KOTla MOCKBHYH, €IIE HE BeAasi ONIAaCHOCTH, CTPOUIIM IIPEAIIOIOKEHUS O
TOM, yzaepkaTcs wind HeT Jlonropykue, Korja umreparop BCTaHeT, B JlegopToBckoM JBOpIie Bce
ObUIM B Y)XaCHOM TpeBore. BIyMEHTPOCT, J0Aro W YHOPHO OTMAIYMBABIIUICS Ha TPEBOXKHBIC
Bompockl Auekcess ['puropbeBuya, HaKOHEI OTBETHJI, U OTBETHUJ TaKOM yxacHOW ¢pas3oid, ot
KoTopoil y Auekces J[loiropykoro KpoBb 3acThlla B KWiax, a VIBaH paspblgaics camMbIM
HEYTEeIHBIM 00pa3oM. JTO ObUIO BEUEpPOM CEMHAJALATOrO sSHBaps, Kak pa3 Ha APYrod JeHb Mmocie
TOro, Kak Ha THMXOHOBCKOM BETPSKE pas3bIrpajlach MOTPACAIOLIAs JApaMa, 3aKOHYWICS KpPOBABBIN
pac4€r mexay bapsatuHckum u Jloaropykum.

YTpom emni€ 1oHoMy Hapro ObL10 ropasno iydine. OCrieHHBIC SI3BUHBI CTATU OBLIO MOJCHIXATh,
’Kap YMEHBIIWJICS, MPOLUIO OecrnaMsATCTBO, B KOTOpPOE M0 BpeMeHaMm Brajaan OosbHOW. Jlnma u
MEJIUKOB U J[0IrOopyKHX IIPOCHUSIN; TOJIBKO BIIlyMEHTPOCT HE CHslII, HE PalOBAJICS, a CIIOBHO Ka3aJcs
4eM-TO 03a00YCHHBIM U YIPYYEHHBIM, CIOBHO Ka3ajCsi HEJOBOJBHBIM TaKUM 3aMETHBIM
yIy4YIIEHHEM B TIOJIO)KEHUH LAPCTBEHHOro O0ibHOro. Ero yHbBUIBIM BHJ NpEACTaBISAT TaKOM
pa3suTENbHBIA KOHTPACT C PAJOCTHBIMM JIMLAMHU OKpYXaroluX, 4To Anekced Jlonropykuii He
BBIJIEPKAIT U 3AMETHII EMY:

— Yro 370 THI, MIBan ['oT100BMY, TAKUM (MIMHOM CMOTPHIIH?

birymeHTpoCT noxain rie4yamu 1 IpoMbIYall:

— Her... I Huyero...

— To-T0, 4TO HEe HHMYero, a Kak OYyATO THI YEro-To OOUIIbCS? — IOMBITHIBAJIICS AJEKCel
I'puropbeBuy. — AJb mapro-0aTIOIKE Xy>KE MOXET CTaTh?

BiryMeHTpOCT OIATH MoXkai IUIeYaMu.

— Kro 3naer... Hukto He 3HaeT, — yKJIOHUMBO OTBeTUJI OH. — Bcé, kak bor xouer... Bcé
OH...

W OGounbiie HUYEro, KpoMe ITOW HEOMpeNeNEHHOM, HUYEro He BbIpakaromied (pasbl, HE
nobuncs or Hero Momropykuit. Ho Oecrokoifnblif, pacctpoeHHblii Bua biymeHTpocTa BCkope
oObsicuuics. K 3akary cosHIla Hayajgach JIMXOpajKa, YyCHIIMBABLIAsICS YyTh HE C KaXI0H MHUHYTOMH;
1apb OTSATH BIal B OECIIaMATCTBO, @ YacaM K BOCBMHU Bedepa BCE OIATh NMPUYHbUIN. POBHO B AEBSTH
yacoB bilyMEHTpOCT BbIIIET M3 LAPCKOM CHAIbHU B CMEXKHYIO 3aly, € C HETEPIICHUEM
noxxkuaanuck ero Anekceit u Misan Jlonropykue.

Jlumo ero ObLIO COBEPLICHHO OeccTpacTHO, HA HEM HE ObLIO M ciefa TOW 03a00YEHHOCTH,
KOTOpast CKBO3WJIAa PaHblIle, U TOJIbKO Ha PECHUIIAX 3aMETHBI OBbLIH CIE3MHKH.

— Hy uro? — 6pocuics k Hemy Anekceit [ puropseBuy.

15 Honropyko Muxaun BragumupoBua (1667-1750) —  cuOupckuii, 3aTteM Ka3aHCKMH TyOepHaTop,
pernpeccupoBaH BMecTe ¢ OpatoM 1o JoHocy kHszs ['eccen-I'omOyprekoro, npu EnmszaBere — cenaTop.
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biyMeHTpOCT mokayasn rojioBor U pa3BEil PyKHu.

OnuH 3TOT KECT y)Ke He MpeABelal HI4ero 100poro.

V¥ NBana AnekceeBuua 3axosioHyso cepaue. Ho Anekceit Jlonropykuil uim He NMOHsUI, WM HE
XOTeJl MOHATh, YTO BCE YK€ KOHYEHO, YTO HANCAThCA YK€ He Ha uro. M emé HacronuuBee OH
IIOBTOPHJI BOIIPOC:

— Hy uto? /la roBopu T8I, bora panu!..

— [110X, — OJIHOCIIOKHO OTO3BAJICA bIyMEHTPOCT.

— XYK€ ero BeIM4ecTBy?

— CoBceM 10X, — MOBTOpMII HeMell, — bor He xouerT... Ero cBsaTas Bojs. ..

— HeyxTo?!

Anexceil ['puroppeBuY HaKOHELl ypa3yMell CTPAILHYI0 MCTHHY M HE MOT JaK€ JOKOHYMTH
CBOETO BOIIPOCA.

birymeHTpOCT O1ATh pa3Bén pykamu.

— CeroaHst ymupaert, — neqajibHO cKa3an oH. — Houb He T0KUBET.

Tsoxénbiit B310X BeIpBasica u3 nobOeneBmmx ryd Anekces Jlonropykoro. OH, matasch Kak
IBSHBINA, OTOMIEN OT biaymMeHTpocTa K OmmkaiiiemMy Kpeciy, TSHKENO OIMyCTHIICS Ha MATKOE CUJICHbE
U TIIyOOKO 3aayMa’cs.

OTOro OH HE HpPEIBUJEIN, KOIZa ¢ TaKOM HAaCTOMYMBOCTBIO NPUBOJAUI B HCIIOJHEHHE CBOU
YeCTOJIIOOMBBIC 3aMBICIIBL. DTOT yzaap ObUI Tak HEOXKUAAH, YTO €ro TSHKECTh COBCEM OLISOMMIIA
€ro.

Cynpba XecToko mocMmesiach HaJ HUM. Bc€ Tak OBLIO XOpOIIO paccuumTaHo, BCE OBLIO
NPEeJyCMOTPEHO, — M BJIPYr MpOCTas CIy4alHOCTh TNOKosebana IOuYBY, IOJ €ro HOramu
pasBep3iach IPOINacTh, B KOTOPYIO OH HE MOXKET HE YIIACTh.

Anexcero I'puropbeBrudy COBEPIIEHHO CIy4allHO BCIIOMHMWJIACH OJIHA CLIEHA, HA KOTOPYIO OH
HEe 00paTHJl HUKaKOr0 BHUMAaHMS, HO KOTOpasi Kak-TO HEBOJIBHO 3arieyaTiiesiach B IMaMSATH, CIOBHO
HapOYHO JUISI TOTO, YTOOBI BOCKPECHYTH TEHeph, B 3Ty MHUHYTY. OTO ObUIO HAa MaclI€HHYHOM
rynsabe moa KpemunéBckoit crenoit, y TaitHuukoit Oamau. Ero BHUMaHMe NpUBIEKNIa ToJIA,
0COOEHHO CTYCTHMBILIASICSI HA OJHOM MeECT€. 3/eCh KaKOH-TO mapeHb B3OHpajcs MO CMa3aHHOMY
cajloM CToJIOY 10 BEpIIMHBI, HA KOTOPOHM KpacoBajach Iapa BaJieHOK. Tojima TuKana, Kpudania,
HaCcMEIIHWYaga, HO IapeHb YIOPHO, IIPEOJO0JIeBAast BCE 3aTPyJHEHHUs, KaK KOIIKA, MEIJIECHHO
BCIIOJI3AJI KBE€pXY. BOT y’k OH mouTH HaBepxy, BOT OH IPOTAHYJ PYKY 3a BAJICHKaMU, OCTAJ UX, HO
B 9TO BpeMs KaKOW-TO CTPWXK NMPOHECCS HAJ €ro rojioBoil Tak ONM3KO, YTO MapeHb B3IAPOTHYI,
WHCTUHKTHUBHO B3MaxHyJ pYKOH — u 3TuM noryOun Bc€. Kak Ha canma3zkax CKaTWiCsS OH IO CTOJOY
BHM3, IIPSIMO B OTYy TOJIIY, BCTPETUBLIYIO €0 I'yJIKMM B3PBIBOM XOXOTa, LEJIBIM I'PaJOM CaMbIX
OCKOpPOHUTENHHBIX HACMEIIICK.

Torna Anexceii ['puropbeBruY ToKe YIBIOHYICS, MO IJIeYaMH U MPOIIEITAN:

— Bot aypak-to!..

A Mexay TeM mapeHb Obul HemOoBUHEH. Bc€ neno mcnopruia mpocrasi ciayd4aifHOCTh, Takas
e, KaK Tenepb BCTpeTHIach Ha ero myTd. M Jlonropykuii HEBOJIBHO CpaBHHII ce0si C 3TUM MapHEM.

Benp u oH Tak xe yrnmopHO KapaOKajcs IO CKOJIB3KOMY ILECTY MPHIBOPHOTO (aBopa, U OH
ObUI IOYTH HA €TO BEPLINHE, — U BAPYT TPOXHYJCS BHU3...

A CKOJBKO HaJEX]J BO3JIarajJ OH Ha TpsAyllude JHU, C KaKOW YeCTOJIOOMBON pagoCThio
MeuTal OH O TOM BPEMEHH, KOT/la €ro JI0Ub CTaHeT MMIIepaTpHIeh, a OH OyIeT HapCKUM TECTEM.
CKOJIBKO pa3 OH AyMal:

«Hudero HeT HEBO3MOXXHOTO — HAJ0 TOJBKO YMHEHBKO Jena obOnensiBatb. MHe Bcé
JlaHuibI4a B HOC ThIUyT. BaxkHas-ae mepcoHa ObL1, a 3aX0TeN I[APCKUM TECTEM OBITh — M TOJIETEN
BBEpX TopmamkaMmu. Bc€ ato rmymoctu! Mue [lanuinbiu He yka3. JlaHuibIY HOJETEN — a s HE

1oJieuy, IOTOMY OH JAypakoM ceOsi BEN, a s TOHKO J]Ja YMHEHBKO BCIO 3Ty IITYKY TOCTPOMI...»

