Bacunb bBuikoB
CoTHUuKOB

naBa nepBas

OHU 1A JIECOM MO TIYXOM, 3aHECEHHOM CHEroM JI0pore, Ha KOTOPOM YK€ HEe OCTaloCh U
cilieja OT JIOIIAJUHBIX KOIIBIT, IOJIO3bEB WM HOT 4YeJoBeKa. TyT, HaBEpHO, W JIETOM HEMHOI'O
€3MJTH, a TeNepb, NOCie JOIATUX (PEeBpAbCKUX METENEH, BCE 3apPOBHSIIO CHETOM, H, €CJIH OBl HE JIeC
— €M BIIEPEMEXKKY C OJIBLIAHUKOM, KOTOPBIH HEPOBHO pPACCTyHajcsi B 00€ CTOPOHBI, 00pa3ys
TYCKJIO O€JeIomuii B HOUM KOPUIOP, — ObUIO ObI TPYIHO W MOHSATH, YTO 3TO Aopora. M Bce ke oHU
He omHOIrCh. BriisiapiBasich CKBO3b TOJIBIN, 3aTSHYTHI CyMEpKaMU KyCTapHHK, PpiGak Bce Ooublie
y3HaBaJ €Il C OCEHU 3allOMHUBLINECS €My MecTa. Torja oH u erie 4yeTBepo u3 rpynmnsl CMosKoBa
KaK-TO TI0JI BeYep TOXe MPOOHPANNCH ITOM JOPOroi Ha XyTOp M TOKE C HAMEPEHUEM DPa3KUTHCS
KaKUMU-HHOYIb MPOayKTaMu. BOH Kak pa3 u 3HAKOMBIN OBpaKeK, Ha KpPat0 KOTOPOTO OHM CHJIENIN
BTPOEM U KypHUJIH, JOKHUAAACH, IIOKA BOE, YIIEAIINE BIEPE, MOJaAyT CUTHAII UATH BCeM. Teneps,
OJIHAKO, B OBpar He CyHYThCS: C Kpasl €ro CBHCaJl HAMETEHHBIHN BbIOIOM KapHU3, a F0JIble IEPEBIIA Ha
CKJIOHE II0 CaMbl€ BEPXYLIKU YTOIAJIA B CHETY.

PsnoM, Haj BeplIIMHAMHU eNiei, JIETOHBKO CKOJIB3WJIa B HeOE cTepTas MOJOBMHKA MecsIa,
KOTOPBIM MOYTH HE CBETWI — JIMIIb cl1abo 1mobjaeckuBal B XOJOJHOM Meplanuu 3Be3a. Ho ¢ HuM
ObUIO HE TaK OJMHOKO B HOYM — Ka3ajoCh, BPOJIE KTO-TO J>KMBOM M JOOpBI HEHaBA3YHBO
COIPOBOKJAET UX B ATOM myTu. [loomans B jecy ObI0O MpayHOBATO OT TEMHON MEIIAHWHBI €JIeH,
MOJIIECKA, KAaKUX-TO HESICHBIX TEeHEH, OeCIOpsS0YHOro CIUIETEHHsI CTHUIBIX BETBEH; BONM3HM Ke, Ha
YHUCTOM Oenn3He CHera, Jopora npocMaTpuBasiack 6e3 Tpyaa. To, 4To oHa mposeraia 37ech IO
HETPOHYTOH LIEJMHE, XOTS U 3aTPYIHSIIO X0/b0Y, 3aT0 CTPAaxoBajlo OT HEOXKUAaHHOCTEH, 1 Pribak
Aymall, 4ToO BpPSI JIM KTO CTaHeT MOJcTeperarb UX B 3TOM rinymu. Ho Bce e mpuxoaminoch ObITh
HAcTOpOke, 0COOeHHO mocie [ TuHIH, Bo3Nie KOTOPhIX OHM Yaca /IBa Ha3aJl €JBa HEe HAIOPOJUCh Ha
HemileB. K cyacTpio, Ha OKOJMIIE JEPEBHH MOBCTPEUAJICS AAbKa C IPOBaMH, OH Mpeaynpeaus o0
OTIaCHOCTH, U OHU TIOBEPHYJIH B JIEC, TJIE I0JITO MPOTLTYTAIU B 3apOCIIsX, IOKA HE BBIOPAINCH HA ATY
JOpOry.

Bripouem, ciyuaifHas cThIuKa B JIeCy WJIM B TMOJie HE OuYeHb cTpammia Pridaka: y HUX ObLIO
opyxue. [IpaBia, masioBaTo HabpajoCh MaTPOHOB, HO TYT HUYETO HE MOJAENACIIb: TE, YTO OCTAIHCH
Ha ['openom 60J10TE, OTHANM UM YTO MOTJIHM M3 CBOMX TOXKE OoJjiee ueM CKYIHBIX 3amacoB. Temepsb,
KpOMe IIATH IITYK B KapaObuHe, y PpiOaka mo3BsKuBajM eie Tpu 000KWMBI B KapMaHax MOIylIyoka,
CTOJBKO ke ObiIo M 'y CoTHUKOBA. JKanb, HEe MPUXBATUIM TPaHAT, HO, MOXKET, IPAHATHI €lle U He
NMOHAN00sTCA, a K yTpy 00a oHu OyxyT B narepe. [1o kpaiineit mepe, 1oymkHbl ObITh. [IpaBna, Pribak
YyBCTBOBAJ, 4YTO IIOCJIe HeyAauu B [JMHAHAX OHM HEMHOTO 3ala3/blBaloT, HAA0 ObLIO
MIOTOPAIUINBATHCSA, HO MTOJIBOMII HAllapHUK.

Bce Bpems, moka OHU UK JiecoM, PpIGak ciplmian 3a CIIMHOW €ro TIyXOBaThId, MPOCTYIHBIN
KallleNb, pa3/iaBaBIINCs WHOTAA ONMKe, MHOT 1A Aaibiine. Ho BOT OH coBeplieHHO 3aTux, U Pribak,
cOaBUB 11ar, OTISHYNICSA — U3PAIHO oTcTaB, COTHUKOB €/]Ba TAIIUIICS B HOYHOM cyMmpake. [logaBisis
HeTepreHue, Ppibak MHUHYTY TIisiieN, Kak TOT YCTallo rpe0eTcs MO CHErY B CBOMX HEYKIIOKHUX,
CTONTaHHBIX OypKaX, Kak-TO HE3HAaKOMO OIYCTHB TOJIOBYy B TJIyOOKO HAJBHHYTOH Ha YIIU
KpacHOapMeNCKoU nuioTke. Ele u3nanu B MOPO3HOM HOYHOM THUIIMHE IMOCIBILAIOCH €T0 4acToe,
3aTpyJHEHHOE JbIXaHue, ¢ KOTOpbIM COTHUKOB, [a)X€ OCTAaHOBUBIIMCb, BCE €II€ HE MOT
CIIPaBUTHCS.

— Hy kak? Tepnumo?

— A! — HeompeieNIeHHO BBIIABUJI TOT U MOIPABUII HA IIJIeY€ BUHTOBKY. — Jlaneko emnie?

[Ipexne uyeM OTBETUTH, PBIOAK TOMEMIWII, HCHBITYIOUIE BIJISABIBASCH B TOLIYIO, TYroO
MOJMNOSICAHHYIO 110 KOPOTKOW IIMHeNnu Gurypy HamapHuka. OH yKe 3Hall, 4TO TOT He MPHU3HAETCH,
XOTsI ¥ 3aHEMOT, OyeT OOJPUTHCS: MOJ, 000HAeTC s, — YTOOBI H30EKATh UYy)KOTO Y4acTHs, YTO JU?
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V3K 4ero Ipyroro, a caMoJitoOust M ynpsMcTBa y 3Toro COTHHKOBA XBaTHJIO Obl Ha Tpoux. OH U Ha
3aJJaHye TOTajl OTYACTH M3-3a CBOErO caMoJiioOus — OOJIbHOM, a HE 3axXOoTeN CKa3aThb 00 3TOM
KOMaHIUpY, KOTAa TOT y KocTpa nmojaoupan Pribaky HanmapHuka. CHauana ObLIM BBI3BaHbBI JIBOE —
Brosen u I'mymenko, Ho BroBen Toiapko yTO pazoOpasl M MPHHSIICS YUCTHTH CBOW ITyJIEMET, a
['nymenko cocnancs Ha MOKpPbIE HOTH: XOJWII 3a BOJOW U 110 KOJIEHO IIPOBANIMIICSA B TpsicHHY. Torna
KoMaHaup Ha3Basl COTHHKOBA, U TOT Moiya nojHsuics. Korga onun yxe 6bu1u B mytd 1 COTHUKOBA
Hayaj JOHUMATh Kamenb, PpiOak crmpocui, Mo4YeMy OH CMOJYal, TOrJa Kak JBOE APYrux
oTKa3ainuch, Ha 4yro COTHHMKOB OTBeTHI: «IloTOMy M HE OTKazaics, YTO IPYTHE OTKA3AIUCH.
Pri0aky 3T0 OBUIO HE COBCEM MOHATHO, HO MOTO/S OH MOAYMaJl, YTO B 00IIEM OECIIOKOUTHCS HE O
YeM: YeJIOBEK Ha HOrax, CTOMT JIM o0Opaliath BHUMaHUE Ha KaKOM-TO TaM Kalllellb, OT MPOCTYbI Ha
BOifHEe He ymuparoT. JloineT 1o *uibs, 00orpeeTcs, MOeCT ropsiuei KapTOIIKH, U BCIO XBOPb Kak
PYKOH CHUMET.

— Hwuyero, Temepp yxe Onmu3ko, — oOoapsromie ckazan Ppibak M MOBEpHYJCS, 4YTOOBI
IIPOJIOJIKUTD IYTh.

Ho ne ycnen cnenarp u mara, kak COTHUKOB €3a/11 OISITh NONEPXHYJICS U 3aILENCS B I0JITOM
HyTpssHOM Kanuie. Crapasich CIEepXkKaTbCsl, COTHYJCS, 3a)XaJll pyKaBOM pOT, HO Kallellb OTTOTrO
TOJIBKO YCHUJIUIICSL.

— A T cHera! CHera Bo3bMU, OH nepebuBaet! — nojckaszan Pridax.

bopsice ¢ mpuctynom pasgupatouiero rpyap kKanuis, COTHUKOB 3auepIiHyJl NPUTOPIIHEN
CHEra, ococall, ¥ Kallejb B CaMOM JI€JIe IOHEMHOT'Y YHSJICS.

— Yepr! IlpuBsokercs, X0OTh pa30pBUCH!

Pri0ak BriepBbIe 03a00YEHHO HAXMYPHJIICS, HO IIPOMOJTYAJI, © OHU TOIIIU JajblIe.

W3 oBpara Ha opory BbIOekajia poBHAs IeT0YKa ciesa, IPUTIIIeBIINCh K KoTopoMy Pribak
MIOHSUI, YTO HEJIABHO 3/1€Ch IIPOXOMII BOJIK (TOKE, HABEPHO, TAHET K YEJIOBEUECKOMY JKHIIBIO — HE
CJIQJIKO Ha TaKOM Mopo3e B Jiecy). O0a OHM B3sUIM HECKOJIBKO B CTOPOHY U JAJIbIIIE YK€ HE CXOIMIN
C 3TOro cjena, KOTOPhI B MPUTYMAHEHHOH CEpOCTH HOYM HE TOJIbKO 00O3Hayaa J0pory, HO U
yKa3bIBaJ, TJIe MEHbBIIIE CHETa: BOJIK ATO ONpeaeisil 6e30mmndouno. Brpouem, ux myTh MOAXOIHI K
KOHILY, BOT-BOT JIOJDKEH ObUI MOKAa3aTbCs XyTOp, M 3TO HacTpauBayio Pribaka Ha HOBBIHM, Oojee
PagOCTHBIN Ja.

— JItoOka Tam, BOT OrOHB JIeBKa! — HETPOMKO CKa3ajl OH, He 000PaunBasCh.

— Yto0? — He paccabimian COTHUKOB.

— JleBKa, roBopio, Ha Xyrope. YBHJIUILb, BCIO XBOPh 3a0y/I€IlIb.

—V 1e0s emie 1eBKU HA yme?

C 3ameTHBIM ycuiueM Bojodach c3aau, COTHHKOB YpPOHWJI TOJIOBY U emie OoJiblie
ccyrymuics. Ilo-BuauMomy, Bce ero BHUMaHHE Telephb ObLIO COCPEIOTOUYEHO JIUIIb Ha TOM, YTOOBI
HE COMTHCA C IIara, He MOTePSTh MOCUIIBHBINA €My TeMII.

— A uro x! IloecTb OBI TOJBKO...

Ho u ynomuHanue o ene HMKak He MojaeicTBOBaJo Ha COTHMKOBA, KOTOPBIM ONATH Hadal
oTCTaBaTh, M Pb10ak, 3aMeJTUB 111ar, OTJISHYJICS.

— 3Haems, BUepa B3JpeMHYN Ha Oosore — xyebd mpucHuics. Ternas OyxaHka 3a Ha3yxoi.
IIpocnyscs, a 310 OT KOCTpa npurpeno. Takas gocaza...

— He nuBo, npucHutcs, — riyxo cornacuicsi CoTHukoB. — Henento Ha mapeHo pxu...

— Jla yx u mapeHka KoHumiachk. Buepa ['poHckuii octaTkum posnan, — ckazan Peibak u
3aMOJI4ajl, CTapasich HE 3aBOJUTH pa3roBopa O TOM, 4YTO B 3TOT pa3 AEHCTBUTEIBHO 3aHUMAJIO €TO.

K ToMy e cTaHOBMIJIOCH HE 10 pa3roBOPOB: KOHYAJCS JIEC, Jopora BbIxoauia B moJie. [lanee
10 OJHY CTOPOHY IYTH TSAHYJICS MEJIKUH KyCTapHHK, 3apOCIH JIO3HAKAa 1O OOJOTy, JOpora ot
KOTOPOTO KpYyTO CBOpauMBaja Ha MPHUTOpPOK. PhIOak »k7an, YTO H3-3a OJIBLIAHMKA BOT-BOT
MOKa)KETCs JIBIPSIBAs KpbIIIA IMyHbKH, a TaM, 3a MU3TOPOJIbI0 Oy/eT U AOM C capasMu M 3aJpaHHBIM
KypasiieM Haj KojoaueM. Eciin sxypaBiab TOPUHUT KOHLIOM BBEPX — 3HAUUT, BCE B MOPSIIKE, MOYKHO
3aXOJIMTh; €CJIM K€ 3alleIUIeH KPIOKOM B KOJIOJIE3HOM cpyOe, TO MOBOpadyMBail 0OpaTHO — B JIOMe
gyxue. Tak, mo kpaifHell Mepe, KOTJa-TO YCIOBHINCH C Asnpkoii Pomanom. IlpaBma, To ObLIO
JABHO, C OCEHU OHHU CIOJIa HE 3arJISIABIBAIA — KPYXXWJIM B APYrMX MECTax, IO Ty CTOPOHY IIOCCE,
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IIOKA I'0JIOJ U ’KaHJIapMbI OITATh HE 3arHAJIA UX TyZa, OTKY/Ja MECsLl Ha3aJ BbITHAJIU.

Ckopbim marom Peibax nomen 1o u3ru0a TOpOTH U CBEpHYIN Ha MPHUropok. Bomuwmit cnen Ha
CHETy TaKXXe IOBOpAuMBal B CTOPOHY XyTopa. OYeBHIHO YYBCTBYS OJIM30CTH JKWIIbS, BOJIK
OCTOPO’KHO U HEIIUPOKO CTYyMan 000YMHOM, TECHO MPWKHUMAasCh K KyCTapHHKY. Brpodem, Pribak
y)Ke TepecTaj CIeIuTh 3a JOPOToil — BCce ero BHUMaHME Terneph ObLIO YCTPEMJICHO BIEpEn, TyZa,
I7Ic KOHYAJICA KYCTapHUK.

Haxonerr oH TOpOIuIMBO B300pasicsi MO CKJIIOHY Ha BEpX MPUTOpKa U TYT K€ MOAymal, 4To,
M0-BUMMOMY, OIIHUOCS — HABEPHO, XYTOPCKHE MOCTPOMKU OBUIM HECKOJIBKO nanbiie. Tak Hepeako
CJIy4aeTcsi Ha MaJIO3HAaKOMOM JI0pOre, YTO HEKOTOPBIE YYaCTKM €€ MCYE3ar0T U3 MaMATH, U TOrAa
BECh IMyTh CHAeTCs KOpode, 4eM Ha caMoM jese. Ppibak emie yCKOpHiI CBOH IIar, HO OISITh Haydall
orcraBath CoTHHKOB. BrmpoueMm, Ha CoTHukoBa Ppifak yxke mepectan oOpamiaTb BHUMaHHE —
HEOXXHUIaHHO U Kak OyaTo 6e3 BCSAKOW MPUYMHBI UM 3aBJIaJieNia TPEBOra.

[Tynpku Bee enie He ObLIO B HOYHOM CEpOCTH, KaK He ObUIO BIEPEAU U IPYTUX MMOCTPOEK, 3aTO
HECKOJIBKO TIOPBIBOB BETpa OTTY/AA JOHECHIU JO IMyTHUKOB TOPbKOBATO-EAKHHA cMpasn rapu. Ppibak
CHayaja MoJyMall, 4TO 3TO €My MOKa3al0Ch, YTO HECET OTKYAA-TO U3 jieca. OH MpOILEN €111€ COTHIO
I1aroB, CWISCh YBHJAETh CKBO3b 3apOCIH NPHBBIYHO OCHEKEHHBIE KPBIIHU ycanabObl. OIHAKO ero
O’KU/IaHUE HE COBLIOCh — XyTopa He ObUI0. 3aTo elle MOTAHYJO0 Taphlo — HE CBEXEH, C OTHEM WU
JBIMOM, a TPOTHBHBIM CMpPAaJIOM JIaBHO OCTBHIBIIMX yried u meruia. IloHsB, uro He ommbaercs,
Ppi0ak Bosrosoca BBIPYrajicsi ¥ MOYTH OErOM MPUIYCTHI CEPEAMHOMN JOPOTH, MOKa HE HATKHYIICS
Ha U3ropoJb.

W3zropoap Oblla HA MECTE — HECKOJIBKO Tap MePeBsi3aHHbBIX JIO30M KOJIbEB C KEPSIMH KPUBO
Topyany B cHery. TyT, 3a MoJOCKON KapTOQIISHUILA, M CTOsUIa KOTAa-TO Ta caMasi MyHbKa, Ha MECTe
KOTOpOH celyac BO3BBIIAJICS O€NbI CHEroBOM XOJIMHK. MecTamMu TaM BBIMHUPaNo, Oyrpuiioch
YTO-TO TEMHOE — HEJIOTOpPEBLIME TOJIOBELIKH, 4TO Ju? HemHOro B oThaneHuu, y MOJOIOU
S0JIOHEBON TMOCAJIKHU, T/ie ObUIM MOCTPOWKH, TOXKE T'POMO3MIUCH 3aHECEHHBIE CHEroM OYrphl ¢
MOJIypa3pyLIEHHOM, HEJENO OrOJIEHHOM Ieublo mocepeauHe. Ha mecrtax ke capaeB — HE INOHSATH
ObLIO — HABEPHO, HE OCTAJIOCH U TOJIOBEIIIEK.

Munyty PpiGak cTOsI1 BO3JIE H3TOPOAN BCE C TEM K€ HEYMOJIKAaBIIUM PYraTelbCTBOM B JYIIE,
HE cpa3zy coobOpas3uB, 4TO 37eCh CIydmsioch. Ilepen ero riaszamu BO3HUKIA KapTHHA HEJABHETO
YEJIOBEUECKOTO JKWJIbSI C HEMYAPEHbIM KPECThSIHCKAM YIOTOM: XaTOH, CEeHSIMH, OOJbIIOH
3aKOIMYEHHOM TIeYblo, BO3JIE KOTOpOHM XjomoTaina 0abka MenaHbps — mekna ApaHukH. [LmoTHO
3aKyCHB C JIOpPOTH, OHH CHJIEJIM TOrAa Oe3 camor Ha JeKaHKe M CMEMIMIN XOXOTyHbio JIIoOKy,
YroIaBIUIYIO MX JIECHBIMU OopexaMmHu. Tereps nepes HUM ObLIO MOKapHIIle.

— Conoun!

[IpeononeB MuHyTHOE OllenieHeHHe, PpIOak mepemarnys )Xepab 1 MO0IIEN K Me4YH, YKPBITOH
anko cBexxero cHera. COBEPIIEHHO HENENbIM BBITJIAAET HAa HEHW 3TOT CHET, IUIOTHBIM IUIACTOM
JeKaBUIMKA HA 3arHeTKe M JaXKe 3amevaTaBIIMi ycThe meud. TpyObl HaBepxXy yxe He ObLIO,
HaBEpHO, OOBaNMJIaCh BO BpeMs IOKapa M celdyac BMeCTE C TOJIOBEIIKAMHM HEPOBHOW Kydeil
Oyrpuiach 1Moj CHErOM.

C3anu Tem BpemeHeM npuTamuics COTHUKOB, KOTOPBIM MOJIYa IIOCTOSI HEMHOTO Y U3rOpOIn
M TI0 YHCTOMY CHETY IOABOPbs OTOIIEN K KojojesHoMy cpyOy. Komognen, kaxkercs, OblT TyT
€AVHCTBEHHBIM, YTO HE IOCTPajalo B HehaBHeM pasrpome. llenm oxasancs u xypasilb. BbICOKO
3aJjpaHHBI €ro KPIOK TUXO pacKayMBaJICS HA XOJIOJAHOM BeTpy. PriOak B cepalax MHyJ carmorom
MyCTOE JBIPSIBOE BEAPO, 000IIEN pa3IoMaHHbIH, 0e3 KoJec, AIUK MM0JTy3aMETEHHONH CHETOM TEJETH.
Bonbmie TyT HeueM OBLIO MOXKHUBUTBCS — TO, YTO HE COXKpajl OTOHb, HABEPHO, JABHO PACTAILMIH
moau. Ycaap0a croperna, ¥ HUKOTO Ha Hel yke He Obuio. Jlake He COXpaHWIOCh YEIOBEUYECKUX
CJIEZIOB, JIMIIb BOJIYbY IETIISIN 32 U3TOPOBI0 — HABEPHO, BOJIK TOKE UMEJ KaKHEe-TO CBOM BU/bI Ha
3TOT 3JIOCYACTHBINA XYyTOP.

— Ioapy6anu HassiBaeTcst! — 6pocui Pri6ak, yHBITO BO3BPAIIAsCh K KOJIOIILY.

— Beian kTo-T0, — cumio oto3Basicss COTHUKOB.

Bokom mpucnoHuBIIMCh K CpyOy, OH 3aMETHO MOEKUBAJICS OT CTY)XH, U, KOTJa IepecTaBall
KalllIATh, CIBIIIHO ObUIO, KaK B €ro IpyAd TUXOHBKO IMOXPHUIIBIBAJIO, CIOBHO B HEUCIPABHOU
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rapMoHU. Pribak, 3amycTHB B KapMaH pyKy, cOOpaj TaM MEX[y MMaTpOHOB IOPCTh MapeHOH pxkKH —
OCTAaTOK €r0 CErOJHALIHEN HOPMBI.

— Xouemp?

be3 ocoboit roroBHOCTH COTHHMKOB MPOTSHYJ PYKY, B KOTOpylo PpiOak oTchiman u3 cBoeit
ropctu. O0a NPUHSIIUCH MOJTYA KEBATh MATKHE XOJIOHbIE 3epHAa.

[Tosxanyii, UM HaYMHAJIO BCephe3 HE BE3TH, U PpIOak moaymai, 4To 3TO HEBE3CHHE IEepPeCTacT
OBbITh CITY4afHOCTBIO: Ka)KETCs, HEMIIbI 3KUMAaIIM OTPAJ Kak cienyer. M He Tak BaxHO ObLIO, YTO
BJIBOEM OHM OCTAJIMCh TOJOAHBIMH, — OOJIBIIIE TPEBOXKHUIIA MBICIIb O TE€X, KOTOPBIE MEP3JIH TEIeph Ha
Oomnore. 3a Henenmo 00eB M OETOTHHU MO JiecaM JIFOJU U3MOTAIHUCh, OTOIIATN Ha OJHOM KapTOIIKE,
6e3 xsieba, K TOMY K€ YeTBepo ObUIO PaHEHO, IBOMX HECIH ¢ c000il Ha HOCHIIKaX. A TyT MOJIMIAN U
KaHgapMepus OOJIOKWIM TaK, YTO, MOKaIyi, HUTAEe He BBICYHYThbcs. [loka mpoOupaiuce jecom,
Pri0ak myman, 4yTo, MOXET, 3Ta CTOpOoHa 00JI0Ta €Ille He 3aKphITa U yIacTCs MMPOUTH B JEPEBHIO, HA
Xyzmo# koHer[ TyT ObuT XyTop. HO BOT Hajexk1a Ha XyTop pyXHYIa, a Jajiblie, B TPeX KUIOMETpPax,
ObUIO MECTEYKO, B HEM IOJMIEHCKUN TapHU30H, a BOKPYr Mojs W Oe3jecbe — TyAa MyThb UM
3aKa3aH.

JloxeBbIBasi pokb, Pp10ak 03a604eHHo nmoBepHyicst K COTHUKOBY.

— Hy 151 kak? Eciu minox, Tonait Ha3zal. A si, MOXKET, Ky/ia B IEPEBHIO TIOJICKOUY.

— Ogun?

— OpnuH, a uto? He Bo3Bpamarbes ke ¢ MMyCTbIMU PyKaMHu.

CoTHHKOB 3510KO MOjAparuBai OT XOJOJa: Ha BETpy Hayall JIIOTO ImpoOupars Mopo3. YToOsl
KaK-TO COXpPaHMTh OCTATKM TEIjIa, OH BCE TIIy0)Ke 3aCOBBIBAN 0350IIME PYKH B IIHPOKHE pyKaBa
LIHEIN.

— UTo THI manku Kakoi He nocrtan? Pa3se sta corpeer? — ¢ ynpekom ckaszain Pribak.

— [Tankwu ke B 1ecy HE pacTyT.

— 3aTo0 B IepEBHE Y Ka)KJI0T0 MYXKUKa I1alKa.

COTHHKOB OTBETHII HE Cpa3y.

— YTto0 %€, ¢ My)KHUKa CHUMATh?

— He o0s3arenbHO cHUMATh. MOKHO U €I KaK.

— Jlagno, nasaii noromanu, — o6opsan pasroBop COTHHKOB.

OHu nepenesnu yepe3 M3ropolb U cpa3y okasaauch B nosie. COTHUKOB Bpa3 CCYTYJIWICS,
riry0>ke BTSHYJ B BOPOTHUK MaJICHBKYIO B THJIOTKE T'OJIOBY, HOPOBS Ha X0y OTBEPHYTHCS OT BETPA.
Pri0ak OTKyna-To M3-3a Ma3yxH BHITAILIMII 3aMYCOJIEHHOE, OyITO MOPTSIHKA, BaelbHOE TOJIOTEHIIE
U, CTPSAXHYB €r0, IOBEPHYJICS K HAllapHUKY.

— Ha, oOmoraii meto. Bee Temuieit Oyner.

— Jla nagHo...

— Ha, na! A 1o, risau, coBceM OKOUYpHILIbCS.

COTHUKOB HEXOTS OCTAaHOBWIICS, 3aXall MEXJy KOJIEHEH BHMHTOBKY M CKPIOYEHHBIMU,
HErHYIIMMMCS TAJIbLAMU KO€-KaK 3aKyTaJl IOJIOTEHIIEM LIEIO.

— Hy Bo! — ynoBnerBopeHHo ckazan Peibak. — A Teneps naBaii paneM B ['y3aku. Tyt mapa
KAJIOMETPOB, He Oouibiie. YTo-HUOYb paccTapaeMcs, He MOXKET OBITb...

naBa BTOpas

B mone Obuto eme XonoaHee, YeM B JieCy, HABCTpedy AyJl YNPYTui, HE CHIIbHBIA, HO
00KHTaroIe-MOPO3HbI BeTep, OT HEero A0 OONM 3aXOJUJIMCh OKOYEHEBIIWE 0e3 MepuaToK PYKH:
kak COTHMKOB HU IpsATaj UX TO B KapMaHbl, TO B pyKaBa, TO 3a Ma3yXy — Bce paBHO Mep3nu. Tyt
HEI0JIT0 OBIJI0 OOMOPO3UTH JIULO U 0COOEHHO yIH, KoTopsle COTHHKOB, MOpIIach OT OOJH, TO U
JIeTI0 Tep CYKOHHBIM PYKaBOM IIMHENH. 3a HOTH OH HE omacajcs: HOr'M B Xoab0e rpenucsk. [IpaBna,
Ha TMpaBOW OTHSUIUCH, IOTEPSB UYYBCTBUTEIBHOCTh, JIBa TIOMOPOXXEHHBIX Majblla, HO OHHU
OTHUMAJIUCh BCETJIa HA MOPO3€ M OOBIYHO HauMHANM 00JeTh B Temie. Ho Ha Xoyo/1e My4YHuTEeIbHO
HBIJIO BCE €ro 0OJbHOE MPOCTY)KEHHOE TEJ0, KOTOPOE CeroJHs BJI0OABOK KO BCEMY Hayalo ele
JTMXOPAJUTh.
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WM emie moBe3s10 — CHET B MoJjie ObUT IOCTATOYHO TBEP]] WIIM HE CIUIIKOM TITyOOK, OHU TMOYTH
BCIOZy [EpXKAIUCh IOBEPXY, JHUIIb MECTaMHM IPOBAIUBASICHL TO OJHOW, TO JPYrOM HOIOWH,
MpOJIaMbIBasi 3aTBEPICBIINI OT MOpO3a HACT. Teneph UK BIOIL TPUBKHU OyphsiHA 10 CKIIOHY BHU3.
B mosie Ob1I0O HEMHOTO CBeTiiee, YeM B JIECYy, CEpbId MpPU3PAuHBIi CyMpPaK BOKPYI pa3IBUHYICS
Mpe, BHU3Y HAa CHETY MENbTEHIMIN OT BeTpa cyxue crebmu OyphbsHa. CIycTs 4eTBepTh 4daca
BIIEPEIN 3aTEMHEICS KAaKOW-TO KYCTapHHUK — CITyTaHHBIE 3apOCIU JIO3HSKA WM OJIbIIAHWKA HaJ
PEYKOIA, ¥ OHU HE CIIeIa MO K TUM 3aPOCIISIM.

CoTHUKOB 4YyBCTBOBAJl ce0sl BCE XYK€: KPYXKHWJIACh TOJOBa, BPEMEHAMU B CO3HAHUHM YTO-TO
Kak OyATO MPOBAIMBATIOCH, UCYE3ATI0 M3 MAMSITH, U TOTJa HA KOPOTKOE BpPEeMsl OH Jaxke 3a0bIBal,
r7ic HaXOJWUTCS M KTO ¢ HUM. HaBepHO, B caMoM Jeiie Hamo ObLIO BOPOTUTHCS WM BOBCE HE
TPOTaThCsl U3 Jieca B TAKOM COCTOSIHMM, HO OH MPOCTO HE JOMYCKaJl MBICIIH, YTO MOKET BCEPhE3
3a001eTh. He xBarano eire 0oJieTs Ha BoiHe. HUKTO M3 HUX HE 00J€ TaK, YTOOBI 0CBOOOXKIAIN OT
3aJlaHu}, Ja elle TaKuX IMyCTAKOBBIX, KaK 3T0. Kanuisimu, mpocTyKHBaJIUCh MHOTHE, HO MPOCTYy/Ia
HE cuMTanach B Jiecy OonesHpro. M korma Tam, y KocTpa Ha 00J0Te, KOMAaHIUDP BBI3BAJI €ro IO
damunnn, COTHMKOB HE MoAyMmal O OoJe3HHW. A y3HaB, YTO MPEICTOUT CXOAWUTH B CEIO 3a
MPOIYKTaMH, JTaxke 00paJoBaliCs, MOTOMY YTO BCE 3TH JHHU OBLI TOJIOACH, K TOMY )K€ MpHUBJICKaIa
BO3MOHOCTh KaKOH-HHOY/Ib Yac MOTPEThCS B JOMAIIIHEM TeILIe.

U BoT morpencs.

B necy Bce-Taku ObLIO Jerde, a TyT, Ha BETPY, OH TIOYYBCTBOBAJ ce€0sl COBCEM IIJIIOXO M JaXKe
UCITYTaJICS, YTO MOKET yIMAaCTh: TaK KPYXKUJIACh TOJIOBA, U OT CI1a00OCTH BEJIO U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.

— Hy, xak 1b1?

OctanoBuBIIMCh, Pb10aK oOepHyINCs, MOJOXKAAN, M OT ITOT0 €ro MpOCTOro BOIpOca, Ha
KOTOpBI He 00s3aTenbHO ObUIO OTBeuaTh, Y COTHHKOBA MOTEIUIENIO B Jyiie. boiblie BCEro oH
00sJICS U3 HAMlapHHUKA MPEBPATUTHCS B 00y3y, XOTS M 3HAN, YTO, €CIIH CIyYUTCS] HAMXYIIIee, BBIXO]T
s cebs HalaeTr cam, HUKOro He oOpemensisa. Jlaxe u Pribaka, Ha KOTOpOTO Kak OyATO MOXKHO
ObLTO MONOXUTHCS. [loce HemaBHEro mepexo/a Mocce, KOrjaa UM JBOUM BBITIATO MPUKPBITH OTXOJ
OCTAaTKOB pa30UTOro OTpsga, OHU Kak-TO CONM3WINCH MEXIy co00i M BCe TMOCHeIHUE IHU
nepskanuck BMecte. HaBepHo, moTOMY BMECTE MOMAIK M Ha 3TO 3aJlaHUE.

— Bor nommny mportomaem, a tam 3a OyrpoM u nepeBHs. Henmaneko yxke, — momdaapuBa
Pr16ak, 3amennsist mar, 4ToObI UATH PSIOM.

COTHUKOB JIOTHAJ €T0, U OHU BMECTE IMOILIN MO CKJIOHY. CHEr TyT cTall riay0ke, yeM ObLT Ha
MPUTOPKE, HOTU YaIlle MPOJaMBIBAIM TOHKOBATBHIA HACT; MECSAIl Tereph OJeCTeN 3a MX CIIHHAMH.
Berep CHIBHBIMH TIOpBIBAMHU PAa3l0JbHO TYIsUI B CHEXHOM II0JIe, KOPOTKHE TIOJbl IIUHEIH
XJIeCTaNu 1o 03s01mM koJsieHssM CoTHHKOBA. Pe10ak BAPyr 0OepHYIICS K TOBAPHIILLY:

— Bce cipocuth xo4y: B apMuu Tl keM O0b11? HaBepHO, HE pSIOBBIM, a?

— KombaTom.

— B nexote?

— B aprumnepun.

— Hy torpa sicHoe nieno: mano xoaui. A s BOT B IIEXOTE BCIO JOPOT'Y TOTMAIO.

— W nanexo npotonan? — cinpocun COTHUKOB, BCTIOMUHAsI CBOM ITyTh HA BOCTOK.

Ho Pr16ak 3T0 MOHsI MHAYE.

— Jla BoT kak BuauIb. OT CTapIIMHBI 10 PAIOBOrO JOLIEN. A Thl KaJpOBbIil?

— He coBcem. [lo Tpuamarh neBATOrO B MIKOJE paboTal.

— YTO, MHCTUTYT OKOHYMJI?

— Yuurenbckuil. JIByXroIuyHbIiM.

— A 1, 3Haelb, IATh KIIaccoB Bcero... U To...

Pr1bak HE MOTOBOpMII — BAPYT MPOBATHIICS 0OEMMHU HOTaMH, HEIPOMKO BBIPYTalics U B3sUI
HECKOJIBKO B CTOpOHY. TyT yke HauMHaiCs KyCTapHUK, 3apOCIH JIO3bI, KaMbIIlla, CHET CTall PhIXjee
Y TOYTH HE JIEpKal HaBepXYy; MMOJ HOraMu, KaxeTcs, Obuto 60710T0. COTHUKOB B HEPEUIUTEILHOCTH
OCTAHOBUJICS, BRIOMpAsi, Ky/la CTYITUTh.

— 3a MHOI, 3a MHOU mepxu. o ciemam, Tak nerue, — u3ganu ckaszan PeiOak, HampaBisisCh B
KYCTapHUK.



OHM m0MT0 MPOOHPAIUCH MO IIHUPOKON MOWMEHHOH JIOIIMHE, TMOKa BBUIE3NM U3 3apociei
MEp3JIOr0 TPOCTHUKA, OTYASHHO ILIEJIECTEBIIET0 BOKPYT, IIEPELUIA 3aChIIIaHHYI0O CHETOM PEUYIIKY U
CHOBa TMOLUIM JIyrOM, pas3rpedas HOTaMu pBIXJIBbIHA, TIyOokuid cHer. COTHHKOB COBEPILIEHHO
M3HEMOT, TSDKEJIO JBIIIall M ejBa JIOXKIAJCs, KOTrla KOHUUTCS 3Ta OOJOTUCTas HU3MHA U HAuHETCS
nose. HakoHer KycTapHUK OCTasICs MO3a4u, IIepe] HUMHU IIOJIOr0 IOJHUMAJICS CKJIOH, CHEra 3/eCh
crano MeHbIe. Ho uaru BBepx okaszanock He jerye. COTHUKOBA Bce OOJIbIIIE 0/10JIeBaNIa yCTAIOCTbh,
MOSIBUJIOCH KaKOe-TO CTpaHHOe Oe3pas3inine Ko BCeMy Ha cBeTe. B ymax Tsaryue, co 3B0HOM TyIEI0
— OT BeTpa WM, MOXKET, OT YCTAJIOCTH, U OH OTPOMHBIM YCHJIMEM BOJIU MPUHYKJal ceOsi IBUTaThCs,
9YTOOBI HE yNacTh.