Ho xaxk HM TOHKO, KaK HI YMHEHBKO OBIJIO BCE MOCTPOCHO, — B PE3YAbTATE MOIYUHUIIOCH OJTHO
u 1o xe. Cynpba curyTuiia 37yl IIyTKY, )KECTOKO Hakas3aB €ro 3a ero ropiocTb, BBICOKOMEpHE U
4eCTOII00HE.

W oH neyanbHO MOHUK CEA0U IOJIOBOM, U IBE KPYIIHBIE CJIE3bI CKATUIIUCH 110 €r0 KAK-TO cpasy
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OCYHYBIIMMCH ILIIEKaM. ..

B 510 Bpems k Hemy nogomén Msan.

— Yrto Xe HaM Temepb JAenarh, OaTIOmKa? — CHPOCHI OH TJIYXWM, B3JparuBaBIINM U
IIPEPBHIBABIIMMCS OT CAEPKUBAEMBIX PBIIAHUI FOJIOCOM.

Anexcell I'puropbeBuY B3IJIsSHYJ Ha ChIHA TYCKJIBIMU TJIa3aMU U YHBUIO IMOKayaJl FOJIOBOM.

— He 3Haro... nmpaBo, He 3Har0, — IPOILIENTANI OH.

— HyxHo Oyner 3a Kareit cbe3muTh.

— 3auem?

— Ilycts mpocTures. ..

I'opbkast ynbeiOka mpodesxana o rybam crapuka. OH MaxHyJ pyKOH.

— He Hano... /la oHa u HE MoeET.

Ha munyTy Bomapmioch MonuaHue. Anekceil I'puropbeBud, TSDKENIO B3IbIXas, AyMall CBOIO
KpEIKYI0 AyMy, a VBaH NOJIHBIMU CI€3 Ii1a3aMu TIAEN Ha 3alepTyI0 ABEPb LAPCKOM CIIAIbHHU, TIE
MEIJICHHO yracajia KU3Hb TOBAPHILA €T0 JIETCKUX UTP, €r0 IOHOIIECKUX 3a0aB, KOTOPOTO OH JIFOOHII
BCEM CEpJIIeM, JIOOWT He ITOTOMY, YTO 3TOT TOBAPHIL OBUT MMIIEPATOPOM, HE U3-3a YECTOIIOOUBBIX
pacuéroB, a MOTOMY 4YTO €ro cepjue ObUIO TMEPernoJHEHO K HeMy HCTUHHOIO OeCKOPBICTHOIO
mo60BbI0. M ueM OoJblle TIIseN OH, TeM TsKellee CTAaHOBWIIOCH y HEro Ha Jylle, TeM ropsuee
Ka3aJKch CIE3bl, OJIHA 32 APYroi cOeraBIIne ¢ PeCHUII, — CIE3bI UICTUHHOTO TOPsl U HETOIIEIbHOM
MIEYaIIH. ..

VBana He moToMy Yykacana Oe3BpeMEHHas CMEpTh IOHOTO Iaps, YTO OHa pa3pyllaia
YeCTOJIIOOMBBIC 3aMBICTBI €ro ceMbH. HeT, 3Ta 3ambIcibl ObUIM y HEro Ha BTOpOM IuUiaHe. Emy
MIPOCTO TSKENO ObUIO CO3HABaTh, YTO IOHOIIA-UMIIEPATOp, €lIé HE YCHEBIIMNA JaXke HacIaIuThbCs
KU3HBIO, 4YEPE3 HECKOJIBKO YaCOB CTAHET XOJIOJHBIM TPYIIOM, KOTOPBIA CKPOET HABEKH MOTWIIbHAS
HACBIIIb.

Ero rope ObIJIO HAacTOJILKO BEITUKO, YTO OH MOKEPTBOBAJI OBl PEIIUTENBFHO BCEM, U CBOUM
00raTCcTBOM,  CBOMM BBICOKUM IIOJIOKEHUEM, €CITU ObI TOJILKO MOXKHO CIIACTH €T0 JKU3Hb.

Ho cnactu 66u10 Henb3s. OH HUYEM HE MOT TIOMOYb €MY, OH MOT TOJIBKO IIIaKaTh.

B cocennent 3ane pa3nanuch 4bM-TO TOPOIUIMBBIC IIATH, TYJIKO OTJABaBIIMECS B MEPTBEHHON
THUILIHHE, CTOSIBIIEH KpyroMm. VBaH B3ApOrHyN U NepeBEN CBOM B3IV HA IBEPb TOW 3aJIbl, OTKYyZA
CJIBIIIAJIMCH ATH LIaru.

Tyna e B3rasHyn u Anekceil I'puropseBud, U Korjaa Ha Mopore nokasanach Xuias, Ipsonas
¢urypa ero asoropoaHoro 6parta Muxauna BraguMmupoBruda, OH HEJOBOJILHO MOXKAaJ IUICYaMHU U
CHOBA OILyCTHUJI TOJIOBY.

A TOT, B3BOJTHOBAHHBIN U BO30YXJIEHHBIH, PSAMO MOJ0€KAT K HEMY.

— Anéma. 5 x TeOe mo BaxXxHOMY JienTy! — BOCKIIMKHYJ OH.

— Tume! — rpy6o obGopsan ero Anekceii ['puropseBuu, — ['ocynaps ymupaer...

Ot1o coolmenue i Muxanna BrnagumupoBuua OBUIO TaK HEOXXKHUIAHHO, YTO OH JlaXKe
OTIIATHYJICA U PACIIMPWII OT YAUBIIEHUS CBOM MAJICHbKUE, CIIE3UBILUECS TJIA3KH.

— /la ny! — npomenTain oH.

— BoT tebe u Hy! — pazapaxénHo oto3Baincs Anekceil. — Crera Hala rmeceHka.

Muxaunn BraauMupoBud COBCEM pacTEPsIICA.

— Kaxk xe 310 Tak, — onarh npouenTai oH. — A 5-TO XOTell. ..

Anekceld OBICTPO MOJIHSII TOJIOBY M HACMEILIIUBO, B YIOP B3IJISIHYJ Ha Opara.

— Yero ThI xoTen? — OBICTPO mpou3HEC OH. — HOBBIX MuIIOCTEH? — M MpPUOABWII, Kadas
rojaosoi: — HelHe nmo3aHo.

— Jla HE TO, HE TO, — TOYTH MPOCTOHA ero coOeceHUK. — Y MeHs rope, O0JIbIIoe rope. ..

— Yro emé Takoe? — yHBUIO CIIPOCHII (aBOPHUT Iapsi, KOTOPOMY TENeph BCSIKOE Tope ObLIO
y2K€ HUIIOYEM I10CJIE 3TOrO CTPAIIHOIO yAapa.

— Cityunnach HeCJbIXaHHas Bellb... — INIyX0 oTBeTws Muxaun Bnagumuposuy, — Anémry
youn bapsaTuHckuii. . .

Anexcell 1aXxe IPUBCKOUYMII C MECTA.

— Oto0 nokoiHuk-To! /la T6I C yMa comén!
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— Kakoil noxoiHuk! — oTyasgHHO MaxHya pykoro Muxawn Brnagumuposud. — OH
KHUBEXOHEK. .. 10 MOpBI CKphIBAJICS.

['opbkast ynpiOKa MCcKa3uiia TpUMacoil Tumo Anekces.

— A Tenepb u 00bsBIICA. Bbpkai, moka rpoM Haja J{oNTOPYKUME TPSHET, U caM HarpsHydl.
BunHo, TakoBa Boss boxbs, — pa3yM4HBO 3aKOHYUII OH.

— Yo xe MHE Jienath? — npocrtoHan Muxau.

— He 3naro0... HMYero He 3HaIO. ..

— ApecToBaTh-TO €ro MOKHO?.. 1a Cy HApAIUTh?

— Konu yOuiicTBO COBEpIINI — BECTHUMO MOXKHO... — KakK-TO HEXOTS OTBETHJI AJeKcei
I'puropbeBuy, 3aHATHIH COOCTBEHHBIMU 0€30TPAHBIMU TPE3AMH. . .

Brpyr on B3apornyn. /lukas, HO cMenasi MbIC/Ib MEIbKHYJIA, KaK MOJIHUSA, B €ro royiose. OH
OBICTPO BCTAJ C Kpecia M pe3BO CXBATHJI 33 PYKY OIIETOMJIEHHOTO, HUYEro He MOHUMaBIIero Opara
Y MOTAIIWI €r0 B IPOTUBOIIOJIOKHBIA KOHEL] KOMHATHL. . .

Masa XI|
MNpenep3oCcTHLIM 3aMbicen

OtBenst Opara ¢ caMblM TaWHCTBEHHBIM BHJIOM B OJMH U3 JAIBHUX YIJIOB 3ajbl, AJeKcel
I'puropbeBuY TSKENO OMYCTUJICS Ha CTOSBLIMM TYT AMBAaH W, TOKa3aB pyKOM Ha Onwmkaiimiee
Kpecyo, CKa3al:

— Camuces. HaM moroBopuTh Haj0.

Muxann BiraiuMHpOBHAY MOJIYa YCENCs, COBEPIIEHHO HE ITOHUMAs1, YTO TBOPUTCS C LAPCKUM
¢daBopuTOoM, 0 4€M OH XOYET TOBOPUTH C HUM B TaKU€ MHUHYTHI, KOTJIa HA €My, HU AJIEKCero
['puropbeBuuy COBCEM HE JI0 Pa3rOBOPOB, HEJJOYMEBAsE OCOOCHHO MOTOMY, UTO JI0 CHX HOp Ajekcel
KaK-TO BCerja npeHedperai ero CoBeTaMu M HUKOTAa He T03BOJISsT ce0e BCTYNaTh C HUM HH B KaKHe
MHTHMHBIE Pa3rOBOPHI.

Anexceit I'puropbeBuu J{oropykuii CKOJIb3HYJ NBITJIIMBBIM MOJO3PUTENBHBIM B3IUIAIOM IO
nuiy Oparta, CHAEBIIET0 B HEMOABIM)KHOW IMO3€ C 3aCTHIBIIMM B IJIa3ax HEJOYMEHHEM, U 3aTeM
3aroBOPUJI TaKMM HM3KUM MIENOTOM, YyTO MuXams JTOJDKEH ObLI, YTOO pacclblliaTh, BILIOTHYIO
MIPUIBUHYTHCS K HEMY.

— Caymai, Muxaiino, — HayaJll OH, — MOKJISIHUCh MHE, 4YTO HE€ BbIJAllb MEHS... HE
U3MEHUIIb MHE...

Muxawin BrnaaumMupoBu4d B3IpOTHYJI OT HEOKUIAAHHOCTH 3TUX 3araJl04YHbIX CJIIOB U UCITYTaHHO
3aMOpraj CBOMMHU CIIE3SIIUMUCS TJIa3KaMHU. ..

— Uro 181, Anémra, ['ocrios ¢ T06010! — 3a0opMoTal oH.

— Her, Tbl nokJIsiHUCH, — HacTauBad Asekceil [ puropbeBuy, — BaxKHOE, MOTAWHOE AENO A
Tebe moBenaTh Xouy...

— Jla KJISHYyCh, YeM XOYelllb, MOKIAHYCh. HeyXTo s cynpoTHB TeOsl MOWIy, — MpOLIEHTa
B3BOJIHOBaHHO Muxaunin BrnagumupoBud, — 4aif, Mbl 32 TOOOH Kak 3a CTEHONH KaMEHHOI.