Ha cepenuHe UIMHHOTO CKJIOHA CTAIO0 U BOBCE ILIOXO: IOJKAIIMBAIMCH HOIM. XOPOILIO €Ile,
YTO CHEry TYT OBUIO Majio, a MECTaMH €ro M BOBCE MOCAYBAJIO BETPOM, M TOTJa MoJ OypKaMu
NPOCTYNaNN MbUIbHBIE TJIMHUCTBIC IUICHIMHBL. PhIOak BBIpBajics JajeKko BIEpel — HaBEpHO,
cTapajicsi IOCTUYb BEPLIMHBI XOJMa, 4YTOOBI OIJIANETHCS, — KAXKETCs, YK€ CKOpO JOJDKHA ObuLia
nosiBUThCs AepeBHA. Ho emie He noiinsg 10 BepIMHBL, OH ocTaHOBWICA. COTHUKOBY IOKAa3ajJoCh
M3Jali, YTO OH TaM YTO-TO YBHJEN, MO OTCI0Ja €My IJIOXO OBLIO BHAHO, YTO MMEHHO. CHEroBoi
XOJIM TIOJIOTO TMOJHUMAJCS K 3BE3JHOMY HEOy M TIIEe-TO PacTBOPSUICS TaM, McCYe3as B TYCKIOM
Mapese Houu. [lo3anu ke MHUPOKO U MPOCTOPHO PACKUHYJIACH CEepasi, IPUTYMAaHECHHAs] PaBHUHA C
NPEPBHIBUCTON TOJIOCONH KYyCTapHHUKA, CIa0bIMH OYEpPTaHHUAMHU KaKUX-TO IISITEH, PacIlIbIBYAThIX
TEHEH, a ellle Jajbllie, MOYTH HE NMPOCMaTpHUBAsICh OTCIOAA, 3aTAaWICAd B TEMEHU MOKUHYTHIH MU
nec. OH ObUT AaneKo, TOT JieC, a BOKPYT CTBUIO HA MOPO3€ HOYHOE MOJIE — €CJIM YTO CIYYUTCH,
IIOMOIIIY KJ1aTh HEOTKY/1a.

PriOak Bce elmie CTOsUI, OTBEPHYBILUCH OT BeTpa, Koraa COTHMKOB KOE-KaK MPUBOJIOKCS K
Hemy. OH yXe He NPUAEPKUBAICA €ro cliea — CTynayl KyAa IOomajo, JUIIb Obl He ymacTe. U,
MOJION 151, HEOXKUIAHHO YBUJEI: TIOJI HOTaMu ObLIa 10pora.

OHM HHMYETO HE CKa3alu ApYr IPYry, BCIYIIAIUCH, BIISAECIUCh U MEAJIEHHO NOIIIN BBEPX —
OJIMH IO IPABOM, a IPYyrou Io JIEBOH KojesM Joporu. Jlopora, HaBepHO, Bejla B IEPEBHIO — 3HAYUT,
MOXET, €lle YAAcTCs IOWTHU TyJa, HE CBAIUTbCA B IIyTH. BOKpyr mpocTupaics Bce TOT XKe
[IPU3PAYHBI HOYHOU IIPOCTOP — CEPOE IMOJIE, CHET, CYMPAK CO MHOKECTBOM HEYJIOBHUMBIX TEHEBBIX
nepexoaoB, nareH. M Hurae He ObUIO BUAHO HM OTOHBKA, HU JBM)KEHUS — CMOJIKJIA, 3aTHXJA,
IIPUTAUIIACH 3EMIISL.

— Croit!

COTHHMKOB HIarHy1 ¥ 3aMep, KOPOTKO CKPUITHYJI W 3aTUX MOA ero Oypkamu cHer. Psyom
HETOBIKHO 3acThul Prib6ak. OTKyna-To ¢ TOM CTOPOHBI, Ky/la YXOJAWJIa IOpora, HeBHATHO JOHECCs
rojoc, OOpBIBOK KaKOro-TO OKPHMKa BBIPBAJICS B MOpPO3HYIO HOUYb M Tpomaid. OHM TPEBOKHO
BIUIAJICNIUCh B HOUb — HEJAJIEKO BIIEPENH, B JOKOMHKE, MOX0XKE, ObliIa JepeBHS: HEPOBHAS I0JIOCA
Yero-To IPOMO3JIKOTO MSTKO cepena B cyMmpake. Ho HHMYEro ompeneneHHOro TaM Helb3si ObLIO
pa3o0parts.

3amMepeB Ha Jjopore, 00a BCMaTpUBAIIUCh, HE OylyYd B COCTOSIHUU TOHSATH, JEHCTBUTEIBHO JTN
3TO OBLI KPHK WJIM, MOKET, UM TOKa3ajJock. BOKpyr ¢ mpucBUCTOM Irypiuan B OypbsiHEe BeTep U
JeXxana HeMas MOpO3Has Houb. M BOPYr CHOBa, ropas3zio yKe sIBCTBEHHEH, YeM IPEXAE, JTOHECCs
YeJI0BEYECKUI KPUK — KOMaHJa MJIM, MOXET, PyrareiabCTBO, & 3aT€M, pa30M YHUYTOXas BCE UX
COMHEHHMSI, BIau 0a0axHyI U 3XOM MPOKATHIICS T10 TOJIIO0 BBICTPEI.

Pri0ak, 4TO-TO MOHSB, C 00ONer4yeHueM BbIOXHY, a COTHUKOB, HABEPHO, OTTOTO, YTO JIOJTO
CEP>KMBAJI JbIXaHHE, BAPYT 3aKaIUISAJICS.

MHUHYTY ero HEOTBS3HO OWJI Kallellb, KaK OH HU CTapaJiCsl yHATh €ro, BCe MPUCITYIINBASACH, HE
JIOHECYTCsl 1 HOBBIE 3BYKHU. [IpaBna, u 6e3 Toro yxe ObUIO MOHSTHO, Y€l 3TO BBICTPEN: KTO K€
elle, KpOMe HEMIIEB MJIM UX IIPUCIYKHUKOB, MOT B TaKylO IOPY CTPEJATH B A€peBHE? 3HAUUT, U B
TOM HaIpaBJICHUHU MYTh UM 3aKPBIT, HAJI0 TIOBOPAYNBATH OOPATHO.

Brictpenos, oaHako, Oonblie He ObUIO, pa3a JBa BETep JOHEC YTO-TO TMOX0XKee Ha rojoc —
pasroBOp WM OKPHK, HE pa3oOpaTh. Berkaas, Pbibak ckBO3b 3yOBl 3710 CIUTIOHYJI HA CHET.

— Hlypyrot, cBonoun! [{ns Benukoit I'epmanun.

OHH elie MOCTOSIINM HEIOJITO, PUCITYIIHBAsICh K BETPEHON THIIH, 00€CIIOKOEHHBIE BOIIPOCOM:
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4YTO JeNnaTh Janblie, Kyaa mnojaatscsi? byaro eme Ha 4To-TO Hajesch, Ppibak mpojosmkan
BIUIAJIBIBATECS B Ty CTOPOHY, TIe BO Mpake ucye3ayna aopora; COTHHUKOB K€, OTBEpHYBIIHCH OT
BETpPa, HAUMHAJ MEJIKO, IPOCTYIHO JPOKATh.

— 3HauMT, TyZla HEYEro U COBaThCH, — peumn Ppidak, 03a7adeHHO NEepeMHHAsACh Ha
cKkpumydeMm cHery. — Moser, naBail JoxxOuHKoU mpoiinem? Tyt rae-To, MOMHUTCS, €IIe JO0JDKHA
OBITH JIepeBYIIIKA.

— JlaBaii, — ogHOCNOXHO cornacuiicss COTHUKOB U 310K0 MepeiepHyI MIeyamH.

Emy Obuto Bce paBHO Ky[a WATH, JHIIb Obl HE CTOSTh HAa 3TOM IPOHMU3BIBAIOIIEM BETPY.
UyBcTBa €ro ApPEeMOTHO TYIENH, MO-TIPSKHEMY KpyKuiach rojoBa. Bce ero ycunmus temepb
YXOJWJIM TOJIBKO Ha TO, YTOObI HE CIOTKHYTbCS, HE yNacTb, MOO TOTJa OH, HaBEpHOE, yXe He
MMOTHSICS OB

OHM CBEpHYNIM C JOPOTH M 1O CHEXKHOW LIEIMHE HANPaBWINCh TYAQ, TJle MIMPOKUM IMSTHOM
TEMHENl KakoW-To KycTapHMK. CHEr Ha CKJIOHE CHadajga ObUI MEJKUH, MO IIUKOJIOTKY, HO
MOCTENIEHHO CTaHOBWJICSA Bce IIyO)ke, 0cOOCHHO B HU3MHKE. K cuacTbio, HM3MHKa OKa3ajach
HEIIUPOKOI, OHU CKOPO MEPEILIN €€ U MOBEPHYIH BJIOJIb 3apOCiieil MeIKoechs, OIU3KO0, OJHAKO,
He 1ox0/11 K HUM. COTHUKOB IJIOXO OPUEHTUPOBAJICS HA 3TOM MECTHOCTH M BO BCEM I10JIarajcs Ha
Pri6aka, KOoTOphIi 007231 3/ICITHIE MECTa €Ie OCEHBIO, 0 YePHOU TpoIie, KOTIa MX HeOOJIbIION
OTpsi/I TOJIBKO erle codupan cuibl Ha ['openom Gonore. HauaB ¢ HeOOIBIION qUBEpCHH HA JOPOTE,
STOT OTPsA 3aTeM Iepelen K JiejlaM MOBaXXHee — B30pBaJl MOCT Ha VICIsHKE, CHKEr JIbHO3aBOJ B
MECTE€UYKEe, HO Iociie YOMHCTBa KaKOro-TO KpPYIHOTO HEMEIKOTO YHWHOBHHMKA OKKYIMAHTHI
BCIIOJIOIIIIIMCH. B KOHIIE HOSIOPS TpU POTHI JKaHAApPMOB, oulenuB ['opernoe 601010, Havanu 00aBy,
13 KOTOPOM OHHU €1Ba BBIPBAJIUCH TOrJa B COCEIHUN bopKoBCKHii ec.

COTHHKOB, OJTHAKO, B TO BpeMsl ObUI JaJIeKo OTCIO/IAa M €/1Ba JIM MOMBIILISLT 0 apTu3aHax. OH
Jenal TPEeThbI0 TOMBITKY MPOOHUTHCSA uepe3 JIMHUIO (POHTAa M HE JOMYCKal MBICIH, YTO MOXET
oKa3aThbcsd BHE apMuH. J[BeHaauaTh cyrok mpoOupanack u3-moj ClloHHMa Ha BOCTOK HEOOJbINast
rpynmna apTHUIEPUCTOB — TeX, KTO YIelel M3 BCEro KOTJa-TO MOIIHOTO KOPITyCHOTO
apTwiiepuiickoro nosika. Ho Ha bepe3nne Bo Bpems mepenpaBbl MOYTH BCsl OHA ObliIa paccTpelisiHa
U3 3acajbl, a KTO yIeJel WIA He TOIIeN KO JHY, OUYTHJICS B IUIEHY y HemIleB. B uucne stux
MOCIIEIHUX, HAa CYACThe UK Oeny, oka3aycs 1 COTHUKOB.

Jla, 5T0 ObUIM OTIHMYHBIE PEOsTA, €ro apTHIUIEPUCTHI, PA3BEIYMKH, OTHEBUKU M CBSI3UCTBHI.
Kpyrielii rox oH mojydan ¢ HUMH TOJBKO MATEPKH M OJIarOAapHOCTH OT HAdalbCTBA 3a OOEBYIO
MOJATOTOBKY, MAaCTEPCTBO M METKYIO CTPeibOy Ha IMOJIKOBBIX, aPMEMCKHX M IMOKA3HBIX YUEHUSX.
Jlymanoch, paszpasutcs BOWHA, M UM OyayT oOecriedeHbl Onectsmias moOena, opJeHa, ra3eTHas
cllaBa U BCE Ipouee, K YeMy OHU OBUIM BIOJHE MOATOTOBJIECHBI M Yero, 0€3yCIOBHO, 3aCITyKUBAIIH.
ITo kpaiineii mepe, OOJIbILIE APYTUX.

Ho na BoiiHe Bce momyumnock uHade. CIydymsioch Tak, YTO B paclopsiKeHHUU OaTapeu
OCTaJIOCh HECKOJBKO CYMTAHHBIX CEKYHJ, W HauOOJBIIMH pe3yiabTaT Jdalnd Te, KTO CKopee
COPHEHTUPOBAJICS, IPOBOPHEE YCMEN 3apsSAUTh, KTO MPOCTO OKa3ajics JIOBUYEE U HE pacTepsuics B
MOMEHT, KOT/Ia Y HETO CaMOT0 33JpOKaJIU PYKH.

PriOak yBepeHHO ImIarang BHEpead BIOJIb OMYIIKH Jiecka. COTHHKOB OISTH HMPUOTCTAI, €ro
CYKOHHBIE PacTONTaHHbIE OYPKH, HEJAaBHO JOCTABIIMECS €My OT YOUTOro mapTHU3aHa M3 MECTHBIX,
POBHO IIOPXAJH MO CHEXXHOW 3aMATH. VX MyTh Jiexan BHU3, BETEp 3aX0UI COOKY, MECSI] TYCKIIO U
poBHO Onecten ¢ HeOockioHa. Tlo-TipesxkxHeMy OBIJIO MOPO3HO U BETPEHO, OT CTykU y COTHHUKOBA
BCE CXKaJloCch, OJEpPEBEHENO0 BHYTpH. Kazamoch, HMKOrAa B KH3HH OH HE HCIBITBIBAJl TaKOTO
co0aubero XoJoJa; Kak B 3Ty (heBpalbCKyl0 HOYb. OT yCTAJIOCTH W OJHOOOPA3HOTO IIypIIAHUS
BeTpa B OypbsiHE TOJIOBA €ro IMOJHWIACH TYJIOM W IyTaHWIIEH HEBHATHBIX (pa3, pa3roBopos. B
TYCKJIOM CyMSTHLIE MBICJIEH ITOPOU SBCTBEHHO IPOTJISAABIBAIIO YTO-TO U3 €r0 MPOLILIOTO...

Hauxymmee u3 Bcero cocrosmo uist COTHMKOBa B TOM, YTO 3TO OBLI €ro HEpBbIM M €ro
MOCJIeTHUI (POHTOBOK 00i, K KOTOPOMY KOMOAT TOTOBWJICS B TE€UCHHME BCEH CBOEU CIykKObI B
apmuu. K coxxaneHuro, 3TOT 3J10CHacTHBIN OOH ellie pa3 3aCBUIETEIbCTBOBAN TOT HEMPEJIOKHBIH, HO
HEPEIKO UTHOPUPYEMBIH (DaKT, YTO B YCBOSGHHUH OMbBITAa MPEAbIAYIIEH BOWHBI HE TOJBKO CHIIA, HO,
HaBepHOe, W CiabocTh apMuu. HaBepHO, XapakTep KaXJOH CIEAyIOIIeH BOWHBI claraercs He
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CTOJIBKO W3 THUIMYECKUX 3aKOHOMEPHOCTEH Mpenplayliel, CKOJbKO W3 HE3aMEUEHHbBIX WIH
UTHOPHUPOBAHHBIX €€ MCKIIOYEHUH U HEOXKHJIAHHOCTEH, YTO U (POPMUPYET KaK ee MoOe/Ibl, Tak U ee
nopaxenus. JKamb, yto COTHHMKOB MOHSJI 3TO CIHUIIKOM Ui ceOs IMO3HO, KOTAAa YPOKH €ro
KOpPOTKOH (DPOHTOBOM HayKu ObUIM ISl HErOo YKe OecCHoJie3HbI, a BCs ero OaTapeiiHas MOIIb
IpeBpaTUiIach B Ipy/y MOKOPEKEHHOTO MeTajlia Ha OyIbDKHOM miocce o1 CIoHUMOM.

Bce 310 mpeacTaBisuiocs Teneph Kak CTPALIHBIN, KOIIMAPHBIA COH, U, XOTS U IIOTOM Ha €ro
JIOJTI0 BBINAJIO HEMAaJo YyJOBHUIIHBIX UCIBITAHUHN, TOT MEPBBIA 00N HUKOI/A HE M3TJIAJUTCS B €ro
MaMSTH.

...HeTBepThIil JE€Hb rpoxouylias KOJOHHA IOJIKAa Tal[WIACh IO JIECHBIM M IPOCEIIOYHBIM
JoporaM Ha 3amaj, IIOTOM CBEpPHyJa Ha 10 I, HO HE Mpoexaja M AECATKa KUIOMETPOB, KaK €e
IIOBEPHYJIN Ha ceBep. TpakTopa CBOMM HEYMOJIUHBIM PEBOM OTJIyIIAINd OKPECTHOCTh, OT IIEPErpeBa
KHUIIeNIa BOJIa B PauaTopax, MoT U MbUIb pa3benany Juia 0oiiros. C paHHEro yTpa 0 TEMHOTHI HaJl
HUMH BHCEJIa HEMELKas aBUAIlHsl, IOHKEPChD» HEMPEPhIBHO OCHINAIU KOJIOHHY OomOamu. Bce Ha
nopore ObLIO 3aBajieHO MECKOM M 3eMJICH, CMpaJHO TOpeNd TATayH, yleieBIIne 0e30CTaHOBOYHO
o0be3kaaM MX: KOJIOHHA HE MpeKpalana IBMKEHUs. BoHlbl co cTaHMH Oecropsao4YHO HallIn
BBEPX U3 BUHTOBOK, HO TOJIB3bI OT TaKO# MX CTpenbObl Ob1I0 Mano. OHU Jake HE MOTJIM 3aCTaBUTh
CaMOJIEThI IIOIHATHCS BBIILIE, M T€ HOCWINCH HaJl JOPOTOM, €/1Ba HE 3aJ1eBasi BEPXYILLIKH [10CAI0K.

COTHMKOB CHJIeN Ha TOJIOBHOM B 0aTapee TpakTope M Kak n30aBJIeHHUs, KaK CaMOro OOJIBIIOrO
CUACThsI JKAXKJIAJI KOMaH/Ibl CheXaTh C 3TOW MPOKIATON JOPOTH M Pa3BEpHYTHCSA. YK OH OBl TOTna
BCTpeTus1 HeMIeB. OH Obl OOpYIIMII Ha UX TOJIOBBI TAaKOE, YTO UM U He cHIIIOCh. Ho He OblIo naxke
KOMaH/bl OCTAHOBUTBCS, MOJK BCE JBUTANCS M JBMrajics, M KaXKIble JBa 4Yaca HaJ HUM
pasrpyKajiuch OOHATNEBIINE KIOHKEPChDY U «XCWHKENN», Mepe] KOTOPhIMU BCS 3Ta OTHEBAsk MOIIb
Obu1a 6€33aIUTHOH.

Tax HacTynuiIa MOCIETHSS HOUb UX OYXIaHU 110 3a1aIHO-0eTIOPYCCKUM JIOpOTraMm.

[Tonk OBLT yXKe JaneKko HE TOT, YTO BHAuajie: HECKOJIBKO pacueToB MOTMOII0, B ero Oarapee
MOYTH MPSIMBIM MOTalaHueM 00MOBI pa3BOPOTUIIO Ha Jopore opynue. [IpaBna, Tpu ele ocTaBainch
UCIPAaBHBIMU, pa3Be€ YTO CO BMSITHMHAMHU Ha IIUTaX, C MH30JPAaHHON TyCMaTHKON Kojec H
MHO>KECTBOM OCKOJIOUHBIX IIPAMOB Ha CTBOJAX M CTAaHMHAX. Y BTOPOTO OPYAUS MOTEK MPOOHTHIH
HakaTHUK. YeTBephIx moruOmumx OaTapeiIsl Be3Nd, B MPUIETe HA CHAPSIHBIX SIIUKAX, CEMEPHIX
pPaHEHBIX OTHPABWIM B ThUL. Brpouem, 370 ObUIM elle HE camble OONbIINE MOTEPH — APYIHM
OatapesM Joctanoch Xyxke. [lonkoBas KOJOHHA COKpaTHiach €/1Ba HE HAIOJOBHMHY, HECKOJIBKO
OpYAMI OCTaJIOCh Ha JOPOTe: MOBPEXACHHBIE TPAKTOPA HE MOTJIM UX TSHYTb, a 3allacHBIX HE OBLIO.
Tenmeppr MmOYTH BCIO HOYH JBHWTAIMCh HAa BOCTOK, W B A3TOM Obul mmioxoi mpusHak: [THIII,
3aKypUBLIMI M3 €ro Mavykd, HAMEKHYJ Ha OKPY)KEHHE, OHO U B CaMOM Jjejie ObLIO MOXO0Xe Ha TO.
boiliiel HE cnanu Bce YETBEPO CYTOK, HEKOTOPBIE, CHAS HAa CTaHMHAX, HEMHOT'O B3JAPEMHYIH I0J
yTpO — HOYBb OblJIa CaMOM CHOKOIHOIM MOpOH, eciu Obl HE Ta HEONPEAEICHHOCTh B 0OCTaHOBKE,
YEpHOU IIIaXOM HaBHcIIAsg Haj IojikoM. llepen paccBeTom chaenaid KOPOTKYHO OCTAaHOBKY B
KaKoOH-TO JepeBHE, HABCTpEUy ILIM IMEXOTHHIIbI; HEBJAJeKe, BUJHO OBbLIO B HOYHM, 3aKKEHHOE
aBHalMed, YTO-TO TOPENI0 SIPKUM, Ha IMoJiHeOa, TJIAaMEHeM — TOBOPHWIIM, cTaHius. Hukro M He
OOBSCHUII HAYETO, BUTHO, KOMaHIUPHI 3HAIH HE OOJbIe OOUIOB, HO JIOJSIM KaK-TO caMO cOOOM
nepeaanoch, 4To COBCeM ONM3KO HeMIbl. Bekope xkomanaup monka Maiiop IlapaxHeBry HOBEpHYI
KOJIOHHY Ha OOKOBYI0, oOcaxeHHyI0 BepOamu nopory. [loexamn kyna-to Ha tor. Houbio ObLIO
CTIOKOITHee 0e3 aBHaluy, 3aTO OHU OBUIN CIIETBI U IITyXHU: 32 PEBOM TPAKTOPOB HUYETO HEBO3MOXKHO
ObUIO yCNBINIATh, @ B JIETHEH HOYHOM TEeMHOTEe HE MHOro yBuauuib. Ilepen cambIM paccBeTOM
COTHMKOB HE BBIZEP)KaJ U TOJBKO 3a/ipeMall Ha CHJICHbE, Kak TPOMOBOI B3pbIB Ha 000YMHE BBIPBAJI
ero u3 cHa. Kombara oOpmano 3emield U ropsiueii BOJHOW B3pBIBA, OH TYT € BCKOYHII:
«KomMcoMouten» cuipHO Oocell Ha MpaBylo ryceHuiy. M Tyt Hayanocs...

Kak pa3 cBerano, 3a BepbaMu SIpKO CHHEN Kpail Heba M cepesio OBCSHOE IMOJIe, a OTKYIa-TO
CIIEpEeH, OT IOJIOBBI KOJIOHHBI, MX Ha4yainu paccrpennBarh TaHku. He ycnen COTHUKOB COCKOYHTH C
TpPaKTOpa, KaK pSJIOM 3amlbUlajl TsArad TpeTheil OaTapew, MpoBalwiack B BOPOHKY rayOuia.
OrnymeHHbli OMM3KUMHU yaapamMH B3pBIBOB, OH CKOMaHAOBaJI OaTapee pa3BepHYThCS BIIPABO U
BIIEBO, HO HE TaK MPOCTO OBLIO BBEIBEPHYTHCS C TPOMO3JAKHUMH OPYIUSMU HA Y3KOM gopore. Bropoii
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pacuer Opocuiicsi yepe3 KaHaBy B OBEC M TYT jK€ MOJYyYWJ JBa CHapsjga B TPaKToOp, rayouia
OIIPOKMHYJACh, 3aJpaB BBEPX KOJIECO. YTPO OCBETUIIOCH SPKUM IIJIAMEHEM TOpSAIIUX TPAKTOPOB,
ITOCAJKU 3aCTJIAJIO COJIIPOBBIM JILIMOM — TAHKH PAaCCTPEIMBAIIM IIOJIK HA JOPOTE.

OT1o OBUIO HauXy[IIee, YTO MOIJIO CIYYHTHCS, — OHHM IOTHOaiM, a BCI MX OTHEBas MOIIb
OCTaBajach IIOYTH HEUCIOJIb30BaHHOW. IIOHAB, 4TO MM OTBEACHO HECKOJBKO CKYIBIX CEKYHI,
COTHHKOB C pacyeToM Koe-KakK pa3BepHYJ IPsSMO Ha J0pOore MOCIEIHION YIENEBIIYI0 rayouny u,
HE YKpeIUIAs CTaHWH, €[1Ba YCIIEB COAPATh 4€XOJ CO CTBOJIA, BBICTPEIIMI TSDKEIBIM CHapsAOM.
CHauana Henb3s ObUIO M pa3ryIAfeTh, /i€ TE TAHKU: TOJOBHBIE B KOJOHHE MAIIMHBI TOPEIH,
yuesneBiine OOMIBI ¢ HUX OeXanu HazaJ, bIM U TOKOPEKEHHbIE TPAKTOpa BIEPEAM MeEIIau
npunenuThes. Ho moaIMUHYTHI ciiycTst MeXy BepOaMu OH BCe K€ YBUIET NEpPBbIil HEMEIKUI TaHK,
KOTOPBIA MEIJICHHO I0JI3 3a KaHABOM M, CBEPHYB OPYIAUMHBIN CTBOJI, IaxajJl U raxail BbICTpeIaMu
HANCKOCOK 1O KoJOHHE. COTHHKOB OTTONKHYJ HaBOAYMKA (Opyaue OBLIO yXe 3apsiKeHo),
JPO’KAIMMU PyKaMH KO€-KaK JIOBEPHYNI TOJICTCHHBIM TayOMUYHBIA CTBOJ M HAKOHEI| MOiMal 3To
€lle TYCKJIO€ B YTPEHHEH JbIMKE CTPAIIWINILE HA IEPEKPECTUE TTAHOPAMBI.

BeicTpen ero rpoxnyia noJ00HO yaapy rpoma, rayouiia CHIIbHO caia Ha3ajl, 00JIbHO yaapuiia
NaHOPaMoil B CKyIly; BHM3Y, M3-TI0/1 HE3aKPEIUICHHBIX COIIHUKOB, OpPBI3HYJIO HCKpaMH OT KaMHEH,
OJlHa CTaHMHA TIyOOKO Bpe3ajach COIIHMKOM B OpOBKY KaHaBbl, BTOpas OCTajlach Ha BECy Ha
nopore. CKBO3b IbLIb, IIOJHATYIO BBICTPEIOM, OH €LIE€ HE YCIIE] HUYETO PasrisiieTh, HO yCIbIIall,
KaK paJloCTHO 3aKpHyaj HABOTYMK, U MOHsUI, 4TO nomnaji. OH TyT K€ ONSATh NpUNal K IaHOpaMe —
e/lBa He 3aKpbIBasi CO00M Bce ee MoJjie 3peHus, 3a JOPOToi JBUraics BTOPOH TaHK, KOMOAT BIIEPHII
rayOW4HbII CTBOJ B €r0 cepoe JIOUIIe — Tak OJU3KO TOT Ka3aJcsl B ONTHKE — U KPUKHYI: «OroHb!»
3aMKOBBIM OTpearupoBall BOBPEMsI, BBICTPEN OISATh OINIYIIMJI €ro, HO B 3TOT pa3 OH YycCHel
YKJIOHUTBCA OT IIAHOPAMbl U 3a IBUIBIO IEPE] CTBOJIOM YBHJIEN, KaK TO, YTO 3a CEKyHAY [0
BbICTpesia ObUIO TAHKOM, XPACTHYIO, OYATO SIMUHAsi CKOPJIYIa, M OT MOIITHOTO BHYTPEHHETO B3phIBA
YacTSAMHU Pa3BAIWIOCH B CTOPOHBL. HenmoBopoTiuBasi, TspKenas, MpeaHasHaueHHas JUIsl CTPENIbObI U3
JaJIeKOT0 ThIJIa rayOuIla CBOMM MOIIHBIM CHApsIJIOM pa3Hecia TaHK BAPEeOe3r .

HeoxumanHo ux oXBaTHII a3apT 00eBOM ynauu. Yske He oOpalas BHUMaHHS Ha MOTEpH, Ha
yOUTBIX M pPAaHEHBIX, YTO, UCTEKass KPOBBIO, KOPYHMIUCh Ha TBUILHOM OyJIBDKHHKE, Ha OTOHb,
MOKUPABIIMM HMX TEXHUKY, M Ipaj Iyldb OTTYJa, U3 TAHKOB, HECKOJIBKO YIEIEBIIMX pPacyeToOB
BCTYIIWJIM B HEpaBHbIM 00N ¢ TaHkamMu. TeM BpeMeHeM paccBelo, yXKe CTajJo BUAATh, Kyna
enuThesa. HecKoIbKO 1okapoB JbIMHO IBLIAJIN 3@ JOPOrOM: HEMEKUE MALLIMHBI TOPEIIH.

COTHMKOB BBIITYCTWJI IIECTh TSKENBIX CHApSAAOB M pa3Hec BApeOe3ru eme aBa TaHka. Ho
KaKoe-TO TI0JICO3HATeIbHOE, OOOCTPEHHOE OMACHOCTHIO YYBCTBO IIOJICKA3al0 €My, 4YTO yJada
KOHYAeTCsl, 4TO CyAbOOM MM CIydyaeM OTIYILEHHBIE CEKYH/bI MCIOJb30BaHbl UM IOJHOCTBIO, YTO
CIICAYIOIINIA, BTOPOM MM TPETHH CHapsiA U3 TaHKa OyneT ero. Brepeau >kMBBIX, HAaBEPHOE, YK HE
OCTaJIOCh, MOCIEAHUM MPUTAIIWICA OTTyJa M ynay, o0JuBas KpOBBIO CTAHWHY, KOMaHIUP IOJIKA;
psoM B KaHaBe 0axaiu M3 KapaOMHOB HECKOJBKO OOWIIOB — METHJIM B TAHKOBBIE IIenu. Bosne
SIIMKOB YTKHYJICS TOJIOBOHM B 3eMiIto 3apspkaromuii Korotkos, c3aam HUKOro OoJjblie HE OBLIO.
Torna CoTHHKOB Ha YeTBEpEHbKAaX caM OpOCHIICS K CHapsSAHOMY SIIMKy. OIHAKO OH HE YCIen
JOTIOJI3TH O HEro, Kak C3aJu OlJIyLIAoIle I'POXHYJIO0, Tyras BOJIHA B3PbIBA pacIulacTajla €ro Ha
OyNBDKHUKE, W YEPHOE YAYIUIMBOE MOKPHIBAJIO HA HECKOJBKO JONTUX CEKYHJ 3aKphLJIO COOOM
J0pory. 3aI0XHYBIINCH OT 3€MJIM U IIbUIN, OH KPACIIKOM CO3HAHUS BCE )K€ IIOUYBCTBOBAJI, YTO JKUB,
U TyT K€ IOJ JIaBOM 3E€MJITHOM TPYXH, KOTOpas HU3PUHYJACh CBEPXY, pBaHylcs K opyauro. Ho
rayouma yxe HEMOIIHO CKOCOOOYMIIaCh Ha Kpal0 BOPOHKH, CTBOJI B3PHIBOM CBEPHYJIO B CTOPOHY,
CMpaJHO ropesia pe3uHa KoJieCHOro o6ona. M torma oH moHsu1, yTo 3T0 KOHen. OH IJIOXO ele
cooOpakai, caMm ylenel WIM HEeT, HO YyBCTBOBAJ, 4YTO OTJIOX: B3PBIBBI BOKPYT YIUIM 3a
HENIPOHULAEMYIO TOJICTYIO CTEHY, APYTHE 3BYKH BCE Pa3OM HCUE3JIH, B IOJIOBE CTOSII IPOTKHBIN
00J1e3HEHHBIN 3BOH. M3 HOCa TIOKa3anach KPOBb, OH TPSA3HO pa3Masal ee Io JIMILY U CIION3 C J0POTH
B KaHaBy. Hamportus, 3a BepOaMu, TSKENO IEpeBaIMBAasCh Ha T'yCEHHIIAX, IIeNl, HABEPHO, TOT
caMmblii, moxOMBIIMI ero TaHK. CBeXWil yTPeHHHH BETEp CTJIAad YEPHbIE KOCMBI JIbIMa OT
MBUIAIOLIETO TPAaKTOpa, XUPHO BOHSJIO COJSIPKOM M TPOTWJIOM OT B3pBIBOB, IBIMHO TJENa
TUMHAcTEepKa Ha IUIeY€e YK€ HEXXUBOTO KOMaHIMpa MoJIKa.
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[ToTpsiceHHBIN HEOXXUAAHHOCTHIO pasrpoMa, COTHHKOB MHUHYTY OCOJIOBEIO CMOTpEN Ha
MOJI3YLIME 33 JOPOTroil HEMEIKHe TaHKH, UX HOMepa M 4YepHO-Oenble, BBIOMTHIE MO TpadapeTy
KpecThl. VI TOrma KTO-TO JEpHYJA €ro 3a pyKaB, OH IOBEPHYJ TOJIOBY — DSJIOM IOSIBHJIOCH
3alaykaHHOE CakKell W KPOBBIO JIMIIO CTapIIMHBI Oaraped, KOTOPBIH 4YTO-TO KpHU4al eMmMy Hu
MOKa3bIBAJ PyKOH B THUI, KyJia 110 KaHaBe Oexkanu OOMIIBI.

OHM BCKOYMIM M CKBO3b BOHIOUHI JIbIM HaJ JOPOTO#l, MPUrHYBIIKCH, TAKKE MOOEkKaIN
Tyqa...

naBa TpeTbA

Pri0ak obomen MBICOK MENKOJIEChs M OCTaHOBWJICA. Briepenu, Ha CKJIOHE MPUTOpPKA, B €1Ba
CEpEeBILIEM IPOCTPAHCTBE HOYM, TEMHEIM KpallHME NOCTPOWKM JepeBHM. Kak oHa BbIIIIAzena
oTcioa, Pribak y)xe He MOMHIII: KOT/Ia-TO, B Ha4ajie OCEHH, OHU MPOXOIMIA CTOPOHOM MO JJOpore,
HO B JICPEBHIO HE 3ax0uid. Brpouem, ceifuac 310 ero Mano 3a00THIIO — BaKHEE ObLIO ONPEIeTUTh,
HET JIM TaM HEMLIEB WJIU TOJIMIAEeB, YTOObI HEHAPOKOM HE YTOAMTh B 3ala IHIO.

OH Henoiro MmocTosija BO3JIE KyCTapHHUKA, MPUCITYIIMBAsCh, HO HUYETO MOJO3PUTEIHLHOTO B
JepeBHE BpOJ€ HE ObUIO CIBIIIHO. JOHECIOCh HECKOJIBKO Pa3pO3HEHHBIX, MPUTIIYIIEHHBIX HOYbIO
3BYKOB, JICHHBO TMpOTsBKaja coOaka. Ilo-mpexHeMy ympyro M HacTOWYMBO 1yl BETEp, THUXO
IIOCBUCTBIBAsl PSIIOM B MEp3JbIX BETBSX, MaxXHYJIO AbIMOM — TJ€-TO, HAaBEPHO, TOIMWIH. Tem
BpeMeHeM c3aau nojaomies COTHUKOB M, OCTAHOBUBLINCH, TOKE BCMOTPEJICS B CYMEPKH.

— Hy uro?

— Bpoxe Tuxo, — Herpomko ckasain Pri6ak. — [lommm momaiy.

bruto 6b1 ynoOHee W KOpoue CBEpHYTh K KpailHel B 3TOH JepeBHE M30yIIKe, 4TO TEMHEJa
HEBJaJIeKe, 10 caMble OKHA YBA3HYB B cyrpoOe, — TaM HauumHayiach ynuna. Ho Bo3ie kpaiiHei
Bcerja OOJBIIMI PHCK HAOPOTHCS HA HEMPUATHOCTH: B KOHIIE YAHUIIBI OOBIYHO 3aKaHUYUBAIOT CBOM
MapIIpyT KapayJblIUKHA U NATPyJH, TaM K€ YCTpauBaeT 3acajbl noymuus. Y oH cBEpHYH 10 CHETY
B CTOpOHY. B10ap mpoBOJIOYHON B ABE HUTKHU Orpajbl OHM MEPEIUIN JIOIIMHKY, HAIpaBisasaCh K
HEAJIEKUM MOCTPOWKAM, TECHO CIPYIUBIIMMCS B KOHIIE OTOPOJIOB Ha OTHINOE. DTO OBUIO T'YMHO.
Tam ele MOCTOsUIM MUHYTY 33 PACTPECKABIIMMCS YIJIOM IIYHBKU I TOKA C IIPOJAPAHHON KPBILIEH,
npUcCTyIiainch, U Ppibak ¢ ornsakoil Beimen Ha npurymense. Orcioga ObUIO pyKOW MOJATh 10
HU3EHBKOM, CUPOTIMBO MOKOCHUBIIEHCS M30YIIKU NIPU OJTHOM capaifuuke, Ky/a Beja yTONTaHHAs B
CHery TpomnuHKa. Peifak chenan mo Heil ABa miara, HO TYT K€ COCTYNMJ B CHEr — Ha TPOIIKE
IIPOH3UTEIBHO 3aCKPUIIENO MOJ canoraMu. 3a HUM NpUHSAT B CTOpOHY COTHUKOB, U OHM IOLUIX
TakK, 10 00€ CTOPOHBI CTEKKHU, K H30€.