Anexcent Jloaropykuil B310XHYII.

— Ilnoxa Bama kaMeHHas CTE€Ha CTaja, — TPYCTHO CKa3zal OH.— YMpET OaTiomka
rocyzapb, — U BCEM HaM, MOXET, KOCTBMHU JIeub NPUIETCSA; HA IIAXy CBOIO T'OJIOBY CHECTH...
Bparos-to y Hac, nmounTaii, Bcs Pycb-Maryika. A ecTp elé 3a1enka, MoKHO el yAepKaTbes, —
Jla HE 3HAI0, KaK K TOMY JIe1y IIPUCTYIIUTHCA. ..

OH 3amoJyan ¥ 30pKO B3TJISIHYN Ha MOOJEIHEBIIEe OT €ro CTPALIHBIX CIOB M 0€30TpajHOTO
TOHA JIUIO Opara.

— A ur0? — BeTpenenyincs Muxaun BragumupoBuy, — 4To Takoe?

— OmnacnuBoe 1eno.

— Jla uto?! ThI cCKaxHw. ..

— W 10, ckaxy. Cinymaii. Bce Mbl cMepTHBI, Bce o borom xoaum. KoneuHo, Koiau cMepTh
[IPUIUIA, HE NOIPOCUIIL — OTIYCTU-AE€ Ha 4dac. Tak u Tyr. Bes mTyka B TOM, 4TO paHO CHUsA
OosiecTh y rocyaaps NpHKIIOYMIACH... Benp depe3 Helenmo BeHuUaHbe ObUIO mopemieHo. Hy a
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noBeHyYaiicsa oH ¢ Kareid, B Te mopsl Apyroit Obl pasroBop nomén. Tak s roBopro?

— Tak, Tak, — mnocrnemw! NOATBEpAUTh Muxaun, He NOoHUMas euE, OOHAKO, K 4YemMy
cTapiuii Opat KIOHUT CBOIO 3aMBICIOBATYIO PEYb.

A Anekceit MeXIy TeM IpoaoiKall, BcE 6osee u OoJiee MOHMkKast roJIocC:

— Craino, Bc€ 7e710 BO BpeMeHH. A KOJIM TaK paccyaarh, BceM BaM — U Tebe, u Bacuiibio, n
BEpXOBHHMKaM, U rocnogam CeHaTy BeIOMO, YTO TakoBa Oblia BOJS rocynaps-0aTiomku... Yrto
KaObl He OoJjecTh 3Ta Juxas, moBeHuyancs Obl oH ¢ Kareil HeykocHurenbHo. [lotomy cuibHO e
JOOWI M TAaKOBO y HETo kenanue 0b110. BepHo anb Het?

— BepHo, BepHO.

— Hy Tak, no MHe, kaXuch, HaM NPOTHUB LAPCKON BOJIM MJTHU HE CIIE]], @ HaJJOTh €r0 BOJIIO B
TOYHOCTH UCIIOJIHUTG. ..

Muxann BraauMupoBud HaKOHEI MOHSUI, U PAZOCTHAs YCMENIKa Impobdexala Mo ero CyxXum
OECKpPOBHBIM I'y0aM.

— A, BOT 310 X0pouo! — MmEMOTOM BOCKJIMKHYJ OH. — DTO JIaJIHO IPUAyMaHo!

JIuno Anexces I'puropbeBuda cpasy 05KMBHIIOCH.

— Tak, 3HaunT, TaK MOXKHO CHIENIaTh?

— He TonpK0 MOXKHO, IIPSAMO — CJIEYET.

— BoT u s tak gymaro, — mpomosBun Anekceil I'puropseBud. — IloTomy Bc€ eauHO ObI
ObLT0, ecnu OBl TOCYIaph ObLT kUB. Jla M HaM crmacaThCs clied, — MPUOABUII OH eIé THIe, — YTO
TaM HU TOJKYH, a Hac CheIsAT, KOJM MBI CaMH 3yObl He THOKaxkeM. Temepb Bce BCTaHYT: U
["onuueinel, u AryxuHckuit, u Ocrepman... Hamo ux Bcex cCOKpaTHTh, a 0€3 3TOT0 U AymaTh Heua. ..

— BepHo, BEpHO, 0JIHO crlaceHbe, — NOoANaKkHyln Muxaun Biagumuposuy.

— Tonpko BOT 4TO, — pa3ayMuuBO IPOU3HEC cTaplunii JI0Aropykuil, — a BAPYr BEHYaTh HE
CTaHyT?

— I'nynoctu! — xuxuknyn muaamui. — Kak Ttak He craHyT... S cefiyac moma mpuramnyy ot
Huxoubl. Tel eMy NpUKaky, HEIITO OH IIOCMEET OCIYIIATHCH. ..

— U T10 BepHO, — cornacuiics Anekcelt I'puropbeBuu. — Tak Tl HE MelIkai, Muxaiino, —
npubaBmII OH, MMOJAHUMASCH C MBaHA, — MEIIKAaTh HOHE Heuero. .. Kak pa3 BCE MpoBOPOHHM. ..

Ho Muxaiisio MeuIii1 BCTaTh.

— Yero x TbI cuANIIL? — CHPOCHIT AJIEKCEN.

— A He Bcé€ emé croBopeHo, — XUTPO yibl0asch, oTBeTHI ToT. — Ciymiaid, Oparery, s TBOIO
TaiiHy He BBLAaM M TOMOTaTh Oyay, TOJBKO U Thl MHE IOMOTH.

— B uém a10?

— A uyT00 youBna-To AnémmuHa npudpartb, Kak Cie/l.

Anexcell 10CaAIuBO MaxHyJ PYKOH.

— B takoe-To Bpems U Thl 0 KaKMX-TO IyCTSAKAX TOJIKYEIlb!

I'maza Muxanna BnagumupoBrda 3100HO CBEPKHYIH.

— Jlns Te0st MyCTSIKH, — PE3KO MPOrOBOPUII OH, — a JuIg MeHsA HeT... Yail, oH MHe He
Yy>KOH, a IUIOTh U KPOBb MOS... XOPOILIU IIyCTSAKHU.

— Jla HE 0 TOM S, — MSTKO 3aMeTHJ AJIeKCel, MCIYTraBIIUCh 037100JeHus OpaTta, KOTOpoe
BbI3BaJl CBOMMHU HEOOAYMaHHBIMH CIIOBAMH M KOTOpO€ BCE MOIJIO McHOpTUTh. — CoBceM s HE O

TOM. Allb Thl HE€ 3Haelllb, YTO 3a MHOM BCE paBHO TBOS Mociyra He mpomaaér. ToJbko aeno
oOxenaii. ..

— Jla #-T0 chenaro, a Thl MHE BCE K oOemiaid Hakpemko, 4to BapsATHMHCKOro MHE rojioBOM
BBIJAIIb. ..

— [la, xoHE4HO, BBIJJaM, KOHEUYHO, — TOCIEIINI yBepuTh Opara Anekceil. — He Memikaii ThI
Tonpko, Xpucra pamu... Iloesxkair mnockoped npa geno-to  caenau... Iloeszxail. Hanmo
MIOTOPAIJIUBATHCS.

— Jlagno. Cpenato.

N Muxaun Brnagumuposud yexai, a K oty nogomén Msan.

— barrormka, — cka3ai oH, — HaJ[0 ObI FOCIIOJT CEHATOPOB OTIOBECTUTb.

— O uém eme?
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— Yro rocynaps ymupaet. CoBceM eMy II0X0: €3 MaMsATH JICKHT.

— be3 mamsatu! — BcTpenenyncs Anexkcedt I'puropbeBnu. — Ciymaii, Bantoma, He Cenar
omoBeraTth Hajto; CeHar u Omocis y3HaeT, HUUero JypHOTo He OyzaeT. A moe3skaii-Ka Thl Jydlle 3a
Kareii. ..

— 3a Kareit?! — yausuncs Ban. — Bbl ke He XOTenu. ..

— Maiio 16 4TO HE XOTElN, a HOHE nepeaymall... [loesxai, na nmoroparMBancs.

MBan AnexkceeBHdY NPUCTAIbHO MOIJISIAEN HA OTLA, HO IPOMOJIYAl U TOPOIUIMBO HAIPABUIICS
K JIBEPSIM.

«Hy uro-To Oyner, — 3anymancsa Anekceil Jlonropykuii. — bosbIioe €0 s 3aMBICIINI, KaK
Ob1 He copBasioch. OJJHO U3 JIBYX: WIM Y TPOHA BIUIOTHYIO CTaHy, TUOO TOJIOBY Ha IJIaxXy IMOHECY. ..
A BBIOUpaTh He U3 yero. Tak mm, 3Tak Jid, a KOJIU IpUIETCS MOTH0aTh, — BCE PaBHO MOTHOHEIb. . .
A MOXeT, emé 1 yacTcs BbIKapaOKaTbCsy.

TummHa, cTosBIIas KpyroMm, MEPTBas, HUUEM HE HapyllaeMmasl THUILMHA, TOXE YApYy4arouie
JIeiCTBOBAJIa HA €T0 IPUIIOAHATHIE, COBEPIIEHHO pa3BUHUEHHBIE HEPBBL. JTa TUIIMHA JaXe Iyrajia
ero. OH To U Jieno moaderan K ABEpsM IapCKOH CHalbHU, C 3aMUpPAaHUEM Cep/iiia MPUCITYIIUBAsICH K
MajlefeMy MOpoXy 3a JBepsMH. EMy BCE Kas3alnoch, YTO BOT [JBEpPb DPACHAXHETCSA, BBIMJECT
birymeHTpOCT U, TOHYPO OIYCTUB I'OJIOBY, CKaXKET:

— Bc€ koHueHo...

N xorpa IeHCTBUTENBLHO ABEPH € JIETKUM CKPUIIOM OTBOPHUIIACH U B €€ IpOope3e MOoKa3alach
cyxas JMuHHas Gurypa napckoro jeind-meanka, Anekceit ['puropbeBuy gaxe MoxoJoel oT yxaca,
3amaTalics U eBa yAep)Kajcs Ha Horax.

«Heyxenu mbl ono3nanu?! Heyxenn Bc€ yxe KOHYEHO?!» — Kak MOJIHHS IIpOpe3ana €ro
pa3rOpAYEHHBIN MO3T yKaCHasi MbICIIb.

A xorga baymeHTpocT mojomén K HEMY, OH JaK€ HCIYTaHHO IATHYJCS B CTOPOHY H
3aKMYypUII I1a3a.

Ho BiymMeHTpOCT He 3aMETHII 3TOr0 MUCIYTaHHOTO ABMKEHHS. OH MENJIEHHO ITPOrOBOPUIL:

— CosceM mnoxo. Hukakoii Hafgexapl HET.

Touno ropa cBamuiacek ¢ ied Anekces I'puropbeBuda. Tspk€nblil B3IOX BBIPBAJICS U3 €T0
Ipyau.

— Tax o emi€ xuB?! — CIPOCHII OH.

— IToka — ma. A BwI, lieber Furst, mocmanu uzBectuth BepxoBHbiii coBeT u CeHar?

OnoBemars BEpXOBHUKOB HE BXOJImiI0 B pacuérsl Anekces Jlonaropykoro. HampoTus, uem
MeHbIle OyIeT CBHIETENeH mpy 3ayMaHHOM BeHuUaHbe, TeM Jiydie. Korna Bcé Oyner mOKOHYEHO,
TOrJa He MoMemIaT. Yl KOHEYHO, OH M HE JyMal MOChUIaTh TOHIIOB C BECTHIO O OJM3KOM KOHUMHE
1apsi, Ho, HE 3a{yMbIBasICh HU Ha CEKYHAY, OH ITOCIIEIINI OTBETUTH:

— Ja-na. Koneuno, onoBectui. JI0bKHO, BCE CrO/Ia CKOPO coOepyTes. . .

I'oBOpst 3T0, OH B TO K€ BpeMs QyMall, YCTPEMUB TPEBOKHBIN B3IV HA ABEPH, B KOTOPYIO
noJokHa Obuta Boiitu Karts:

«Yro xe 310, onHako? 1x emé Hetr! 'ocnoau! Tak u ¢ yma CONTH MOXKHO».

Ho BOT 1m0 ero HampskKEHHOro ciyxa JoJIeTel JETKUK IIyM, pa3fJaBIUIUNCA B COCEIHEH
TOpHHUIIE, TOocHbIanuch mark. OH ObICTpO oTOEkan oT biryMeHTpocTa U Ha mopore Kak pa3 JUIOM
K JIMIlY BCTPETWIICA C KHSKHOM EXaTepuHOMN.

— Cnaga bory, — npoienrai oH, — 3HAYUT, HE BCE €I1I€ MOTEPSIHO.

Mnaea XIlI
CnacuTtenb

IIpunnecca Enusasera [lerpoBHa B TOT €Hb, KOTAa CTapblid KHA3L bapATUHCKUN OTIIPaBUIICS
K Hel, Haxoaunach B Oombinoil TpeBore. Jlns He€ yxke He coOCTaBisla TalHBI MPECTOSBILAS
KOHYMHA €€ LAPCTBEHHOIO IUIEMSHHUKA. ECIM 3TO TIIATENBHO CKPBIBAIU OT BCEX, TO HE MOIIHU
CKPBITh OT He€. BIyMeHTpoCT, 04eHh MHOTO OO0S3aHHBIN MpuHIlecce Enn3aBere, 4yTh HE KaXKIbIi
JIeHb M3BeIai e€ 0 X0Je OMacHON 0O0JIe3HU IOHOTO Lapsi, a KOTr/a BCsKash HaJex1a Obula moTepsiHa,
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KOT'JIa CTapHK yOeIuIcs, YTO BCE €ro Hay4Hble MO3HAHMSI, BCS €r0 OMBITHOCTh OeCCUIIbHBI B OOphOe
CO CTpAIIHOM 0OJIe3HBIO, XKepTBOM KoTOpoi crenancs I1érp I, — oH Hamucan el KOPOTEHBKYIO
3aIUCKY, B KOTOPOH TOJIBKO U cTos10: «Hanex el HET, napb yMUpPAET...»

— Hapnexx el HET, app yMUpPaeT, — B pa3JyMbe MIOBTOPWIIA BCIyX Enuzasera u B3IpOrHyia.
OTH cI0Ba NPO3BYYaU B €€ ylIax OTTOJI0CKOM MPayHOTo NMOrpedaaIbHOro 3BOHA.

Jla ¥ B JeWCTBUTEIHHOCTH, pPa3Be OHU HE OBUIM MPEJBECTHUKOM 3TOTO MOrpebaqbHOr0 3BOHA,
KOTOPBIH, MOXET OBITh, €IIE CerojHs, MOXKET ObITh, BCETO uepe3 KakoW-HUOYyIb 4ac HAIOJHHUT
BO31yX II€YAJbHBIMH, YHBUIBIMH 3BYKaMM, HU3Belllas BCIO MOCKBY O KOHUYHMHE IOHOTO BHYKa
Benuxkoro Ilerpa...

[Tpunnecca Enm3aBera oueHb soOuia ruieMsiHHUKA. [Ipu MBICIH O TOM, YTO €€ «MMJIbIH,
claBHBIM Manpuuk [leTpymia» yepe3 HECKOJIBKO YacOB MPEBPATUTCS B XOJIOJHBIN, O€37bIXaHHBIN
TpyIl, — y He€ 3aMHUpajio CepAlLle M BBICTYNAIN CJIE3bI Ha riazax. Ho emeé cuibHee 3amupano eé
cepaLe, Korjga OHa pa3IyMblBajlach, 4TO MPUHECET el IU4HO cMepTh Ilerpa I, kak oT30BETCA OHA
Ha €€ COOCTBEHHOM I10JIOKEHUU.

Ecmu Jlonropykue 3axBataT BIacTh B CBOM pyku — 4dero Enmsasera [lerpoBHa BroiaHe Moriia
OIIacaThCsl — HEYET0 U T'OBOPUTH, €€ MOJI0KEHUE 3HAUYUTEIBHO YXYMIUTCS. Jloaropykue HUKOraa
He ObLIH €€ JIpy3bsIMH, a B MOCIEIHEEe BpEeMs CTaJIU Jaxe BparaMu. AJIeKCei HUKOTJa HE MPOCTHUT
€l NPOTUBOACHCTBUS €0 3aAYLIEBHBIM IUIaHAM, — IIPOTUBOJEHCTBHS, KOTOpPOE OHA OKa3bIBaja
npu Maneiiei Bo3moxunocty; MBan Jlonropykuii HUKora He 3a0yAeT TOTO MpeHeOPEeKUTETEHOTO
OTKa3a, KAKUM OHAa OTBETUJIA HA €r0 MPEUI0KEHUE.

[IpaBna, oH ckopo yremwics. He mpoisio u Mecsia mocie Toro, Kak oH yx oOBeHYasics ¢
[IlepemeTeBOM, HO YTO OH HE 3a0bUT HUYETO, — 32 3TO PYYAJHCh €ro 3JI00HBIE B3IJISA/Ibl, KAKUMU OH
Harpaxxaan Enuzasery IleTpoBHY B mocienHue BCTPEUH, HECMOTPs Ha CPAaBHUTEIBHYIO MATKOCThb
CBOErO XapaxkTepa.

W Bapyr [Josropykne ocTaHyTCsl y KOPMHJIA IPABJICHUSA?

DTa MbICIb, MOJIHUEH CKOJIb3HYBIIAsi B €€ roJIOBE, 3acTaBHiia €€ Jake MOXOJIOAETh... UTo
torjaa kA€t e€? OMHO U3 IBYX — WJIM CChUIKA, UM MOHAIIecKas Keiabs. OHa CIMIIKOM OIMacHa s
HUX, 4T00 OHM ocTaBmwiM €€ B mokoe. OHa noub Benmukoro Ilerpa: eif mo mpaBy NMpHUHAIICKUT
MIPECTOJI, YK U Telepb MHOTHE U MHOTHE, — KOTJ]a CTaJ0 M3BECTHO, YTO OOJIE3HD I1aps omacHa, —
CTaJI¥ Ha3bIBaTh EnM3aBeTy 3aKOHHOM IPEEMHHUILIEH INIEMSHHUKA.

N Jlonropykue 3HAIOT 3TO MU MOJTOMY, KOHEYHO, IIOCTAPAOTCS HE TOJBKO YNAIUTH €€ OT
TPOHA, HO U COBEPILIECHHE JUIIUTH BO3MOKHOCTH MEUTaTh 00 UMIIEPAaTOPCKON KOPOHE. ..

— Meurartp, — BCiIyX IoAyMana oHa. — A s HHOTa MeuTaa. ..

Ho rtemepp Obuio He 1m0 Meuranuil. Temepp mpencTosuio M03a00THTHCA O JIMYHOM
0€30MacHOCTH, M TM03a00THTBCA TEM CKOpee, YTO HACTPOCHHE OBLIO CIUIIKOM TpPEBOKHO,
MPEIBECTHUKU TPSAYLIEro nanexo He OmarompustHel. Emé cerogus yrpom Emmsasera IlerpoBHa
yb6enunack B 3ToM. OHa nomneiTanack NPOHUKHYTH B JlehopTOBCKMiA ABOpEL, XOTeNa B3IIAHYTh Ha
00JIBHOTO TJIEMSHHUKA, HO JloropyKHe He TOMYCTHIIN JI0 3TOTO.

XoTs U OueHb JI00E3HO, HO JOCTAaTOYHO HACTOHYMBO, YTOOBI JaTh IOYYyBCTBOBATh
pelmnTenbHbIN 0TKa3, Anekcell I'puropseBud otBeTril Ennsasere:

— Ilpocture, Bame BeicouecTBo! He mory pomyctuts... Ero BenuuecTBy CHOKOMCTBHE
Hago0HO. Kak ObI €ro 3T0 HEe PacTPEeBOKMUIIO.

— Ho s Tonbko B3MIsIHY, — nonpoOoBaia Bo3pasuTh EnuzaBera. — Biarmsnom st ero Beab He
IIOTPEBOKY. ..

— He mory-c! — pemmrensHo otBetun Jlonropykuil. — Yrto Xxoture, — He Mory. XoTb
THEBAWTECh, XOTh Ka3HUTE... BOT moseryaer emy — Torja MUJIOCTH IIPOCUM, U CJIOBA HE OCMEIIIOChH
BBIMOJIBUTH. A HOHE HEBO3MOJKHO.

Enusasera IleTpoBHa noxana miaedaMu, Ipe3pUTENbHO B3IUIsAHYIA HA Asiekces I puropbeBuya
U, Ja)X€ HE IPOCTUBIIKCH, yexana. Ho B TO ke Bpems OHa INOHsIA, 4TO J(OIropykue Ha 4To-TO
pacCUMTBIBAIOT, YTO OHU CO3HAIOT CBOK CHUIy, €Cli €€, TETKYy HMIIeparopa, IPUHLECCY
UMIEPaTOPCKON (haMHUITUH, HE JTOIMYCTUIIH JJaKe IPOCTUTHCS C YMHUPAIOIIUM HapéM. 3HAUUT, C HUIMH
emeé HYKHO CUMTAThCS; 3HAUUT, €HIE HYXHO OMNacarbCsi HUX 3J00HOW MCTHTEIBHOCTH U
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IIPUTOTOBUTHCS KO BCEMY...

«Ho 4ro xe nenarp? Uro? — 3anana cedbe mpicieHHo Bonpoc EnmzaBera. — He Gexats ke, B
camoM Jiene!»

U npotuB e€ BoiM Ha €€ MyXJIbIX I'y0ax CKOJIb3HYJIa YIbIOKA.

«Het, — pemmuna ona. — bynp uto Oyner. Onna Hagexxaa Ha ['ocniona bora. Ilopyuaio Emy
CBOIO Cyab0Yy M Iy TOJIBKO OT Hero moMoInu u 3aiuThl. . . »

W »5T0 perieHne Kak-TO 3HAUUTENBbHO oOjerymsno e€. Tak 4YTo Korja mpuexal CTapuk
BapsiTuHCKHi, OHA BCTpETHIIA €ro ¢ 0OBIYHON BECENON YCMEIIKOH.