OHu ele HE NOCTUIIM capailiuMka, Kak J0 MX ciyXa SBCTBEHHO JOHECCS CTyK — BO ABOpE
KTO-TO pyOmJI IpoBa, pyOms1 Bpoje Obl ¢ HEOXOTOMW, BHOJCHIBL Phibak oOpamoBaiics: ecnu pyosar
JpOBa — 3HAYUT, B JIEPEBHE, HABEPHO, BCE TUXO, UykuX HeT. K ToMy e He Hajo CTy4aTb B OKHO,
MPOCUTHCS BIYCTUTH — 000 BCEM MOJKHO Oy/AeT paccrlpocuTh JpoBoceka. llpaBma, oH TyT xe
IIOAyMaJjl, YTO HEOCTOPOKHOCTBIO MOKHO CIIYTHYTh 4€JIOBEKA — 3aBUJIECB UY)KHX, 3alpercs, TOrma
moTnpoOyil ero BRITAIIUTH U3 U30bL. M OH Kak MOKHO THIIE OOOIIEN capaifurK, MepecTymui Yepes3
KOHIIbI OPOIIICHHBIX Ha CHETY JKep/ei U BBIIIET U3-3a yIiia.

B TeMHOBaTO-CEphIX CyMepKax JBOpa y Orpajsl KTO-TO BO3wicsd ¢ mojeHoM. OH He cpasy
MIOHSUL, YTO 3TO JKEHIIMHA, KOTOPasi, 3aCJIbIIIAB C3a[ I1aru, BAPYT UCIIyTaHHO BCKPUKHYJIA.

— Tuxo, mamara! — HerpomMko ckasain Prroak.

PactepsBiinch, oHa 3amepia mepel HUM — HU3CHbKas MOXHJIas TeTKa B rpyOoM, TOJICTO
MOBSI3aHHOM Ha T0JIOBE IJIATKE — M HE MOIJIa BBIMOJIBUTH CJOBa. PBIOAaK M3 MPEIOCTOPOKHOCTH
B3TJISIHYJT Ha BEIYIIYIO B CEHU JIBEPb, Ta ObLIA 3aKpbITa, OOJIBIIE BO ABOPE BPOJIe HUKOTO HE OBLIO.
Bnpouem, OH He OYeHb M OIacajiCs — OH YK€ 3Haj, 4TO B JTOHM JAepeBHE crokoiHo. [lomunawn,
MIO’KAJTyH, 3aCEJIM 3a CAMOTOH, a HEMIIbI BPSAJ JIU TYT HOSIBJISUTUCH.

— O, rocriogu 6oxe, u Hamyranach xxe! Oif, rocrnou. ..

— JlagHo, xBaTUT KpecTuthes. [lonunaes B 1epeBHE MHOTO?

— A Het nosimiaeB. bbut ouH, Tak B MecTeuko nepedpaics. A OoJiblIe HeT.
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— Tak, — PeiGak nporesncst o ABOPY, BBITIISHYI U3-3a yriia. — JlepeBHs Kak Ha3bIBaeTCs?

— JIacunel. JIgcuHBI 1epeBHs, — MI0JIHAs BHUMAHUS U €Ill€ HE MPOLIEAIIEro UCIyra, OTBeyaia
TETKa.

Ee tomop riy0oko cupen B CYKOBAaTOM €JIOBOM IOJIEHE, KOTOPOE OHA, OYE€BHUIHO, TIIETHO
IIBITAJIACh PACKOJIOTh MOTIOJIAM.

Pei0ak y)ke NPUKHUHYJ, YTO HEIUIOXO OBl TYT M OTOBAPUTHCS: MOJAXOMI-BBIXOJ XOPOIIHWi, Ha
IIyTH F'YMHO, JIECOK — €CJIA YTO, BCE 3TO MPUKPOET UX OT UYXKOTO Iia3za.

— Kro eme noma?

— Tak onHa x 51, — OyATO YAMBHUBIIKUCH MX HEOCBEIOMIIEHHOCTH, OTBETHIIA KECHIIIMHA.

— U Gonpire HUKOTO?

— Hukoro. OpgHa BOT XHBY, — BApYr IOXaloBalachb OHA, BCE HE CBOJS C HErO
BBDKMJIATEILHO-TPEBO’KHOTO  B3IJIS1a, HABEPHO cTapajach yrajaTb TalHYIO LElb HUX HOYHOIO
BU3UTA.

Pri0aka, 0JTHaKO, MaJIO TPOHYJ 3TOT €€ KAIOCTIUBO-TIOKOPHBIM TOH, EMY YK€ ObLIH 3HAKOMBI
STH HAWBHBIC MOBAJKH JIEPEBEHCKHX TETOK, pa3kKajJoOUTh ero Obuio TpyaHo. Temepb oH m3ywal
00CTaHOBKY Ha JBOpE — YBUJET PAacKpBITbe BOPOTA B capail M 3aryisHya B €ro TIIyXOH, MOJIHBIN
HABO3HOTO 3aIlaxa Mpakx.

—Yro, mycTo?

— ITycTo, — ymaBmuM rojocoM MOATBEPIMIIA KEHITUHA, HE OTXO0JI OT Tomopa. — 3abpaiu Bce
4HCTO.

— K0 3a6pan?

— Hy, u3BectHo kto. Kak y kpacHoapmelickoit Matepu. UTo0 UM 1MoaaBUThCs, Hpoaam!

Tyt PpiGak ¢ MUMOJETHBIM COYYBCTBHEM B3IJISIHYJ Ha KCHIIMHY — €CJIM Ta Meperuia Ha
MPOKJIATHS, 3HAUUT HE BPET, MOKHO BepHUTh. 1 OH mpo ceOs HeJOBOILHO YMBIXHYJ, MOHSB, YTO U
3/1eCh, HaBEpHO, HUYETO HE BBIIJET, — HE 10 HUTKHU ke oOuparh ee, U 0e3 Toro oO6oOpaHHYIO
Hemuamu. I[lpunercs uckarp Janplie.

COTHHKOB, CCYTYJISICh, YHBUIO OXH/AJ MOJI CTEHOM, M PbI0ak marHyi K xKeHIuHe.

— Yo, He packoems?

Terka norananack, YTO OH TIOMOXKET, U, 3aMETHO 0OPaJOBABIINCH, KAaK-TO Cpa3zy cOpocuia ¢
ceOst MyTTUBYIO HACTOPOKEHHOCTb.

— Jla BoT, X0 Ha Hero, BOUa — He Bliepy. C Beyepa ObIOCh, HHU TyZa HU CIOJA.

— A Hy naii!

Pri0ak 3akuHyn 3a criuHy KapaOuH M 00eMMH pyKaMu B3sUICS 3a TJIQJKOE CyXO€ TOIOpHILE.
XaKHyB, CWJIBHO YyIapuJl IIOJIEHOM O KOJIOJy, IOTOM e€Ile. YIapsul METKO, C YAOBOJBLCTBHEM,
OlLIylIasi CUIy B PyKax U IPUBBIYHYIO C JIETCTBA CHOPOBKY, KOTJja TaK k€ BOT 3MMHUMHM BedepaMu
KOJIOJI Ha YTpo JpoBa. [Iunuth He 1100, a KOJOTh BCerJa ObLJI TOTOB C OXOTOM, HaX0As Kak Obl
M3BEYHOE YIOBJIETBOPEHHUE B 3TOU TPYIHOMN, HE JIMIIIEHHON MYXCKOTO yAalIbCcTBa paboTe.

Ha gerBepTOoM ynmape TpemmHa KpHBO oOexajla CyK, M MOJEHO pa3Baluiock Hazasoe. OH
PackoJI0 eule U MOJIOBUHKHU.

— Ot cmacubo, ceiHOK. [lait Tebe OOr 3M0pOBBMYKA, — 0€3 TEHW HENaBHEW CKOBAaHHOCTH
Onaromapuia TeTka.

— CnacuboM He oTxenaembes, Matb. [IpoaykTel uMetoTcs?

— Ilponykte1? A kakue mponyktel? bynsbouka ectb. Menkasi, npaBaa. Ecnu dro, 3axoaure,
CBapIoO 3aTUPKHU.

— 910 yto! Ham ¢ co6oit Hamo. CKOTHHY KaKyro.

— D, ckoTuHy. ['71e ee B3Th Tenepsk...

— A Tam krto xuBer? — PpIbak mokazan pykoil yepe3 oropoj, rze 3a OCTPOBEPXHUM THIHOM
Oenena CHeXHasl Kpblllla coceHed mocTpoiiku. Kakercs, TaM TONWIIM: BETE€p 3aHOCHII BO JIBOD
3arax JIpIMa 1 4ero-To ChbeCTHOTO.

— A Ilerpa Kauan. OH Tenepb cTapoCTO# TyT, — IPOCTOAYLIHO COOOIIIIIA TETKA.

— Ja? 3pemnunii crapocra? Twl capluumib? — Peibak moBepHyncss K COTHHKOBY, KOTOPBIH,
MIPUCIIOHSCH K OPEBHY, TEPIIEINUBO CTOSUT O] CTEHOH.
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— Hy. IlocraBuim ctapocToi.

— CBoJtoub, na?

— A He cka3zaTb. CBOM 4eIOBEK, TYTOIIHUH.

Pr16ak, momMeanuB, per:

— Jlagno, monutu k crapocte. OH-TO YK, HaBepHO, moboraye Teos.

OHM He CTalu UCKaTh CTEXKY, MOJUIC3NH IOJ XEpJb B HU3rOPOAM, MEPEILIH 3achIIaHHbIH
30710 M KapToQeabHONH KOXYypOoW Oropoja M yepe3 AbIpy B CTapOM ThIHE IPOJIE3JIU BO JIBOP
CTapOCTHI.

Tyt nopsiaka 6b110 OOOJBIIE, YeM HA COCEIHEM JIBOpPE, BO BCEM UyBCTBOBAJIACh 3a00TIMBAS
pyka xo3siuHa. C Tpex CTOpPOH ABOP OOCTYyMaiH MOCTPOMKHU: u30a, capai, JErkKuil HaBec; y KpbLIbIla
CTOSUIM CaHM C OCTaTKaMH C€Ha B PO3BAIBHAX — BEPHOE CBHUJAETEIBCTBO TOTO, YTO XO3SIMH
HaxoauTcs poma. [loj Kpeliiieid capas BBICHIICS JIaHbIN ITabeIeK HAarOTOBJIEHHBIX, HATMJICHHBIX U
MOKOJIOTBIX JIPOB.

Kornma onm emie mepexoaunu oropoi, Peibak mpuMeTus B 3aMep3IIeM OKOIIKE TYCKIIbIe
OTOJIECKM CBETa — HABEpHO, OT KONTWJIKM — M TENEph YBEPEHHO CTYNMJ HA CKPHIydyHe IOCKU
KPBUIBIIA.

OH He cTyyan — ABepb Oblila HE 3amepTa, CIPABUTHCA C HEW eMy, CeIbCKOMY JKUTEI0, ObLIO
MPUBBIYHO U MPOCTO: MOBEPHYJ HA YETBEPTh 000pOTa 3aBEPTKY, M JBEpPh, TUXO CKPUIIHYB, cama
pactBopuiack. OH Tmpomiea B TEMHBIE CEHH, BJbIXas TIOJy3a0bITble, TYCTO YCTOSIBILIHECS
KPECThSIHCKUE 3allaxd, OCTOPOXKHO IMOBENl PyKoW Mo cTeHe. IlanmbIibl ero HaTKHYIMCh Ha KaKylo-TO
3a]yOCHEBIIYIO OT CTY)KU OJEXKIY, 3aTeM Ha JIBEpHYIO IUIaHKy. Harnynas nmojuie Hee mpoKaJIeHHYIO
MOPO30M 3aBecy, OH JIETKO OTHICKaJl OIMHAKOBYIO BO BCEX JEPEBEHCKHUX JoMax ckoOy. U sta aBeph
OKa3aJlach HE3alepToi, OH MOTAHYJ €€ Ha ce0s M MepecTyNuI BBHICOKOBATHIM MOPOT, IepeaaBas
ckoOy B xonoaHble pyku COTHHUKOBA.

Ha omnpokuHyTO# mocpean cToja MUCKE Topeia KONTHIIKA, OTOHEK €€ MCIyTaHHO BBITHYIICS
OT KiIy0a X0JI0IHOTO Bo3ayXa. [10KuIo, ¢ KOPOTKO MOJACTPUKEHHON OOPOION YEIOBEK, CHUIACBIIHIA
32 CTOJOM B HaOpOLIEHHOM Ha IUICYM TYNIyIUMKe, MOTHSUI celylo rojoBy. Ha ero mmpokowm,
HETPUBBIYHO OCBEIIEHHOM CHHU3Y JIUIE KOPOTKO OJIECHYN HEJOBOJBHBIN B3IIIAM, TYT K€, OJHAKO, U
MOTYXIIUKA NOJT HU3KO OIYILIEHHBIMU CEIBbIMU OpPOBAMHU.

— J1oOpslit Beuep, — co cuep:kaHHOH BEKIMBOCTHIO 103710poBaics Pridak.

KoHneuHo, MOXHO OBl M 0€3 ATOTO MPHBETCTBUS HEMELKOMY NPHUCIYKHUKY, HO PpiOaky He
XOTENIOCh Cpa3y HAYMHATh HENPUATHBIN Ui Hero pasroBop. CTapuk, 0JHAKO, HE OTBETHII, 1aXke He
MOIIEBEIINIICS 32 CTOJIOM, TOJIBKO €lIe pa3, yxKe 0e3 BCAKOTO JIF0OOIBITCTBA, MOTJIA/IEN Ha HUX.

Czamu Bce Hecio XoJioJoM — COTHHKOB HEYMENIO TPOMBIXall JABEPHIO, TIIETHO CTapasch
3axJIOMHYTh ee. Pribak oOepHysCs, ¢ MPUBBIYHBIM MPUCTYKOM 3aKpbUI ABEph. XO35IMH HAKOHEIl
ME/JICHHO BBIMIPSIMUIICS 32 CTOJIOM, HE MEHSA, OJJHAKO, 0€3y4acTHOTO BBIPAKEHUS Ha JIUIE, OyITO U
HE JIOTaIbIBAICS, KTO OHHU, 3TH HEMPOIEHbIE HOYHbIE PHIIEIIBIIBL.

— Twe1 3nemHuil crapocra? — odunmansHo crpocun Peibak, Bpa3BajKy HamnpaBissich K CTOINY.
B Tpodeiinbix ero camorax ObUI0 CKOJIB3KO ¢ MOPO3a, M OH HEBOJIHO CAEPKUBAJ LIar.

Crapuk B3JOXHYNI M, HaBEPHO MOHSAB, YTO MPEJICTOUT PA3rOBOP, 3aKPbUI TOJICTYIO KHHUTY,
KOTOPYIO Tepe TEM YUTall y KOTTUIIKH.

— Crapocra, Hy, — CKa3aJl OH POBHBIM, 0€3 TEHHU HCITyra M M0JA000CTPACTHS TOJIOCOM.

B To Bpems B 3ameube MOCIHBIIIANCS KOPOTKUH IIOPOX, W M3-3a 3aHABECKH, MOIpPABIsAsA Ha
rojoBe IUIATOK, MOSBUJIACh MaJieHbKas, XyACHbKas M, BHJIHO IO BCEMY, OYEHb MOJBHKHAs
KEHII[MHA — HAaBEPHO, X03s1HKa 3TOi n30bl. PpIOak CHAJ ¢ myieya ¥ MpUCTaBHII K HOTaM KapaOuH.

— JloraapIBaenibCsi, KTO MbI?

— He cnenoii, Bixy. Ho exiu 3a Boakoi, Tak HeTy. Bero 3abpanu.

Pri0ak co 3HaueHneM B3rJsiHyl Ha COTHHMKOBA: CTapblii IEHb — HE MPUHUMAET JIM OH UX 3a
noymiaes? Bmpouem, Tak, MoOXeT, M Jydlle, MOAyMal OH M, COXpaHIs JOOpPOAYIIHYIO
HEBO3MYTHMOCTb, CKa3a:

— YTo x, oboiaemMcs 0e3 BOAKH.

Crapocra momoiuan, OyATO pa3MBIIUIAA HaJ YeM-TO, MOJBUHYJ Ha Kpail CTOJa MHCKY C
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konrtwikoi. Ha oy crano ceetiee.

— Ecnu Tak, cagurtecs.

— Ara, caauTech, CaJUTeCh, IETKU, — OOpaJOBaNach NPUTTAIICHUIO XO35MHA >KCHIIHMHA.
[TonxBaTuB OT CTOJNA CKaMeWKy, OHA MOCTAaBUIIA €€ y MEYKH, B KOTOPOH, BUJHO OBLIO, JOTOPAIH HA
HOYb JipoBa. — Tyt Oyzaer Temee, HaBEPHO ke, 0310711. Mopo3 Takoil...

— MoxHo U npucecTs, — cornacuicsi Peidak, HO cam He cen — kuBHYA CoTHHKOBY: — Caluchk,
rpeucs.

CoTHHKOBa HE HaJ0 OBLIO YroBapHBaTh — OH TOTYAC OMYCTHJICS HA JIABKY U TPUCIOHUIICS
CIHMHOH K mobeneHHoMy 00Ky meur. BUHTOBKY epikai B pykax, OyaTo onmupaics Ha Hee, NHIOTKY
Ha ToJIOBE HE IMOMPABWI Jake — Kak Obula rIyOOKO HAacyHyTa Ha NMPUMOPOXKEHHBIEC YIIH, TaK H
ocranack. PpiOaky TeM BpeMEHEM CTaHOBHJIOCH BCE TEIJIee, OH PACcCTErHYyJ CBEpXY MOJYIIYOOK U
CIBHUHYJ HA 3aTBUJIOK IIANKy. XO35HH OCTaBaJICS 32 CTOJIOM C HE3aBUCHUMO-0ECCTPacTHBIM BHJIOM, a
X035lIKa, CJI0XHMB Ha >KMBOTE€ pPYKH, HACTOPO)KEHHO M TPENETHO CIEAWIa 3a KaXIbIM HX
nBmkeHueM. «bourcs», — nogyman Peibak. Crnenys cBoeit mapTH3aHCKOM MPUBBIYKE, OH, MPEXKIC
YeM CecCTb, Mpoulencs no u3de, OyATO HEB3HAYail 3arfisiHyl B TEMHBIM 3aleyek M OCTaHOBHIICS
BO3JI€ KpacHOro (aHepHOro mikaga, OTTOPAKUBABIIETO YroJl ¢ KPOBaThIO. XO03sHKa YBaKUTEIBHO
OTCTYIIUJIA B CTOPOHY.

— Tam HHKOTO, JETKH, HUKOTO.

— UYro, oguu xxuBete?

— Opxnu. BoT ¢ Ae1oM Tak U KONTUM CBET, — C 3aMETHOM Tevaibio cka3aja skeHimHa. Y sapyr
HE TPEJIOKUIIA, a Kak OBl 3arpocuiia fgaxe: — Moxet, Bbl Obl oenu yero? BepHo Xk, ronoHele, a?
Koneuno, ¢ Mopo3a za 6e3 ropsuero...

Pri0ak yapIOHYIICSA U TOBOJIBHO MOTEP 03sI0IIHME PYKH.

— Moxer, n noequM. Kak aymaemsb? — ¢ JeTaHHON HEPEIIUTEIHHOCTHIO OOpaTHIICA OH K
CotHukoBy. — [loaxpenumcs, €Ciid MaHU CTAPOCTHUXA YTOIIAET. ..

— Bot u xopomo. I ceituac, — oOpasoBanace xeHIuHa. — Kamycrouka, HaBepHO, TEIUias ere.
U 3710... Moxert, Oynb004KkH CBapuUTh?

— Her, Baputh He Hajmo. Hekorpma, — pemmrensHo Bo3pasui Peibak M Mckoca B3TJISIHYN Ha
CTapoCTy, KOTOPBIH, 00JIOKOTSACH Ha CTOJI, HEMOABIXKHO CUIET B YTIIy.

Han HuM, noBsi3aHHbBIE BBIIIMTHIMU TOJIOTEHIIAMH, TEMHENIU TPU CTapUHHBIE MKOHBI. PhIOak
TSDKENIO0 MPOTOMNAJl carnoraMy K MPOCTEHKY U OCTAHOBMJICS mepes OOJBIION 3aCTeKIIEHHONH paMoi C
¢dororpadusimu. OH yMBIIUIEHHO W30€raji mpsiMo B3TJIIHYTh Ha CTapOCTY, YYBCTBYS, YTO TOT CaM,
HE TepecTaBasi, BTUXOMOJIKY HAa0JII01aeT 32 HUM.

— 3HaYUT, HEMLIAM CIIY’KUIIb?

— [Ipuxoautcs, — B3JOXHYI cTapuK. — YTo nojenaenin!

— W mMuoro nnatsat?

Jlen He MOr He IOYYBCTBOBAThH SIBHOM W3JIEBKM B 3TOM BOIIPOCE, HO OTBETWJI CIIOKOMHO, C
JOCTOUHCTBOM:

— He cnpammBan u 3HaTh He X04y. CBOUM 000HIYCh.

«Onuako! — 3ametun mpo cedst Pribak. — BunHo, ¢ xapaktepomy.

B Gepe3oBoii pame Ha CTeHE CpeAd MOJIAIOKUHBI PA3IUYHBIX (oTorpaduil OH BBICMOTpEIN
MOJIOZIOTO, YEM-TO HEYJIOBHUMBIM IIOXOKETO Ha 3TOr0 JeAa IMapHi B THMHACTEpKE C
apTIIICPUICKUMH 3MOJIeMaMH B METJIMLAX U TPeMs 3HaYKaMH Ha rpyad. Beiio B ero B3risje
YTO-TO 0€3MATEKHO-CIIOKOHHOE U B TO %€ BPEMsI [10-MOJIOJIOMY HAaUBHO YBEPEHHOE B cele.

— K10 310? CBIH, MOXET?

— CpIH, cbiH. Tonuk Hall, — JaCKOBO MOATBEPAMIIA XO35HKa, OCTaHABIUBASCh U Yepe3 IIIEHO
Pri6aka 3arnsasiBast Ha (OTO.

— A teneps rae on? He B monunmu ciay4aidHo?

Crapocra noHs1 HAXMYPEHHOE JIMLIO.

— A Ham oTkyna 3Hath? Ha dponTe OBLIL...

— Oii, 6o’xeuka, Kak MOIIEN B TPUALATH JEBATOM, Tak Oosblie U He Buaenu. C camoro Jieta
HU CITyXy HU AyXy. XOTs Obl 3HaTh: )KUBOW WJIM, MOXKET, YK€ U KOCTOYKH CTHHJIU... — CTaBsl Ha CTOJI

13



MHCKY CO LIIaMH, 3ar0OBOpHUJIa CTapOCTUXA.

— Taxk, Tak, — cka3an Peibak, He OT3bIBasCh Ha €€ KAIOCTIMBOE MPUIUTAHUE. BhDKIaB, Moka
OHa BBITOBOPUTCS, OH C HAXKUMOM OOBSBHII CTapUKy: — OTIO30pUII ThI ChIHA!

— A T10 Kak xe! U g K eMy 0 TOM TBEp)KY J€Hb M HOUb, — C XKApOM IOAXBaTWIa OT NEYU
X03s1iiKa. — Ono30pui1 U ChIHA U BCEX YUCTO...

DT0 OBIJIO HECKOJIBKO HEOKHMJAHHO, TeM OoJiee YTO CTapoCTHXa TOBOpHIIA Bpojae Obl C
UCKpeHHel 0oibio B rosoce. CtapocTa, 0OJHAKO, HUKAK HE OTO3BAJICS HA €€ CJIOBA, HEMOJBHKHO
CHJIeNI C TIOHUKIIUM BHJIOM, ¥ PbIOaky moka3anoch, 4To 3TOT JieA MPOCTO HEAOYMOK Kakoii-to. Ho
TOJIBKO OH MOJYMaJl O TOM, KaK XMYypOe€ JIMLIO CTapPOCThl HAXMYPUJIOCH eliie OOJIbIIIE.

— byner! He tBOE nETO!

JKeHuimHa ToTYaC YMOJIKJIA, OCTAHOBUBILIKUCH HA MOJIYCIOBE, @ CTApOCTa BIIEPHII YKOPSIFOIIUN
B3I B Pri0aka.

— A oH meHs He onozopui? Hemiry otaan — 31o He no3op?

— Taxk Bbiio. He ero B Tom BHHA.

— A ubs? Mos, MoxeT? — cTporo, 0e3 TEeHH CTECHEHHsI WM CTpaxa CHPOCHII CTapuK M
MHOTO3Ha4MTENIBHO NTOCTYy4all IO cToJy: — Bamia BuHa.

— [la-a, — HeomnpenenenHo npousHec Pribak, He MOIEPKaB MAJOMPHUITHBIA JUIsI HETO M HE
OYEHb IIPOCTON PA3roBOpP, KOTOPOMY, 3HAJI, IO HBIHETHUM BPEMEHAM HETYy KOHIIA.

Xo3siika paccrenuyia KOPOTEHbKYIO, Ha IIOJICTOJIA, CKATEPKy, MOCTaBUJIa MHCKY CO LIaMH,
MSACHOH 3amax oOT KOTOpBhIX BJIACTHO 3alIylIMI BCE €ro Jpyrue 4yBCTBA, KpOME Bpa3
000CTpUBIIETOCS] YyBCTBA T0J10Aa. PpIOaK HE MCHBITHIBAN K 3TOMY YEJIOBEKY HHKAKOTO MOYTEHHS,
ero ooIMe pacCcyXAeHus M MPUYUHBI, TIOYEMYy OH CTajl CTapocToil, Pribaka He MHTEpecoBau —
(axT ciy>kObl y HEMIIEB OIpeAessUl Ui Hero Bce. Tenepb, 0HAK0, 0YEHb XOTEJIOCh €CTh, U Pribak
pELINIT Ha BPEMs OTJIOKUTH AAJbHENIIIEE BEIICHEHHE B3aUMOOTHOILIEHUI CTapUKa C HEMIIAMH.

— CsagpTe, MOJKpENUTECh HEMHOXKKO. BOT xyebymika Bam, — ¢ JaCKOBOM MPHUBETIMBOCTHIO
[IpUIJIALIAja X03sMKa.

Ppi0ak, He cHUMas IIATNKH, TIOJIE3 3a CTOJL.

— JlaBaii moapy6aem, — ckazan oH COTHHKOBY.

Tot Bs10 TOBEPTEII TOJIOBOM:

— Emb. S ne Oymy.

PpiOak BHMMATENbHO IMOCMOTpEN Ha TOBAPHINA, KOTOPHIM, MOKAIUIMBAas, CCYTYIWICA Ha
ckameiike. BpemeHamMu OH Jake B3JAparuBall, Kak B o3HOOe. Xo03diika, BUAHO MajiOo IMOHHUMAs
COCTOSIHUE TOCTSl, yIUBUJIACh:

— ITouemy xe He Oynete? Moxer, Opesryere HammuM? MOXKeT, elle 4yero 1aTh?

— Her, cnacu6o. Huuero He Hano, — pemutenbHo ckazan COTHUKOB, 350KO mpsya B pyKaBa
TOHKHE KHUCTH PYK.

Xo03s11iKa YUCTOCEPIEYHO BCTPEBOKUIIACK.

— Boxeuka, MoxeT, He moroauia yeM? Tak U3BHHUTE...

Pri0ak ynoOHO ycemncsi Ha IMIMPOKOH CKaMmbe 3a CTOJIOM, 3aKall MEX KoJIeHeH kapaOuH U He
3aMETHJI, KaK B MOJIHOM MOJYaHHUU ONMOPOXHWI MUCKY. CTapocTa BCE C TEM XK€ YIPIOMBIM BHUIOM
HEIOJBIKHO CHJENI B yriay. XO03sfKa CTosila HEBAAJIEKE OT CTOJA C MCKPEHHEH TOTOBHOCTBIO
YCIIy’)KUTb TOCTIO.

— Tak, xnebymko s mpubepy. DTO Ha €ro AoJO, — cka3an Ppi0ak, KMBHYB B CTOpPOHY
CoTHuKoOBa.

— Bepure, 6epute, geTKu.

Crapocra, Ka3ajoch, 4€ro-To0 MOJI4a OKUAAJd — KaKOro-HUOYy/b CJIOBa HJIM, MOXKET, Haydaia
pasroBopa o zaesne. Ero Gospiine y3noBaTble pyKH CIIOKOWHO JISKAIXW Ha YEPHOM OOJOKKE KHHUTH.
3acoBbIBas OCTATOK XJieba 3a ma3yxy, PriOak ckaszas ¢ He0J0OpeHHEM:

— KHmxku nounteiBaems?

— YT0 %, MOYUTATh HUKOT 1A HE BPEUT.

— CoBerckas uinm HeMeukas?

— bulGnus.
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— A ny, a ny! IlepBblii pa3 Buxy 6u0HIO.

[ToBUHYBIIUCH 3a CTOJIOM, PpIGaK C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM B3sUT B PYKH KHHUTY, OTBEPHYI OOJIOXKKY.
Tyt ke OH, OJHAKO, MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO HE HAIO OBLIO JIeNaTh ATOr0 — OOHAPYKUBATh CBOETO
MHTEpeca K 9TOM 4y:KOU, MOXKET, €I11e HEMLIAMH U3aHHOW KHUTE.

— W nanpacHo. He memano 661 ¥ HOYUTATh, — IPOBOPYAIT CTAPOCTA.

Pri0ak pemuTenbHO 3aXJI0MHYT OUOIHIO.

— Hy, s10 He TBoe neno. He tebe Hac yuuth. Thl HEMIIaM CIIyXKUIllb, IO3TOMY Ham Bpar, —
cka3an Pribak, omnrymas TaifHOe yIOBJIETBOPEHHE OT TOTO, YTO IMOJBEPHYJCS MOBOJ OOOUTUCH Oe3
671aroJapHOCTH 3a YrOIICHNUE U NMEPEKII0UUTRHCS Ha Oosiee oTBeyaBIInii 00cTaHOBKE TOH. OH BbLIE3
M3-3a CTOJIa Ha cepeluHy M30bl, OMPaBHI Ha MONYNIYOKe HECKOJIBKO TYroBaThIi TEHeph PEMEHb.
VIMEHHO 3TOT MOBOPOT B MX OTHOLIEHHSX JaBal €My BO3MOXKHOCTb MEPEHTH OMKe K ey, XOTs
caM 1o cebe Mmepexoj U HyKJaJcs elle B HeKOTOPOW MoArotoBke. — Thl Bpar. A ¢ Bparamu y Hac
3Haellb KaKoi pa3sroBop?

— CMmoTps KoMy Bpar, — OyaTO He TOJ03peBasi BCe CEpPbe3HOCTH CBOETO IMOJIOKEHHS, THXO,
HO TBEPJO BO3pa3uj CTapUK.

— CBoum. Pycckum.

— CBouM 1 He Bpar.

Crapocra ympsMO He corjamaics, ¥ 3T0 HayuHaio 370uTh PeiOaka. He xBarano erme
JI0Ka3bIBaTh 3TOMY NPHUCIYKHUKY, [I0OYEMY TOT, XOUET TOIO WIN HET, sBIseTCs BparoM CoBeTCKOU
Jep>KaBbl. 3aBOJUTH JOJITUN Pa3roBop ¢ HUM Pribak He MMeNn HHMKAaKOTrO JKeJaHWs U CIPOCHI C
IIJIOXO CKPBITON U3IEBKOM:

— Yro, Moxert, cunoii 3actaBuiu? [Ipotus Bomau?

— Her, 3auem ke cujIoi, — CKa3aa XO35HH.

— 3HaA4uT, caMm.

— Kak cka3ats. Bpone Tak.

«Torma Bce sicHO, — mogyman PeiGak, — HE 0 4eM M pasroBapuBaThy». HempusizHb K 3TOMY
4eJIOBEKY B HEM BCE Hapacraia, OH YK€ IT0)KaJle]l O BpEMEHH, IOTPAaueHHOM Ha IIyCTOM pa3roBop,
TOTJa KaK ¢ CaMOTo Hayasia Bce ObLJIO SICHO.

— Taxk! [lomutu! — ’kecTKo MpukKaszan oH.

Bckunys pyku, k Peibaky Opocunach crapocTuxa.

— Oi1, ceiHOuYEK, Kyaa ke Tol? He Hano, noxanei gypaka. CTapuk OH, 10 TJIyIIOCTH CBOEH. ..

Crapocra, OIHAaKO, HE 3aCTaBWJI TOBTOPATH MpPHUKAa3 M C 3aBUAHBIM camMooOIagaHueM
HETOPOIUIMBO MOJHSIICS 3@ CTOJIOM, HaJled B pyKaBa TYJlyIl. Bbll OH coBceM cenoi U, HECMOTpS Ha
roJibl, OOJBIION ¥ MICYUCTHIN — BCTAB, 3aCIIOHIII COOOM BECh YTOJI ¢ UKOHAMH.

— 3amouuu! — npukasai oH xxeHe. — Hy!

Bunno, crapoctuxa NpuBBIKIA K MOCITYIIAHWIO — BCXJIMIIHYJIA HANOCJIENOK M MOJanach 3a
3aHaBecKy. CTapocTa 0CTOPOKHO, OyATO OOSCH UTO-TO 33J€Th, BbIJIE3 M3-3a CTOJIA.

— Hy uro x, Bons Bama. beiire! He Bbl, Tak npyrue. BoH,— OH KOpOTKO KHUBHYNI Ha
IIPOCTEHOK, — CTABWIIN yXK€E, CTPEIISIIN.

Ppi0ak HEBOJIBHO B3IJISIHYJ, Ky/a YKa3bIBaJl XO35UH; ACHCTBUTEIHHO, HA OCJION CTeHE y OKHA
YEPHEIO0 HECKOJIBKO JIbIP — IIOXO0XKE, OT IYJb.

— Kto crpensn?

["'0TOBBII KO BCEMY, XO35IMH HETMOABIKHO CTOSI Ha CepeiluHe U30BbI.

— A Takue, Kak Bbl. Boaku TpeboBanu.

Pri0ak BHyTpeHHE TepeICpHYIICS: OH HE XOTeN YHoJ00mAThCss KoMy-T0. CBOM HaAMEpEeHHUs: OH
CUMTAJl CIPABEUIMBBIMH, HO, OOHAPY)KUB YbU-TO, MIOX0XKHE HA CBOM, BOCIPUHHMAJ COOCTBEHHBIE
y’K€ B HECKOJIBKO JIpyroM cBete. U B To ke BpeMsi He BepHIIOCh, YTOOBI CTapocTa ero 0OMaHbIBal —
TakUM TOHOM HE€ BpPYT. THXOHBKO BCXJIMIIbIBAas, M3-3a 3aHABECKU BBIMVIAJbIBAJA cTapocTuxa. Ha
ckamelike, cropOouBHINCh, Kanuisiym COTHMKOB, HO OH HHM OJHHMM CJIOBOM HE BMELIAJICS B €ro
PasroBOP C XO35IMHOM — Ka)KeTCsl, HalapHUKY ObLIO HE 70 TOTO.

— Tax. KopoBa ectp?

— Ectb. Iloka 4to, — 6€30 BCAKOrO MHTEpEca K HOBOMY OOOPOTY Jefia OTPEIIEHHO OTBETHI

15



cTapocTa.

Crapoctuxa mepecrajia BCXJIUIBIBATh M 3aTHXJA, MPHUCIYIIUBAsACh K pa3roBopy. Pridoak
pa3ayMbIBai: OBLIIO BeChbMa COOJIA3HUTENBHO MPUTHATH B JIEC KOPOBY, HO, MOXKAMyH, OTCI0aa OyaeT
JaNieko, MOYKHO HE YCIeTh JI0 yTpa.

— Taxk, momum!

OH 3aKkuHYN 3a TUIEYO KapaOWH, cTapoCcTa MOKOPHO HAJEN CHATYIO C TBO3[S INANKy M MOJ4Ya
pacnaxayn aBepb. Hampasisisich 3a HuM, Peibak kuBHYT COTHUKOBY:

— Tl moAoOX) 1U.

naBa yeTBepTan

Kak Tospko 1Bepb 32 HUM 3aTBOPUIIACK, X03siKa OpOCHIIach K IOPOTY.

— Oi1, 6oxxeuka! Kyna sxe o ero? OH, 3a uro e or? O, rocriou!

— Hazan! — xpumno BeimaBun COTHMKOB M, HE IOJHUMASACh CO CKaMbH, BBITSHYJ HOTY,
IperpaxJasi myTh K JBEPH.

JKennmna ucnyraHHo ocrtaHoBwiack. OHa TO BCXJIMIBIBAJIA, TO CMOJIKaja, HaNpsyKEHHO
IIPUCIYIINBAACH K 3ByKaM M3BHE. COTHHUKOB IJIOXO YJIOBMJI CMBICII HEIABHETO 37E€Ch pa3roBopa, HO
TO, YTO JOILIO JI0 €ro 3aTYMaHEHHOTO FOPSYKON CO3HAHUS, 1aBaJI0 OCHOBAHUE AyMaTh, 4TO PrIOak,
HaBEPHOE, IPUCTPEIUT CTAPOCTY.

Ho 1o Bpems, a BeicTpena He ObuT0. 3aKpbIBasi pOT YTOJIKOM IIJIaTKa, XKEHIUHA BCEe 0Xaua U
npuuntaiga, a COTHUKOB CHIEN Ha CKaMbe M CTEper, 4ToObl OHAa HE BBICKOYMJIA BO JIBOp — HE
nonHsu1a Obl Kpuk. YyBcTBOBaNl OH cebs miuoxo. /loHMMain Kamienb, O4eHb OoJiesia roJioBa, BO3JE
ropsiueil meuyu ero 6pocayo To B Kap, TO B XOJIOJ.

— ChIHOK, faif e 5 Beliiy! Jlaii IJIHYy, YTO OHH TaM...

— Hedero rusners.

JKenmuna cieno kujganack B HoJymMpake u30bl, Bce MPUUUTAs, HABEPHO, YTOOBI Pa3KanoOuTh
€ro M npopsaThCs K ABepu. Ho HuUYero He BBIWJET, OH HE MOJAACTCSA Ha 3TU ee npuuuTanus. OH
OYEHb XOPOLIO NOMHMJI, KaK IPOLIBIM JIETOM €ro Ype3MepHasi J0BEPUUBOCTh K TAKOM K€ BOT TETKE
e/iBa He cTomia eMy kHu3HU. 1 Ta ¢ BuIy TOXKe cama mpocToTa, ¢ 61aroo0pa3HbIM JIMLOM, B O€JI0M
IJIaTOYKE Ha I0JIOBE.

Beriins u3 necka, OH cpa3y 3aMeTHII €€ CPeAH CBEKOJIBbHOM OOTBBI Ha OTOPOJE U MOIyMall: BOT
xopomo! OHa ykakeT, Kak IMomacTh Ha Tpomy uepe3 Oojoro Yepubie BbIropel, koTopoe, Kak
CKa3aJld eMy BYepa, MOXKHO HEpPEHTH, JHIIb Pa3bICKaB €JMHCTBEHHYIO TPOIKY, OEpyIIyi0 Hayayo
BOT OT 3TOM JEPEBHH.

On BbIOpasncss M3 MOKPOTO KYCTapHHMKAa M BJOJb MOJOCKA POCIONH KOHOIUIM, HUKEM He
3aMEUeHHBIN, OJM3KO MOJIOMIEN K Hel, COCPETOTOUSHHO KOJyMaBIeics B Tpsakax. Jo cux mop ero
rjla3aM BUJAWTCS €€ MOJOTKHyTas TeMHas lo0Ka, Oenble, HE3aropeBlIMEe HMKpPHl HOT' M KaKas-TO
MOHOIIIEHHAs KypTKa € 3aIjIaTkolo Ha ruiede. JKeHmuHa toMana 60TBY U He cpasy yBuzena ero. O
CIEP>KaHHO MO37J0POBAJICS, M OHA, K YAMUBIICHUIO, HE UCIYTrajlach, TOJBKO MIPUCTAIBHO BIIISAEIACh B
HEro, CiIymas ¥ OyaTo HE MOHUMAs €ro TaKOH MPOCTON MPOCHOBI.

ITorom OHa BCe OYEHb TOJIKOBO OOBSCHMIIA — M KaK MOMACTh Ha TPOIMHKY M MEPEHTH KIaJKH,
U 10 KaKyl0 PYKy OCTaBUTh XBOMHBIN I'PyAOK, 4TOOBI HE yroauTh B TpsacuHy. OH mobnaroaapui u
XOTeN YK€ UATHU Jaibllie, KaK OHa, OIVISIHYBLIMCH, cKazana: «[loroau, HaBepHOE K€, FOJIOAHBII, —
TOPOIUIMBO CIJIOKKJIA B TIOJIOJI OOTBY M TMOBENA €ro mo Mexe Ha ycaap0y. M Hamo ke Obuio emy
cornacutbesa! Ho oH M B camMoM jere, Kak BECEHHHUH BOJIK, ObLT BBIMOPEH T'OJIOJIOM M IOKOPHO
TIOIIEJI 32 HEM, paJOCTHO IIPEABKYILAs CHITHBIN JEPEBEHCKUI 3aBTPaK.

[Toxa OHM 1ITH, OHA TaK e JJACKOBO 00palanach K HEMY «CBHIHOK» U ellle, TOMHMUJI, pa3a JBa
Ha3Baja e€ro «ropoTHUYKOM» — ObLT OH HEOPUTHIN, KaK U ceiuac, HEYMBITBIH, MOKPBIN 10 KOJICHH
OT pOCHI ¥ BOOOIIE BeChMa KalKuil Ha BUJ. Pa3zroBapuBarh Mo-3/€MIHEMY TOXXE HE YMEN U CKpPbITh
CBOE SIBHO apMeicKoe MPOUCXOXKICHNE HE MOT — cpa3y OblIO BUAATH, KTO OH M O0TKyzAa. Opyxus B
TO BpEMsl y HEro HUKAaKoro He ObUIO — JIMIIb HAaKaHyHE YyJOM YAAIOCh M30eKaTh CMEPTH, KOTJa
y2K€ HE OCTaBAJIOCh MAJICHIIIEH HAJEK/Ibl CIIACTUCH. ..
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CrapocTrxa TeM BpeMEeHEM BCe HE MOTIJIa YCIIOKOUThCS, MeTalach Mo u30e U Iiakania.

— CpiHOueK, Hy Kak ke 370? OH e ero 3acTpenaut!

— Hazno Ob1o panbilie 0 TOM AymMath, — X0JOHO cka3al COTHUKOB, CTapasiCh MPUCITYIIATHCS
K 3BYKaM CO JBODA.

— A, nerouka, pa3Be s HE rOBOpHJIA, pa3Be Maio mpocwia!l Ha kakoe e nuxo emy ObLIO
Oparbes? beutu koTopsie moMosioxke. Ho xoporire camu He XOTeNH, @ HeA0OPBIX JIIOAU OOSITHCh.

— A ero He 6osiTca?

— Iletpa? Aii, Tak €ro ke TyT BCE 3HAIOT, Mbl € TyT BECh BEK CBOI )KUBEM, Hallled BOH POJAHU
nosicena. OH ke cTapaeTcs KO BCEM IO-XOPOLIEMY.

— Tak yxx 1 no-xopoiuiemy!

— Moxer, u He coBceM Tak. MoXKeT, W IpaBla TBOS, CBIHOK, — HE BBIXOJAUT KO BCEM
no-xopomeMy. Ero e 3actaBisior: To Xxie0 chaid, TO OJEXKKY KaKylo coOepH, TO Ha JIOpOTy
IIPUKA3bIBAIOT BBITOHATH CHEI YUCTUTH. A OH K€ IJIe BO3BMET — JIOJEH HaJ0 NMpUHYXAaTh. CBOUX
&Ke 00upaTh.

— A BbI Kak nymanu? Ha To 1 OKKynaHTBI, 4T00 rpabuTh.

— I'pabsr. A kak xe? Uto6 ux 6or orpabumi! Ilpuexanu Ha MamuMHAx, NOOpaiu CBUHEH. A y
Hac Tenky 3abpanu. ['oBopsT: cbiH B KpacHoit Apmum, Tak uTo0 BUHY CriIaauTh nepen I'epmanueii.
Yrto6 oHa SICHBIM OT'HEM cropena, Ta ux I'epmanus!

«[Ipoknuuaii, HO HE OuYeHb s TOBepl0 TeOe», — coHHO nayman COTHHUKOB, He YyOupas
BBITSIHYTOM HOTH. [IOMHUTCS, Ta ToXKe roBOpWiIa 4To-TO mpo ['epmaHuio, Moka cobupana emy Ha
cron u pe3ana xied. Heckonbpko pa3 BeiOerana B CEHH 3a CaJloM U MOJIOKOM B KYBILUHE, a OH CHJIEI
Ha CKaMbe y CTOJla W, IJIOTas CIIOHY, NOKUJAlcs, Aypak, yrouieHus. [lpaBna, omHaxabl emy
MOCIBIIIANIOCH, OYATO B CEHSIX KTO-TO TUXO OTO3BAJICS, MOTOM JI0JIETeNl KOPOTEHBKUH MIENOT, HO TYT
’Ke OH y3HaJl B HEM COHHBIHA rosoc peOeHka W ycrokowics. Jla m xo3siika BepHyinach B u30y
CIIOKOWMHAs W MO-IPEKHEMY JIAaCKOBas, HalWia €My KpYXKKYy MOJOKa, Hape3ajla caja, U €ro,
MIOMHHUTCS, TOYTH YTO pacTporaia sta ee noOpora. [Torom OH ¢ XaJHOCTBIO €1 XJieh ¢ cayoM,
3aruBasi €ro MOJIOKOM, U TaK, HaBEpPHOE, ITpomnall Obl HH 3a YTO, €M Obl KAKOH-TO MHCTUHKTUBHBIH,
0e3 BUAMMON NMPUYMHBI, HCIYT HE 3aCTAaBWJI €0 B3IVIAHYTh B 3aCIIOHEHHOE I[BETaMU OKHO. M oH
oOMep B pacTepsSHHOCTH: MO yhulle OBICTPO NUIM JBOE C BUHTOBKAMH, Ha MX pyKaBax Oeienu
MOBSI3KH, a PSIOM, OOBSICHSS YTO-TO, OeKana MaJleHbKasi, JIET BOCHbMHU JICBOYKA.

Kanb, y HETo Torjga OTHsUICS SI3bIK U OH HAYETO HE CKa3ajl TOW JIACKOBOM TETKE, — OH TOJIBKO
OTTOJIKHYJ €€ OT JiBepu M O€IIeHO pBaHysl Ha Oropoi, 4yepe3 3abop Ha BBITOH, B oBpar. C3aau
CTpPEJISIN, KPUYad, PYrajIuCh. YKe, HABEPHO, B OBPAXKKE OH PACCIIbIIIAN CPEIU IPYIHUX IOJIOCOB
KPUKJIMBBIM, COBCEM HEMOXOXKHUM HA MPEKHUHN I'0JIOC TOU KEHILMHBI — OHA MTOKAa3bIBaja MOJIMLAM,
I/I€ OH CKpPbUICS B KYCTapHUKE.

A Tenepb BOT U 3Ta — «CBIHOK», «JI€TOUKA...

CrapocTuxa He CIbIIa HUYEro CTPAIIHOIO CO JIBOpa, HEMHOIO YCIIOKOWJIAch WM IIpHCela
Iepe]l HUM Ha KOHELl CKaMbH.

— JleTouka, 3TO € HEIMpaB/a, YTO OH MO CBOEH BoJie. Ero e TyTOLIHUE MYXUKU YIIPOCHIIH.
Omn, kak e oH He xoren! A TyT Oymara u3 paifoHa MpuIlIa — CTApOCT Ha COBEIIAHUE BBI3BIBATH. A
y Hac, B JlscuHax, eme HUKakoro crapoctsl Hery. Hy, Mmyxxuku u rosopsat: «Mou 1ol IleTpo, Tsl B
TieHy Obl». A OH W B3alpaBlly B Ty, HUKOJIA€BCKYIO, JIBa TOJa B IJIeHy ObLI, y HemIla paboTai.
«Tak, — roBOpAT, — TeOe UX HOPOB 3HAKOM, MOTEPITM KAKUX Iapy MECSIEB, IOKA HAIllK BEPHYTCSA. A
to Bymuny mocraBar — Oenpl He obepembes». bynuna 3toT Toxe u3 Jlscun, mioxoi — crpax. [o
BOMHBI KaKMM-TO HAa4yaJIbHUKOM paloTaj, MO JEpEeBHSAM pazbe3kal — €IIe TOr/a €ro MYKUKU
6osutnck. Tak OH Tenepp HalIen MECTO B OJHUIMU. Biie3 Kak CBUHBS B JIyXKY.

— JloKaeTcs myiu.

— W mycre, yept Obl mo HeMm uiakaid... Tak 3to Ilerpa, nypaka, ¥ yroBOpWIJIH, TOIIET B
MecTeuko. Ha cBoe nmxo, Ha ropromKko cBoe. A Telepb pa3Be €My XOUETCS HEMELKHUM XOJyeM
ObITh? Kaxplil IeHb 00KUii TPO3SATCS, KpUYAT Ja eIle HaraHoM B JIOO TBHIYYT, TO BOJKH TPEOYIOT,
To emie 4ero. [lepexxuBaer oH, He nail OOT.

COTHUKOB CHJIEN, NPUIPEBIINCH BO3JE€ I€YM, M, MYUUTEIBHO HANpSrasch, CTapajicsi HE
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ycHyTh. [IpaBaa, 60poThes ¢ IPEMOTOM eMy MOMOTal Kaliellb, KOTOPBIA TO OTCTaBall HA MUHYTY, TO
Ha4YMHANl OWTH TaK, YTO KOJOJO B MO3Ty. CTapoCTHXy OH CIyIIal U HE CIyIlaj, BHUKATh B €€
XanoObl y Hero He ObIO0 O0XOThl. OH HE MOT COYYBCTBOBAThH YEJIOBEKY, KOTOPBIH coTrjacuics Ha
CIIy’k0y y HEMIIEB U TaK WJIM WHAYE UCTIOIHSI ATy ciyx0y. To, 4To y HEero HaxXOJUIUCh KaKue-TO K
TOMY OIpaBjaaHusi, Majo Tporajgo COTHHKOBA, YK€ 3HABILErO IIEHY TAaKOro poja omnpapaaHusM. B
KECTOKOU OoprOe C ¢amm3mMoM Helb3s ObUIO NMPUHUMATh BO BHUMAaHHME HHUKAKHE, Ja)KE CaMble
YBOXHUTENbHBIC, IPUYUHBI — TOOSIUTH MOXKHO OBLIO JIUIIB BOMPEKH BceM mpuuuHaMm. OH MOHSIT 3TO
C CaMoro MepBoro 005 U BCETAa MPUACPKUBAICA UMEHHO 3TOTO YOSKIEHUS, YTO, B CBOIO OYepeib,
BO MHOT'OM IIOMOIJIO €MY COXPaHUTb TBEPAOCTh CBOUX MO3UILIMNA BO BCEX CIOKHOCTSAX 3TOM BONHBI.

CrioxBaTuBIINCH, YTO JApemiieT, COTHUKOB NOIBITAICS MOAHATHCS, HO €ro Tak MOBEJIO IO
n30e, YTO OH e/jBa HE yJIapuics O CTeHy. X035iiKa, caMa NCIYTaBIINCh, KOe-KakK MOJiepiKalia ero, u
OH MMO00pAaI ¢ MoJia BUHTOBKY.

— @y, ueprt!

— CBIHOK, J1a 4TO k€ 3T0 ¢ ToOoi? Jla ThI ke OonpHOM! Ax Ooxeuka! B sxapy Becw! Tebe xe
JexaTh Hajo. BoH kak Xxpunut Bce B rpyau. [logoxan, nocuay, s 3€51bsi CKOPEHBKO 3aBapio...

OHa ¢ MCKpEHHEH TOTOBHOCTBIO IIOMOYb, IOPKHYJIA B 3alleyek, 3aurymena TaM yem-to. 1 on
MOJlyMaJl, 4YTO, HAaBEPHO, U BIPSMB €r0 JeJI0 JPsHb, €CIH TaK 3a0€CIOKOMIACh ATA TETKA.

— He OecnokoiiTech, MHE HUYETO HE HAJO.

Emy 1 B caMoM Jiefie He XOTeJO0Ch YK€ HU MUTh, HU €CTh U HUYETO HE HY)KHO ObLJIO, KpoMe
TeIUia U MOKOS.

— Kak xe He Hazno, ceiHOK? T 5x€ XBOpHIi, pa3Be He BUAHO? S naBHO yxe nmpumedaro. Eciu,
MOJKET, HEKOIJa, TO Ha MAaJMHKH CYXOH, MOXET, 3aBapulllb IAe-Tu00, MOMbellb. A 3TO BOT
3€JIbEUKO...

— Huyuero He Hagno.

Ona coBajla €My 4TO-TO M3 MEIIOYKOB, KOTOpbIE JOCTajla C NEYM, a OH HE XOTE]I HHUYEro
Opatb. OH He elan ATOM TEeTKe XOPOLIero M MOTOMY HE MOT' COTJIACUTHCS HA €€ COUYBCTBHE U €€
noMoIb. B 3TO BpeMs B CEeHsSX 3acTydajid, Mociblmancs rosioc Peibaka, m B u30y 3arisHyl
cTapocTa.

— Unure, ToBapui 30B€T.

OH BcTan u ¢ IryJaoM B TOJIOBE, IIATasiCh OT CIa0OCTH, BbIOpascs B TeMHble ceHH. CKBO3b
PacKpBITYIO JIBEph Ha CHEXHOM JBOope ObuT BHAEH Phibak, y ero HOr Jiexana Ha CHETy TeMHas
TYIIKA OBIIbI, KOTOPYIO TOT, K&YKETCsI, COOMpAJCs MOTHSATH Ha TJICUH.

— Tak. Tsl uam, — poBHBIM, 0€3 HeJaBHEW HEMPUSA3HU TOJIOCOM cKazan Pribak ctapocrte, — U
IIpUKpOM ABeps. Heuero rasaers.

Crapocra, 10X0Xe€e, XOTeJ 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, /14, HABEPHO, pa3iAyMall M MOJYa MOBEPHYNICS K
nomy. CeHHasl IBeph 32 HUM IUIOTHO 3aKpbLIACh, TIOTOM CIBIITHO OBIJIO, KaK CTYKHYJa JBEPh B
u30y.

— Yro, ornyckaemsb? — cumuio crnpocun COTHUKOB, KOT/Ia OHM BJIBOEM OCTAJIUCh NOCPEAU
IBOpA.

— A, uepT ¢ HUM.

Pr16ak cHIIBHBIM PHIBKOM 3a0pOCHI Ha TUIEYO OBILY W IIArHYI 3@ YroJI capasi, OTTy/a CBEPHYI
0 LIEJIMHE K 3HAKOMOMY I'YMHY, KOCOOOKHE MOCTPOHKH KOTOPOTO TEMHEN HEBJAJIEKE HA CHETY.

COTHHKOB MOTALIUJIICS CIIEIOM.

naBa nAaTasn

OHM 1T MOJTYa 1O TPEKHUM CBOHMM CIIEIaM — Yepe3 TYMHO, BJIOJIb IMPOBOJIOYHOM OTPabl,
BBIIIUIM HA CKJIOH C KYCTapHUKOM. B epeBHE Bce OBLIO THXO, HUTJE HE MPOTJISIHYJIO HU MSATHBIIIKA
CBETa U3 OKOH; B CyMEpKaX IMO-HOYHOMY COHHO CEpelld 3aCHEKEHHBIC KPBIIIM, CTCHBI, OTPaJbl,
JepeBbst B cajax. Peibak ObICTpO Imaram BHEpedu C OBIIOM Ha CIIMHE — OTKUHYTas ToJIOBa €€ C
OenpIM TSATHOM Ha JIOy Oe3ydacTHO OosTanmach Ha €ro Iuiede. Bpems, HaBepHO, MEpeBaTWIO 3a
MOJIHOYb, MecsI] B300Opajics B caMyl0 BBICH He0a H THXO MepHal TaM B  Kpyre
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CBETJIOBATO-TYMAaHHOTO MapeBa. 3Be3/bl Ha HeOe MCKPWINCH spue, HEKEIW BEYepoM, IpomMue
CKpHIIEJI CHET TOJ HOTaMH — B CaMyl0 CHJIy BXOJMJ MOpo3. PbIbak ¢ coxkajgeHueM moaymall, 4To
OHM BCE-TAaKM 3aJEPXKaJHCh Y CTApOCThI, XOPOIIO €IIe, YTO HEeJapOoM: OTIAOXHYIH, 000Tpesuch, a
TJIABHOE, BO3BPALIAIUCh HE C MyCThIMH pykamu. C OBIIbI, KOHEYHO, HE MHOTO JIOCTAHETCS JUIS
CEeMHAJIIaTH YeJIOBEK, HO IO KYCKy Msica Oyner. XOoTd M JaJeKoBaTo, HO BCE-TaKH Pa3JOOBLIH,
ceifyac ycreTh Obl IPUHECTH JI0 PacCBETa.

OH cropo miarai 1o/ HOIIEH, He CIUIIKOM yXe M OCTEeperasich Ha 3HaKOMOM IIYTH B HOUHOM
nosie. Eciu 661 He COTHUKOB, KOTOPOTO HENb3s OBLIO OCTABJISTH OJHOTO, OH ObI, HABEpHOE, YIIIel
naneko. Iloxanyif, BHepBble 3a 3Ty HOYb Yy Prplbaka IIeBeIbHYIOCH JIETKOE HEIOBOJILCTBO
HaapHUKOM, HO YTO TIOJeNIaelllb: pa3Be TOT BUHOBAT? Bripouem, Mor Obl rae-HUOYAb pa3KUThCS U
OoJiee TEIUION OJIEKKON M TOTa, HaBepHOe, ObUT ObI 30POB, a TETEph BOT €Ie U MOMOT Obl HECTH
5Ty oBIly. [loHadany Ta moka3anach COBCEM HETSDKENOM, HO KaK-TO IMOCTETEHHO CTala HaJMBAThCA
3aMETHBIM T'PY30M, KOTOPBIH Bce OoJblIe AaBWI Ha €ro IUICYd, 3acTaBisisi NpUruOaTh TOJIOBY,
oTyero ObUIO HEYJOOHO CMOTpETh Brepena. PriOak Havan mepeMeriars HOINY C IUieda Ha IUIeHo:
noka rpy3 OblI Ha OJTHOM, APYrO€ HENOJTO OTABIXAJIO — TaK CTAJIO JIeTye.

Ha xoay oH XOpOIIIO corpesnicsi B TEIUIOM YE€PHOM MOJYIIYOKe, HEITaBHO COBCEM €IIIe HOBOM,
KOTOPBIH HEMJIOXO MOCIYXHII €My B 3Ty CTYXY. be3 nomymryOka on Obl, HaBepHO, Mpomnai. A Tak U
JIETKO, M TEIUI0, U HAaAETh, U YKPbITbcA rae-HUOyas Ha Howiere. Crmacubo nsapke Axpemy: He
noxkanen, oTaai. XoTs, KOHEYHO, Y Axpema OblIM CBOM Ha 3TO NPUYMHBI, U TJIaBHAs U3 HUX,
0e3ycIIOBHO, 3aKitoyanach B 30ce, cepAle KOTOPOi — 3TO OH 3HAJl TOYHO — OUYCHb Y)K MPUKHUIIEIO K
HEMY, 3aBUJHOMY, HO TAKOMY HEJIOJITOMY 10 BOITHE IPUMAKYy.

Hy uro x, ecnu Obl He BoiiHa! BrmpodeM, eciau Obl HE BOIHA, re ObI OH BCTPETHI €€, ITY
3ocio? Kakum 00pa3zom crapiirHa CTPEeNKoBOi poTsl Peibak mMor okaszarbcsi B Toil ux KopueBke —
MaJIeHbKOH, TITyXOBaTo# AepeBeHbke y jeca? HaBepHo, U He 3aruisiHyi1 Obl HUKOT/Ia B KU3HH, pPa3Be
YTO Mpoexaj HeBJaleKe OOJBIIAKOM BO BPeMs OCEHHUX YYEHHH, M TOJIBKO. A TyT BOT IPHUIIIOCH
MPUTAIIUTHCS C PAHEHON HOTOM, TOJICTO OOMOTAaHHOM TPSA3HOM COPOUYKOM, MOMPOCHUTHCS B M30y —
00sICs, JTHEM HAYHYT €3/IUTh HEMIIBI U 32 3I0POBO JKHUBEIb MOA0EpyT ero Ha qopore. C paccBETOM
OHU U B CAMOM JIeJIe Ha MOTOIIMKIJIaX M BEPXOM Hadald 00be3KaTh 3aBAICHHOE TPYIaMH IoJie 004,
HO B TO BpeMs OH YK€ ObUT HaJIe)KHO TMPUIMPATAH MO Kydel TOPOXOBUH B MMyHbKE. AXpeM u 30CbKa
KapayJluih ero JHEM M HOYbI0O — cOeperiiy, He BhlJalu. A MOTOM... A TIOTOM BOKPYT BCE YTHXJIO,
BOJBOpUJIACH HOBasi, HEMEIIKasl, BJIACTh, HE CTAJO CIBIIIHO JaKe apTUIUICPUHCKOTO Tyja HOYBIO;
ObUIO0 OYeHb TOCKIUBO. Kazanock, Bce mpexHee, Ul Yero OH XKW U CTapalics, PyXHYJIO HaBCer/a.
OueHb TOPHKO €My ObUIO B TO BpPEMsi, M TOTJIa €TMHCTBEHHOM YTeXO! B €ro MOTaifHO! JepeBEeHCKON
KM3HU CTalla MyXJeHbKas, JackoBas 30cbka. M To HeHaouro.

310pOBbE HUKOTJIAa HE TIOJBOJHMIIO €r0, MOJIOKAa M CMETaHbl XBaTaJllo, paHa HAa HOTE 3a MECSI]
KO€-KaK 3a)KHJia U JIMIIb CJIerka HallOMHUHaa o cede mpu xoap0e. OH Bce 00Jible HAYMHAT JyMaTh
0 TOM, Kak ObITh Janbiie. OCOOEHHO KOTJa y3Hal, YTO MOCJE JETHUX YCIIEX0B HEMEI HEOKHUIaHHO
3acTpsi 1Mol MOCKBOM, U, HECMOTpSI Ha TO, YTO TPYOUIIH, OyATO OOJBIIEBUCTCKAS CTOJIMIA CO JHS
Ha JIeHb naneT, Pribak nymain: HaBepHoO, emie mojepxurcs. Mocka He KopueBka, 3allMTUTH €€,
MIOKaJTYH, CBILLETCS CHUJIA.

A TyT OOBSBWINCH APYXKKH, TAKHE Ke, KaK OH, OKPY)KECHIIBI — KTO BBI3JJOPOBEB OT paH, KTO
MIPOCTO ONPABUBIIMCH MO XyTOpaM U CeJlaM OT IEPBOrO IIOKAa pa3rpoMa, — Hadalk CXOJUTHCS,
JIOTOBApPUBATHCS, TOBBITACKUBAIM MPUIIPSATAHHOE oOpyxkue. Pemmnu: Hago mojmaBaThCsl B JiEC,
CKOJIbKO MOXXHO CHJETh TIO KPECThSIHCKUM 3aKyTKaM BO3JIe J0OpOCEpIEYHBIX MOJOIOK,
HEpPACHHCAaHHBIX U HEBEHYAHHBIX JEPEBEHCKUX KeH. M monum.

HeBecensiMm Obiio ero mpomjanue ¢ KopueBkoil. IlpaBma, OoH He cram, Kak Jpyrue,
oOMaHBIBaTh WIH, €IIe XYKE, YXOIUTh TaWKOM — OOBSCHWI BCE KaK OBLIO, W, K yAUBJICHHUIO, €ro
MOHSJIN, HE OOMIENTUCh M HE OTrOBapUBaJIM. 30ChKa, MIPaB/ia, BCIUIAKHYIA, a JIiabka AXpeM cKasall:
«Pa3 Hazmo — Tak Hajo: neno BoeHHOe». U oH, U TeTka ["anynst coOpanu ero Kak ChlHa, KOTOPOTO Y
HUX He Oblno. PrOak mooleman naBaTh 3HATh O ceOe M HaBeIbIBAThCS MpU cioydae. OgHAKIBI U
HaBesajics, B KOHIIE OCEHH, a TIOTOM CTajo JajeKo — a TJIaBHOE, He TSAHYJO: HaBEPHO, OTBBIK, UTO
mu? A MOXeT, He ObUIO TOro, 4TO NPUBOPAKMUBACT BCEPhE3 M HANOJIr0, & TaK — IOSBUIIOCH,
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neperopeno u orounuio. M oH 0 ToM He alen, co0oil OB MOBOJIEH — HE OOMaHBIBaJ, HE Jral,
MOCTYIWJI YECTHO M OTKPBITO. [lycTh JMIOIM CyAAT Kak 3HAIOT, €ro K€ COBECTh Iepen 3ocei Obuia
IIOYTH YUCTOM.

OH He JMIO0MJ MPUYUHATH JIOIAM 3J10 — OOMKaTh HEB3HAYal HIIM C YMBICIOM, HE TEpIied,
KOrJla Ha Hero Ttamiu oouay. B apmuu, npasaa, TpyaHo Obuto 060iTHCh 6€3 TOTO — CIydanock, U
B3BICKMBAJ, HO CTapayics, YTOObI BCE BBITJISEIO MO-XOPOIIEMY, paid IMOJb3bl CiyxObl. Temepb
3710, M3My4eHHbI npocTynoli COTHMKOB YIPEKHY1 €ro B TOM, YTO OTIIYCTWJ, HE Hakaszall
cTapocty, HO Ppi0aky cTano mpoTMBHO Hakas3bIBaTh — YepPT C HUM, MyCTh kuBeT. KoHEUHO, K Bpary
CJIEZIOBAJI0 OTHOCUTHCS 0€3 BCSKOW KaJOCTH, HO TYT HMOJYYMIIOCH TaK, YTO OUYEHb YK MHUPHBIM,
MO-KPECThSHCKU 3HAKOMBIM IoKa3aics emy 3ToT [letp. Ecim uTo, mycTh ero HakaxyT JIpyrue.

B u306e, nmoka e HeMpHUATHBINA pa3roBop, y Pribaka eme ObUI0 Kakoe-TO jKeJaHue MPOYIHUTh
CTapoCTy, MO TOTOM, KOTJa 3aHSUIMUCh OBIIOM, 3TO €ro jKeJaHWe IMOCTENeHHO Hucue3so. B capae
MUpPHO W OyJHMYHO MaxJO CEHOM, HaBO30M, CKOTOM, TPH OBIIbI MCIYTaHHO KHJAUCh U3 yrja B
yroJI: OJIHY, C OeNBIM IMATHBIIKOM Ha J0y, [leTp croBumics ynepxarhb 3a HIepCTh, U TOTJIa OH JIOBKO
U CHWJIBHO OOXBaTWJ €€ €0, IOYYBCTBOBAB KAaKYIO-TO IMOJIy3a0BITYIO paaocTh 100buu. [loToMm,
MOKa OH JIepXall, a X03iUH pe3all eil ropyio u oBLa OMJIach HAa COJIOME, B KOTOPYIO CTEKaJl pydyeeK
MapHOW KPOBH, B €r0 YyBCTBAaX BO3HHUKIIO MaMSTHOE C JIETCTBA OILYLICHHE IYIJIMBON PagOCTH,
KOT'JIa B KOHIIE OCEHH OTEIl BOT TaK K€ pe3all OJJHY WU JIBE OBIIBI Cpa3y, U OH, OyIy4YH MOAPOCTKOM,
noMoraiu emy. Bce ObIJIO TakuM JKe: M 3a1axy B CKOTHOM capae, U MEeTaHHe B IPEACMEPTHOM UCITYTe
OBeIl, ¥ TepIIKas NapHOCTh KPOBU Ha MOPO3E...

[Tone, Ha KoTOpoe PpIOak CBEpHYN OT KyCTapHUKA, OKa3ajJoCh HEOKUIAHHO MIMPOKUM H
JUTMHHBIM: HaBEpPHO, OKOJIO Yaca OHU IUIM MO ero ueiuHe. Pribak He 3HaAT TOYHO, HO YyBCTBOBAJ,
YTO TJe-TO HA MX MYTH JOJDKHA OBITH JOpOTa, Ta camas, MO KOTOPOW HEHOJIr0 OHM IILJIH CIOJA,
MIOTOM HayHeTCs CKJIOH B CTOPOHY pedkd. OJHAKO MPOLUI0O MHOTO BPEMEHH, OHU OTMEPUIH
KAJIOMETpa JIBa, €CIIU He OoJIble, a JOPOTH BCe HE ObUIO, U OH Hayall OMacaThCs, YTO OHH MOTJIH
nepelTH ee, He 3aMeTHB. Torga HETPyAHO ObUIO MOTEPATH HANPABJICHUE, HE BOBPEMs IMOBEPHYTh
BJIEBO, B HU3MHY. [110X0, 4TO 3Ta MECTHOCTh OBLIa €My Majl0 3HAKOMa M OH JIakKe HE PACCIPOCHII O
HEell y MecTHBIX mapTu3aH B jecy. [IpaBaa, Torgja oH He JyMai, 4TO UM MpHIETCS 3a0pecTd Tak
TaJIeKo.

Pribak octanoBuics, mojnoxkaan COTHHUKOBA, KOTOPBIM, OTCTaB, 0OECCHIIEHHO TaIlWJICS B
cympake. Ha mMecs1 Haruibliia cu3ast IIOTHAst MIJ1a, HOYb MIOTEMHEINA, BJaJIM U BOBCE HUYETO HEJb3s
Obu10 paznmuuuTh. OH COpPOCHII Ha CHEr OBILy, MOJIOXKHJI Ha ee OOK KapaOWH U C OOJeryeHueM
pacrpaBuJl HATPY)KEHHBIE IIEYd. MUHYTY CITYCTS 3aIlICTAIOLIMMCS IIaroM K HEMY HpPUTAIIUJICS
CoTHUKOB.

— Hy xak? Huuero?

— 3Haenb... Tol yk Kak-HUOYb. CeroaHs s He IOMOIIHUK.

— JlagHo, oGolinercs, — oTcamnbIBasAch, cka3as Ppibak u mepeBen pa3roBop Ha apyroe: — Tol He
MPUMETHII, MBI IPABUJILHO UAEM?

Tsoxeno apima, COTHUKOB IOCMOTpEN B HOYb.

— Bpoxe 651 npaBmiibHO. Jlec Tam.

— A nopora?

— Tyt rae-to u gopora. Ecnu He cBepHyna Kyna.

O6a Moya BIisACINCh B CYMEPEUHYIO CHEXXHYIO Jajlb, M B 3TO BpeMsl B LIIYMHOM IIOpPBIBE
BETpa UX HANPSDKEHHBIN CIyX YJIOBWI KaKOW-TO JAJIEKUI HESCHBIN 3BYK. B cienyromee MrHoBeHue
CTaJIO TIOHSATHO, YTO 3TO YYTh CIBIIIHBINA TOMOT KOmbIT. O0a Bpa3 MOBEPHYIUCH HABCTPEUY BETPY U
HE TaK yBHJIENIM, KaK yraJaiy B CyMepKax e/lBa 3aMeTHOe, HesicHoe elne aBmkeHne. Cnepsa Pribaky
MOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO UX JOTOHSIOT, HO TYT € OH IOHsUI, YTO €IyT HE BJIOTOH, a CKOpee Harepepes,
HaBEPHO, MO TOW caMoil Jopore, KOTOpPYyI0 OHM He Haunuid. OILIyTHB, Kak APOTHYNO Ceple, OH
CKOPEHBKO 3aKHHYN 3a Iuledo KapaOuH. OJHAKO TYT K€ YyThe IOJCKa3ajo €My, Y4TO €IyT B
OTJAJICHUH M MHUMO, TPaB/Aa, OCTAHYTCS JM OHU HE3aMEUEHHBIMH, OH ONpeAeiuTh He MoT. U oH,
HarHyBIIUCh, CUJIBHBIM pPBIBKOM OIISITh BCKHHYJI Ha ce0s KocMarylo Tyiry oBIbl. [lose
MOJHUMAJIOCh Ha MPUIOPOK, HAJ0 ObUIO KaKk MOXHO ObIcTpee mepeOexaTh €ro, M Tornga Obl,
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HABEPHO, UX YK€ HE YBUJCIH.

— JlaBaii, naBaii! berom! — HerpoMko kpukHya oH COTHUKOBY, C MECTa ITyCKascCh B O€r.

Horu ero cpa3sy oOpenu Je€rkocTh, TeJ0, KaK BCETa B MUHYTHI ONAaCHOCTH, CTaJl0 JOBKUM U
cHIBHBIM. U BAPYT B IATH marax oT ceOs OH YBHUJENI AOPOTY — Pa3be3’KEHHbBIE €€ KOJIEU HauCKOCh
NepeceKalid uX MyTh. Teneps y)Xe cTallo MOHATHO, YTO 3TO Ta caMasi opora, o KOTOpoi exaiu, OH
B3TJISIHYJI B CTOPOHY M OTYETJIMBO YBHJIEN IOOJANb TYCKJIbIE MOJBUHBIC TSATHA; OBUI CIIBIIICH
HETPOMKHI MEPEe3BOH YEro-TO U3 YIPSDKU, CaHU YBEpeHHO mpubimxanich. CoBiagaB ¢ KOPOTKUM
3aMerIarenbcTBoM, Peibak, OyaTO 3aMHHHUPOBAHHYIO MOJIOCY, Iepedexaln 3Ty MPOKIATYIO JOpOry,
TaK HEOX)KMJAHHO M HE KO BPEMEHH IMOSIBUBILYIOCSA Nepea HUMHU, U TYT K€ SICHO TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO
cnenan He To. HaBepHO, Hamo Obl mojaThCs HA3ad, MO Ty CTOPOHY, HO OBLIO YK€ MO3/JHO O TOM U
nymartb. [IponambiBas camoramu HacT, OH O€Xajl Ha IPUTOPOK U C 3aMUPAHUEM CepIIa *KAal, 4To
BOT-BOT UX OKJIMKHYT.