WBan ®EnopoBuy ObLIT TIOOUMIIEM €€ BETMKOTO OTIIA, BEPOM U MPaBIOM CIIY)KUIJI MaTepH, U B
NaMATh PacIOJIOKEHUs K HeMy e€ IapCTBEHHBIX poauTeneil u EnnzaBera yBakana ero u Joouma.

— A, cynmapb! — mnpHUBETCTBOBaNa OHa €ro.— 31paBCTBYH. JlaBHEHBKO MBI ¢ TOOOW He
Bujanuch. He xouems noMupaTh, BCTaI-TaKu?
— Bcran, Baie BbIcO4eCTBO, — € TSKENIBIM B3J0XOM OTBETUJI CTapUK, — BCTaJ, J1a, BUJHO,

HE Ha PaloCTh.

— A 4TO IPUKIIIOYUIIOCH?

— Yaii, n3BoamIIM CNBILATh, Kakas ucTopus ¢ Baceil-to passirpanacs?

EnunzaBera KkuBHYA rOJI0BOM.

— Coapimana. 3Har0. MojoguuHa TBOM IUIEMSTHHUK. XOpolllee JeN0 clenall, 4YT0 OJHOrO U3
JOJITOPYKOBCKOM CTaW Ha TOT CBET OTIPABUJ, — C HECKPBIBAEMBIM IIPE3PEHUEM CKas3ajga OHa. —
Ckaxu eMy OT MEHs 32 3T0 0OJIbIIoe cracuoo. ..

— BoT BbI, Bale BBICOYECTBO, OJIarOAapHOCTh €My OKa3biBaere, a Jlonropykue — Tak Te
HUYEro 0J1aro1apCTBEHHOT0 HE OKAXYT. ..

— Hy emé 651, uM-T0! — cornacunace npunuecca EnuzaBera u motom ObIcTpo mpubaBuia:
— C 3T0i1-TO CTOPOHBI HE BCE J1aHO. JlOArOpyKHX UTO BOJIKOB, IPa3HUTH HETOXKE. . .

Crapux bapsaTuHCKUI MoOKayasl roJOBOM.

— Ox, Kyz#a Heroxe, — 3aMeTHJI 33JyMYHMBO OH, — HE TaKOW 3TO Hapoi, 4yToO oOHuIy
YeCTHBIM 00pa3oM Ha oOMa4HKe B3bICKaTh. OHM MOTAMHBIM IyTEM XOJIST, CIOBHO BOPHI HOYHBIE
u3-3a yria ObIOT. ..

— Bepno, BepHO! — omsth cornacunace Ennzasera.

— 3anepnu oHM BaceHbky-TO, — BAPYT HEOKUIAHHO OPSKHYJ CTApUK.

— Kaxk 3anepan?!

— Jla Tak. B kazemaTky. YK U CyZ HapsiKeH.

EnuszaBera mpucTtalbHO MNOTJAAENa Ha CTapHKa, MOKayaja TOJIOBOM M TOXE MPOMOJIBHUIIA,
CIIOBHO OTBeYasi caMoii cebe Ha KaKyl0-TO TalHYIO JyMYy:

— Ilnoxo meno, 3HAUMT.

— Ha uto xyxe.

— VX ¥ cyZ1 HapsDKEH, CKa3bIBaellb?

— TI'oBopsT Tak. Ilo Bceil cTporocTu-yie 3aKk0HOB OyIyT CyaUTh. Tak-/1e UMIIepaTop Beye.

EnuszaBera B3ApOTrHYyJIa U HEBOJIBHO KaK-TO BCKPUKHYIIA.

— Jloxs!

Crapux bapsaTuHCkMI moJgyMan, 4TO 3TO BOCKJIMILAHUE OTHOCUTCS K €ro CJIOBaM, Jaxe
MIEPEKPECTUIICS.

— boroM KIIIHyCh, MaTyIlIKa LIapeBHa, OT CJI0Ba JI0 CJIOBa Ipasaa. BoT Te kpecr.

EnuzaBera onsiTh MPOTUB BOJIM YABIOHYNIACK.

— Jla 1 He 1po TO, — MOoJIBWJIA OHA. — JI0Kb — roBOPIO, 4TO UMHeparop Benein. Ilerpyme
He 710 Toro... OH yMupaer...

W, BBITOBOpHB 3TO CTpallHOE CJIOBO, OHA II0YYBCTBOBAaja, KaK Ijla3a €€ HAIOJHUIIUCH
CJIE3aMH.

NBan ®EnopoBud B3IPOrHYI OT 3TUX CJIOB, KaK OT TPOMOBOI0O yAapa.

— Jla Heyxro?!

— BepHo 1ebe cka3bIBalo. ..

— T'ocmogu! BoT HamacTb... A sg-TO CMeKaja, 4TO Ballle BBICOYECTBO 3a Bachka Moero
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3aCTYNHTECH... A HOHE, BUIlb, U 3aCTYIbI HET.
M oH XMypO IIOHUK CBOEH CEI0M TOJIOBOU U Jaxke He BUIEI, Kak EnnzaBera MaxHyia pyKkoi.
— Kyzna mos nomora na 3actyna rogsal — pazagymuuBo oTBetusna oHa. — Huudero s, VBan
dénopoBuy, nmojenars He MOTy. Pana Ob1 Tebe BCAKYIO MOCITYTY OKa3aTh, Ja He B cuie. Cama, TOoro
U TJISIAM, KAY, 9YTO B KEJIBIO 3aIPAYYT. ..

MNnaea X1V
Pacnnarta

W3Bectue o OnM3KOW CMEpPTH Lapsi COBCEM OLIENIOMUIIO cTapuka bapsaTuHckoro. Dta cMepTh
OTHMMAaJa BCSAKYI0 HaJexXay Ha crnaceHue Bacuimus MarBeeBUYa, U HEBOJIBHBIC KI'yYUE CIIE3BI
3apoKaJId Ha PECHULIAX CTapHKa, KOIJAa OH IOAYMal, Kak JOJDKEH Pa3odapoBaTh IIEMSHHHUKA,
HAJICIOLIErocs Ha €ro IOMOIIb.

— I[loru6, Bacs, moru6! — TOBTOPsUT OH, MOKa €Xalx OT JBOpLA IIECAPEBHBI 1O CBOCH
KBapTUpbl. — Huuem ero He BBI3BOJIUILID.

Crapuk Tak pacrepsuics, YTO JaXe pelna He exartb cerofHs B ChICKHOM IpHKa3.
bonesnennas cnabocTh mosBWIACh CHOBAa, M OH ynércs B moctens. Ho emy He cmanock.
BooOpaxeHnue pucoBaao camble MpauHble KAPTUHBI, U YeM Jalibllle OexKayio BpeMsi, TeM ObLJIO XYXKe.

OH ctan 3a0bIBaThCsl TOJNBKO TOT/A, KOTJIA COBCEM yXKe HacTynuia Houb. Ho u TyT emy He
yIaI0Ch 3aCHYTh. 3a JIBEPBIO Pa3laliCh TOPOIUIMBLIC IIaru, U B CalbHIO BOexkan CeHsBHH.

On ObL1 G1e1HEE TTOJIOTHA, M €70 UCIYTaHHBIN, PaCTEPSHHBIN BUJI CTPAIIHO nepenyTai MBana
dénoposuya.

— Uro emé cinyunnoch? — BOCKIMKHYJ bapsaTHHCKUIL.

— CkBepHOE 71€710, — 3aapixasch, oTBeTui CeHsBUH, — Muxaiino [lonropykuili momyqui
yKa3 0 CKopeMieM cyne Haj Bacei.

— ThI-TO OTKYza 3TO y3HAN?

— A s B JledpopToBCcKOM aBOpLE B Kapaynae Obul... YTO TaM TBOpHUTCS, HE MpPHUBEIN
I'ocnomu... Ilape ymupaer, a ero Jloaropykue ¢ KHs>KHOM ExarepuHON noBeH4arb XOTAT. U,
JOJKHO, IIOBEHYAOT: YK U IOTIBI TaM.

Crapsliit bapsaTuHCKUI 1a)e NPUBCKOYMIL

— Hany!..

— Bepno rosopro. [la neno-to He B ToM. Hago Bacro cracars. Temneps emMy BCAKOro Xyna
KIaTh MOXKHO. Sl moarnsanen, kak kHsa3b Anekcelt ['puropsuy ykas nucan u Muxaiine ero otnan. A
TOT TakOW pajoCTHBIN Bbiesn U B CHICKHOW IpHUKa3 €XaTh Bejleld... A S 3a HUM CIEAOM CIOJa.
MemikaTte Heua, a TO OHU, U3BEPrd, bor 3HAET YTO HATBOPAT.

— Jla 4To K MBI CIeNIaTh-TO MOXEM! — NevyallbHO B3JJ0XHYB, cka3an MBan @EnopoBuy.

— Yto HM Ha ecTh Ja czenaeM, a Bacio BeI3BoMM... Be€ paBHO Bcem morubarh mpuagres. . .
Kones Hamo Oygmer, cwioit oToObéM. HoHe, kcTaTw, MOEro TOJKa CONAATHl JEXKYPAT.
IToToparmunBaiics-Ka, KHA3b, HIOUAEM. ..

Kak uu Obu1 cna® bapsTuHCKMIA, HO HaJaeXJa CMACTH IUJIEMSHHUKA, BBIPBATh €ro M3 PYK
3710J1€€B CJIIOBHO yKpemnwuia ero xuioe tejo. OH HacKopo OJIeNiCsl, M Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT OOHKast
JI01Ia/b, B3pbIBask KONBITAMU CHEKHYIO MbLIb, HECa UX K Kpemutto.

W oHu 4yTh-4yTh OBLJIO HE OMO3/AJIH.

Korpa B3MbUIEHHas Jomaab OCTAHOBWIACh Yy BXoAa B noMenieHHe CBICKHOIO IpHKa3a,
CeHsIBMH, TOYHO IPEIYYBCTBYS, UYTO KaKJas MHUHYTa NPOMEUIEHHS MOKET CTOUTbH JKU3HH €ro
ApYyry, ONPOMETHIO BBICKOUMII M3 caHell M Opocwics B MOJIyTéMHBIE CEHHM MpHKa3a, Tae ApeMalio
HECKOJIBKO NMPEOOPaKEHCKUX COJIAT.

VYBuzas cBoero oguiiepa, OHU BBITSIHYIUCH BO (DPOHT.

— Pebsara!l — oOpatmics k HuM CensBuH. — Ciymath MO0 KoMauay. YTo mpukaxy, Bcé
JeJIaTh.

— BynpTe criokoiinel, Baie 6Jaropoiue, Bac He OCIyIIaeMcsl.

— Hy nagno. Crynaii 3a MHOH.
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W OH cHemHbIM IIaroM JBUHYJICS BIEPEN, K IMBITOYHOM KOMHATE, 4epe3 KOTOPYIO TOJIBKO U
MOKHO ObUIO TOmacTh B Kazemarhl. CoimaThl MOJYA CIEIOBAIM 32 HUM, B35B PYXbsl HalepeBec.
baparuHCcKuii e1Ba IOCIIEBAI 32 HUMH.

JIo TBITOYHOW KOMHATBHI, WIM 3aCTEHKA, OCTABAJIOCh BCEro0 TPH Ilara, KOrJa pPE3KUU,
HEYEJIOBEYECKUIN KPUK IIPOpe3al BO3AYX.