E1e He JOCTUTHYB BEpILIMHBI, 32 KOTOPOIl HAYMHAJICS CIIYCK, OH CHOBa OrJIsiHyJcs. CaHM yxe
SIBCTBEHHO OBLJIM BHJHBI Ha JIOPOTE: UX OKa3aJoCh JJBOE€ — BTOPBIC MOYTHU BIPHUTHIK CIEJOBAIH 3a
nepBbIMU. HO ceZokoB moka erie Henb3si ObLJIO Pa3MYuTh B CyMEpKaX, KPUKY TakkKe He ObLIOo
CHBIIIHO, U OH C MaJICHbKOM, OYEHb KEJIAHHOW TEMEPh HAIEKIOW MOIyMall, 4TO, MOXKET €IlE, 3TO
KpecTbsiHe. EcIi He OKITMKHYT, TO, HABEpHO, KPECThSHE — 0 KAaKOH-TO MPUYMHE 3aM03/1a)I1 B HOUH
¥ BO3BpAIAIOTCS B CBOIO JiepeBHIO. Torpa HampaceH 3TOT ero ucmyr. OOHaae:KeHHBIH 3TOH
HEOXXU/IaHHOW MBICIIBIO, OH CIIOKOMHEe pa3a JBa BBIJOXHYN U Ha Oery obOepHyics k COTHHUKOBY.
Tot, kak Ha30, MIATKO TOMAaJl HEBJAJeKe, OyATO HE B COCTOSHHM YK€ MOJHANPSYbCS, YTOOBI
npoOekaTh KAKUX-HUOYIb COTHIO IIIAaroB JI0 BEPIIMHBI IPUTOPKA.

M Torna HOYHYIO THIIB BCKOJIBIXHYII 37101, YTPOXKAIOIIUN OKPHUK:

— D-3it! A ny croit!

«Yeprta ¢ nBa tebe croit!» — momyman Pwibak u ¢ HOBOHM cuioi Opocwmiics mo cHery. Emy
OCTaBaJIOCh yX€ HEMHOIO, YTOOBI CKPBITHCS 3a IMOKATOM CHMHOM MpUropKa, Aajbllle, KaKeTcsd,
HAYMHAJICA CITYCK — TaM Obl OHHU, HaBepHO, ynuii: Ho UMEHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT CaHU OCTAHOBHIIUCH,
Y HECKOJIBKO TOJIOCOB OTTY/A SIPOCTHO 3aKPUYAJIO BIOTOH:

— Croit! Croit! Ctpensats Oynem! Croii!

B co3nanuu Pribaka MenbkHyNa ckBepHelas u3 Mbiciei: «[lonanuce!» — Bce cTano mpocto
U JI0 TyIIeBHOM O6onu 3HakoMo. Peibak ycrano Oexxan 1mo mupoKoMy BEpXy MPHUTrOpKa, MydHTEIHHO
CO3HAaBasl, YTO IVIABHOE ceHYac — KaK MOXHO Aaiblie yuTu. HaBepHO, Ha Jlomaasx JDOTOHATH HE
OyayT, a CTpeNsiTh IMyCTh CTPENAIOT: HOUbIO He OuYeHb momajemb. OBIy, KOTOpas Tak HEKCTaTh
OKa3aJlach Terepb Ha €ro Iuie4ax, OH, OJHAK0, He OpOCHI — TaIllWiI Ha cebe, He JKeyask paccTaBaTbCs
cO ci1aboi HaeK 01 Ha TO, YTO elle KaK-TH00 MpOpPBYTCS.

Bckope oH mepebexan W MPUTOPOK M pa3MAIIMCTO MOMYAICS MO €ro 0OpaTHOMY CKJIOHY
BHM3. Horu tak Hecnu ero, 4to Peibak omacaics, kak Okl HE ymacTh ¢ Homie. Hemenkuit kapabun
3a CIMHOM 00JbHO Omi Mo OeApy MPUKIAIOM, TUXOHBKO — 3BSKaJIM B KapMaHax natpoHsl. Ere
U3JaM OH MPUMETHJI YTO-TO PpACIUIBIBYATO-TEMHOE BIIEPEIH, HABEPHO, ONATh KYCTAapHUK, WU
MOBEpHYN K HeMy. KpHKH 1033y yMOJIKIIH, BBICTPENOB MoKa He Ob1o. [loxoke ObUIO HA TO, YTO
oHu ¢ COTHHKOBBIM YK€ CKPBUIUCH U3 TOJIS 3pEHUS TeX, Ha JOPOTe.

Ho BOT Ck/IOH mpuropka OKOHYHIICS, CTaJl TIyO)Ke CHer, u Ppl0ak, OXBauyeHHBIH HOBOWA
3a00To, riastHyn Hazax. COTHHKOB OTCTal TaK JajieKo, YTO IMOKAa3aJloCh: BOT-BOT €r0 CXBATAT
KHUBbeM. Brpouem, TOT U Temeps Kak OyaTO COBCEM He CIEHIMI — He Oexkall, a elBa TaluiCs B
CHEroBoM cympake. M camoe ckBepHoe OblIO TO, uTOo PhiOak HMYEM HE MOT MOCOOUTH €My, OH
TOJIBKO 0€30CTaHOBOYHO CTPEMUIICS BIIEpE, TEM CaMbIM yBIieKasi ToBapuina. Hamo Ob10 1o6exkaTh
70 KyCTapHUKa, KOTOPBI BpOJie y)Ke HeJJaJIeKO YEPHEN BIIEpPe/IH.

— Croit! baHauTckoe OTpoabe, CTOH!— OmATh pa3jaluch C3aJd YrPOXKaAKIIHE, C
pYyrarenbCTBOM KPUKH.

3Ha4YMT, BCE-TakU AOTOHSIOT. He orisiipiBasch — HEyAOOHO OBLJIO OTJISIHYTBCS C OBLOM, —
Ppibak mo KpuKaM TMOHsUJI, YTO T€ YK€ Ha NPUTOpPKE M, HABEpHO, yBUAenM uX. Ciumikom
HEBBITOJIHBIM OKa3aJIOCh MX I0JIOKeHHE, 0coOeHHO COTHHMKOBAa, KOTOPOMY /10 KYCTapHHKOB €IIIe
Oexartpb u 6exarb. Hy uro x... Kak Bcerna, B MUHYTY HauOOJIbIIeH OMACHOCTH KaXKIbIi 3a00THIICS
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o cebe, Opan cBoro cyapOy B cobcTBeHHBIE pyku. UTto 10 Pribaka, TO KOTOpHIA yke pa3 3a BOWHY
€ro BBIPyYaJId HOTH.

Kycrapauk, okaspiBaeTcs, ObUI 3HAUMTEIBHO JaNblIe, YeM IOKa3ajloch B HOYM. PriOak He
OJIOJIENT eIlle U TIOJIOBUHBI IMYTH K HEMY, KaK c3aJu 3arpoxaiu BbICTpesbl. CTpenaKu ObLIH, OJIHAKO,
0oJiee YeM HHKYABIIIHbIC, OH, HE OTJIAIBIBASACH, MIOHSII ATO 10 TOMY, KaK Tyroil CTpyHOH HaJ HUM
nporia myns. CIHIIKOM BBICOKO IMPOILIA, 3TO OH MOHsUI TouHO. M OH 3acTaBmi ceds MOJ TeMH
NyJIsIMH T0OEXaTh 10 KyCTapHHKA.

HaBepHo, Tyr HauMHaIOCh JyroBoe 0OJOTIE — HA CHEXKHOW PAaBHUHE OIIETUHHIICS TOJBIMH
BETBSMU OJIBIIAHUK, B PBIXJIOM CHETY I10J1 HOTaMU MSTKO Oyrpmiinch Kouku. Peibak ymanm B camoM
Hayaje KyCTapHHKa, CBAJIMJI CO CIUHBI oBIy. [lokaiyii, Hago ObuT0 OeXaTh Jajbllle, HO Y HEro YKe
He ocTaBajock cui. C3aau BOBCIO LI MEpecTpeska, U OH MOHsUI, YTo X 3ajepkail COTHHKOB.
Cnauana 3to 00pagoBasno Peibaka: 3HaUUT, OTOPBAJICS, TENEpPh B KyCTAPHUKE MOXKHO 3aIlyTaTh CBOU
cien u yiitn. Ho mpexne Hano 6bu10 ormsnerbed. C kapaOUHOM B pyKe OH MPUBCTAT HA KOJEHIX U
yBuzen Baaaun COTHHKOBA, KOTOPBIM cabo IMIEBEIMIICS MOJ caMbiM HpuropkoM. OmHako oTcroaa
CKBO3b CEphIii CyMpaK HOYM HEBO3MOXXHO OBLIO MOHSATH, KyJa OH ABHTAJICS WM, MOXET, BOBCE
CTOsU1 Ha 0JTHOM Mecte. [locie Tpex-4eThIpex BBICTPEIOB ¢ IPUTOpKa OJWH TPOXHYII OJIMKE — B HEM
Peibak oTuernuBo y3Han BeicTpen CoTHHMkoBa. Ho Bce-TakM Kakod CMBICH B HMX IOJIOKEHHH
HAuYMHATh MEPECTpPeNKy ¢ moiuuuei, sroro Pribak He 3Han. HaBepHo, Hajmo OBUIO Kak MOKHO
CKOpee yXOJHUTh — KYCTapHHMK Ha MX IYyTH IMO3BOJIMI Obl OTOpBaThbcs OT mpecienoBateneil. Ho
CoTHHKOB OyITO HE IOHUMAJI ATOTO, TIOXOXKE, 3aJIeT U JaKe MepecTal meBenuThes. Ecnu Ob1 He ero
BBICTPEIIbI, MOXKHO OBLIIO OBl TOAYMAaTh, YTO OH YOUT.

A MOXeT, OH paHeH?

Ot stoit Mbicnu Pribaky ctamo He mo cebe, HO 4eM-1100 moMoub COTHHUKOBY OH HE MOT.
[Tomunan cBepxy, ¢ MPUropKa, HABEPHOE, OTIUYHO BHJIAT OJAMHOKOTO HAa CHETY YeJIOBEKa, U, XOTH
nmoka He Oeryr K HeMy — OHH, O€3yCIOBHO, PacCTpelsioT €ro u3 BHHTOBOK. Ecim ke Pribak
OpocuTCs Ha TIOMOIIb, YOBIOT 000UX — B 3TOM OH ObLI yBepeH. Tak ciiydmsioch BO BpeMsi (PUHCKOM,
KOT'JIa TMPOKJIATHIE KYKYIIKM HAOWBAJIM IO YEThIPe-TIATh YEJIOBEK 32 MUHYTY, U BCE TEM K€ CaAMBIM
IPUMUTHBHBIM CIIOCOOOM: K MEPBOMY IOJCTPENICHHOMY Opocalicsi Ha BBIPYUKY COCE] MO IeNU U
TYT K€ JIOKWIICA PAAOM; NOTOM K HHMM MOJ3 ciaeayromuid. M Kaxapli M3 3THX CIEAYIOIMIUX
MOHKUMAJL, YTO €rO0 JKJET TaM, HO U HE MOT YAEPKaThCs, BUJIS, KaK MOTH0aeT TOBAPHILL.

3HaYMT, MOKA €CTh BO3MOXKHOCTh, HAl0 yX0oauTh: COTHHKOBA yXe He cracemb. PemuB Tak,
Pri0ak ckopeHbKO 3a0pOoCHIl 3a CIIMHY KapaOuH, peIIUTEIbHBIM YCHIIMEM B3BAJIWII HA IJICYH OBILY U,
CTIOTBIKAACH O KOUKH, IPUITYCTHIICS KpaeM 00oTa.

HaBepHo, OH Jajieko yXe yIen ¢ TOr0 MecTa M CHOBa BBIOWJICS M3 CWIl. BwicTpenbl c3amu
CTUXJIM, U OH, MPUCITYIINBAsACH K THIIMHE, C HESCHBIM OOJEr4eHHuEeM Tymall, YTo, MO-BUIHUMOMY,
TaM BCe y)Ke KOH4YeHO. Ho crmycTss MUHYTY MM JBE€ BBICTpEINbI pa3Jaluch CHOBAa. babaxHyno Tpu
pasza, oJlHa My C 3aTyXalOIIUM BHU3rOM TMpouuia Hag 6onoToMm. 3HauutT, COTHHUKOB emie xui. U
MMEHHO 3TH HEO)KHJAHHbIE BBICTPEJbI OTO3BAIMCH B Pribake HOBOIl TpeBoroi. OHU CAEPKUBAIH
ero Oer u OyIOpaKmiiM ero 0OOCTpEHHbIE OMACHOCTHIO YyBCcTBAa. OBIIa BCe TsDKeNena, MOpoi ee
MSTKHH, TOJATIAMBBINA Tpy3 Kazajcs YY)KUM M HeEJeNbIM, U OH MEXaHHUYECKH TaIlWj ee, Jymas
COBCEM O JIPYI'OM.

Yepe3s MHUHYTY BIEpend IOKa3aJicsi HErTyOOKMH OBpakeK-POMOMHA, BO3MOXKHO — Oeper
3amep3iiell peuymku. HaBepHo, cienoBano mepedTH Ha JpYryio CTOPOHY, HO TOJbKo Pribak
CYHYJICS Ty/a, KaK, MOCKOJb3HYBIIMCH, BBITYCTWJI HOIIY M Ha CIHHE CION3 IO CHETY 0 HH3A.
BeipyraBmmcek, Bckoumil, pasrpedasi pykaMu CHET, BBIOpaJCsi HaBEpX W BAPYT OTUYETIUBO TOHSI,
YTO yXOJIUTh HeNb3s. Kak MOXKHO CTOJNBKO CHIJIBI TPAaTUTh Ha 3Ty HPOKJIATYIO OBILY, €CIIM TaM
ocraBaics toBapuil? Koneuno, COTHUKOB OBLI ellle HB U HamoMuHal o ceOe BoicTpenamu. Ilo
CYIIECTBY, OH MPHUKpPbIBaN Pribaka, TeM cracasi ero oT rudenu, Ho eMy caMoMy OBbLIIO OYEHb II0XO.
Emy yxe He BeIOpaThesi. A PpiGaky Tak mpocTo ObUIO YITH — BpsJ] JIU €rO Teleph TOTOHSAT.

Ho uto oH ckaxer B necy?

Bcest HEMPUTISIIHOCTE €ro MPEeKHEro HaMepeHHsl cTaja CTOJIb OYeBHJIHOW, uyTo PhIOak THXO
BBIPYTraJicsi ¥ B CMSTCHUU OIYCTHJICS Ha Kpall OoBpakka. Bpamm, 3a KycTapHHUKOM, T'POXHYI €Ile
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OJIUH BBICTpPEN, U OOJIbIIIE BEICTPENIOB C MPUTOpKa yxKe He Obu10. «MOXET, TaM 4TO U3MEHUIIOCH, —
noxyman Pribak. Hactynmuna xakas-To TsArydas maysa, B T€UYEHHE KOTOPOW y HErO OKOHYATEIIbHO
CO3PEJI0 HOBOE PEILECHUE, U OH BCKOYMIL

Crapasich He paccyxaaTh 00Jblie, OH OBICTPBIM IIarOM JABHHYJICS 110 CBOEMY CIIeAy Ha3al.

naBa wecTan

COTHHMKOB HE MMeEJN HAMEpPEHHs HAYMHATH IMEPECTPENKy — OH MPOCTO ymaj Ha CKJIOHE, B
roJI0BE 3aKPYKUJIOCh, BCE BOKPYT MOILIBIIO, U OH UCIIYTAJICA, YTO Y)K€ HE IMOJIHUMETCH.

Otcroma eMy XOpomo ObUIO BUAHO, Kak PpiOak BHH3Y M30 BCEX CHJI MYAJICS K KYCTapHHKY,
PYKH €ro Ho-TIpexXxHeMy ObUIH 3aHATHI Holel, 1 COTHUKOB HE TI03BaJl €0, He KPUKHYJ, TOTOMY Kak
3HAJ: CIacaTbCsl YK€ MO3/HO. 3aJbIXasCh OT YCTAJNOCTH, OH HEMOJBM)KHO JISKAN B CHETY, ITOKa He
yCIBIIIAN C33/I1 TOJIOCa U HE MOHSJI, YTO €r0 CKOPO CXBATAT. Torna oH BRITAIIWI U3 CHEra BUHTOBKY
¥, 4TOOBl HAa MUHYTY OTOABHHYTH OT c€0sl TO caMO€ CTpAIHOE, YTO JOJDKHO OBLJIO MPOHM30UTH,
BBICTpENWI B cyMepKu. I1ycTh 3HAIOT, YTO Tak MPOCTO OH UM HE JTaCTCA.

HaBepHo, ero BwICTpeN MOACHCTBOBAN: OHM TaM, B TOJie, BpoJe Obl OCTaHOBUINCH. M oH
MoJyMaJl, YTO HaJI0 BOCIOJB30BATHCS CIy4aeM M BCE K€ MOIBITAThCS YUTU. XOTS OH M 3HAJ, YTO
IIIAHCHI €r0 CIUIIKOM HUYTOXKHBI, OH BCE JK€ COBJIaall CO CBOEH CIIab0CThI0, HANIPATCS U, ONEPIINChH
Ha BHMHTOBKY, BCTal. B 3T0 BpeMs OHM MOSBWINCH HEOXXHUJAHHO OJNU3KO OT HEro — TpH
HETOIBIDKHBIX CHITy3Ta Ha cepoM ropOy npuropka. HaBepHo 3aMeTuB ero, KpailHuil crpaBa 4To-TO
BCKpUKHYJT, 1 COTHHKOB, TIOYTH HE IIESCh, BBICTPEIMI BTOPOH pa3. bbuio BUIHO, Kak OHU TaM
[IapaxHyJIUCh OT €ro IyJu, MPUCENTH WM MPUTHYJIUCh B OXHJIAHUM HOBBIX BhICTpenoB. OH ke,
3arpebas OypkamH CHeET, IIaTKO M HEYBEPEHHO MO0eXasl BHU3, KAXKIYI0 CEKYyHJy PHUCKYS CHOBa
pacractaTbCsl Ha 3aCHEKEHHOM CKJIOHE. PpIOak yxe ObLI Janeko, Moja CaMbIM KyCTapHHKOM, U
COTHMKOB TIOJyMaJl: MOKET, yiiieT? OH U caM M3 MOCIEIHUX CHJI CTapalcs MOJalIbIIe OTOeXaTh OT
3TOTO MPUTOPKA, HO HE CJeTall U COTHH IIaroB, KaK C3a1 MOYTH 3aJIII0OM YAAPHIU BBICTPEIBL.

Heckonpko maroB oH emie Oexas, YK€ YyBCTBYs, 4TO YMaJET, — B MpaBOM Oeape BIPYr
3aIeKJIo, JIMMKasg ropsyas MOKPsAb MOMOJ3/a 1Mo KoJieHy B Oypok. Ele depe3 HECKOJIBKO IIaroB
MIOYTH TepecTal YyBCTBOBATh HOTY, KOTOpas OBICTPO TsDKENeNa U C TPYAOM IMOJYMHATIACH E€MY.
Yepes MHUHYTY OH pyxHyn Ha cHer. CuibHOM 0OJHM, OJHAKO, HE YYyBCTBOBAJN, OBUIO TOJBKO
HECTEPIHUMO KapKOo B TPyIAM M OYECHb JKIJIO BBINIE KOJEHAa. B IITaHWHE BCEe CTajJ0 MOKPBIM.
Hexotopoe Bpems nexain, 10 0oy 3aKycuB Iy0y. B co3Hanum yxe He ObUIO CTpaxa, KOTOPBIA OH
MEPeXHI paHbllle, He ObUIO Ja)ke COXAJCHHs — MPHIUIO JIMIIb TPE3BOE U OYyATO HE €ro, a 4be-TO
MIOCTOPOHHEE, YyXKO€ U OTYETIMBOE MOHMMAaHME BCEHl HEOTBPATUMOCTH CKOpoil rumbenn. Crierka
YIUBJISIO, YTO OHA HACTUIJIA €0 TaK BHE3AITHO, KOT/Ia MEHbIIe Bcero ee kaai. CKOJbKO pa3 B
camble O€3BBIXO/IHBIE MUHYTBI CMEpPTh BCE-TaKu 00Xojmia ero ctopoHoil. Ho Tyt oGoiiTH yxe He
MOrJIa.

Czagu omsTh MOCIBIIIATKCH T0JIOCA — HABEPHO, 3TO MPHUOIIKAINCEH MOJTUIAU, YTOObI B3SITh
€ro JKUBBIM WUJIM MEPTBBIM. VCIIBITBIBas OBICTPO YCUIIMBAIOIIYIOCS 0OJIb B HOTE U €/1Ba MPEBO3MOTast
c1aboCTh, OH MPUMOAHSJICS Ha pykax, cen. [loysl mmHenu, Oypku, pykaBa U KOJIEHH ObUIU TYCTO
BBIBISIHBI B CHETY, Ha IITAaHUHE BBIIIE KOJICHA PacIUIbIBAJIOCh MOKPOE IMATHO KpoBH. Brpouewm, oH
y)Ke mepectan oOpamaTb Ha 3TO BHMMaHHE — JBHHYB 3aTBOPOM, BBIODOCHJI M3 BHHTOBKH
CTPEJISIHYIO THJIB3Y M TOCTAJl HOBBIH MaTpPOH.

OH cHOBa yBU/IE] TPOUX HA CKJIOHE — OJIMH BIIEPEIM, IBOE C3alM, — HESICHbIE TeHU HE OYCHb
YBEPEHHO CITyCKaJUCh ¢ MpUropka. C:kaB 3yObl, OH OCTOPO’KHO BBITSIHYJ Ha CHET'Y PaHEHYIO HOTY,
Jer W TuiatejabHee, YeM Mpexnae, mpuienwics. Kak TonbKo 3BYK BBICTpENa OTJIETEN BJANlb, OH
YBHJIEN; YTO TaM, Ha CKJIOHE, BCE Pa3oM yIalii, M cpa3y )K€ B HOUHOW THILIMHE 3arpoXalid UX T'YJIKHUE
BUHTOBOYHBIE BBICTpenbl. OH TOHSUI, YTO 3ajiep)kKajl MX, 3aCTaBMJI CUMTAThCA C COOOH, M 3TO
BBI3BAJI0 KOPOTKOE YAOBJIEeTBOpeHue. Paccnabmsisich mocie 00JIe3HEHHOTO HANpPsHKEHUS, OIMYCTHIICS
n6om Ha npukian. OH CIUIIKOM ycTal, YTOObI HEMPEPHIBHO CICIUTHh 32 HUMU MIIM XOPOHHUTHCS OT
UX BBICTPEJIOB, M THXO JIeXall, mpudeperas OCTaTKH CBOEH CIOCOOHOCTH BBICTPEIUTH ele. A Te, ¢
MPUTOpKa, APYNKHO OMIIM 1O HEMY U3 BUHTOBOK. Pa3a /iBa OH yCINbIIIaN M MyJK — OJHA B3BU3THYJA
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Ha/ TOJIOBOM, JIpyras yaapuia rje-To HOJ JIOKOTb, 001aB Juio cHeroM. OH HE MOUIEBENUIICS —
nycTh ObtoT. Ecnu yOBIOT, Tak 4To ... HO moka >uB, OH UX K cebe He TOIITYCTHUT.

CMept B 000 OH He Oosicsi — mepebosuIcs yXKe 3a JEeCSITOK CaMbIX Oe3BBIXOJHBIX
MOJIOKEHHM, — CTpalIHO OBLIO CTaTh Ui APYTUX oOy30H, Kak 3TO CIYYWIOCh C MX B3BOJHBIM
Kmauenko. Ocenpto B KpbDKOBCKOM JieCy TOT ObUT paHEH OCKOJIKOM B JKUBOT, H OHU COBEPIIEHHO
M3MY4YWIINCh, TIOKAa TAIlWIM €ro Mo OOJOTYy MUMO Kaparesei, KOoTJa KaKJOMy HEJErKo ObLIOo
y0epeub cCOOCTBEHHYIO TOJIOBY. A BeuepoM, Korjaa BeIOpaiuch B Oe3omacHoe mecto, JKmaueHKo
CKOHYAJICS.

CoTHHKOB 60JIbIIE BCEro 0OsICS MMEHHO TaKOW Y4acTH, XOTs, KaXKETCs, Takas ero MUHYeT.
Cnacrucs, pazymeercs, He npuzercs. Ho oH ObuT B CO3HAaHMM U UMEIN OpYy>Kue — 3To riaaBHoe. Hora
KaK-TO CTpPaHHO MEpPTBENa OT CTONBI 0 Oe/ipa, OH YK€ HE YYBCTBOBAJI U TEIUIOTHI KPOBU, KOTOPOH,
HaBEPHO, HATEKJIO Hemaso. Te, Ha MpUTropKe, Mocjae HECKOJIBKUX BBICTPEIOB Teneph BehkuAamu. Ho
BOT KTO-TO M3 HUX NOJHsuICA. OcTanbHbIE OCTANHCh JIEKATh, a 3TOT OJUH YEPHOU TEHBIO OBICTPO
CKaTHUJICSI CO CKJIOHA M 3amep. COTHMKOB MOTSHYJCS PYKaMH K BUHTOBKE M MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK OH
ocnaben. K Tomy ke cunbHeil crana 6oneTh Hora. boiyieno mouemy-To KOJEHO M CYXOXKWIIME I0JT
HUM, XOTs ITyJis TIoTania Bhie, B 0epo. OH ckaj 3yObl U cierka OBEPHYJICS Ha JIeBBIH OOK, 4TOOBI
C IPaBOTO CHATHh YaCTh HArpy3ku. B TOT jkeé MOMEHT Ha MPUTOpPKE MENIbKHYJA €Ile OJHa TeHb —
CHaeTcs, OHU TaM II0 BCEM IpaBUIaM apMENUCKOM TaKTHUKH, MepeOekKaMu, TPUOIIKaINCh K HEMY.
On poxpancs, Moka MOJHUMETCS TPETUM, U BhICTpeNwl. BeicTpennn Hayraa, mpuOIU3UTENBHO —
MYIIKa ¥ IPOpe3b ObLIHU IJI0X0 Pa3IUYUMBbl B CyMpake. B 0TBET onsATh 3arpoxaiu BEICTPEINbI OTTyAA
— Ha 3TOT pa3 OKOJIO JIeCsITKa, He MeHbIle. Koraa BRICTpeNbl YTHXJIM, OH BBIHYJ U3 KapMaHa HOBYIO
000¥iMy M Tiepe3apsiuil BUHTOBKY. Bce-Taku maTpoHbl Hajgo OblIO Oepedb, MX OCTaBajloCh BCETO
MSATHAIATD.

HaBepHoe, MHOTO BpEMEHHU OH IPOJIekKal B 3TOM CHery. Teno Hayano Mep3HyTh, HOra Ooserna
Bce 0OJIbIE; OT CTYXH U OTEPU KPOBH CTaJ JIOHUMATh 03HOO. BBIIO OUeHb MyUHTENBHO XKIaTh. A
T€, TOCTPENSIB, CMOJIKIM, OyATO MpOMalyd B HOYM — HHUTJAE Ha MPUTOpPKE HE MOSBUIOCH HU OIHOM
TeHu. Ho OH uyBCTBOBaJI, YTO BPSAJ JIM OHU OCTABAT €r0 TYT — IMOCTAPAIOTCS B3ATH KUBBIM HITH
MepTBBIM. Ml OH Mo IyMa: a MOKeT, OHU moAmno3aoT? Mnu on ctan mnoxo Buaets? OT cmaboctu B
rjlazax Hayald MeNbTeIIUTh TeMHbIe NATHA, cjierka mnoTamHuBago. OH HCIyrajics, 4yTo MOXKET
MOTEPSTh CO3HAHUE, U TOTJIAa CIYYUTCS TO caMoe XyJIIee, Yero oH OoJbIle BCEro OOSICS Ha 3TOM
BOifHE. 3HAYUT, MOCTEeIHEE, I Yero OH J0JDKEH cOepedb OCTATKH CBOMX MAJIbIX CHJI, — HE CaThCs
KHUBBIM.

COTHHMKOB OCTOPOXHO TMPHUIOAHSI TOJOBY — B MOPO3HBIX CYMEpKax BIIEPEIH YTO-TO
MmenbkHynno. Yenoek? Ho Bckope OH c oOJeryeHueM IOHSUI, YTO OWIMOCS: Tepea CTBOJIOM
MenbTemuiaa ObuInHKa OyphsiHa. Toraa, caepKuBasi CTOH, OH TIOIISBEIUI PAHEHOW HOTOMH, KOTOPYIO
TYT e MPOH3MJIAa CKBO3HAs Cy10pora 00JIi, HEMHOTO MOJIBUTal KoJieHOM. IlanbIieB cTymmHu OH yxe
HE YYBCTBOBaJl BOBce. Brpouem, uepT ¢ HUMHM, C MajbllaMd, TyMal OH, TEIEPb OHU HU K YeMy.
Bropas Hora ObLi1a BIIOJIHE 3/I0pPOBOH.

Bpemenu, HaBepHO, MPOIUIO HEMAJO, @ MOXKET, U HE TaK MHOTO — OH YK€ YTpaTHJ BCSKOE
ollylieHue BpeMeHH. Ero TpeBokmia Temepb camasi TJaBHas MBICIb: HE JaTh ce0sl 3aXBaTHThb
Bpacriox. Ilogo3peBas, 4TO OHM MON3YT, U YTOOBI Kak-HUOYIb 3a7epiKaTh WX MPUOIMKEHUE, OH
MPUIIOKIICSA K BUHTOBKE M OISATH BhICTpenwi. Ho mommman Meanuiu 4To-To, ¥ OH MOJyMall, uTo,
MOJKET, OHM 3aIOJI3JIH B JIOIIMHY M MOKa HE BUJIAT €ro. Toraa oH TakKe PelIrl BOCHOIb30BaThCs
3TON MaJICHbKON MEePEIBIIIKON U MyUUTEIBHO IepeBaTIICS Ha OOK.

Cmep3muiicss 6ypok BooOIIe MIOXO CHUMAJICS C HOTH, ceiyac ero Hajxo ObUIO COapaTh, HE
BcraBas. 1 COTHUKOB CKOPYMIICS, HANPATCS, O CKPHIIAa CXKajl YeIIOCTH M U30 BCEX CHJI MOTSIHYI
Oypok. IlepBas momeITka HHMYero He pAaja. Yepe3 MHHYTY OH YK€ H3HEMOT, >KapKO JbIIIAl,
o0nMBasch XOJOAHBIM TOTOM. Ho, mepenoXHyB HEMHOIO M OTJISAEBIINCH, C emle OoJbliel
PEIIMMOCTBIO YXBAaTUIICA 32 OYpOK.

OH cTanu ero nocje MATOM WM MIECTON MOMBITKH U, BKOHEL 00eCCHIIEB, HECKOJIBKO MUHYT
HE MOT TIOLIeBeNUThca Ha cHery. [loTom, 60sich He ycreTh, OpocHi Ha CHEr OYpOK S IIPUITIOIHSIT
rosiioBy. Caaercsi, mepes HUM HUKOTO He Obl1o, Terneph mycTh OeryT — OH ObLT TOTOB MPUKOHYHUTH
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ce0s1, CTOMJIO TOJIBKO BIEPETH B IOA00POJOK CTBOJ BUHTOBKHU U MaJIbIIeM HOTH HaXxathb ciyck. 1 on
MOPAJ0BANICA TUXOHU 3710 pajioCThIO: BCE-TAKU JKUBBIM €ro He Bo3bMyT. Ho y Hero emie ObutH aBE
000¥MBI MATPOHOB — MU OH JACT MOCHEeIHUN cBOM 00il. OH MpUBCTAN BBIIIE — IJI€-TO JOJDKHBI K
OHHU OBITh, 3T €0 MPOTUBHUKH, HE CKBO3b 3EMJIIO K€ OHU MPOBAIMIIUC...

[Touemy-To uX He oOKazanoch MoOiaM3ocTH. WM, MOXeET, OH YXe IUIOXO BHJEN B HOYH?
Brpouem, HOub Kak OynTO MOTEMHENa, MECSI] BBEPXY OMNATh KyAa-TO Hcye3. 3HAYUT, >KU3Hb
BCE-TaKM OKOHYUTCA HOYBIO, IIOAYMaJl OH, B MpayHOM, IIPOMEp3LIEM II0JIe, NPU IOJHOM
onuHovecTBe, Oe3 monei. Ilotom ero, HaBepHOE, OTBE3YT B MOJMIHUIO, Pa3JA€HYT M 3apOIOT
rae-Hu0yb Ha KOHCKOM MOTHIJIBHUKE. 3apOI0T, U HUKTO HHUKOTJa HE y3HAeT, Yel TaM MOKOUTCS
npax. bparckas Morumna, KoTopas KOrja-To CTpalluia ero, celdac crajga HEJOCTHKMMOW MEUTOH,
MIOYTH POCKOIIBI0. BripodyeM, Bce 3TO Menouu. Y Hero yxe He 0CTaBaJIOCh HUUYETO TAaKOro, O YeM Obl
CTOWJIO TOKaJeTh Tepes KOHLOM. Pa3Be uTO 3Ta BUHTOBKA, 0€30TKa3HO MPOCIY)KMBILIAS €My Ha
BoitHe. Hu pa3y oHa He 3aena, HM €JUHBIM MEXaHM3MOM HE MOJBeNa MpH cTpensde, 00l ee ObLI
YAUBUTEIBHO CIIPABEH U METOK. J[pyrue uMenu CKOpOCTPENbHbIE HEMELKME aBTOMAThI, HEKOTOPbIE
Hocw CBT — oH ke He paccTaBalicss CO CBOEH TpexinHeKkoi. [lon3uMbl oHa Obla ero HaIeKHOM
3alIUTHHUIIEH, a Terepb BOT, HABEPHO, JOCTAHETCS] KAKOMY-HHOY b TIOJIHUIIAIO. ..

Hauana mep3nyTth ero Oocas Hora. He xBarano eme OTMOpPO3HUTh €€ — KaK TOTJa HaXaTb
cryck? IlpeBo3Moras ciabocTh U 00Jb, OH MOIIEBEIUIICS B CHETY M BAPYT 3aMETHJI Ha NMPUTOpPKE
nBukeHue. ToNbKO HE OTTyAa K HEMY, a TyZAa. J[Be elBa 3aMETHbIE, Pa3MbIThIE B CyMEpPKax TEHU
MEIJICHHO JBUTAIUCH MO CKJIOHY BBepX. CKOPO OHM OBUIM YK€ Ha CaMOM BepXy NMPHUTOpPKa, U OH HE
MOT HOHSTbH, YTO TaM CIy4usoch. OHU HaBEpHSKAa KyIa-TO OTIPABJSUIMCH — BO3MOYXHO, K CaHAM
WJIY 32 TIOMOILIBIO, OH HE CMEIl JaKe U M0AyMaTh, 4YTO OHU OCTABJISUIM €r0. Ho OH SIBCTBEHHO BUJEIN:
OHU BO3BPALAINCh K JOPOTE.

3HauuT, OH ocraBajics oAuH. Ho Benp OH Bce paBHO JOJIT0 HE BBIAEPKUT TaK Ha MOPO3E,
nocpenu 1noJist ¥ OyAeT JUIIb MeJUIEHHO TOru0aTh OT CTYXH M MOTEpU KPOBHU. ByITo 3115Ch HA HUX
3a 3TO UX BEPOJIOMCTBO, COTHUKOB KO€-KaK IIPULIEIHUIICS U BBICTPEIINIL.

W TyT OH NOHsJ, YTO OIAcaJICs HAIPACHO: HEBJAJIEKE I10J IIPUTOPKOM IIPO3BYYall BBICTPEI B
OTBET. 3HAUUT, KapayibllUK Bce ke ocrajics. Te, HaBepHOE, OTPAaBUIIMCh 33 ITOMOIIBIO, & OJHOTO
OCTaBWJIM CIIEJUTh 3a HUM M JiepKaTh ero moja oobcrpenom. HaBepHO, OHU cOOOpasuiM, 4TO OH
paHEeH U JaJIeKo He yiiaer. UTo Xk, Bce IPaBUIIBHO.

OnHako HOBBIM MOBOPOT Jefa Ja)Ke BOOIYIIEBHUII €ro — ¢ OJHUM MOKHO OBLJIO TTOOOPOTHCS.
IInoxo, mpaBaa, 4To OH HE BUJET CBOETO NPOTUBHUKA — HABEPHO, YIaUHO 3aMacKHUpoBaJics, raa. A
[I0 BBICTpENIaM HOYBIO HE OYEHb yrajaaellb, Iae TOT 3acel. Ilonumail ke, 0 BCEW BEPOSATHOCTH,
JepXkall ero Ha rnpuiene — crowio COTHUKOBY NPUIOIHATH IOJIOBY, KaK BAAJIU I'POXal BBICTPEI.
3HAaYNT, TIPUACTCS JISKATh U MEp3HYTh. O3HOO yXe Tpsic ero HenpepblBHO, 1 COTHHKOB MOyMall,
YTO JIOJITO TAaK HE IPOTSHET.

Ho oH TsHy’, HEM3BECTHO HAa YTO HAAEACH, XOTSA TaK MPOCTO MOT ObI MOKOHYHUTH CO BCEM.
Moxket, oH 3axoten cnactuchk? [lo-BuauMMoMy, 3aX0Ten, 0COOEHHO Tenepb, KOTAa Te CHsUIM Ocany.
Tonpko kak? [1o3TH OH HE MOT, paHEHOW HOTOH cTapalicsi He ABUrath Jaxke. Ho 310poBas ero Hora
yKe 3amep3ajia — 3Ha4uT, OH BOBCE OCTaBajICcs 6e3 HOT. A 6e3 HOT Kakoe criaceHue?

OcTaBUB B CHEr'y BUHTOBKY, OH IIOBEPHYJICS Ha OOK M, HE TIOJAHUMAs TOJIOBBI, IOUCKAJl OYPOK.
Tor nexan 6nu3ko, royneHuiieM B cHery. OH AOoTsAHyncs 10 OypKa, BBICHINAJ CHEr M Haval
HaIIYIbIBaTh €r0 OKOYCHEBIIEH HOroW, 4ToOBl HaAeTh. Hanerh, ogHaKo, HE YIAlOCh — 3TO
0Ka3aJoch TpyJQHEE, YeM CHsTh. Hora ToiapKo BOILIAa B FOJIEHUINE, KaK OMATh 3aKpYXKUJIach T0OJI0BA,
U OH CXKaJCs, CTapasiCh MepeTepreTh MPHUCTyN cinadoctu U 6onu. B 310 BpeMs GaxHy:l M T'YJIKUM
MOPO3HBIM 3XOM IMOKATHUJICS MO TOJIIO BBICTPEN — OTTYAA K€, U3-110j npuropka. Ilotom OaxHyso B
Apyroui pas u B Tpetuid. Ilynb, oqHako, OH He ycIbIIal, Ja OH U HE BCIYIIUBAJICA BOBCE. bOokoM,
CKOPYMBIIUCH B CBOEM CHEXHOM JIeXKOUIIE, OH 30 BCEX CHUJI CTapalicsi HaTsHyTh Oypok. U ou
HATSHYJI €r0 XOTS M He JI0 KOHIIA, KOe-KaK, U eMy cTajio jierde. OH ga)ke MOBEPHYJ JIUIO, YTOOBI HE
TaK CUJILHO XKTJIO Ha CHETY IIEKY U J00.

W Bapyr oH yciblan HENOHATHO OTKYAA JOHECUIUICS I0JIOC:

— CotHukoB, COTHHKOB...
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OT0 mopasuio €ro, U OH MOJIyMal, 4YTO, HABEPHOE, EMY yX€ MepeluTcsa. Tem He MeHee OH
OTJISIHYJICS — C3a/11 B TEMHOTE BOPOIIUIIOCH YTO-TO )KMBOE, BpOJie OBl JaXke TMOI3 KTO-TO ¥ MOBTOPSII
C TUXOU HaCTOMYMBOCTBIO:

— CotHukoB, COTHUKOB!

Hy, pa3zymeercs, 310 Ppibak! COTHHMKOB OTYETIMBO PacCibIIIal €ro HU3KUHA BCTPEBOKECHHBIH
roJoC ¥ TOrJa pa3oM OOMSIK B CBOEM MYYUTEIbHOM HaNpPsKEHUU. XOTs ellle ObUIO HEesSCHO, XOPOIIO
3TO WM HeT, uTo PpiOak BepHyscs (MOXET, MyTh K OTXOAy OBLI TakKe OTpe3aH), HO OH BIPYT
MOHSJ: TUOETh OTKIIAbIBACTCS.

naBa ceabmasn

OHM momoi3nu K KycTapHUKY — Boepeau Peibak, 3a HUM COTHHMKOB. DTO ObUI JONTHA,
W3HYpUTENbHBIN ITyTh. COTHUKOB HE YCIEBaJI 3a TOBAPUILEM, a MHOT'1a M BOBCE 3aMHpajl B CHEKHOU
6opo3zne, u Torga Peibak, pa3BepHYBIINCH, XBAaTal €ro 3a BOPOT LIMHETH M Talluia 3a coboil. On
Tak)Ke BBIOWJICS M3 CHJI — MaJIo TOTO, 4To nmomoran COTHHKOBY, €IIe BOJIOK, Ha cebe 00e BUHTOBKH,
KOTOpBIE BCE BPEMS CBAIMBAJINCH CO CIIMHBI U 3acTpeBaiM B cHery. Houb moTemHena, B cympadHoi
JBIMKE COBCEM IIPOTAJ MECALl — 3TO, BOBMOXHO, U crnacio ux. IlpaBna, u3-noj npuropka asa pasa
XJIOITHYJIM BBICTPEJIBI — HABEPHO, TOT MOJIMLIAN BCE )K€ YTO-TO 3aMETHII.

Koe-kak 100paBImmch 10 Kpas KyCTapHHMKA, OHH 3aJIETIIH MEXIY MATKHX 3aCHEKEHHBIX KOUEK
— TEeMHBIE€ BETKHU OJIbIIIAHMWKA HETJIOXO CKPBIBAIM UX B HOYHBIX CyMepKax. Pbi6ak Obll1 BeCb MOKpPBIi
— Tasl CHET B PyKaBax U 3a BOPOTHUKOM MOJYIIyOKa, OT OOMIBHOTO MoTa B3MOKIIa ciuHa. OH Tak
ycTal, Kak He ycTaBaj, HaBepHOE, HUKOIJA B >KU3HHM, U OECHOMOIIHO JIeKal HUYKOM, JIMIIb
MOTJISI/IBIBast B CTOPOHY MPHUTOpKa: He OeryT Jin 3a HUMHU. Ho c3aau HUKOTO He ObLIO, MOJIUIAi XOTh
U 3aMETHJI 4TO-TO, HO TPECIIeZI0BAaTh, HABEPHO, HE OTBAXMIICS — TYT HENOJTO OBUIO U CaMOMy
CXJIOTIOTATh MYJIIO.

— Hy, xak Th1? — moman rosioc Peibak, Bce elie »apko AbINIAa T'YCTBIM, BHIUMBIM JaXe B
CyMepKax IapoM.

— Innoxo, — eaBa caplHO npu3Hancs COTHUKOB.

On nexan Ha OOKy, 3alIpOKMHYB TOJIOBY B IUIOTHO oOJeraBIlIell ee cMepalieiics MUIOTKE.
Panenas ero Hora Obula ciierka HMPUIOTHATA KOJEHOM BBEPX M MEIJKO, HEPBHO jApoxana. Ppibak
THUXO PO ceOs BBIpYTaCs.

— JlaBaii Tporath. A TO... 00JIOKYT — HE BBIPBEIIIHCS.

OH npunoHsics, HO, IPEXKJE YEM BCTATh, BHITAIMI U3-3a2 BOPOTHUKA y COTHHKOBA CMATOE
CBOE IOJIOTEHIIE U JPOKALIUMHU OT YCTAJIOCTH PyKaMM TYTO IEPEBs3al €ro HOTYy BBIIIE KOJIEHA.
CoTHHKOB pa3a JBa JEpHYJCS OT 00JIM U 3aJepxall JbIXaHue, MoaaBiisAs CTOH. Ppibak, mpuBcTaB Ha
KOJIEHU, [IO/ICTaBUJI EMY CIIUHY:

— Hy, nerusiics.

— Ilomoxxmu, st caM, MOXKET...

Cnabo 3aBopomuBIIMCh Ha cHery, COTHHUKOB KOE-KaKk TIOJHSJICS Ha OJHO KOJIEHO, C
00JIE3HEHHOM OCTOPO’KHOCTBIO OTCTaBISIi B CTOPOHY PAHEHYIO HOTY, MOMBITANCS MHOTHATHCS
COBCEM, HO 3TO €MY HE Y/aJ0Ch.

— Kyna tebe! A ny nepxuch!

Pri0ak moaxBaTui ero moja pyky, ¥ COTHUKOB HAaKOHEI[ BCTaJl; CHJIBHO MPUIIAasi HA PaHEHYIO
HOTY, clenay jaBa Imara. 91o oboapmio Pribaka — ecnu 4yenmoBeK Ha HOrax, TO, HaBepHO, HE BCE
noTepsiHo. A To, Kak npunoi3 K COTHUKOBY UM y3HaJI, YTO TOT paHEH, CTaJI0 HE HO cebe: YTO OH MOT
clleNnath ¢ HUM B TakoM moJiokeHnu? Teneps PbiOak MoHEMHOTY cTal yCHOKauBaThes, MOJIyMasB,
YTO, MOXKET, elle KaK-TM00 yIacTcsi BEIBEPHYTHCS.

C nomomrsio Pribaka COTHHKOB HEYKIIOKE MEPecTynus pa3 u Apyroil. OHM mone3nu B
HETyCTOM 311eCh, HHU3KOPOCIHBI KYCTAPHHK C €ro pBHIXJIBIM U JIOBOJHHO TIyOOKHMM CHETOM.
CoTHHMKOB OJHOU pyKoH nepxaiyicsi 3a PwiOaka, a apyroil xparajics Ha XOAy 3@ CThUIbIE BETKU
OJIBIIIAHUKA M, CUJIBHO TMPHUIIAJas HAa PaHEHYIO0 HOTY, M30 BCEX CHJI CTapajcs CTymarh ObicTpee. B
IPyAN y HEro BCE XPHUIIENO C KAaKUM-TO HEXOPOLIMM IPUCBUCTOM, MHOTAA OH HAayMHAI TIyXO U
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MYYHUTEIBHO KallIsTh, U PbIOaK Bech CXHUMaiCsA: UX JIETKO MOIJIM yCiblaTh u3gaiun. Ho oH
Mourgai. OH yxe He CIpalIuBall O CAMOYYBCTBUU — HE JaBasi ce0e Mmepe bk, HACTOMYMBO TaIllUII
CoTHHKOBA CKBO3b 3apOCIIH.

3a KyCTapHHKOM TIOCJI€ JIOIIMHBI, OKa3aBIICWCS JOBOJILHO TPOCTOPHBIM 3aMEpP3IIUM
00JI0TOM, OISATh HAyaJICS KPYTOBATBHIA MOJbEM Ha MPUTOpoK. OHM HAaUCKOCh BCKapaOKaluCh Ha
Hero, M Ppibak mouyBCTBOBaJ, YTO CHJBI ero Ha ucxoje. OH yke HE B COCTOSHUH ObLI
noaepxuBatb COTHUKOBA, KOTOPBIM BCe Ipy3HEe OceAai KHU3Y, la U caM TaK M3HEMOT, YTO OHH,
HE CroBapHBasiCh, MOYTH OJHOBPEMEHHO PYXHYJIU B cHer. [loTom, cOCperoTO4eHHO M T'POMKO
IBIIIA, JOJITO JIEKAIW Ha CKIOHE C YIMBUTEIBHBIM paBHOAYIIMEM Ko BceMmy. IlpaBna, Pribak
MOHKUMAJI, YTO C MUHYTHI Ha MUHYTY UX MOTYT HACTUYb TOJIMLIAH, OH BCE BPEMs XKIaJ UX POKOBOTO
OKpHKa, HO BCE PaBHO TEJIO €ro ObLI0 OECCHIIBHO 0J10JIETh CKOBABIIYIO YCTaOCTb.

MokeT, 4eTBepTh 4aca CITyCTs, HECKOJIBKO CIPaBsCh C JBIXaHUEM, OH MOBEpHYJCS Ha OOK.
COTHHMKOB JIeXkal psAIOM U MEJIKO APOKall B 03HOOE.

— IlaTpons! ocTanucs?

— Onna o6oiima, — riryxo npoxpunen COTHHKOB.

— Ecnu uro, 6ynem oTOMBaThCH.

— He ouens oToObenIbes.

JIeWCTBUTENBHO, € JBAJALATHIO MATPOHAMH HE JOJT0 MpPOAEpKUIIbes, ayman Pribak, HO
JpYyroro BbIXOJA y HHX HE OcTaBajoch. He cnaBaThcs e B KOHIIE KOHIIOB B IUIEH — HPUIETCS
JpaThCSL.

— U1 otkyna ux uept npunec? — Ppibak ¢ HOBOW CHIION Hauan MepeKuBaTh CIyYHBILIEECS. —
BoT yx nelicTBuTensHO: 6ea 0Ha HE XOHT. ..

COTHMKOB MoOJIYa JeKall, ¢ HEMajbIM YCHJIMEM MOJAaBisisl CTOHbI. Ero moremHeBmiee Ha
CTY)Xe, MCTEep3aHHOE OOJbI0O JIMIO C 3aWHAEBEBLICH OT JAbIXaHWA LIETHHON BAPYT IOKa3ajoCh
Ppi0aky MmouYTH HE3HAKOMBIM, YY)KMM, M 3TO BBI3BAJI0O B HEM KaKHE-TO CKBEPHBIC MPEIYyBCTBHUS.
Pri0ak motymait, 4to Jiena HarmapHuKa, HO-BUAUMOMY, COBCEM IJIOXH.

— Ouensb OomuT?

— Bbonut, — 6ypkuyn COTHHKOB.

— Tepnu, — rpyboBato moadoapuin Pribak, momaBisisi B ceOe HEBOJBHOE M COBEPLICHHO
HEYMECTHOE Telepb YyBCTBO JKAJOCTH. 3aTeM OH CEJl Ha CHEr M Hayasl 03a004YeHHO OCMaTpHUBAaTh
MECTHOCTb, KOTOpas MOKa3ajlaCh COBCEM HE3HAKOMOM: KaKOoe-TO XOJMHUCTOE I0Jie, HeNaleKun
JIECOK WJIM POLIMIIA, a TJe ObUT OOJNBLION, HYKHBIH UM JIeC, OH HE UMENI O TOM HUKAKOTO MOHSATHSI.
3akpyTUBIINCH BO BpeMs OercrBa B KyCTapHHUKE, OH BJIpYr IepecTal IOHHMMaThb, TJe OHHU
HAXOJWJIMCh U B KAKOM HalpaBICHUH MOXKHO BBINTH K CBOHM.

DTO OTO3BAJIOCH B JyIIe HOBOW TPEBOrol — HE XBaraino emie 3a0myautbes. OH xoTen
3aroBOpUTh 00 3TOM ¢ COTHHKOBBIM, HO TOT JICKaIl PSiIOM, OyATO HE YyBCTBYS YK€ HU TPEBOTH, HU
CTY)XH, KOTOpasi CTaHOBUJIACh BCE HECTEpIHMMeEE Ha XOJOTHOM BeTpy B moJje. PasropsuenHoe mpu
X0ab0€ TeI0 OYeHb CKOpO Hayaj npodupaTth Mopo3. [loka, oHaKo, yCTaaoCTh MPUKOBBIBATA UX K
3emie, u Ppibak BcMmaTpuBalicsi B CyMepEYHbIE OKPECTHOCTH, MYYUTENIBHO cooOpaxas, Kyna
MOJIaThCH.

OH meITascs ONMpeneNuTh 3TO, THIETHO BOCCTAHABIMBAs B NMaMATH UX IMYyTaHbIM MyTh CIOJA, a
WHCTMHKT CAMOCOXPAHEHHs HACTOMYMBO TOJKAJd €ro B HAalpaBICHUH, IPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOM
KYCTapHHKY, 32 KOTOPBIM MX HacTuria noiaunus. Kazamock, monuman onsaTh MOSBATCS MO UX CIEIY
OTTYJa, CIE0BATENBHO, HA0 OBIIO YXOIUTh B TPOTHUBOIOJIOKHYIO CTOPOHY.

Kornma 310 4yBCTBO OKOHYATEIHHO OBJIAAENO MM, PpiOak BcTal M MOBECHJI Ha IUie4o 00e
BHUHTOBKH.

— JlaBaii kak-HHOYIb. ..

COTHMKOB Hauyai ¢ TPYJIOM IMOJHUMAThbcs, PpIOaK M Ha 3TOT pa3 MOJJEp)Kal €ro, HO TOT,
OKa3aBIIMCh HAa HOTaX, BBICBOOOINIT JIOKOTb.

— Jlail BUHTOBKY.

— Yro, noligenin?

— ITompoOyro.
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«Yro x, mpoOyit», — mogyman Pribak, ¢ obnerueHneM Bo3Bpamias eMy BUHTOBKY. Onupasich
Ha Hee, Kak Ha najiky, COTHHKOB KO€-KaK CTYNMJ HECKOJBKO IIaroB, U OHU OYEHb MEIJICHHO
noOpesy Mo CHEeKHOMY TIOJTIO.

Yac cmycTss OHM yXKe JaJeKO OTOLUIM OT 00JO0Ta M CJIENO TAUIMJIMCh MOJOTHM IOJEBBIM
KocoropoM. Peibak uyBCTBOBaJI, YTO CKOPO HAYHET CBETaTh, YTO HA MCXOJE MOCIEIHUE Yachl HOUH
U 4TO OHU TENeph OUEHb MPOCTO MOTYT HE ycmeTb. Eciiu yTpo HAaCTUrHET WX B MOJie, TOTJa YKe
HABEPHSKA UM HE BBIKPYTUTHCS.

[Toxa ux cnacajuo To, YTO CHET TYT ObUT HETJIyOOKHi, HOTH MPOBAIMBAIKNCH HE TaK 4acTO, KaK
Ha Oosiore. Bokpyr Ha cHery cepenu BbICOXIIHE cTeOaM OypbsiHa, MECTaMU OHHU Ka3aJIUCh YyTh
ryme, 1 Ppibak 0o0xoaui 3TH MecTta, BbIOupas, rae Obuto nomensye. OH cTapalicsi He CITyCKaThCs B
JOUIMHY, 00fACH 3ae3Th TaM B CyrpoObl, Ha MpUTOpKax ObLIO HaaexHee. Ho ux cien cnumkom
OTYETIMBO 0003HAUMJICA HA CHETY — pa3, OIJIIHYBIIMCH, PpIOaKk Mcmyraics: Tak MpocTo ObUIO MX
JOTHATh Jaxe HOublo. OTNAabIBasCh BOKPYT, OH MOJyMal, YTO KakoW Obl OMAcHOM Ui HUX HH
ObLIa 10poTa, KOTOpask yKe eBa UX HE TIOTyOusIa CeroiHs, HO, BUJMMO, OTISITh HAJ0 BBIOMPATHCS Ha
Hee. TOJIBKO Ha JOpOre MOXKHO CIPSATAaTh CPEAM APYrHX JBa CBOUX ClIea, YTOObI HE MPUBECTH 32
co0Oi MOJIMIIAeB B JIarephb.

W3 crycTUBIIMXCS HOYHBIX CyMEpEK €/1Ba MPOCTYIAIO0 CHEXHOE IMOJIE C PEIKUMHU MATHAMH
KyCTapHHMKa, OJMHOKMMH TOJIEBHIMHU JEPEBIIAMU: B OJHOM MECTE UYTO-TO HESCHO 3auepHeNo, |,
nojoias Onmmxe, Ppibak yBuzmen, uto 310 BanyH. [loporu Hurae He Obuio. Torma oH KpyTo
MOBEPHYJI BBEPX — UATU TaK CTAJO TPYAHEE, HO MOSBUIIACH HA/IEK]IA, YTO HABEpXY, 3a MPUTOPKOM,
BCE-TaKU TOSBUTCS Jiec. B jecy ymamoch Obl CKPBITHCS, NMOTOMY YTO IOJIMIAW BPSA JIM cpasy
CYHYTCSl CJEIOM — HaBepHO, CHadaja MOJyMAalOT M TEM JalyT BO3MOXKHOCTb OTOPBAThCS OT
IIpecieI0BaTeleH.

PriOak He BIepBbIE MOMAAal B TaKoe IMOJIOKEHHE, HO BCSKHHA pa3 eMy Kak-TO YAaBajioCh
BBIBEPHYTHCS. B MoJ0OHBIX ciydasx BbIpydald OBICTPOTa M HAXOAYMBOCTh, KOTJIA €IMHCTBEHHO
MPaBUIILHOE PEIICHNE TPUHUMANOCh 0e3 ceKyH bl ono3aanus. U on yxoqun. Tyt Toxke Oblia Takas
BO3MOJKHOCTb, TI0 HEWU3BECTHOW NPHUYMHE MPEJOCTAaBIIEHHAs UM MOJHUIAIMU, U OH OBl OTIMYHO
BOCIIOJNIE30BaNCs €10, eciau Obl He CoTtHUKOB. Ho ¢ CoTHHKOBBIM Aaneko He yiinens. OHH elle He
B300paJIMCh HA XOJIM, KaK HallapHUK B KOTOPBINA YK pa3 TPYJHO 3aKallIsll, HECKOJIBKO MHHYT TEJIO
€ro MYYMTEIBbHO COJpOTajoch, Kak OyATO B HANpacHbIX MOTYrax BBIKALUIATH YTO-TO. Phibak
OCTaHOBHUJICS, TOTOM BEPHYJICS K TOBAPHILy, TOMIPOOOBaI moaaepxars ero noja pyky. Ho CoTHukoB
C TPYAOM CTOSUI Ha HOTaX, U OH OITYCTHJI €r0 Ha TBEPAbIil, BEUIN3aHHBIA BETPOM CHET.

— UYro, mmoxo?

— BunHo, He BBIOpaThCS. ..

Pri0ak mpomosdan — eMy He XOTeJI0Ch 3aBOAUTh O TOM Pa3roBOp, HEMCKPEHHE 0OHAIECKUBATh
WIN yTeIllaTh, OH CaM TOJIKOM He 3HaJl, KaK BeIOpaThes. 1 naxke B Kakyro CTOpPOHY BHIOMPAThHCS.

On Henonro nocrosut Hax CUTHUKOBBIM, KOTOPBIM HEMOITHO CKOpYMJICS Ha OOKy, m0J00paB
paHenyio Hory. B co3nanum Ppibaka Hayamum mepeMemuBaThCs paziMYHbIe YyBCTBA K HEMY: U
HEBOJIbHAS JKAJIOCTh OTTOTO, YTO CTOJIBKO JOCTAIOCH OJHOMY (Majio ObLJIO OOJIE3HM, TaK ele H
MOJICTPENNIIN), U B TO 5K€ BpeMsI MOSBUIIACH HEOTIpeIesIeHHAasl 10caia-IIPpeIdyBCTBUE — KaK Obl 3TOT
CoTHHMKOB He HaBjeK Oelpl HA 000MX. B 3TOM M3MEHUMBOM U HEYJIOBHMMOM IIOTOKE UYBCTB BCE
yaiie craja HallOMHHATh O cebe, BpeMEeHaMH 3ariyllas BCe OCTaIbHOE, TPEBOTa 3a COOCTBEHHYIO
*u3Hb. [IpaBaa, oH cTapayics THaTh ee OT ceds U JIepKaThcsd KaKk MOXKHO criokoitHee. OH MOHMMAT,
YTO CTpax 3a CBOIO JKU3Hb — NEPBbIM HIar Ha MyTH K PacTEPSIHHOCTH: CTOUT TOJIKO IOAAThCS
UCIYTY, 3aHEPBHUYATh, KaK O€Ibl MOCHILIIOTCA OJHA 3a Apyroi. Toraa yx HaBepHSAKa KpBIIIKA.
Teneps ke XOTs ¥ MPHUIIUIIOCH TYrO, HO HE BCE €I1Ie, BOBMOKHO, TOTEPSHO.

— Tak. TeI mogoxau.

OcrtaBuB COTHHMKOBA, IJie TOT JIe)KaJl Ha CHETY, PbIOak MOTaIMIICs MO CKIOHY BBEPX, YTOOBI
ocMoTpeTbes. EMy Bce Kazanock, 4To 3a X0JMoM Jjiec. OHM CTOJIBKO yXe MPOLUIA B 3TOM HOYM, U
€CITU IUJTH TIPABUIIBHO, TO JOJDKHBI OUYTHUTHCS I/1e-TO MOOJIM30CTH OT JIeca.

[110X0, 4TO COBCeM MpOMan MECSI M MOO0Jallb HUYEro He ObUI0 BHJIHO — HOYb TOHYNIA B
MOPO3HOH TYMaHHOM MIJIe: IJIyXue NMpEeayTpeHHHE CyMEpKH OOBOJIAKMBAIM BCE BOKpYr. Tem He
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MeHee Jieca MOOJIM30CTH He ObLI0. 32 MPUTOPKOM OISITh MPOCTHPANIOCh HEPOBHOE, C MOJOTHMMH
X0JIMaMH I0JIe, HA KOTOPOM YTO-TO CMYTHO CEpENIO, HABEPHO POILHMIIA, OYEHb YK Kylas pOIIMIa —
IpUBKa B 1oJie, He Ooublie. Berony BuaHenMch HeonpeaeneHHbIE MTHA, TEMHBIE OpbI3ru OypbsHa,
pa3MbIThlE, HEUETKHUE CHIIY3Thl KycTOB. 110 BOT M3 CHEXHOTO MOJIyMpaKa BBIIVISIHYJIA KOPOTEHbKAs
npsMas 4epra — 00o03HaumiIach Ha 3emiie M Hcuesna. Ppidak ¢ HEOKUJAAHHOW JIETKOCTBIO
3aTOpONHUJIICS K HeW ONMKe U He 3aMeTHII, KaK YepTOUYKa 3Ta Kak-TO BJIPYT MIPEBpaTHIACh HA CHETY B
TEMHOBATYIO0 MOJOCKY J0poru. JIOBOJIBHO HakaTaHHas, C YE3)KEHHBIMU KOJIEIMH M CIEAaMHU
KOHCKMX KOIBIT, OHA SBWJIACh KaK HUKOIJa KcTaTu. PpiOak 3aBepHYN Hazaj M JIETKO cOexan ¢
IIPUropKa K CKproueHHOMY Ha cHery COTHHKOBY.

— Jlopora tyt! Cabimb!

Tor BsANO NPUNOIHAT KpYIVIOBATYHO, HEECTECTBEHHO MAJIEHBKYI0 B IHJIOTKE TIOJIOBY,
3aBOPOLLINJICS, BPOJI€ Hayajl BCTaBaTh.

— C nmoporu rae-HuOyAb COIIMBITHEM — HE HaayT. Toyibko ObI ycrieTh — HE HANOPOTHCS Ha
KaKoro uepra.

C nomompio Ppibaka COTHHKOB MoOJ4Ya TOHSJICS, HEMOCTYIIHBIMU TajbllaMu yHoOHee
OXBaTUJI JIO)KE€ BUHTOBKHU.

Onu MemneHHO moOpenu K jgopore. PpiOak TpeBOXKHO OTJISABIBAICA B CyMepKax — He
MOKaXyTCs JIK re Jroau. Ero HanpsoKeHHbIN B3I MPUBBIYHO OOLIApUBai MOJIE, ¢ HAUOOJIBIINM
YCHUJIIMEM CTPEMSCH NPOHUKHYTH TyZQ, IZle Ucue3all JalbHUM KOHel T0pory. M BApyr coBepIIEHHO
HEOXHUIAHHO JUId ce0si OH 3aMeTWs, 4To HeOO HaJ mojieM Kak OyATO MpPOsSICHUIOCH, CAENaoCh
CBETJIO-CUHHUM, 3BE3/bl MPUTYIIWIN CBOH OJIECK, TOJBKO CaMble KpYyIHBIE €Ile SIPKO TOpeid Ha
HEOOCKIIOHE. DTOT SBHBIM NMPHU3HAK paccBeTa B3BOJIHOBAJ €ro OoJibllIe, YeM eciau Obl OH YBHIEI
mozaeit. UTo-To B HEM MepeAepHYNIOCh, MOJANOCh BIEpeN, TOJIBKO ObI MPOYb OT ATOTO TOJIOTO,
IpeaTenbcku CBeTeronero nojis. Ho Horu ObUIM HaIMTBI HEOJOJMMOM YCTaJOCThIO, K TOMY K€
czagu enBa KoBbUIL1 COTHUKOB. XOYelllb WIM HET, MPUXOAMIOCh MEUIEHHO TaIlUThCA
MOJIBEPHYBILIEHCS TOPOTOii — IPYroro BbIXoa He ObLIO.

[ToHsB 3TO, OH MPUTITYIIHI B cebe HeTepIeHue, TBepxkKe Ckajl 3yobl. OH HU CJIOBa HE CKa3all
COTHHMKOBY — TOT U Tak eBa Opes, BUJHO pacxojys IMOCIEIHUE CBOU CHIbIL, U y Ppibaka 4To-TO
CIIBUHYJIOCH BHYTPH — OH YK€ 3HaJI: yaauu He OyzneT. Houb KOHUaIach M TeM CHUMala ¢ HUX CBOIO
OTIeKy, JIeHb oberran Mano xopomrero. M Peibak ¢ MOHUKIIEH AymIoi CMOTpeN, Kak MEIJICHHO U
HEYKJIOHHO 3aHMMAJIOCh 3UMHEE YTPO: CBETJIENO HEe0O, M3-T10/1 HOYHBIX CyMEpEK sICHee MpOCTyHal
CHEXXHBIN MPOCTOP, JOPOTra BIEPEIN OCTENEHHO AIMHHENA U CTAHOBUJIACh BUJHOM JIAJIEKO.

I1o 3TO¥ OpOre OHU MOTAIIWINCH B CTOPOHY POLLH.

FnaBa BocbMas

CoTHukoB He Xyxe PprOaka BUaeN, 4TO HOYb HA UCXOJE, U OTIMYHO IMOHUMAIL, YeM JJIsi HHX
MOXKET 00EpPHYTBCS 3TO MPEKICBPEMEHHOE YTPO.

Ho on men. O cobpain B cebe Bce, HA YTO emie ObUIO CIIOCOOHO ero o0eccuiieBIiee Teno, U,
momorasi ce0e BHHTOBKOHM, C OTPOMHBIM YCHIIMEM TEpeIABUTAl HOTH. beapo ero MydurtenbHO
0071eI10, CTOIBI OH HE YYBCTBOBAJI BOBCE, MOKPHII OT KPOBH OYPOK CMep3Csl M 3aKOCTEHEIT; IPYT O,
HE JI0 KOHIIa HAJIeThIN, HEYKJIIOKE 3aTHYJICS Ha MOJIOBUHE TOJICHUINA, TO U JEJ0 3arpedast CHeEr.

[ToxamecT oHHM moOpenu a0 Jecka, paccBeio emie Oonpiie. CTano BUAHO TOJE OKpPECT,
MOKaThle TIOJ, CHETOM XOJIMBI; CJIeBa, IMOOJANb OT JOpPOTH, B JIONIMHE TSHYIUCH 3apOCiH
MEJIKOJIEChs, KYCTApHUK, HO, KOKETCS, 3TO OBUT TOT CaMbIi KyCTapHHUK, U3 KOTOPOTO OHU BBIIILIH.
Bonbmioro ke jeca, KOTOpBI ceifuac Tak HyXeH ObLI MM, HE OKa3aloCh Ja)Xe Ha TOPU3OHTE —
OyATO OH MPOBAIKJIICS 32 HOYh CKBO3b 3€MITIO.

Pr16ak, xak OOBIYHO, HACTOWYMBO CTPEMUIICS BIIEPEI, YTO, BIPOYEM, OBLIO TOHSATHO: OHU
[IUTA KaK TI0 JIE3BHIO OPUTBBI, KAXKIYIO CEKYHAY MX MOIJIM 3aMETHTbh, JOTHATh, MMepexBaTuTh. K
CYACThIO, JIOpOTa BCE €Ille Jiekalla MycTas, a XBOWHBIA KIOYOK BIEpEAM XOTS U MEJIEHHO, HO
Bce-Taku nmpubmmkancs. Onupasch Ha BAHTOBOYHBIA MPUKIIAA U CHILHO XpoMasi, COTHUKOB CKBO3b
007b TO U JeNI0 Opocan Tylda HETEePIENUBhIE B3TISABI — OH KaXKJIal CKOpee JOUTH, U HE CTOJIbKO
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3aTeM, YTOOBI CKPBIThCS C IOPOTH, a OO0JIbIIEe YTOOBI 0OpPECTH TOKOH.

Ha Oeny, He ycmenmu OHHM OJOJE€Th M TOJIOBUHBI NMYTH K O3TOW pommie, Kak Pwibak,
BBIPYTraBIINCh, OyITO BKOMIAHHBIHM, BCTAJl HA JOPOTE.

— TBoe-moe! D10 x Kinaabumie!

COTHMKOB BCKHHYJ TOJIOBY — JEHCTBUTENIBHO, TENEPh YK€ CTAl0 BHUJATh, YTO XBOWHBII
KJIOYOK, MOKA3aBIIMKCS MM POIIMLEH, Ha Jene ObUl CeNbCKUM KJIaJOUIIeM: MOJ PACKUIUCTHIMU
BETBSMU COCEH $ICHO BHUIHEIHMCh HECKOJBKO JEPEBSIHHBIX KPECTOB, Orpajka M KHUPIUYHBINA
NaMATHUK B TIIyOMHe Ha mpuropke. Ho camoe xyamee ObI0 B TOM, YTO U3-32 COCEH BBITJISAABIBAIN
COJIOMEHHBIE KPBIIIN OJNM3KOW JepeBHU: BETEp, BUAHO OBLIO, KOCO TSHYJI B HEOO XBOCT JbIMa U3
TpYOBI.

Pri0ak BEICMOpKAJICSI, PACCESTHHO BBITEP MATEPHEH HOC.

— Hy, xyna nerbcs?

JleBaThCsl NEMCTBUTENHLHO OBLIO HEKyJa, HO U HE CTOSAThH K€ Tak, mocpenu noporu. M oHu,
erie 6oJiee MPUYHBIBIIINE U BCTPEBOKEHHBIE, MOTAIIMUIIUCH K JICPEBHE.

[Tonayanmy UM Bpojie BE3JIO: JEPEBHS, HABEPHO, TOJBKO €Ille MPOCHINaach, 1 OHU, HUKOTO HE
BCTPETUB Ha CBOEM IIyTH, OJIaromojiy4Ho noOpanuch A0 kiaaduina. PasHbIx crnemoB TyT ObLIO B
n30BITKE — Ha Jopore M Bo3ie Hee B mose. Ilo cnabo 0003HAaYeHHOW Ha CHEry TPONMHKE OHHU
MOCTICIIHO CBEPHYJIM IO HHM3KO HaBHclIMe BeTBH coceH. OO0braHO COTHHKOB C TpYyIOM
npeojosieBal B cebe Kakoe-TO IIyraromie-Ope3riinBoe YyBCTBO IPH BHUAE 3TOTO IMEYAIBLHOTO
MPUCTAHMIIA, BCET/Ia CTapaJicsi 00OWTH ero, He 3aaepkuBasick. Ho Terneps 310 Kiaaduie, Ka3aioch,
nociaHo 00roMm JUisi UX CIAaceHUs — HHaye r1e Obl OHU YKPBUTUCH Ha BUIY Y IEPEBHHU.

OHM TOPOIIMBO MPOILIM MHUMO CBEXEro, €Ile HE MPUCHIIIAHHOTO CHETOM TIJIMHHCTOTO
Oyropka JETCKOM MOTWIJIKH, M PAcKHIUCTBIE CYKOBAaThle€ COCHBI Ja HECKOJBKO Orpaj Ha CHETY
3aCJIOHMJIM MX OT JIEPEBEHCKUX OKOH. MnTH TyT ctasno jerde — COTHUKOB, ycepHO momoras cede
pyKaMmu, XBaTaJICsl TO 32 KPECT, TO 3a KOMEJb JiepeBa MU IITaKeTHUK orpaibl. Ilopsiikom oToH s OT
JOPOTH, OH MOJ00PAJICs K TOJIIIEHHOMY KOMJIIO COCHBI M TSDKEJIO PYXHYJI B CHET. 3a 3Ty MPOKIIATYIO
HOYb BCE B HEM HCCTPAaIoCh, HAMEP3JIOCh, 3aILIOCh TIIYOMHHOM HEeyTHUXalollei 00JIbIo.

OH ctpagan OT cBoel (QHU3MYECKOW OECIIOMOIIMHOCTH W JIeXKall, MPUCIOHSACH CIMHOW K
IIepIIaBOMY KOMIIIO COCHBI, 3aKpBIB IJ1a3a, YTOOBI HE BCTPETUTHCS B3MNIAI0M ¢ PpibakoM, HE HaYaTh
¢ HUM pazroBop. OH 3HaJ, 0 YeM OyJeT ATOT pa3roBop, U uzberan ero. OH IyBCTBOBAT ce0s MOUTH
BUHOBAThIM OTTOTO, YTO, CTpajas caMm, MOJBEprajl PUCKY TOBApHIIA, KOTOPhIH 0e3 HEero, KOHEYHO,
ObLT OBl yKe nanexo. Peibak ObuT 310poB, 00nanan Oonbiieii, yeM COTHHKOB, KaXI0H KUTh, U 9TO
HaJIarajio Ha Hero OIpeIeIeHHYI0 OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 3a 000uxX. Tak ayman COTHUKOB, HUCKOJIBKO HE
YIUBISSICH 0€3)KaJOCTHOW HAaCTOMYMBOCTH Phibaka B MOMBITKAaX BBIPYYUTHh €0 MUHYBIIEH HOYBIO.
OH oTHOCHMJI 3TO K OOBIYHOM COJIATCKOW B3aMMOBBIpYYKE M HE HMMeNl Obl HHYEro MpPOTHUB
Pri0akoBoii momoru, Oyap oHa obOpaileHa K KOMY-HUOyAb TperbeMy. Ho cam OH, XOTsS U ObLI
paHEeH, HU 3a 4YTO HE XOTeJ MPHU3HATh ce0s CI1a0bIM, HYXIaBIIUMCS B IIOCTOPOHHEW MOMOIIH — 3TO
ObLIO Il HErO HENMPUBBIYHO U MPOTHUBHO BCEMY €ro cymiectBy. Kak mMor, oH cTapaics cripaBUTbCS
c co0oii cam, a TaMm, I/ie 3TO He MOJIy4alloCh, YMEPUTh CBOIO 3aBUCUMOCTH OT KOTO OBl TO HH OBLIIO.
U ot Pri6aka Toxe.

Opnnako PpiOak, BUJHO Majo BHUKas B MEPEKMBAHUS TOBApPUINA, MPOJOIDKAN 3a00TUTHCS O
HEM M, HEMHOTO NE€PEIOXHYB, CKa3all:

— Ilogoxnu TyT, a s moackovy. Bon xara 6mu3ko. B cimydae yero B ryMHe nepenpsiaeMcs.