CensiBuH B3aporaya. OH y3Hai rojoc CBOEro Jpyra.

«Heyxenun s omosgal, — mnogyman OH, XOJIOAES OT Yy)Kaca, — HEYXKEIU 3I0ACH €ro
MIPUKOKOIIMIHN?!»

OH pBanyJcst 6eroM, TOJIKHYJ W30 BCEHl CHIIBI IJIOTHO MPUTBOPEHHYIO IBEPh M MOYTH BIIETEI
B 3aJly, KaK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJa Inajna4yu, CKUHyB ¢ Bacunusa MarBeeBuya kadraH, HaKUHYJIN
€My Ha pyKH pEMEHHbIE METJIM, YTOObI BTSHYTh Ha J6I0y. BOT B 3T0-TO BpeMs OH U KPUKHYJ, U HE
OT cTpaxa (pu3n4ecKoil 00JH, a OT HEOOXOJUMOCTH MEPEHECTU «ITOKOPHYIO» IBITKY.

[TosiBnenne CeHABMHA B COINpPOBOXKICHUU NPEOOpPaKEHIIEB U CTapuka bapsaTHHCKOTro
pou3Beld U Ha JloAropykoro, ¥ Ha majaded BIIeYaTJICHME IpoMoBoro ynapa. He pacrepsiics
TOJIBKO YIIIaKOB.

— OT0 uTO 32 OKa3usi! — BOCKIMKHYJ OH, OBICTPO BCTaBas M3-3a CTOJIA M TPO3HO XMYpS
6poBu. — Kak TbI cMeelb, cyaapb, OyHT YHHUTbH?

— He OyHT s uymHIO, a mpHIIEN BalIUM 3JI0/EHCTBAM MOMEIIaTh, — TBEPAO OTBEYAT
CeHsBUH.

— Tebe TOoMy Kakoe [en0? — BOCKIMKHYA YIIakoB.— Mbl [0 rocylapeBy ykKaszy
JNEUCTBYEM.

— Bpéus! — Bo Bcto mMoub psiBkHYn CeHsiBUH. — Hwukakoro rocynapeBa yka3a ObITh HE
MOJKET; TIEpBO — MOTOMY, YTO €ro BEJIUYECTBO BTOPBIEC CYTKH 0€3 MaMsTH JISKUT, a HOHE U COBCEM
KOHYAeTCs, a BTOpOE JIeJI0 — IOTOMY, YTO T'BapAeHCKUM oduiepaM He HPUKa3aHO JOIPOC C
«IIPUCTPACTHEM» YUHUTD... PebsiTa, — 0OpaTuics oH K cosjaraM, — BBI3BOJISIH CBOEro ogurepa.

Connatel He 3acTaBWIIM ce0s KaaTh. Uepe3 MUHYTY nanayu ObLIM COMTHI C HOT, U Bacummii
MarBeeBrY, 0CBOOOXKAEHHBIN U3 MX IETIKUX, IPONUTAHHBIX KPOBBIO PYK, YXKE PNl OT PaJlOCTH HA
Ipyau Jsu.

ViakoB, yciuelaB o OJM3KOW KOHYMHE MMIIEpaTopa M BCIIOMHHUB, YTO Ha yKase, JAaHHOM
Muxawie JloJropykoMy, HET NOANKMCH L@ps, 3amMoJi¥4ajl M MEIJICHHO OIYCTWICS Ha JIaBKY,
BBDKUAsA, YeM BCE 3TO KOHUMTCS. BrocneacTBUU CTaBIIMK TaKUM KPOBOXAIHBIM, OH TEMepb ObLI
CIIMIIKOM MOJIOJ, YTOOBI HE COJPOraThCs MPU MYyKaX MBITYEMBIX, U JIaXKe paj ObUI, 4yTO BCE Tak
KOHYHUJIOCH.

Ho teneps 3ato Bekunen Jlonropykuil. OH BBICKOYMII U3-3a CTOJIA U 3a0paJl BO BCIO MOUYb!

— Oto pazboit! D10 OyHt! Sl Bam mokaxy, Kak I[ApCKOM BoJie HE MOBHHOBATHCA... OH,
COJIIATBhI, TAILU UX BCEX B KA3€MaTHhl. ..

Ho Bnapyr on cwhéxuics u nobneanen. CeHSIBUH MOTydeil pyKoW CXBaTHII €ro 3a BOPOT U
BHYIIUTEIBHO IIPOTOBOPHIL:

— He opu, cobaka! Hukrto Tebs He mcmyraercsi, Aa HUKTO W He mociymaercs. Ctymaid k
cBoeMy OpaTily mr00e3HOMY Ja CKaxu emy, uto Bacumus bapstuHCKOro B3su Ha cels
[TpeoOpaskeHCKUI MOJIK, U KOJHM XOYeT OH €ro CyIuTb, TaK MYCTh YECTHBIM CyJOM CYyIHUT, a He
pa300HUKOB MMOCHUTACT HA HETO. ..

U, O6pocuB apoxasiiero ot crpaxa Muxawmia BiragumupoBuya, oH puOaBuiL:

— Ioiiném, Bacs... [Toiiaém, Ban @Enopera! Ham 31eck Oomblie nenarh Heva. . .

MNnaBa XV
KoHeu 6eacTBUAM

Muxaun BragumupoBuu [lonropykuii 3ackpexxeran 3y0amMu OT OecCHIBbHOW 37100bI, KOTJa
JBEPH 3aXJIONHYJIACh U OH OCTAJICS HACAUHE C Y IIAKOBBIM.

— DTO 4TO X 3HAYUT, rocynapb Moi?! — pe3ko oOparuics oH K Hemy. — Pa30oiiHblie mronu
HACHJIbE YUHAT, AeO0IT MPOU3BOIAT, a ThI YTO 3K 3T0?! CII0BHO B POT BOJbI HaOpan?!
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VYakoB pa3Bén pykamu.

— Mae-1o TyT yT0. M0€ Aeno ctopoHa! — X010 JHO MPOU3HEC OH.

— Her, Bpémb — He cropoHa! — CHOBa 3akpuyan, NoOarpoBeB OT 3700bI M OpbI3ras
cmonoit, Jonropykuit. — Yail, u TeGe M MHE TMOHOIIEHHE OKa3aHo... llapckomy ykazy
HENOBMHOBEHHUE YYMHEHO. A ThI CJIOBHO IIOTaTYMK CUM BparaM... CJIOBHO 3a MX IIAHKy CTOMIIb. A
el€ HadaJIbHUK [TPUKa3a UMeHyenbcs... Bop el caM, n3mMenHuk! Bot uro!

bnennoe o MBana Anapeesuua crano emé Oneanee. OObIYHOE XJ1aJHOKPOBHE MOKHHYIIO
€ro.

— A TBI, Cynapb, HE MOTU pPyrarbcsi! — BHYHIMTENBHO NIporoBopus oH. — He Bop g u
M3MEHHUKOM TaKoXJae HUKoraa He Obu1. Komm exenu moBHHEH B 4éM, MyCTh LAPCKUM CyIl CYIMT.
OHO TOYHO — HE TOKa3aHO MO AapTHUKYJIy TIBapAuu OQHIEPOB, SKO TMOIJIOTO 3BAHHS JIIOJCH,
IBITATh... TaK THI TO U 3HAM...

— A npuka3 napé€s! — BBIKPUKHYJ, HEMHOTO onemus, Muxaun Biagumuposuy.

VY11aKkoB TOJIBKO PYKOM OTMaxHYJICS.

— Hy xakoi#l Tam npukas... byne oOIbDKHHYATH-TO 16, Yan, cam ¥ mmcai-To €ro, a s-To
CAYpY BCPY Aal.

Muxaun BragumupoBud 3100H0 cxan Kyiaakd. COKOWHBIA TOH YIIIakoBa CIOBHO HCITYTall
€ro, a MocJeIHUE CJIO0BA Ja)ke HAIIOMHMIIN MPOChOy Oparta «OBITh MOMSTYe, HOTOMY-JE Majo JIH YTO
MPUKITIOYUTHCA MOkeT». Ho 0310061eHne Ha TO, YTO JKepTBa YCKOJIBb3HYJIA U3 €0 PYK, YTO €My He
yIAJIOCh, KaK cJie]l, BBIMECTUTh Ha BapsTHHCKOM 3a CMEpPTh ChIHA, CHOBA 3a0YILIEBAJIO B €T0 IPY/IH.

— JlagHo! — kpukHyn oH. — TamoTka Bc€ pazbepém! A s B JledopToBO *MBOH pyKOit
cmaxaro! Ilokaxy g BaM, kak Jlodropykum ociyllaHW€ YMHWUTH. [lomOMHMIIB THI Yy MEHS 3TO,
Anppeit iBanoBuu.

U, norpo3uB VYIIakoBy KyJIakOM, OH ONPOMETBHIO BbIOEXKal U3 IMpHKa3a, BCKOYMI B CaHH,
IBYMSI 3J0POBEHHBIMH NMUHKaMH pa30yauil 3aJpeMaBIIero ObUIO Kydepa M BeJesl YTO €CTh MOYU
rHath Jomazaen B JlehopToBckuii qBOpeEIL.

VYke moJHuMasAsCch 10 JIECTHUIIE B BEPXHUE 3aibl ABOpLa, Muxawn BiragumMupoBuy 3aMeTHII
TaM OOJIBIIYIO TepeMeHy. Ye3xkas OTCIoJla BCero KakMX-HMOyOb TPH 4Yaca Haszal, OH OCTaBHI
JleopToBcKuii ABOpELl MYCTHIHHBIM M MPAYHbIM, MOTPYKEHHBIM B KaKYyIO-TO COHHYIO IpEMY.
Teneps ke Bce 3aibl ObUIM OCBEIICHBI, BCIOAY BUAHEIHMCH TPYIIBI JIIOJIEH, BIOIrojoca, a TO U
HIETIOTKOM OeceZloBaBIINX MEXIYy coOoro. Besne mectpenu nBeTHble KadTaHbl, IIUTHIE 30JI0TOM
MYHIMPBI, IIyAPEHBIEC IAPUKU, OPACHA, JICHTHI. . .

«Qre! Jla Hukak Anéma cuenan neno-to! — pagocTHo nogyman Muxaun Bragumuposud. —
3HauuT, Hama B3suia. Hy moronu. Yiko mokaxy s BaM BceM, Kak JIonropykuM oOuay YUHUTE. .. )»

W oT NOJAHOTHI ceplia, B MPUIMBE PAJ0CTH, OH UyTh ObUIO HE KPUKHYII:

— /la 3mpaBcTByeT rocynapbiHs uMIepaTpuna ExarepuHa AsieKceeBHa, CaMOJAEp)KHIA
Bcepoccuiickas!