«[Tonoxmate — 310 XOpomo, — nogyman COTHUKOB, — JIUIIb Obl HE UATH». JKIaTh OH TOTOB
ObUI JI0JT0, TOJIBKO OBl JI0XKIAaThCsl 4ero-HUOyab oOHanexuBamomero. Peidak ycrano moaHssics Ha
HOTH, B3sU1 KapabuH. YToObI TOT He OpocHIICS B Tj1a3a, MEePeXBaTHI €ro, CJIOBHO MaJKy, 32 KOHEIl
CTBOJIAa M INMPOKO 3amaraji Mo 3acHeKeHHbIM Oyrpam wmorui. COTHHUKOB pAacKpbUl TIJasa,
MOBEPHYBIIMCh HEMHOTO Ha OOK, mojo0pan moOnuxe BUHTOBKY. MeEXIy CTBOJIOB COCEH COBCEM
Helaneko Oblla BUIHA KpaiHss u30a NepeBHHU, pa3BAIMBIIMICA capail NMpH Hei; Ha cTapom,
MTOKOCHUBIIIEMCSI THIHE BETEP TPErall KaKyro-TO 3a0bITYIO TPSIKY.

Jlroneit Tam kak OynTo He OBLIO.

Ppibak Bckope mpoman U3 ero moJisi 3peHusi, HO B JEPEBHE MO-TPEXKHEMY ObUIO THXO M

30



nycThIHHO. UTOOBI yj00HEe MPUCTPOUTH paHeHyto HOry, COTHUKOB yXBaTHJICS 3a ILIEPOXOBATYIO, B
JMIIAsSX MANKy Orpajbl, U Ta, THXO XPYCTHYB, OCTalach B €ro pyke. Moruia Obuia crapasi, HaBEpHO,
JaBHO 3a0poOIIeHHAas], B €e Orpaje U3-TMoJ CHera Top4aj OJWHOKHIA KaMeHb, He ObUIO JjaXke KpecTa.
CrpyxieBmas orpagka JOXHBaJla CBOM BEK — BHMJHO, 3TO OBUIO IOCIEAHEE, YTO OCTaloCh OT
yenoBeka Ha 3emiie. M Bapyr COTHHMKOBY CTajo HECTEPIMMO TOCKIMBO Ha 3TOM JEPEBEHCKOM
KJIa0MIe, CPeIu MOTWIIBHBIX OTpaj M KaMHeW, THWIBIX, MOKOCHBIIHUXCS KPECTOB, TJsAs Ha
KOTOpBIE OH C MevyaJibHOW MpoHUeH momayman: «3aueM? 3aueM BeCh TOT CTapOJaBHUM OObIYail C
NaMATHUKaMHU, KOTOPBIH, IO CYILECTBY, HE OoJiee YeM HauBHas MOMBITKA YEIOBEKA MPOJUIUTH CBOE
IIPUCYTCTBHUE Ha 3emiie nocie cmeptu? Ho passe 31o Bo3mokHO? U 3auem 310 Hano?

Hert, Xu3Hb — BOT €AMHCTBEHHAs pealibHas LIEHHOCTb JUIsl BCErO CYIIETO U AJs YeJIOBEKa
toxxke. Korma-uuOynqs B COBEpHICHHOM — 4YEJIOBEYECKOM  OOIIeCTBE  OHA  CTaHeT
KaTeropuei-adCcoIroToM, Mepoii U eHot0 Becero. Kaxkas Takast >KU3Hb, SIBJIAACH TJIABHBIM CMBICIIOM
KHUBYILETO, OyZeT HE MEHBIICIO IIEHHOCTHIO /sl OOIIECTBA B 1IE€JIOM, CHJIa M TapMOHHUS KOTOPOTO
OTIPENIENIATCS CYACTHEM BCEX €r0 WIECHOB. A CMEPTb, UTO K — CMEPTU HE M30exaTb. BakHO TOIBKO
YCTPaHUTh HACUJILCTBEHHBIE, IIPEKIEBPEMEHHBIE CMEPTH, 1aTh YEJIOBEKY BO3ZMOKHOCTh Pa3yMHO U
C TOJIKOM HCIIOJIb30BaTh M 0€3 TOro HE TaK YK MPOIOJDKUTENBHBIA CBOWM CpOK Ha 3emiie. Benp
YeJI0OBEK IPH BCEM €r0 HEBEPOSTHOM MOTYILECTBE, HABEPHO, JOJTO €I€ OCTAHETCS BCE TaKUM KE
(bU3MYeCKU JETKO yA3BHUMBIM, KOT/Ia CAMOT'O MAJIEHBKOTO KycOYKa MeTajlia 0oJjiee 4eM JOCTaTOYHO,
9TOOBI HABCET/Ia JIUIIUTh €T0 €IMHCTBEHHOUW U TaKOH TOPOTOH eMy JKHU3HHU.

Ha, ¢usnyeckue CrIOCOOHOCTH 4YeNOBEKa OTPAHMYEHBI B CBOMX BO3MOXKHOCTSAX, HO KTO
OTIPENICIUT BO3MOKHOCTH ero nyxa? KTo u3mepuT crenenp oTBaru B 0010, 6eccTpaline 1 TBepIoCThb
nepes JUIOM Bpara, KOrja 4eJOBEK, HAYUCTO JIMILIEHHBIM BCAKUX BO3MOXKHOCTEH, OKa3bIBacTcs
CIOCOOHBIM Ha COKPYIIAIOIIUN B3pBIB OeccTparus?y

COTHHMKOB Ha BCIO JKU3HB 3alIOMHHJI, KaK JIETOM B IOJIEBOM IITabjare HeMIIbl JOTPAIIUBAIH
MOKUJIOTO CEJI0TO MOJIKOBHHUKA, HCKAJICUEHHOTO B 0010, C IEpEeOUTHIMU KUCTSMH PYK, €1Ba KUBOTO.
OTOMY IMOJIKOBHHUKY, Ka3aJI0Ch, IIPOCTO HEBEAOMO OBLIO YYBCTBO CTpaxa, U OH HE TOBOPUJI, a METall
B TECTAllOBCKOTO o¢uilepa THEBHBbIE cioBa npotuB ['mriepa, dammsma u Bceld ux I'epmanum.
Hemen Mor Obl IPUKOHYUTH €ro KyJaKOM, MOT 3aCTPENUTh, KaK 3a 4ac J0 TOTO 3acCTPeNul JBYX
MIOJINTPYKOB-IIEXOTUHIIEB, HO 3TOTO YEJIOBEKA OH Ja)K€ HE YHU3MWI pyraTenbcTBoM. Iloxoxke, 4to oH
BIIEPBBIC YCIBIIIAT TaKOE€ M MPOCTO OMELIMI, IMOTOM CXBATHUJICS 3a Tele(OH, YTO-TO JIOJIOKMUII
HA4aJIbCTBY, BUJHO OXUJAAs PELIEHUS CBbIIE. PazyMeeTcs, MOJIKOBHUKA 3aTEM PAaCCTPEISIIM, HO TE
HECKOJIBKO MHHYT I€pe]] PacCTPesoM ObUIM ero TpuyM({oMm, ero MocieHUM IOJBUIOM, HAaBEPHO,
HE MEHee TPYJIHBIM, YeM Ha 1oJjie 00s; BeJb He ObUIO JjaXke HAJEXK/bl, YTO €ro YCIBIIIUT KTO-TO U3
CBOMX (OHHM CIIy4ailHO OKa3aJIuCh PAIOM, 3a CTCHKOW Oapaka).

MeienHo u Bce Tiy0ske npomep3asi, COTHUKOB TEPIETUBO MOTIISABIBAI HAa Kpai Kianouia,
r7ie Cpasy ke, KaK TOJBKO OH MOsBMIICA, yBuAen Ppibaka. BMecTo TOro 4yToObl MONWTH HANpPSIMUK,
Pri0ak cTapaTenbHO MPOIIEN BAOJIb Orpajibl K MO0, HABEPHOE, YTOOBI HE ObLJIO BUJHO U3 JICPEBHH,
Y TOJIBKO MOTOM TMOBEPHYN K HeMy. MUHYTY CIIyCTsl OH OBLT YK€ PSIIOM U, 3aIBIXaBIINCh, YA MO
COCHOM.

— Kaxwuce, mopsnok. Ilonumaems, Tam xara, KisMka Ha Imenouke. llocmyman, Oynaro
HUKOTO...

- Hy?

— Tak 310, MoHUMaeIb... MoXkeT, 51 TeOs 3aBey, OTpeeMcsl, a TOTOM...

Ppibak yMONK B HEpEIIUTENBHOCTH, 03a00UEHHO TMOTJSAEN B YTPEHHHH MPOCTOp OIS,
KOTOPBIHN y:ke ObUT BUJICH Jalieko. ['0y1oc ero cienancs KakuM-TO HEYBEpPEHHBIM, OyITO BUHOBATHIM,
1 COTHUKOB J10TaJaJIcs.

— Hy uro x! 5 octanycs.

— Jla, 3Haemmp, Tak ny4iie OyaeT, — 3aMeTHO oOpanoBaiics Peibak. — A mHe Hano... Tonbko rae
TOT YEepPTOB JIeC, HE MOKMMY. 320y IUIIUCEH MBI.

— Cnpocuts HajO.

— CopocuM... A THl 3TO, moTepnu moka. IloToM, MoXeT, mepenpaBUM Kyna-HUOYIb.
IToHanexHee.
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— Jlagno, namHO, — HAPOUUTO OGOAPHIM TOHOM OTBETHII Ha 3TO COTHHKOB.

— U 181 He Oecriokolics, s AOTOBOPIOCh. Hakaxy, uTo0 cMOTpenu, U Bce mpouee.

CotHukoB Momuas. B o0mem, Bce OBLJIO JIOTUYHO M, MOXKalyH, MPaBWJIBHO, TEM HE MEHee
YTO-TO OOMJIHOE IIEBEIbHYIOCH B ero ayme. IIpaBma, oH TyT kK€ MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO 3TO OT
CIaboCTH M KaK CJEICTBUE MPOKIITON HOour. Ha uto Obuio oOmxkaThcs? OTHOIIEHUS WX BIIOJTHE
paBHOIIpaBHbIE, HUKTO HUKOMY He 00s3aH. U Tak, cnmaBa Oory, Peibak ans Hero caenan Bce, 4TO
ObUIO BO3MOXHO. MOXXHO CKa3aTh, Cllac MPU CaMbIX O€3HAJEKHBIX OOCTOSTENBCTBAX, M TEMEPb
IIPUILIIO BpEMS Pa3BA3aTh EMY PYKH.

— Yo x, Torma nmonum. Iloka HUKOTO HET.

COTHHUKOB NEPBBIM NOMBITANICS HNOIHATHCSA, HO TOJIBKO YyTh JBUHYJ PAHEHOM HOTOM, Kak ero
MPOH3MIJIA TaKas JIoTast 00Jb, YTO OH BBITSHYJCS Ha CHEry. BpDKIaB MUHYTY, KO€-KaK COBIAIET C
COOOM U, KPEIKO C)XaB 3yObl, MMOTHSIICS.

I[To xpato mpUropka MexJy MOJIOJIBIX COCEHOK OHM COLIUTH ¢ Kiaaduma. Hepnaneke momanach
XOpOLIO YTONTaHHAs CTEXKa, KOTOpas IpHUBEJa MX Ha TOJIbI, HUYEM HE OTOPOXKEHHBIN JIBOP.
Heckonpko Ha oTmmOe OT cena CTosuia TOBOJBHO OOJbINAsi, HO yXKE€ cTapasi, 3amylieHHas u30a C
3aMa3aHHBIMU TJMHOM yriiamMu, BBIOMTHIM M 3aTKHYTBIM KakKOW-TO TpANKOM okomkoMm. B
MOYEpHEBIIEM NpoOoe Ha JABEpH JEHCTBUTENBHO TOpYaja HACleX BOTKHYTas INENKa — HAaBEPHO,
KTO-TO HENAJEKO BBIIIEN, U JJOMa HUKOro He ocranoch. COTHMKOB MOAyMall, YTO TaK, MOXKET, U
JydIne: mo KpaiHed mMepe Ha MEepBBIX Mopax o0oiinyrcs 6e3 0ObsSCHEHMI, HE OYCHb NMPUSTHHIX B
MOI0OHBIX CTyYasix.

Ppi0ak BBIHYN IENIKY, IPOITYCTHII B CEHU HAlapHHKA, ABEPh THXO MPUKPBLT U3HYTpH. B censix
6610 TeMHOBATO. 110/ cTeHaMH TPOMO3AMIMCH KaKUe-TO KaJKu, pa3Has X03sicKas pyxJsiab, CTOSI
IPOMaJHbIN, OKOBAaHHBIM P)KaBbIM JKEJIE30M CYHAYK; Yroj 3aHuMaiu kepHoBa. COTHHUKOB yke
BUJIENT OJHAX/IbI 3TO HEXUTPOE JAEPEBEHCKOE MPUCTIOCOOICHUE Ul pa3Mojia 3€pHa: JIBa KPYIJIbIX
KaMHSi B HEnIyOOKOM SIIMKE M YKpEIJICHHas TJe-TO BBEpXy Nalika-BepTylIka. MaieHbKoe,
3aTSHYTOE MAayTHHON OKOIIKO B CT€HE MO3BOJIUIIO UM OTHICKATh JIBEPH B U30Y.

Omnwupasice 0 creHy, COTHUKOB Koe-Kak JoOpajcs 10 3Toi nBepH, ¢ momomsio Pribaka
nepene3 BBICOKH mopor. M30a BCTpeTHia X 3aTXJIOI0 CMEChIO 3amaxoB U TermioM. OH MpOTSHYI
PYKy K o0oapaHHOMY OOKy meudm — Ta ObUIa CBEKEHATOIUIEHA, W B €ro TEJNO XJBIHYJIO TaKoe
OJa)KEHCTBO, YTO OH HE CAEp)Kajl CTOHA, HABEPHO, BIEPBbIC MPOPBABILIETOCS 32 BCIO 3Ty Y)KACHYIO
HOuYb. OH 00ECCHJICHHO OMYCTUJICS Ha KOPOTEHBKYIO CKaMEHKy BO3Je IeuH, €1Ba HE OMpPOKUHYB
Kakue-TO TOpuKd Ha moiy. [loka ycrpamBanm Hory, Peibak 3arysHyn 3a IMOJIOCATyIO POTOXKY,
KOTOpPOH ObUI 3aHaBEIIEH MpPOXOJ B JpPYryl0 TOJOBUHY H30BI, — TaM pa3a JBa TUXOHBKO
npockpurena KpoBaTb. COTHUKOB HANpsT CIyX — ceddac JOJDKHO ObUIO PEIIUTHCS caMoe JUIS HUX
IJIaBHOE.

— Bl otHM TyT? — TBEpBIM TOJIOCOM crIpocuil PeiOak, cTosi B MPOXoe.

- Hy.

— A oren rae?

— Tak Hery.

— A matp?

— Mawmka y gsanpku Emenbsina monotut. Ha xne6 3apabatsiBaet. Benb Hac 4eTBepo €0KOB, a
OHa OJIHA.

— Oro, kak TbI pa3bupaembes! A Tam 4To — eloku cnat? JIagHo, MycTh CHST, — THIIE CKa3al
Pri0ak. — Tbl ueM MOKOPMUTH HAC HAWEIh?

— A Oynp00OUYKy MaMKa yTpoOM Bapujia, — 0TO3BAJICS CIOBOOXOTJIUBBIN JETCKUH T0JIOC.

Toruac Ha mosy TaMm 3aromanu OOckle MATKM, U M3-32 3aHABECKM BBHITJISIHYJA JIEBOYKA JIET
JIECSITH CO BCKJIOKOUYEHHBIMU BOJIOCAMHM Ha TOJIOBE, B JJIMHHOBAaTOM M 3aHOLIEHHOM CHUTIIEBOM
miarbe. UepHpIMM Ia3eHKaMH OHa KOPOTKO B3MIsiHYNa Ha COTHMKOBA, HO HE HCIIyrajach, a C
XO3SMCKOM YBEPEHHOCTBHIO MOJOILIA K IEYM U Ha LBIITOYKAX MOTAHYJIACh K BHICOKOBATOM ISl HEE
3arHeTke. YToObl He MemmaTh eif, COTHUKOB OCTOPOXKHO MOJBHHYJ B CTOPOHY CBOIO Oe0JIary HOTYy.

[Tox OKHOM CTOSIT HETIOKPBITHIN CTOJ, BO3JIe HEr0 ObLIAa CKaMbsl C TIIMHSIHONW MUCKOH; JeBOYKa
IepecTaBUiia MUCKY Ha KOHEI] CTOJIa M BBITPSIXHYJa B HEE M3 TOpIIKAa KapTOIIKy. /[BuxkeHus ee
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MaJICHBKUX PYK OBLIH YrJIOBaThl M HE OUYEHB JIOBKU, HO JEBOYKA C OYEBUIHBIM YCEpAHEM CTapanach
YTOJUTh FOCTSAM — BbIHYJIA U3 MOCYJHUKA HO, OBO3HUBILIKUCH B TEMHOM YTy, IOCTaBUJIa HA CTOJ
Tapeiaky C OOJBIIMMHU CMOPIICHHBIMH orypuamu. [loTrom oTommwia K me4d ¥ € MOJYAIHUBBIM
JTOOONBITCTBOM CTajla PacCMaTpUBaTh 3TUX BOOPYKEHHBIX, 3apOCIIUX OOpoJamMH, HaBEpHO,
CTpAILHOBATHIX, HO, 0€3yCIOBHO, MHTEPECHBIX ISl HEE JIIOJICH.

— Hy, nagaii monpy6aem, — nogancs k crosry Peidak.

COTHHMKOB ellle HE OTOTpeJiCs, Hamep3lieecs €ro TEeJIO COApPOraioch B 03HOOE, HO OT
KapTOLIKM HA CTOJIE CTPYWICA JIETKUH, YAMBUTEJIBHO apoMaTHbIM mapok, 1 COTHHKOB BCTall CO
ckamelku. Pri6ak moMor emy mepeOparThcsi K CTONY, YCTPOHII Ha CKaMbe paHeHyro Hory. Tak Obu10
ynoonee. COTHUKOB B3s5UI TEIUTYIO, CJIETKa MOJTrOPEBUIYI0 KapTO(earHy U MPHUBATMICS CIIUHOU K
noOeneHHOW OpeBeHUaTOl cTeHe. J[eBouka ¢ IpeXHEeH yBaXUTEIHHOCTBHIO CTOSUIa B MPOXOJE H,
KOJIyTasi Kpaii 3aHaBecKH, Opocaia Ha HUX OBICTpBIE B3IJIAIbI CBOMX TEMHBIX IJ1a3.

— A x7neba uro, HeT? — cripocuil Pribak.

— Tax Buepa Jlenuk Bce cbein. Kak MaMKy >x1anu.

Pri0ak, moMeaIuB, 1O0CTall U3-3a Ma3yXy NPUXBAUCHHYIO Y CTAPOCTHI TOPOYILIKY U OTJIIOMHII OT
Hee KyCOK. 3aTeM OTJIOMMJI IPYTOi ¥ MoJTya MpOTAHY JIeBouke. Ta B3sia xyed, HO eCcTh He cTaya —
OTHECJIA 3a MIEPErOpoJIKy U CHOBA BEPHYJIACH K IIEUH.

— U1 naBHO MaTh MOJIOTUT? — cripocui Pribak.

— Ot mo3aBuepa. OHa e1iie HeIeTI0 MOJIOTUTH OYyZeT.

— Ilonarno. Trl crapmas?

— Ara, 51 6onbmasi. Kats ¢ Jlennkom maible, a MHE YK€ JIEBSTh.

— MHoro. A HemIieB y Bac HETY?

— OpHaxnael mpuesxkanu. Kak mbpl ¢ mamkod k Terke ['emene xomwiu. Y Hac MOJCBUHKA
psiboro 3abpanu. Ha mamune yBesnu.

COTHHMKOB KO€-KaK MpOTJIOTWI Mapy KapTO(elIMH M OMATh 3alleNicsi B CBOEM HEOTBS3HOM
Kanuie. MUHYT MATh TOT OMJI €r0 TakK, YTO Ka3aJoch — BOT-BOT 4TO-TO oOopBeTcs B rpyau. Ilotom
HEMHOT'O OTJIETJIO, HO CTAJIO HE 10 KapTO]esi, OH TOJIBKO BBIITIII MOJKPYKKH BOJbBI M 3aKpBLI Iia3a.
B omymeHusx ero 4ro-to MmibLIO, Kadyajaoch, OOJIE3HEHHO-CIAJ0CTHAs UCTOMa YOalOKHBasla, OH
3aceinaji. B 3aMyTHEHHOM CO3HaHMU OBICTPO OTHAISUIMCH CMEIIMBAIOIIMecs rojioca Peibaka u
JIEBOYKH.

— A MaTh TBOIO KaK 3BaTh? — XpYCTsl OTYPIIOM, cripamuBai Pridax.

— Jlemuuxa.

— Ara. 3HauuT, Bail nanka J{embsH?

— Hy. A eme ABruHbsi MaMKy 30BYT.

bouto cnpimHO, kKak PeiOak  3ackpumen ckaMbed, HaBEpPHO TOTAHYJCS 3a HOBOM
KapTo(eINHOM, O] CTOJIOM 3arpeMeliu ero carnoru. Pa3roBop Ha Kakoe-To BpeMsi yMOJIK, HO 3aTeM
MPO3BYYaJl BKPAIUUBBIN, C TYKaBBIM JIFOOOIBITCTBOM T'0OJIOC JICBOUKH:

— 5151, a BBI MapTU3aHbI?

— A Tebe 3aueM 3HaTh? [lananka ermie.

— A BOT U 3Hal0, 4TO NapTU3aHBI.

— 3Haellb, TaKk IOMOIYH.

— A Toro As/10, HaBEpHO, PaHUIIH, 1a?

— Panunu nnu Het, o ToM Hu ryry. [lonsna?

JleBouka nmpomosyana. PasroBop Ha MUHYTY 3aTHX.

— 51 3a MmamKoi#i coeraro, Xoporio?

— Cuau v He pblnaiics. A TO elle HaKJINYelllb KaKyo X0JIepy.

— Xonepa Ha Hux! JItoau Mbl Wi cKOTHHA?

— belm sroau...

Ho 310 yxe He Hacrosimiee — 3T0 rojnoca u3 npouuioro. Co3nanue COTHUKOBA €I1I€ YCIIEBAET
OTMETHTb 3TOT MOYTH HEYJTOBUMBIN MEPEX0]] B 3a0bIThe, U JaJbIIE YK€ BUAUTCS TOT, PAHCHHBIH B
HOTY JICMTEHAHT, KOTOPBIM €/1Ba KOBBUIET B KOJOHHE, OMUPAsACh Ha IUIEYO OoJiee KPENKOoro
ToBapuIila. Y JeliTeHaHTa 3a0MHTOBaHa €lle W ToJoBa. BUHT cTaphlid, TPA3HBINA, ¢ 3ameKmeics
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KOPKOH KpoBHU Ha JIOy; UCCOXIINE T'yObl U HEXOPOIIUN JTUXOPaJOUYHbIN OJeCK MOKPACHEBIIUX IJIa3
IPUJAIOT €r0 HCXYAABIIEMY JMIly KakKoW-TO mnoiycymacuenamui Bua. OT ero paHEeHOH HOTH
pacnpocTpaHseTrcs Takoi cMpaj, 4to COTHMKOBA cierka MyTHUT: CIaJKOBAThIM 3anaX THWIN Ha ISTh
11aroB OTPaBISAET BO3AyX. VX TNOHAT KOJIOHHOM B JI€C — PEIEHBKUN COCHAYOK mpu gopore. Ilox
HOTaMH TIepechInaercs Oenblil, ¢ XBOWHBIMU UTOJIKaMHU MECOK, HEIAIHO J¥OKET MOJTYACHHOE COJIHIIE.
KoHHBIE 1 nemme HeMIbl COPOBOKIAIOT KOJIOHHY.

I'oBOpAT, TOHAT pacCTpeIUBaTh.

3TO MOX0’KE Ha MPaBIy — TYT T€, KOTO 0TOOpay U3 BCEl MHOTOTHICSYHOM MAcChl B IITaJIare:
MOJIUTPAOOTHUKH, KOMMYHHUCTBI, €BpEH U MPOUYUE, YeM-JINOO BBI3BABIIUE IOJIO3PEHUE Yy HEMIIEB.
CoTHHMKOBA MOCTABHIIM CIOJIa 32 HEYyIauHbIi moder. HaBepHO, Tam, Ha MeCYaHbIX X0JIMaxX B COCHSKE,
ux paccrpenaroT. OHU yXe UYyBCTBYIOT 3TO IO TOMY, KakK, CBEPHYB C JIOPOTI'M, HAaCTOPOKEHHO
1o100pajych, CTaIM rpoMUe MPUKPUKUBATh UX KOHBOMPHI — HaYalld TecHee cOMBATh B OJUH T'YpT
KoJIoHHY. Ha mpuropke, BUAHO OBIJIO, CTOSUIM W €II€ COJJAThl, HABEPHO, JKJalM, YTOOBI
OpraHu30BaHHO cAaenaTb cBoe feno. Ho, cynd mo BceMy, Ciy4aroTcs HakIaIKd M Y HEMIIEB.
Kononna emie He JOCTUTIAa MPUTOPKA, KaK KOHBOUPHI YTO-TO 3arepreTaju ¢ TeMH, YTO ObUIM Ha
Kparo COCHsUKa, 3aTeM MPO3Byyaa KOMaH/1a BCEM CECTh — KaK OOBIYHO JeJanoch, KOTJa Haao ObLIO
OCTaHOBUTH JBMKEHUE. [IIIEeHHBIE OMYCTUINCh HA COJHLEINEKE U I0J CTBOJIAMM aBTOMAaTOB CTaJIU
YEro-TO KJIaTh.

Bce nocnennue qau COTHUKOB ObUT CIIOBHO B MpocTpauud. YyBCTBOBaN OH ce0sl CKBEpHO —
obeccunen 6e3 BoAbl U MUIIK. V1 OH MOJI4a, B 1MOTy3a0BITEU CHUJEN CPEeId TECHOM TOJIBI JIo/AeH Ha
KOJIIOueil cyxoi TpaBe 6e3 0coObIX MBICIIEH B TOJOBE M, HABEPHO, IOTOMY HE Cpa3y MOHSI CMBICI
JIUXOPAJOYHOrO IWIenOoTa psAaoM: «XOTb OJHOrO, a INpUKOHYy. Bee paBHO..» — «lloroam TbI
ITocmoTpum, 4uto npanbiie». — «Pa3Be HesdcHO uTO». COTHHUKOB OCTOPOKHO IIOBEN B CTOPOHY
B3IUISIIOM — TOT CaMbId €r0 COCEA-JIEUTEHAHT HE3aMETHO I APYTHX AO0CTAaBaJl U3-TIOJ TPA3HBIX
OMHTOB Ha HOTE€ OOBIKHOBEHHBIN NMEPOYMHHBIA HOXKHK, U B TJa3aX €ro Tamjiach Takas PElIMMOCTb,
4yr0 COTHHUKOB MOJyMaJl: TAKOTO HE YAEPKHUIIb. A TOT, K KOMY OH 00paIiaics, — MoXUIoN 4eJI0BEeK
B KOMCOCTaBCKOW, 0€3 MeTIMI[ TMMHACTEpPKE — OIAacIMBO MOTJIAIbBIBAT HAa KOHBOMPOB. /[Boe ux,
COUJISICH BMECTE, MPUKYPUBAIH OT 3QKUTAIKU, OJUH Ha KOHE YyTh MOOAaJh OAUTEIBHO OCMaTpUBAIl
KOJIOHHY.

OHu ele NOCUAETN Ha COJIHIE, MOKET, MMUHYT IATHA/LATh, IOKA C X0JIMa HE MOCIbIIIAIACh
Kakas-TO KOMaH/a, 1 HEMIIbl Hayalu MOAHUMATh KOJOHHY. COTHUKOB yX€ 3Haj, Ha 4TO PELINJICA
cocell, KOTOPBIH cpa3y e Hayall 3a0upaTh U3 KOJOHHBI B CTOPOHY, MOOIMKe K KoHBoUpY. KoHBOUMD
STOT ObUI CHIJIbHBIM, MPU3EMUCTHIA HEMell, Kak M BCe, C aBTOMAarOoM Ha TpyId, B TECHOM,
MIPOMOTEBIIIEM I10/1 MBIIIKAMHU KUTEJIE; U3-TI0J] MOKPOBATOM C KpaeB CYKOHHOW MUJIOTKU BBIOMBAJICS
COBCEM HE apUHCKUI — YEepHBIH, MOYTH CMOJIAHOW uy0. Hemerl TOpOMIMBO NOKYpWJI CHUTrapery,
CIUTIOHYJ CKBO3b 3yOBbl U, TMO-BUJUMOMY HaMepeBasCh IOJOTHATh KAaKOrO-TO IUIEHHOTO,
HETEpIENUBO CTYIWI [Ba IlIara K KOJOHHE. B TO e MIHOBEHHE JICMTCHAHT, CIOBHO KOPILYH,
OpocuIICs Ha HETO C33/11 U 110 CaMBbIii Y4epEeHOK BOH3MJI HOXK B €r0 3aropeiyro MIeko.

KopoTko KpsIKHYB, HEMEIl OCell Ha3eMb, KTO-TO MNoojanb KpukHyn: «[lomynapal» — u
HECKOJIBKO YEJIOBEK, OYATO MX MPYKMHOM METHYJIO M3 KOJOHHBI, Opocunuchk B mojie. COTHHKOB
TOKE€ pBaHyJcA NMpoyb. JIGHTEHAHT, KOTOPBIN CHadana Oexall, HO BAPYT CHOTKHYJICS, YIaja Ha 00K
no1 camble HOTU COTHHUKOBY U TYT )K€ HOXKOM IIMPOKO MOJIOCHYI cebe rmomnepek xuBoTa. COTHUKOB
[IEPECKOYMII Yepe3 ero Tejo, €Ba HE HACTYIIMB Ha CYAOPOXKHO CKPIOUYEHHYIO PYKY, U3 KOTOPOH,
KOPOTKO CBEPKHYB MOKPBIM JIE3BUEM, BBIIAJl B IECOK MAJICHbKUH, C YKA3aTEJIbHBIN MAJIELl, HOKHUK.

3aMenraTenbCTBO HEMIIEB JUTMIIOCH CEKYH ISATh, HE OO0JIbIIIE, TOTYAC )K€ B HECKOJIBKUX MeCTax
yIapuiIu o4Yepear — IMepBble IMyad MPOLUUTH Haja ero rosoBoid. Ho on Gexan. Kaxercs, HUKora B
KU3HU OH HE MYAJCS C TaKOW OCIICHOH MpPBIThIO, U B HECKOJIBKO IMIMPOKHUX MPBDKKOB B30Ekasl Ha
Ooyrop c cocenkamu. Ilynu yxe rycTo um 6ecOpsSAOYHO MPOHU3BIBATIM COCHOBYIO Hally, CO BCEX
CTOPOH €ro OCHINAJI0 XBOEH, a OH BCE Muall, He pa3dupas MyTH, KaK MOXHO Jajbllle, TO U JEJ0 C
PallOCTHBIM U3YMJICHHEM MOBTOPsAA mpo cedst: «Kus! XKus!»

K coxasieHnto, COCHSIYOK OKa3aJCsl COBCEM Y3€HbKOW HEUIMHHOM IOJIOCKOH, KOTOpas 4epes
COTHIO IIAroB HEOKUJIAHHO OKOHYMWIIACH, BIIEPEAM PA3JIEIIOCh YCTAaBIECHHOE psAJaMU KpPECTLIOB
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ckaroe nojie. OJJHAaKO eBaThCs eMy ObUIO HEKy/a, U OH PBAHYJICS JAJblIe — 10 CTEpHE Yepes MoJe,
TYZAQ, T€ KYpYaBWINACH 3€JICHBIE KYCThI OJIBIIAHUKA.

Tyt ero ckopo 3aMeTHIH, C3aAH Pa3lajcs KpUK, TPECHYJI HEJAIECKUN BBICTPEN — IIyJIsd, CIIOBHO
KHYTOM, XJIECTKO CTEraHyja ero 1o Oprokam, pa3pyOuB myctoil moprcurap B kapmaHe. COTHHKOB
SIBCTBEHHO IIOYYBCTBOBAJI 3TOT yIap W OTJISAHYJCA: HU3KO NPUTHYBIUWCH HaJ TPUBOU JIOLIATU U
BCKMHYB IPaBYyI0, C UCTOJETOM PYKY, 3@ HUM CKakaJl BcaiHUK. OT JIoIIaay, NOHITHO, HE YHJEIb,
u COTHHKOB MOBEPHYJICS JIULOM K TpeciiegoBatento. Konp enBa He ciub ero ¢ HOT, B TOCIETHHHA
MOMEHT OH KaK-TO YBEPHYJICSI OT €ro KOIBIT, METHYBIIUCH 3a OMKaiuid B psiay kpecten. Hemer,
PE3KO OTKUHYBIIHUCH B CeJUIe, BRIOPOCHI PYKY — I'POXHYBIIHUI BBICTPEN MepeOuI Ha BEpXHEM CHOIIE
IIEPETISICIO — COJIOMA, TYrO IBIPCHYB B CTOPOHBI, ochlnanach Ha cTepHio. Ho CoTHUKOB Bce ke
ylenaen U B OTYASHHOM IOpPhIBE CXBAaTHJI M3-TIOJ] HOI' KaMeHb — OOBIYHBINA, pa3MepoM B KYIakK,
10JIeBOW OyNbDKHUK. ONATh Kak-TO YKIOHUBIIMCH OT JIOIIAIN, OH C CHIJION OpOCHII KaMeHb MPsSMO B
JIMLO BCAJHUKY, TOT MPEKICBPEMEHHO TPOXHYII BBICTPEIIOM, HO U B 3TOT pa3 MuMo. IlouyBcTBOBaB
CIACUTEIBHYIO CHIIYy B 3TUX KaMHsIX, COTHUKOB Hayajl XBaTaThb UX M3-1I0J1 HOT U IIBBIPSTH B HEMIIA,
KOTOPBIA BEPTEJICS HA PasrOpPsIYCHHOM KOHE BOKDPYI, HOPOBs BBICTPENIUTh HaBepHsKa. Eime nsa
BBICTpeJia MPOTpPEMENH B T0JIe, HO U OHU HE 3aeiu Oerjena, KOTOPbIH, 00pagoBaBIINCh CBOCH
ylade, C KAMHEM B pyKe OpOCHJIICS 3a APYrOM psiJi KPECTLIOB.

[Toxa Hemer| yrpaBisiics co B3AbIOMBIIUMCS KOHeM, COTHMKOB MpoOexal JeCATOK IIaroB K
CIIEAYIOIIEMY pSIZTy M CHOBA KpYTO O0OepHYJICs, YTOOBI yIapuTh HaBcTpeuy. Ha 3ToT pa3 oH nmonain B
roJIOBY JIOLIAJX, U HEMeEL CHOBa npomMaszayl. COTHUKOB IIBBIPHYJ B HETO €l1€ TPU KaMHs MOAPST,
YBEpPTHIBAACH OT JIOIIAJMHBIX KOMNBIT M BCE Jaibllie nepederas oT KpecTma K Kpectiy. Ho Bot
KpECTIbl KOHUWINCH, B pAly ocrtaics nociaenHuii. COTHUKOB B M3HEMOXEHMM yNal 32 HUM Ha
KOJICHH, C’KaB B pyKe KaMeHb. B 3TOT pa3 Hemel peIIUTEIbHO HAIPAaBWII KOHS Ha KPECTEL], BUIUMO
HaMmepeBasCh CHIMOMTH Oeriyieria KombITaMu. KOHb BBICOKO B3BHJICS HA 33aJHMX HOTax M, CKHYB
CeJNIe3E€HKOM, TSHKETIO MPBITHY, 00pyIIMBas KpecTell 1 3aBanuBas cHonamu CotHukoBa. [lagas, Tot,
OJIHAKO, PaJlOCTHO BCKPUKHYJ — MPOMEIbKHYBIIMH Mepe HUM napabesuiyM B pyKe HeMIla KpyTo
BBITHYJICSI BBEPX 3aTBOPOM: BbIIIIA 00oiMa. [IOHSB CBOIO OIJIOIIHOCTH, HEMEI] Cropsiya pe3Ko
ocazui KoHs, ¥ Torja COTHUKOB, BCKOYUB, CO BCEX HOT OPOCHJICS K HEAAJICKOMY YK€ KyCTapHUKY.

Ero mnpecnepoBaTtenbs MOTEps HECKOIBKO OYEHb BAXKHBIX CEKYHJ, IIOKAa Iepe3apsiKall
MUCTOJNIET — JJs 3TOr0 Hago ObLIO mpuaepkarb KoHs, — W COTHHMKOB ycren 1o0exarb [0
onpIIaHuKa. TyT y)Xe KOHb eMy Obul He cTpamieH. He oOparasi BHUMaHMs Ha OMSTH pa3/aBIIHecs
BBICTPEIIBL, a TAK)KE BETKH, pa3fUpaBIlINe €ro JIMIO, OH J0Jro Oexal, moka He 3a0paics B 00JIOTO.
JleBaThcs OBLIO HEKY/a; ¥ OH BJe3 B KOYKOBATYIO, C OKHAMHU CTOSIYEH BOJBI TPSICUHY, U3 KOTOPOW
y)K€ HUKyJa He MOT BbIOpaThcs. TaM OH MOHSUI, YTO €CIM HE YTOHET, TO MOXET CUHUTaTh ceds
ciaceHHbIM. W OH 3aramiics, 10 MOI00pPOIKA MOTPY3UBLIMCH B BOJY M JEP)KacCh 32 TOHEHBKYIO, C
MU3HHEI], JO30BYIO BETKY, BCE BpEMs HAIPsDKEHHO cooOpakasi: BBLACPKUT oHA uiH HeT. Eciu Obl
BETKa CJIOMaJlach, OH OBl YK€ He yIepiKaycs, CHJIBI Y HEro He ocTanoch. Ho BeTka He mo3BosMia
€My CKPBITbCS C T'OJIOBOM B IPOPBE, MaAJO-IIOMaly OH OTIBIIAICSA M, KAK TOJIbKO BJAJIU 3aTUXJIA
cTpenbOa, ¢ TpyJOM BEIOpAJICs Ha CyXoe.

bruta yxxe HOub, OH OThICKa] B HeOe [loyisipHyIO M, TOYTH HE Bepsl B CBOE CIAcEeHHUe, moopen
Ha BOCTOK.