Ho oH BoBpeMs ynepxkajcs OT 3TOro KpHKa, U XOpoOIIO CAEIaj, 4To yaepxkaics. PagoBarscs
OBbLIO MOJIOKUTENBHO HedeMy. Muxann BraauMupoBud cpa3y MOHsUT 3TO, KOT/Aa MEPECTYIHII TOporT
KOMHATBI, IIPUMBIKABILEH K CHAJIbHE YMHUPAIOIIETO Laps, KOTAa €ro B3IV, CKOJIb3HYB II0 TOJIIE
YJICHOB BEPXOBHOTO COBETAa M JYXOBEHCTBa, COOpaBIIETOCs 3/1€Ch, OCTAHOBWJICS HAa IEYAIbHOM,
cympadHoM e Anekcest ['puropreBnua, MOHYpo cuieBiuero B kpecie. Obnenail on neno, He
BBITJISAIEN OBl TAKUM YOUTHIM. 3HAYUT, BCE MOTUOIIO, BCE OBLIIO KOHYEHO.

W neiictBuTensHO, [t Jloaropykux Bc€ moruoio.

Bcé neno ucmoptmia mpocTas CilydyaHOCTh. BeHuaHHE HENPEeMEHHO COCTOSUIOCh Obl, U
kHsDkHa Exatepuna crana Obl uMmnepaTpuliei, eciu Obl, Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJIa CBSIIICHHUK
Ha/IeBaJl pU3bl, He mpuexan genpamapman Jlonropykuit BMecte ¢ 6apoHoM OCTepMaHOM.

Kak noporo 0Os1 nan Anekceit [ puropbeBud, eciau 651 MOT HE BIYCTHTh MX B 3aJIbl ABOPIIA, HO
9TOTO OH HE MOT C/IEJIaTh.

16 Byz[e 00JIBDKHUYATL-TO — XBATUT KJIEBETATh.
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Bacunmit Bragumuposud ObLT BRIPOJKOM B cBOei cembe. B To Bpems koraa Bce Jlonropykue,
UCTIOpYEHHBIE 0 MO3ra KOCTeH MPUIBOPHBIMH MHTPUTAMH, OBLIM JIIOJBMHU B TIYOOKOH CTENEHH
0€3HpPaBCTBEHHBIMH, CTAaBUBIIMMU BBIIIE BCETO CBOE JTMYHOE OJIaronojydue u 4eCTOIIOOUBBIMU 0
6ose3HeHHOCTH, (enbaMapmian Jloaropykuid ObLT AYIIEBHBIM, HACATBHO UYECTHBIM YEIOBEKOM,
HECTIOCOOHBIM HU COBEPILUTH, HU JIOIYCTUTh KaKoe-I100 MoJyioe, 6ecuecTHOE Jeo. . .

VBuzieB, 4ro Opar CMyTWICS NpHU €ro NOSABICHMM, a KHsDKHa ExarepuHa mokpacHena,
Bacwinii Bnagumuposud psiMo MOJOIIEN K CBAIICHHUKY, TUXO Pa3roBapUBaBLIEMY C JIbIKOHOM.

— bariorika, — crnpocui oH, — BBI IBUWIKCH, YTOOBI TOCOOOPOBATH UMIIEpaTopa?

CBsIILIEHHUK MTOAHSJI HAa HETO U3YMIJIEHHBIE TJ1a3a.

— Her, Balie cUATENbCTBO, — MOYTUTEIIBHO OTBETUII OH, — MEHs 3BAJIU HE 34 TEM...

— 3auem xe?

— Benuanue Tyt npeanonaraercs... Ero BenumuecTBy 01aroyrogHo OpakoM COCTUHHUTHCS CO
CBOEH 00pyu€HHOI HEBECTOM.

WM on noxkasai Ha KHsDKHY Exarepuny.

«A, BOT OHO 4YTO, — moayMan Bacunmii BmagumupoBuu. — BoT kakyio mTyky Oparern
m00e3HbI coBepMTh 3aMbIcaiil. Hy 1a He ObIBaTh STOMY».

Kak pa3 B 310 Bpemst monoexan Anekceit ['puropseBuy.

— A yx s Oosicsi, 4TO Thl HE MpHEICIIb, — C HAMyCKHOM YIBIOKOW OOpaTHICS OH K
Opary. — I mopermni BoJIo rocyaapeBy UCTIOTHUTb.

— Kakyto Bono? — kak Obl He MoOHMMas, cripocul Bacunuit Jlonropykuii.

— A Hacuér Opaxa c Kareii.

[Tpe3putensHas ynpiOka mpobexana 1o Juily GpeabaMapiiana.

— Bort uro! — cka3an oH. — Tak Thl XOuellb €ro NoJyMEPTBOTO BEHYATh?..

— Hy yx u nonymépraoro!..

— Jla Benib OH ke 0e3 maMsTH.

— be3 namsaT, — kak 3xo0, nosropui nopomeqmuuii baymentpocr. — CoBcem ymupaer.

— Ymupaer, — ckazan Bacwimii BnagumupoBud, — a Thl Takoe KOLIYHCTBO 3axymail. Ho,
cnaBa Co3garemnto, OH He MOMYCTHI TAKOMY OECUECTHOMY JI€Ty COBEPILIUTHCH. . .

Anexcell I'puropbeBuY BCIIBIXHYII.

— Kak ne monyctui... 5 xouy, 4ro6 ux oOBEHYANH... U UX OOBEHYAIOT. ..

— Huxkoraa, — pe3kum meEnoToM ckazan ¢enpamapian. — S He mo3Bouo 3toro. W ecnu TbI
ClleNaenib XOTh OJJHO JABIKEHHE, XOTh OJIMH XKECT, sl MPUKaXy Teds apecTtoBarth. [lonsn?..

N 1o TBEpmomy, cCHOKOMHOMY TOHY Asnekced I'puropbeBHuY yBHZEN, YTO BCAKOE
COIPOTHUBIIEHUE OyAeT OECI0JIe3HO, YTO OpaT He UIYTUT U CHIeNIaeT TaK, Kak CKazall.

— Tak Heyxenu Bc€ KOHUEHO?! — OTYastHHO IPOCTOHAT OH.

— A TBI emé coMHeBacsA! — moxumas ruiedamu, 3ameTus Bacunmit Jlonropykuii. — Thl
3axoTeln noitu nmpoTtus I'ocnona bora, Bot ['ocrions 1 nokapain teds. — M 3aTeM, MOBEPHYBILHUCH K
CBSIIIEHHUKY, OH Npojoipkan: — barttomka! Bac kro-to o6manyn. Hukakoro BeHuaHus He OyerT. ..
Ero Benmu4ecTBO yMUPAET, U €r0 HY)KHO II0COOOPOBATh. ..

CBsIILIEHHUK ¢ HEAOYMEHHBIM BHJIOM HANpaBUIICS K JABEPSM LAPCKOW cHalbHU, a Bacumuit
Bnamumuposuu otomén k OapoHy OctepMmaHy, ¢ XUTPO#l YNbIOKONH HENOJBM)KHO CTOSIBIIEMY Y
rnopora.

— Tak Bcé konueHno, Bcé! — mpomentan Anekceit [onropykuit. — He ynanoch MHe
COBEPILIUTH 3TO JEJI0 — 3HAUUT, TeHephb MOrudaTh HYXHO. ..

W, 3akpplB MO pyKaMH, OH TSDKEJIO ONYCTWJICA B Kpecino. A dYepe3 mojdaca 3ajbl
JleopToBCKOrO JBOpIIA HAMOJHWINCH T'E€HEPATUTETOM W UYWHOBHUKAMH pPa3HBIX BEIOMCTB,
KOTOPBIX pacnopsawics npuriacuTe Bacunuii BnaauMmupoBud, «Tak Kak 4yachl €ro BEJIWYECTBA
COUYTEHBI».

Korpa mpuexan Muxann BnagumupoBuy, KOHUMHBI L@psl 0XKUAAJIM C MUHYThl Ha MUHYTY:
aroHMs y)K€ HaCTYyIWJIa; U €CclIM B JAJIBbHUX 3ajax MPHUABOPHbIC MO3BOJISUIM ceOe IIeNTaThbes; TO
3/1€Ch LIAPUIIO TSLKEIOE, YAPYYAIolee MOIYAHHUE. ..

W panocte, koTopass Obulo oxBatuia Mwuxauna BramumupoBuda, cMEHHIAch Temepb
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OTUasiHUEM, U, KaK HECKOJIbKO 4acOB TOMY HazaJ AJeKceld, U OH IPOIIENTal, TSHKEJIO OIyCKasCh B
KpeciIo:

— Bcé xonueHo... Be€ morutmno. ..

Kak pa3 B 310 Bpems 1Beph LapCKOM CHAJIbLHU pacliaxHynach... Bce 3ameBenunucey cpasy u
cpa3sy xe 3amepnu. V3 cnanpHu Beimen enuckon Kpyrunkuii Jleonns, 3a HUIM MOKa3aiuch (Urypsl
Bacwius Bnagumuposuda u birymentpocra.

JleoHu 1 BayKHBIM TOPKECTBEHHBIM I1arOM BBIIIEI HA CEPEAUHY 3aJIbl U IIPOTOBOPHII 3BYUYHBIM
rOJI0COM, OCEHsIs ce0s1 KpECTHBIM 3HAMEHUEM:

— Ero numneparopckoe BennuecTBo rocyaaps I1érp AnekceeBud cKoHUaCH. . .

Bce Tskeno nepegoxXHynau U IOTOM CTAIU KPECTUTBCA. B 0JTHOM yrily MOCIBIIIAIUCH TITyXUE
HaJOpBaHHBIE PBIJAHMSL.

Oro miakan Anekcell I'puropsesud [lonropykui.

Ha npyroii »xe eHb cTano M3BECTHO, HA KOTO BBINAJ BBIOOP «BEPXOBHUKOBY, IMPOCHICBIINX
MOYTH IIETYI0 HOYb HaJl PELICHHEM BOIpoca, KoMy ObITh HapéMm Ha Pycu. OmHu crosiu 3a To,
4TOOBI TMPOBO3IVIACUTH HMIeEpaTpulieil necapeBHy EnmzaBery, Ipyrue mnpemiaraid HapuIly
EBOKMIO, IOCTPHKEHHYI0O B MOHALIECTBO; TPETbU HAKOHEI JKEJIaJy BHUJETh HA IIPECTOJIE ChIHA
repuora I'onmruackoro, Ilerpa.

Ho xus3p JImutpuit MuxaitioBud ['oJHIIBIH TOMHPHIT BCEX MEXKTY COOOI0.

— l'ocioap Hakazan Hac, — cKas3all OH, — B3sB K ce0e rocyznaps U OCTaBUB Hac 0e3 BIAacTH
napckoii. Ham He Bpems Temepb CCOPUTHCS W MPENUPaThCs... A MOHapXHUsi HE MOXET ObITh 0e3
rnaBel. Sl yBaxaro mpuHieccy EnnzaBery, HO He eil cieq ObITh Ha NPECTOJIE BCEPOCCUHUCKOM...
Hetn Ilerpa Benukoro yxe NnapcrBoBaiM, a IO IIPaBy IPECTOJ IPUHAMICKUT MPSMBIM
HacnenqHukaM lBana AnekceeBuya... [lo-moeMy, Ham ciea HOPOCUTh Ha L[APCTBO T'€PLOTHHIO
KypisiHACKYI0 AHHY VIBaHOBHY...

IIpoTUB 3TOr0 HUKTO HE MPOTECTOBAJ, a K BeUepy APYroro AHs 4iIEHbl BepXOBHOro coBera
OTIIPaBUIIN Kypbepa B MUTaBy C U3BECTHEM O BHIOOpE T€PLIOTUHHU KYPJISHACKONW Ha BCEPOCCUMCKUN
IIPECTOJL

Jloaropykue ObUTM OKOHYATEIBHO YHUUTOKEHBL. Bee, KTO KOT1a-To MPEKIOHSIICS Tpea HUMH,
paboJiencTBOBaN W HHU3KOMOKIOHHHYAN, TETEpbh OTBEPHYJIUCh OT HUX M KAaK-TO CHUCXOAUTEIILHO
TepIenu uxX npucyrcrBre. Yacsl MX ObLTH COYTEHBI, — ATO MOHUMAJIHM U caMu JloJropykue, U Bce
UX Bpar.

W neiicTBUTENBHO, BCKOPE MOCIE KOPOHAIMKM HOBOW MMIEpaTpullbl Haj J{oJropyKumMu ObLT
HapshkeH cyll. VX BUHUIM B «OOTOMEP3KUX 3aMbICiaX, B 3aXBaTe BJIACTH, B JACSHUSIX, TPOTHUBHBIX
COBECTHU U 3aKOHY».

Cyn nve memnmun. Ha Tpetuii 1eHb mocie OTKPBITHS 3acelaHusi OOBUHSIEMBIM OBbLI MPOYUTAH
npuroBop. Anekceit ['puropbeBuy, MBan AnexkceeBnu, Muxann BramumMupoBud U ux aetu ObUIH
IIPUTOBOPEHBI K CMEPTHOM Ka3HH, a keHa lBaHa u kHsbkHa ExarepuHa — K NOCTPUXKCHUIO B
MOHACTBIpE.

Ho AnHa MoaHHOBHa He XOTela 3a1MBaTh KPOBBIO CTYIIEHH TPOHA, IO KOTOPBIM TOJBKO YTO
JIOLIJIa 0 BJIACTH, HE XOTEJIa OMpadarbh CBETIOEC HAyaJO CBOErO LAPCTBOBAHUSA Ka3HAMU, — U
BUHOBHBIE OBUIM NMOMHJIOBaHbI. VX OTHpaBWIIM B CCBUIKY, B Janékue cuOupckue nedpu, B TOT
cambiii bepé€3oB, W3 KOTOpPOro MAOJKHBI OBUIM, IO MPUKA3aHUIO HMIIEpATPUIlb, BO3BPATHTH
CEeMENCTBO MeHIIMKOBA.

Iloutn B TOT K€ camblii eHb, Korga J(OIropykux OTIpaBHIIM B JAIEKYHO CChUIKY, Bacunuii
MargeeBruu bapsTiuHckuii 0OBeHUasCs ¢ KHSOKHOM AHHOU. CBaab0y OTIPa3IHOBAM ¢ HEOBIBAJION
nelHOCTHhI0. CTapuku PynHUIIKHE He TOXKaJenu JIeHeT, YTOObl Ha ClIaBy OTIPa3HOBATh BEIUKUI,
JIaBHO JKIaHHBIN NCHbB.

Jlom PymHUIKHX TOJIOXKUTEIBHO CHSUI, OCBEIIEHHBIN IEJBIMU COTHSIMH cBedeil. Cusuiu u
nuna OeCUMCIIEHHOTO KOJHMYECTBa TOCTEH, C BECENbIM IIyMOM HANOJIHHMBIIMX TOCTEIPUHMHBIC
3abl. CHSUTM M JIMIA MOJIOJBIX, MEPEXKMUBIINX CTOJIBKO TPEBOT M OE/ICTBHI, MMOKa HAKOHEL CyabOa
CKQJIMJIACh HAJl HUMHU U NIPUBEJIA UX K MUPHOU IIPUCTAHU CEMEUHOTO CYACThSI.

101



KHskHa AHHA CHOBa IOXOpOIIIENa, CHOBA pacliBeNa, U Mo €€ 0KUBIEHHOMY, BECEIOMY JIMILY
TpyAHO OBUIO yrajaTh, YTO 3Ta K€ caMmas KpacaBHIla, Telepb C TaKOW JIACKOBOW YJIBIOKOM
pa3roBapuBaroIlas ¢ My»eM, HECKOJIBKO MECALIEB TOMY Ha3aJ TOTOBUJIACH K CMEPTU U BBITIIAEIA
KaKoH-TO OJeTHON TEHBIO.

— AX, Bacs, — rosopuna oHa, NPHKMMAsACh K MYXY BCEM CBOHUM CTPOMHBIM TEJIOM, —
HakoHel-T0 ['ocmons cxamwics Haj Hamu. IloBepuinb, MHE HMHOIAA KaXeTcs, 4TO BCE ITHU
MoCHeHUEe JTHU — HE YTO MHOE, KaK OTpajHbli coH. I 00I0Ch, YTO BOT-BOT COH OTJIETHT,

packpoenrb ria3a, — U CHOBA HACTYIAT Te e 0e30TpajHble MyKH, TO K€ TOpe, KOTOpOoe UyTh He
IIPUBEIIO MEHS K MOTHIIE. ..

W oHa HEBOIBHO B3APOTHYIIA.

— IlonHO, TONyOKa, OTrOHM 3TH TedYaibHble MBICIHU... CKOpee HY)KHO CUMUTaThb CHOM 3TO
MHHYBIIEE BpeMs, — MporoBopwi bapsatuHckuil. — Teneps uid Hac HACTyNWIM JHU
6e30051a4HOr0 cyacThs, He Oy/1eM K€ OTPABJIATh €T0 COMHEHUSMH U OMACCHUSMM. . .

— A 1B He nymaemb uHOrAa o JlonropykoM... Tel He Oowmmibcs, yto l'ocrmoap MoKeT
Haka3aTh 3a ero youiictBo. — Beap yOuiicTBo — OOJIBINION Ipex, — THXO 3aMeTHiia AHHA, OISTh
B3/lparuBasi.

baparuHckuii 3axymancs Ha MTHOBEHBE, IIOTOM PE3KO TPSAXHYI I'OJI0BOU U OTBETHUIL:

— Her, romy0ka, He 60r0Ch... S Bepro, 4To Tak OBUIO CyXAEHO. MeHs, IMEHHO MeHs bor
BbIOpaJ1, YT0OBI HaKa3aTh ATOTO YEJOBEKa, U g ero yousn. Mens He 3a uto ['ocniony kapats. TakoBa
6bu1a boXbs BOJISL.

AnHa 007eTu€HHO B3/I0XHYJIA U KPETKO MOKalla CBOCH MaIeHbKOM PYydKOH €ro pyky.

B 510 Bpems TOIma rocTeil 3alieBenwIach, U K MOJIOABIM IIPUXpaMbIBas, MOJOLIEN CTapUK
BapsTuHCKUI ¢ TOTHBIM OOKaJlOM B pYKe...

— Hy, netku, — cka3ain OH, — IIBIO 32 Ballle 3I0POBbE. .. bybTe CUaCTIMUBEI. ..

On noanéc O0okai kK rydam, MpuryOu1, HO TOTYAC K€ BOCKIUKHYI:

— l'opeko! Iloncnactuts He Memtaet!

A 32 HUM U BCE FOCTH, BECEJIO YIbI0asiCh, TOKE 3aKpHYaIIH:

— Tl'opeko! I'oppko!

Bacunuii MaTBeeBUY HAKIOHWICS K JKEHE W JOJITMM IOLEIYyeM Ipunan K €€ pOo30BbIM
ryokam. ..

KommeHTapuu

CBepneHus 06 aBTOpE

ITon umenem A. I1. IIABJIOBA B mepBbie Toabl XX Beka ObUIO OIyOJIMKOBAHO HECKOJBKO
HCTOPHUYECKUX M OBITOBBIX POMAHOB: «b0bsl BOJISD — HCTOpHUYECKHI poMaH u3 BpeMéH Ilerpa Il
(M3maH Takxke 1Moja Ha3BaHHWeM «TopkecTBO JOOBW»); «JIuxas mopa», UCTOPUUYECKHH pOMaH W3
smoxu 1602-1612 rr., «B cersix BimacTomoOIeB» (Takke u3AaH moJ Ha3zBanueM «llonx ceHbio
KOpoHbD»; «Hamepekop cynp0e»; «3070Thie LETH», POMaH U3 MOCKOBCKOM >KM3HM; «Y CTyHeHen
TPOHAY.

Poman «boxbst Bostsi» nedaraercs o u3ganuto M. JI. Certuna. Mocksa, 1902.

XpoHonoruyeckasa Tabnuua

1715 rox
12 oktsa6pst — posxaenue Ilerpa AnekceeBuya.

1727 ron
6 Masg — cmepTh nMmneparpuisl Exkarepusst |.
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7 mas — u30panue Ha pycckuil mpecton [letpa AnekceeBuua BepXoBHBIM TalfHBIM COBETOM,
Cenatom 1 CMHOJOM.

20 urons — yka3z 00 OTMEHE MOBOPOTHOrO cOOpa M 3aMeHa ero HajJoroM Ha MHUTEHHYIO
MIPOJIAXKY.

22 nrons — yKa3 0 BOCCTAaHOBJIEHMM reTMaHcTBa B Manopoccunu.

18 aBrycra — yka3 0 MOJYMHEHUH MarucTPaToB ryOepHATOPAM.

6 centsOps — Ilérp maér yka3 BepxoBHOMy TaifHOMy COBETYy O CBOEM BCTYIUIGHUU B
caMoJIep’KaBHE «CO BCEMU IIPAaBaMU U NOJHOMOYMSIMM.

9 cents0ps — yka3 o ccbuike MeHITKOBa.

1728 rox
4 (eBpasiss — TOpKECTBEHHBIN BbE3/ 11apsi B MOCKBY.

1729 rox
Maii — ynuurosxxenue [IpeoOpakxeHCKOro npukasa.
30 HOs0pss — TopkecTBeHHOE 0OpyuyeHue naps ¢ Exkarepunoii lonropykoBoii.

1730 rox
18 suBapss — cmepts Ilerpa Il.

103



	Александр Петрович Павлов
	Божья воля
	Исторический роман
	Часть первая
	Новые кумиры
	Глава I
	Поединок
	Глава II
	Громовой удар
	Глава III
	Юный император
	Глава IV
	По течению
	Глава V
	Мститель
	Глава VI
	Кровавое поручение
	Глава VII
	По следам Меншикова
	Глава VIII
	Екатерина Долгорукая
	Глава IX
	Царская невеста
	Глава X
	Подвиг Антропыча
	Глава XI
	В разбойничьем гнезде
	Глава XII
	В сетях любви
	Глава XIII
	В тревоге

	Часть вторая
	Игра судьбы
	Глава I
	В вихре событий
	Глава II
	Царственный сват
	Глава III
	Воскресший покойник
	Глава IV
	Счастливый случай
	Глава V
	Адская мысль
	Глава VI
	Между жизнью и смертью
	Глава VII
	В западне
	Глава VIII
	На мельнице
	Глава IX
	В порыве страсти
	Глава X
	Расплата
	Глава XI
	Переполох
	Глава XII
	Предерзостный замысел
	Глава XIII
	Спаситель
	Глава XIV
	Расплата
	Глава XV
	Конец бедствиям

	Комментарии
	Сведения об авторе
	Хронологическая таблица