MnaBa peBsATasn

COTHHMKOB HEMOJBIDKHO JIeKaJ Ha CKaMbe 3a CTOJIOM, HAaBEpPHO, YCHYN, a PriOak mepecen
noOmmKe K OKHY M M3-3a KOCSKa cTal HaOmoAaTh 3a TPOMMHKOH. OH HEMHOTro mepeOHsl Tojof
KapTOIIKOH, IeNaTh TYyT €My ObUIO HEUero, Ho M YHUTH ObLJIO HENIb3sl — IPUXOAUIIOCH KIaTh. A KOMY
HE U3BECTHO, YTO JKJIaTh U JOTOHATH XYK€ BCETO.

HasepHo, mo 3Toi miM eme nmo Kakoi-Imbo MpUYMHE B HEM Hayaja pacTH J0Caja, Jaxe
37I0CTh, XOTS 3JUThCA Bpojae M He Obuio Ha Koro. Passe Ha CoTHHMKOBa, KOTOPOTO OH HE MOT
OCTaBUTb Ha ITUX JAETEH. X03dlKa HE BO3BpallaIach, IIOCIATh 32 HEW OH HE pelIaycs: Kak B TAKOM
JieTie ToJiaraThesi Ha peOsiTeHka?
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W oH cuzen y oKHa, HEU3BECTHO YET0 OXKHJasi, MPUCIYIIUBAsCh K CIy4allHbIM 3ByKaM H3BHE.
[To Ty cTOpOHY HeperopoAKH MOBCTABAIN JIETH, CIBIIIANACh UX MPUTITYIIEHHAs BO3HS B KPOBAaTH —
MHOT/Ia Ha TPOXO0/JIE OTOJIBUTANIACH JICPIOXKKA, M B IEJHU MOSIBIISIIOCH MYpP3aToe, JTIOOOIBITCTBYIOIIEE
anuuko. Ho oHo Tyt ke mcuesano. JleBouka TaM KPHKJIMBO KOMaHJIOBajla, HUKOTO HE BBITYCKas
13-32 TIEPETOPOJIKH.

Ppibak 10 Menpyalmmx MOJpPOOHOCTEH M3YUMJI CTEXKKY 32 OKHOM, OCTaTKHU pa3jIOMaHHOM
M3rOpPOJM W Kpail HEOTOPOXKEHHOTO KIAJA0MIIA C KOJIIOYMM KyCTapHUKOM M0 Mexe. Tpsrka,
3aThIKaBIIasi pa3OMTOE CTEKIO, HEIUIOXO CKphlBaja €ro B OKHE. Ha ChIpoM T'HHJIOBATOM
MOJIOKOHHUKE CTOSUIO HECKOJBKO TPS3HBIX IMY3bIPHKOB OT JIEKAPCTB, BALSIIMCH KIYOOK JIBHSHBIX
HUTOK W TpSANUYHAS KyKja, IJa3a U POT KOTOPOM OBLIM MCKYCHO HAapHCOBaHBl YEpPHUIIAMH.
HanpoTuB 3a ctonom OecrokoifHo npiman Bo cHe COTHHMKOB, KOTOPOTO Hajlo OBLJIO YCTPOWTH
Ha/Ie)KHEe, HO JUIS TOro HY)XHa Oblia Xo3siiika. TOMSACh M HEpBHUYAs B HEONPEAEICHHOM CBOEM
okuiaHuM, PpiOak MOUYTH ¢ HENMPHUSA3HBIO CIYIIad HE3J0pPOBOE JbIXaHHUE TOBAapHINa, BCe OOJbINE
COKpYIIasACh OTTOTO, YTO UM TaK He moBe3io ceronHs. M Bce u3-3a CotHukoBa. Pridak Obu1 He3mon
4eloBeK, HO, caMm o0Jiajas HEIJIOXUM 370POBHEM, OTHOCWICS K OOJBHBIM 03 H3IUIITHETO
COYYBCTBHS, HE TMOHUMAas MHOTNA, KAK 3TO BO3MOXKHO MPOCTYIUTHCS, 3aHEMOYb, PACXBOPATHCA.
«JleicTBUTENBHO, — TyMall OH, — 3a00JIETh HAa BOMHE — cCaMOe HEJIETIOe, YTO MOKHO U MPHIYMATh.

3a BpeMs TNPOJOJDKUTEIBHOM CIyxObl B apMUM B HEM TOSBHJIOCH HECKOJBKO
MPEHEOPEIKUTEIILHOE YYBCTBO K c1a0bIM, 00JIE3HEHHBIM, Pa3HOTO poja HeyAauyHUKaM, KOTOPBIE IO
TEM WU JPYTUM NPUYMHAM YEro-To He MOrud, He ymenu. OH-TO crapajics yMeTh M MOYb BCE.
[IpaBna, 10 BOIHBI KO€ B 4eM OBLIO TPYAHOBATO, OCOOEHHO KOT/a JIEJI0 KacaloCh I'PaMOTHOCTH,
oOpa3oBaHusi — OH He JIOOWI KHIDKHOW HAayKH, JUIS KOTOPOH HYXHBI OBUIM TEpIieHHE U
YCUIUYHUBOCTH. Ppibaky Oousblie mo Jyire ObUIO KHBOE, PEalbHOE JIENO CO BCEMHU €ro XJIOMOTaMH,
TPYAHOCTSMHU M HEyBs3KaMHu. HaBepHO, MO3TOMY OH TpH rojia MPOCIYXHJI CTapUIMHOH POTHI —
XapakTepoM ero 60T He 00enI, SHEPTUH Takxke xBaTajo. Ha BoliHe Pribaky B HEKOTOpPOM CMBICTE
0Ka3aJI0Ch JIaXKe JIETKO, TI0 KpaiHel Mepe, IpoCTo: 1esib 00pbOb! ObljIa OYEBHIHOM, a HaJl TPOYUMU
00CTOSATENICTBAMH OH HE OYEHBb pa3AyMbIBal. B MX MapTU3aHCKON JKU3HU MPUXOAUIOCH OUYEHb HE
CIIQJIKO, HO BCE-TaKH JIerde, YeM IpOILJIbIM JieToM Ha (ponTe, u Pribak Obln moBosieH. B oOmem
eMy IOKa 4TO BEe3JI0, HaubobiIre O0eapl ero 00X0oANH, OH MOHAJ, YTO IJIaBHOE B UX TaKTHKE — HE
pacTepsaTbes, He MIPO3eBaTh, BOBpEMs MPUHSATH perieHne. HaBepHoe, cMbICT TapTU3aHCKONH OOPBOBI
3aKII0YaJICsl B TOM, YTOOBI, OTCTauBas COOCTBEHHYIO >KHW3Hb, YMHHTH BpE€I Bpary, U TYT OH
YyBCTBOBAJI ce0sl TIOJTHOIICHHBIM MapTU3aHCKUM OOUIIOM.

— Mawmka, MmaMKka uaer! — BAPYr paJioCTHO BCKpUYaja JeTBOpa 3a MEePEropoaKkou.

Ppibak MeTHyNn B3IJISIIOM B OKHO M YBHJEN Ha CTEXKKE MKCHIIMHY, KOTOpas MEIKUMH
[IaKKaM¥u TOPOTUIMBO ceMeHuma K n3be. [inHHOBaTasi TeMHasi F00Ka, 3aMBI3TaHHBINA TOTYITYOOK U
IIJIATOK, TOJICTO HAaKPYYECHHBIM Ha IOJIOBY, CBUACTEIBCTBOBAIM HE O IIEPBOM MOJIOJOCTU XO3AMKH,
XOTsl, MO-BUJMMOMY, OHa emie He Obuia u crapoil. Cnemys 3a Hell B3rIAIoM, PbiGak ocTOpokHO
MOJBUHYNCA 32 OKHOM. OT JETCKOro KpuKa BCTpemeHyics 3a croiioM COTHUKOB, HO, YBHJIEB
Pri0aka moGIM30CTH, OTISATH BBITSHYJICS Ha CKaMbe.

Kornma B ceHAX CTykHyna IIekojaa, PrlOak OTOIBUHYIICS Ha KOHEL CKaMbH M IMOCTapajcs
NPUHATH CIIOKOWHBIN, BIOJIHE A0OpomopsnouHblii Bua. Hamo Obulo Kak MOXHO TpPHBETIHBEE
BCTPETUTH XO35IHKY, HE HAIyraTh 1 HE OOHJIETh €€: C Hell MPEACTOSII0 JOrOBOpUTHCS 0 COTHHKOBE.

Omna emie He OTKpbUIA JBEpH, KaK M3-32 MEPEropoAKH BHICHINIAJIA JETBOpPA — JBE JICBOYKH,
MIPUIIOIHSB 3aHABECKY, OCTAJIHMCh Ha BBIXOJIE, a JIET MATH MAIbUYUK, 00COH, B pBaHBIX, Ha ILICHKaX
IITaHUIIKaX, OPOCHIICS K TIOPOTY HABCTPEUY:

— Mawmka, MmamKa, a y Hac najaTu3aHbl!

Boiing, ona cpasy mojanach BIepesa, YTOObI MOAXBAaTUTh MalbyMKa Ha PYKH, HO BJIPYT
BBINPSMIIIACH U C HEIOYMEHHBIM HCIYTOM B3IJISIHYJIa HA HE3HAKOMOTO € YeoBeKa.

— 31paBCTBYiiTe, X035iiKa, — CO BCel JOOPOKEIATeTbHOCThIO, HA KOTOPYIO OH OBLI criocoOeH
ceifgac, ckazai Pri0Oak.

Ho xo3siika yxe corsana ¢ ycTajaoro Jmia yAUBICHUE, MEJIbKOM B3TJIAHYJIA HA CTOJ C IIyCTON
MUCKOM, ¥ YTO-TO Ha €€ JIUIIE MepeIepHYIOCh.
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— 31paBCTBYiiTE, — XOJIOTHO OTBETHIIA OHA, OTCTpaHssA OT cels pedenka. — Cuaure, 3HAUUT?

— Jla BoT kak BuauTe. Bac xaem.

— DT0 Kakas ke y BaC KO MHE HaJ0OHOCTH?

Her, Tyr He 3amaamioch 4TO-TO, JKEHIIMHA SBHO HE XOTEJIa HAaCTPAauBaThCS HA TOT TOH,
KOTOPBIH eii npezaran Peibak, — 4To-T0 CypoBOE, 3710€ U CBapIMBOE MOCIIBIIIAIOCH B €€ T0JIOCE.

OH moka cMmoJyiyaJl, a OHa TEM BPEMEHEM pACCTETHYJa CTApPEHbKHUM JIaTaHbIM TYJIYI4YHK,
CTallWjia C TOJIOBBI IJIaTOK. PhIOak mpHCTanbHO BIVISIBIBAJICS B HEE — CBASIHHBIC, HEUECAHBIC
BOJIOCHI, 3aIIbJIEHHBIE MOYKH YILIEH, YTOMJIEHHOE, KAKOE-TO CEPOE, HE OUYEHb €IlI€ U MOKUIIOE JIUIO
C CEThI0 PaHHUX MOPILMH BO3JI€ pTa KPAaCHOPEUYHUBO CBUJETEIBCTBOBAIN O HEMPEXOAIIEH ropedn
€€ TPYAOBOU JKU3HU.

— Kakas eme HagoOHOcTE? — OHa Opocuia IJIATOK Ha IIECT BO3JE IEYH, OISTH IOBENA
B3TJISJIOM Ha KOHEI[ cToJia ¢ MUCKOM. — Xieba? Cana? Vnu, MOXKET, sIMIl Ha STUYHHITY 3aX0TEI0CH?

— MbI He HeM1Ibl, — cAep)KaHHO cKa3an Pribak.

— A xT0 xe BbI? Moxert, kpacHble apMeiipl? Tak kpacHble apMeiIbl Ha (POHTE BOIOIOT, @ BBI
TOJIbKO TO 3ayriaMm miacraere. Jla emie mopaBail BaM OyabOOYKH, OT'YPUYHMKOB... I'35IbKa, BO3bMHU
Jlenuka! — KpUKHyNa OHa CTapIlei, a cama, He pa3feBasch, Ha CKOPYIO PYKy Hadaia Mmpuoupartb
BO3JI€ TI€YU: TOPILIKH — Ha 3aTHETKY, BEPO — K MOPOTy, BEHUK — B YTOJI.

3a cToJIOM Hayaja HacTOM4MBO KanuiaTh COTHMKOB, OHA IOKOCUJIACh HAa HEro, HAXMypHJIach,
HO TPOMOJYaNa; MPOJOJDKas yOouparh, 3a/lepHyia IPA3HYIO 3aHABECKY HaJ JIa30M B TOJIEYbe.
Pr1bak momHsIcs, CO3HaBas, 4YTO JOMYCTHJ OIIMOKY: BHIMMO, OOpamiaThCsi C HEW Hago ObLIO
MIOCTPOKE, C 3TOU CBApPIMBOM, pa3apakeHHON 6a00H.

— HampacHo, TeTka. MBI K BaM 0-XOpOILEMY, a Bbl pyraTbCs.

— 51 pas3Be pyratocs? Ecnu Obl s pyranach, Bamieil Obl U HOTH 37ech He Obuto. LIpI BB,
xonepbl! Bac enie He xBaTano! — NpuKpuKHyaa oHa Ha naereil. — ', Bo3bmu JleHuka, ckazanal
Jlenuk, moObro!

— A s, MaMKa, aJITU3aHOB CMOTJIET XOUY.

— S tebe mocmoTpro! — ¢ yrpo3oil TONMHyJa OHAa K MEpPEropojake, W JEeTH HCYE3IH. —
[TapTusansi!

Ppi0ak BHUMaTEeNnbHO HaAOMIONAN 3a HEM, pa3MBILIUIAA: OTYEro Obl € ObITh TAaKOW 3JI0M, ATOM
Hemunxe? B ronoBe ero BO3HMKA&JIM CaMbl€ PA3IMYHbIE HA 3TOT CUET NPEANOJIOKEHUS: XKEHa
noJyimiast, Kakas-HUOyJb POJHS 3JEIIHEro CTapOCThl WM, MOXET, 4eM-TH00 OOMKEeHHas MpH
Coserckoit Bnactu? Ho, mopa3mbICiuB, OH OTOPOCHII BCE 3TH JIOMBICIBI, SIBHO HE BSI3aBIIHMECS C
HUIIEHCKUM BUJOM 3TOM >KEHILUHBI.

— A rzie TBo# Jlemka? — Bapyr cripocui Pridak.

Omna BBIIpsAAMUIIACH U KaK-TO HACTOPOKEHHO, IOYTH UCITYTaHHO B3IJIsIHYJIA HAa HETO:

— A BbI 0TKyZa 3HaeTe JleMky?

— 3HaeM.

— Yero x Torna cnpammaere? Pa3se teneps 60a0bl 3HaIOT, rae ux Myxuku? [lobpocanu, BOT
U J)KMBHU KaK XOYEIIIb.

Omna B3sj1a ¢ MOpOra BEHUK M Hadajla 3aMeTaTh BO3JIe Ieun. Bce ee pazMalmucTbie IBUKEHUS
CBH/IETEJILCTBOBAIIM O KpaifHEM HEpacIoJIOKEHUH K 3TUM HEMPOIICHBIM TocTsIM. Pbibak Bce mymai,
HE 3Has, KaK HaKOHEIl NMOACTYNHThCS K J[eMuuxe ¢ TeM IVIaBHBIM Pa3roOBOPOM, paau KOTOPOTO OH
TOKUJAJICS €€.

— Tyr, BuauIIb 11U, TETKa, TOBAPHIL[ TOTO...

Ona pasor"ynach, NOJO3PUTENBHO B3rsHYl1a Ha CoTHukOBa B yray. ToT JBUHYICH,
MONBITAJICS. BCTAaTh M 3aMETHO NOJABUJ CTOH. /leMunxa Ha MUHYTY 3aMepila C BEHUKOM B pyKax.
Pp10ak motHSIICS CO CKaMbH.

— BoT Buaumb, mioxo emy, — cka3ail OH.

COTHHMKOB MUHYTY KOPUYHJICS OT 00JIM B HOTE, 00EMMHM pyKaMu JiepKach 3a KOJICHO U CXKUMast
3yObl, 9TOOBI HE 3aCTOHATH.

— Yepr, npHUCOXJIa, HABEPHO.

— A ThI He nepraiics. Jlexu. TeOs jxe He TOHSAT.
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IToxa Pribak ycrpauBanm Ha ckaMmbe €ro Hory, Jlemumxa Bce XMypHJach, HO MaJO-TIOMaly
PE3KOBATOE BBIPAKEHUE HA €€ JIULIE CTAI0 CMArYaThCsl.

— IlotoxuTh 4TO-HUOYAL HAJ0, — CKa3ajia OHA U IOIJIa 3a MEePEeropoaKy, OTKyAa BbIHECTIa
CTapylo, C BBUIC3IINMH KJIOUbSIMHU CEPO BaThbl, U3MATYIO Tesorpeiiky. — Ha, Bce msrde Oyzer.

«Tak, — MpIcieHHO oTMeTus Pribak. — 310 nmpyroe aeno. Mosker, emie mojgoOpeer 3Ta 3ias
6a6a». COTHHKOB MPHUIIOIHSIICSA, OHA CYHYJa TeNOTPEUKY MO €ro rojoBY, U OH, MOKAIUIUBAs, TYT
’Ke OIYCTUJICS CHOBA. JIpIXaHUe ero MO-IPEeKHEMY ObLIO YaCTBIM U TPYIHBIM.

— bonpHOH, — yxe IpyruM TOHOM, criokoiHee ckazana [lemumxa. — XKap, BuaHo. Bon kak
ropur!

— IIpoiinet — oTmaxuycs pykoit Peibak. — Huuero crpamsoro.

— Hy xoHe4HO, BaM Bce He CTpallHO, — Hadaja CEepAUThCs X03diKa. — M crpensior Bac — He
crpamiHo. M 4to MaTh rzae-to yOuBaeTcs — HUYEro. A Ham... 3elbsi HaJ0 CBApPHUTh, HAMUTHCA,
BCIIOTETh. A TO BOH KJIQIOUIIE PSAIOM.

— Knanbwuie — He camoe xy/iiee, — Kasisi, ckazain COTHUKOB.

OH Kak-TO HEXOPOLIO OKUBHIICS TIOCIIE KOPOTKOTO 3a0BIThsl, HABEPHO, OT TEMIIEPATYPHI PE3KO
pacKpacHEIHUCh IIEKH, B Iia3ax MOSBHICS JMXOPaJOUYHBIA OJIECK, HEECTECTBEHHAs MOPHIBUCTOCTD
CKBO3MJIA B €T0 JABUIKEHUSX.

— Uro xe eme MOXeT ObITh Xyxke? — JOombIThIBajachk JlemMunxa, youpas co crojla MUCKH. —
HagepHo %k, B nexso He Bepute?

— MBI B paii BepuM, — HIyTauBo Opocui Prroak.

— Jloxxnerecs pas, a Kak xke.

3a0pskaB 3aCIOHKOM, X03sHKa TOJe3/a B Me4b, 33BUrajia TaM 4yryHkaMu. OJTHaKo MOX0XkKe
ObUIO Ha TO, YTO OHA YK€ YCIIOKOMJIACh, Jaxe rnojaoOpena. Ppibak uyBCTBOBANI 3TO M AyMal, uToO,
MOJKET, KaK-7T100 Bce ellle YCTPOUTCSI.

— Hawm 051 Teruioit Boguuku — pany oOMbITh. Panuim ero, TeTka.

— Jla yx Bumxy. He cobaka ykycuna. Bon Bcio Houb moa Crapocenbem Oaxai, — Kak Obl
HEB3Ha4ai cooOIIHIIa OHA, OTIEPIIUCH HA YXBAT. — [ OBOPSAT, OJTHOTO MOJIHIIAsk OCTPEITUIIH.

— ITonumas?

- Hy.

— A KTO ckazan?

— babs1 roBopuIH.

— Hy, ecniu 6a0b1, TO BEpHO, — yABIOHYJICS Ha KOHIIE ckaMelku Ppibak. — OHM Bce 3HAIOT.

JleMunxa cepAuTO OIJISIHYJIACh OT IEYH.

— A uto, HeT? balObI-To 3HAIOT. A BBI BOT He 3HaeTe. Eciii Obl 3HaNM — HE CIIpaIinBaiy.

Omna nojasia UM BOJly B UyT'YHKE M HaIlpaBUJIach 3a 3aHABECKY K JIETSIM.

— Hy, BbI y’x caMu. A TO HE XBaTaJlo MHE €Ill€ BaM IOPTKU CHUMATh.

— Jlagno, nanHo, — cornacuics Pei6ak u ctynun k CoTHUKOBY. — JlaBaii Oypok CHUMEM.

CoTHHKOB cxaJl 3yObl, BIICTIMJICS PyKaMH B CKaMblo, U PbIOak ¢ yCHIIMEM CTalluI C ero HOTH
MOKDBIii, OKpOBaBJIEHHBII Oypok. Jlanbiie Hafo ObUIO CHATH OproKu, 1 COTHHKOB, TOMOPIIHBIIHCH,
BBKAJL:

— 4 cam.

Bunate no Bcemy, emy OBUIO MyYUTENBHO OOJBHO, M BCE XK€, PACCTETHYB, OH CIABHHYJ IO
KOJICHEH Tarxke OKpOBaBJICHHBbIC MTaHbl. Cpean MOJACOXIINX KPOBABBIX MOATEKOB Ha Tene Pribak
yBUzen HakoHel paHy. OHa oka3anach cCOBCeM HeEOOJIBIIOHN, MOAINYXIIEH, C CHHEBATHIM
000JIKOM-BOKPYT M C BHJly BOBCE HE CTpAIlHOM — TUMHMYHOW IIyJEBOM paHOW, KOTOpas ele
9yTh-4yTh KpoBoTOoumia. C Ipyroit cTopoHsl Oesipa BeIXOa HEe ObLIO, YTO 3HAYMIIO: MYJIs 3acTpsiia
B HOTe. DTO y)Ke OBbLIIO MOXYXKe.

— Jla, cnenoe, — o3abodeHHo ckazan Peidak. — [Ipunercs mocraBatk.

— JlanHo, ThI XK€ HE JIOCTaHelllb, — Havall paszapaxarbcs CoTHUKOB. — Tak 3aBsi3bIBaid, yero
pas3IuIsIbIBaTh.

— Huuero, uro-to npuaymaem. Xo3sIOLIKa, MOXKET, U NEPEBA3ATh YEM HaWJETCS? — rpomMye
cipocun Pr16ak, a caM MOKpBIM HOJIOTEHIIEM Hayall OTUPATH C TeJa MOJCOXITYIO KPOBb.
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Hora CotHukoBa OoNe3HEHHO B3JparuBajiia, TOT, OJHAKO, Hampsrajcs u Tepmes, U Pvroak
MoJlyMaJl, 4To, B OOIIIEM, paHEHHE HE CIHUIIKOM TsDKEJOe, €CIIH TOJBKO ITyJsl He 3aje1a KocTu. Ecnu
MyJII0 U3BJIEYb, TO 32 MecAll Bce 3apacteT. Kyna BakHee OBIJIO 3TOT MecsIl TJIe-TO MepenpsTaThes,
YTOOBI HE MIOIACTh K HEMIIAM.

Bckope Jlemunxa mosBuiach B JBEpPSAX C YHUCTHIM IOJIOTHSHBIM OOpPBIBKOM B pyKax, H
COTHHMKOB CTECHUTEILHO ChEKHIICS.

— He Ooiitecs! HaTe BOT, mepeBsi3pIBaiiTe, 4eM HaIILIA.

Bce Bpems, moka Peibak 6unTOBaN Genpo, COTHUKOB, CKMMAast 3yObl, TTOAABIISI CTOH U, KaK
TOJIBKO BCE OBLIIO OKOHUYEHO, TJIACTOM CBAJIMIICS Ha CKaMbl0. PhIOaK CIIOJIOCHYI B UyT'YHKE PYKH.

— Hy BoT onepauus u 3akoHueHa. X03s10mKa!

— Buxy, He cienas, — ckaszana Jlemunxa, NOsBIISISICh B IBEPSIX.

— A 4TO mambilie — BOT 3arBo3jka. — Peibak ¢ o4eBHAHON 3a00TOI CABMHYNT Ha 3aTBUIOK
IIaNKy ¥ BOIPOCHUTEIBHO MIOCMOTPEI Ha JKEHILUHY.

— A s pa3Be 3Haro, 4TO y Bac Jajplie?

— Wnaru oH He MOkeT — (pakT.

— Croza e npuuien.

HaBepHo, OHa 4YTO-TO MOYYBCTBOBAJa B €ro JajlbHEM HaMeKe, U OHH HPUCTAIBHO H
HACTOPOKEHHO TOCMOTpPETIH APYT APYry B ria3a. M 3Tu uMX HeZodrue B3Il cKa3alu OoJblie,
yeM MX cioBa. PeiOak cHOBa OmIyTHs B ce0e HEYBEPEHHOCTh — YTO U TOBOPHUTH: CIHUILIKOM TSDKEIN
ObUI TOT TPY3, KOTOPBI OH COOMpAJICS MEPENIOKUTh Ha IJICUH STON BOT XKEHUIMHbI. BripoueM, oHa,
BUJaTh, HE XYK€ €ro MOHUMala, KaKoMy IOJBEprajiach pUCKy, €ciid Obl corjacuiach ¢ HUM, H
MIOTOMY peIlnja CTOSITh Ha CBOEM.

B noBonpHO Oeriom, 10 CHX MOp HM K YeMy HE OOS3BIBAIOIIEM pa3roBOpE HACTYIWIIA
3aMuHKa. COTHUKOB BBDKUIATEIBHO MPUTHX HA CKaMbe, a Pp1Oak 03a004eHHO B3TJISIHYI B OKHO.

— Hemuipi!

Kak y)xaneHHBII OH OTHPSHYI K IOPOTY, 32 KaKyl0-TO JIOJIO CEKYH/bI BCE K€ YCIEB CXBAaTHTh
B3TJISIOM HECKOJIBKMX BOOPYKEHHBIX JIIOCH, CTOSIMMX Ha kinaadume. OHM MMEHHO CTOSUIM, a He
[T, XOTSI OH JIaXKe HE TOHSUI, Kya ObLTH 0OpalleHbl UX JIMIA, — OH TOJBKO YBHJIEN UX CHUIYITHI C
TOPYALIMMH W3-3a CIIMH CTBOJAMU BUHTOBOK.

COTHHMKOB TOJHSUICA B YIUIy, 3alllapuil BO3Ne ce0s PYKOH, CTapasich CXBaTHTh OpYXKHE.
Xo3siKka Kak CTOsUIa, TaK M 3aMepiia, KPOBb Pa3oM OTXJIBIHYJIAa OT €€ JIMIa, BAPYr CTaBIIETO
COBEpILEHHO cephIM. Ppifak cHauyana Opocwics K JBEpH, HO TYT K€ BEpHYJICS, YTOOBI elie pas
B3TJISIHYTh B OKHO.

— Unyt! Tpoe croga uayr!

JleCTBUTENBHO, TpO€ ¢ KJIAJ0UIIa He CIella UTM BHU3 K CTEXKe, KaK pa3, HaBepHO, 10 UX
HemaBHUM cnenaMm. Kak Tonmpko PeiOak yBuaen 3TO, BHYTPHM B HEM BCE CXKAJIOCh B ILIEMSIIEM
npeauyBcTBUM Oenpl. Hukoraa oH He myraics Tak, JAa)xe CEeroJHsIIHel Houblo B mose. Kazanocs,
CaMbIM DPa3yMHBIM Temeph ObUIO OexaTb, HO OH OpOCHJ B3IIAJ HAa CKOPYEHHOTO HAa CKAaMbe
CoTHHMKOBa, C)KMMaBIIEr0 B pyKe BHHTOBKY, W OCTaHOBWICA. bexare Oblio Henmb3s. [lemunxa,
HaBEPHO, TAK)Xe MOHSJIA 3TO U BAPYT 3aTBEPANIIa MAHUYECKUM LIETIOTOM:

— Ha uepnak! Ha uepnak! JlespTe Ha uepnax!

Hy, pa3ymeercs, Ha yepnak, IZie )K€ €IIle MOXKHO CIPATaTbcs B KPECThIHCKON n30e. OHU
CYHYJIHCh B TEMHOBATbhI€ CEHH, B YTy KOTOPBIX YepHEN KBAJpPAaTHBIN Jla3 HA YepJakK, HO JIECTHUIIBI
noJ HUM He ObuTo, U PhiOak BCKOYMI HAa KaMEHHBIE KPYru >KepHOBOB. Tam OH mepebpocui Ha
Yyep/1ak BUHTOBKY U OTJISIHYJICS.

— JlaBaii TBOIO!

COTHHKOB, paccTaBUB PYKH, mepeOuparucs uyepes mopor, [lemunxa nmomaepxkuBana ero. OH
1oJiaJl BUHTOBKY, U PpiOak Taxke CyHyJ ee B TEMHYIO JIbIpYy 4epjaka. 3aTeM, e/jBa He ONPOKUHYB
KepHoBa, Brammil Ha HUX CoTHukoBa. Bepxnee OpeBHO oTciofa ObLIO elie BbICOKO, HO Pribak
BCE-TaKU NOTSAHYJICA O HErO M, IPeMs IO CTEHE carloraMmu, Kak-To B3oOpaiics HaBepX. TyT ke
yXBaTWJI 3a mpoTsHyThle pykn CoTHuKOBa. JleMumxa Bce BpeMs yCEpIHO, XOTS W HE B Jaf,
nomoraina cHuzy; COTHHKOB ocnabeno kapaOKaics, Hampsrasich U3 MOCIEIHUX CWI, U HAaKOHEIl
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MIEPEBAIMJIICS Uepe3 BepXHee OPEBHO CTEHBI.

— Tam nmaksns! 3a nakito e3pTe! — MoACKa3bIBaIa CHU3Y XO34HKa.

Pribak mpoOexan mo MArkod uepradHoil 3aceinke. TyT, Kak MU B CEHsIX, TOCIOJICTBOBAJ
MOJIyMPAK, XOTS U3-TI0J] KPBIIIU U CKBO3b MAJIEHBKOE CIIyXOBOE OKOIIKO BO (hpOHTOHE NMPOOHBATIOCH
HEMHOT'O CBETa, B KOTOPOM ObLJI BHJICH IIMPOKHUI CTONO KUPIMUYHOM TpyOBl, Kakue-To OOHOCKU Ha
JUIMHHOM ILII€CTe, CIOMaHHas Npsuika BHU3Y. [loojanp moj Kpeliel OH paccMOTpPEN NOPSA0OYHBIN
BOPOX IAKJIN.

— Crona nasaii!

CoTHHKOB, IOJJ0OOpPaB BUHTOBKY, Ha YETBEPEHbKAX IMOJAJICA MOJ CKOC KpBIIIM B YroJi, Kynaa
ykaszas Ppi0ak, ¥ TOT, MOJAEB CAlloroM, HaBAIMJI HA HErO BOpOX Makid. IloToM u cam 3aTtucHyncs
IO/ KPBIIYy 3a CIIMHY TOBApHILA.

3aMepeB, OHU JISKaIH, €/[Ba CIPABISSACH C JAbIXaHHEM. B Hoc mmnbano pe3KuM NEeHbKOBBIM
3amaxoM, KOCTpa M3 Makjik oOChINasa JIMIO U KOJIOJNACh 32 BOPOTHHKOM. Hampsras ciyx, Peibak
cTapajicsl MOHATh, IUIM HEMIIBI 110 MX CI€AaM WIM TaK IPOCTO HAIpPaBIIUIMCh B JepeBHI0. Eciu no
clefaM, To, pasymeercs, Oyayt uckarb. Torma Bpan i uM TyT otcuaeThes. B rpyan CoTHHKOBa
IPOMKO XpHIIENO, 3TO MEUIAJIO CIIYIIATh, U BCE K€ OHU CTapajiCh HE MPOIYCTUTh HU OJHOTO 3BYyKa
cHapyxH. [onoca pa3gaBamuch yxe Tak Onu3ko, uto Ppibaka oxBaTuiga OTOPOIb: HEMIIBI
3aroBOPWIH € [leMunxoi.

— IIpuser, ¢pasa! Kax sxucts?

OxkaspiBaercsi, 3T0 ObUIM mosuau, Peibak y3Hanm ux ¢ mepBoro cioBa. He ocraHaBimmBasch,
OHH TIPOILIATajy 10 ABOPY, KAKETCs HANPABIISACH K ABEpH. JleMunxa mouemy-to Monyaia, u Peibak
BECh HAIpSAIcs, CTPACTHO KeJasi, YTOObI OHH MPOILIH MUMO.

— Yto Mosuuib? 30BH B FOCTH, — INIyXOBATO JJOHECIOCH CHUBY.

— IlycTpb Bac Ha KJ1aA0MILE 30BYT, TAKUX TOCTEH, — OBLT UM OTBET.

«3, He HAJO TaK, — C COXaJCHHEM INPOHECIOCHh B TojioBe y Pribaka. — 3auem 3aaupatbes!»
UyTKO BCIIYHIMBAsICh, OH MOYTH CO CTPAXOM MEpPEeKHUBall IpyOble CI0Ba XO3SMKH M OYEHb OIacacs,
YTO Ta KaKUM-HHOY/Ib HEOCTOPO>KHBIM CIIOBOM Pa303JIUT UX, U TOTJa HE MUHOBATh O€/IbI.

— Oro! TsI uTO, HEOOBOJIBHA?

— JloBosibHA. Pagyroce, a kak xe!

— To-to! Bonka ects!

— A y MeHs J1aBKa, 4To Jau??

— Torna ronu nmapy xonbac!

— Eme gero 3axorenu! M3 komiku st ux Bam Hajenato? [loacBunka 3abpanu, a Teneps Kojdac
um!

— Bor kak Thl Hac BCTpedaellb! — €XWAHO 3acKpunen Apyrod rosioc. — IlapTuzan Tax,
HaBEPHO, CMETAHKOI KopMuia Obl.

— Mou aetu nosrojja CMETaHbl HE BUJIENH.

— A MBI ceifdac 3To en0 npoBepuM!

Hy xoHe4Ho, Henb3st ObIIO TaK 33AUPHCTO OOPAIIATHCS ¢ HUMU, BOT OHH M HE MPOILUIA MUMO
— UX TSDKEJbIE IIard 3aTonaju yxe B ceHsx. Ho, kaxercs, nBepb B n30y elle HE OTKPHIBAIU, U
Ppi0ak 1moxosonen OT HEOKUIAAHHOTO M TaKOTO €CTECTBEHHOTO Terephb MPEANOI0KEHUs: a BIPYT
MoJie3yT Ha dYepaak 3a konbacamu? Ho Her, moka 4YTo CTy4ajau B CEHSX, HaBEPHO, OTKUHYIIU
KPBILIKY CYHJyKa, YTO-TO TaM YHAJIO U C TPOMKHM JKECTSHBIM CTYKOM MOKAaTHUJIOCh Ha 1oj. boschk
IIeBENbHYTHCS, PpIOaK THXO JIeXa, BIIEPHB Iiia3a B CyXoe, NOYepHEBILee CTPONUIIO, U AyMall: HeT,
OPULIUIA HE 33 HUMHU. MIIyT mpoayKThl — OOBIYHBIN MOJNUIEHCKUA MpOMBICET B JepeBHE, a Ha
KJ1a10M1IIe, 110 BCEW BEPOSTHOCTH, MOCT-3acaja — OyAyT KapayauTh JOPOTY.

Onu Bce elle mapuwin B ceHsAX, kKak COTHUKOB pSIOM HEECTECTBEHHO HAIPATCs, B IPyId Y
HET0 YTO-TO Y)KACaIOIIe BCXJIUMHYNO, U Pbibak moutn oOMep B UCIyre — MoKa3ajloch, 3aKAILISET.
Ho oH He 3akanuisul, Kak-To CIOEpIKajics, MPUTHX, a OHU TaM, BHU3Y, YK€ CTYKHYJIU ABEPHIO, U
BCKOPE UX ToJIoca MPUIIIYLICHHO 3a3Bydalt B U30e.

— I'ne xo31aun? B MockoBuinne?

— A MHe OTKyJ1a 3HaTh?
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— He 3naems? Toraa Mel 3Haem. Crach, Iie €€ MyXHUK?

— B MockBy, HaBepHO, IIOIAJICS.

— O, cyka, ckpbiBaeT! A Hy Bpexs €i!

— A-sit! Tagpl B! — quko 3akpuyana /lemunxa. — Yto6 Bam okoseTs a0 Beuepa! UtoO Bam
rJia3a BOPOH NOBbIKIEBbIBaMI! UTOO BbI feTell CBOMX HE yBUAETH!..

— Ax Bot kak! Cracs!

B u30e mcnmyranHo 3aBepelnaia JeTBOPA, BCKPUKHYJIA M yYMOJIKJIA JaeBouka. M Bapyr u3
HanpspDKeHHOH rpynn COTHHKOBA IYIICYHBIM BBICTPEIOM T'POXHYIN Kamenb. Y PpiOaka kak Oyaro
00OpBaIOCh 4TO BHYTPH, PYKM IOJ Makiedl camu pBaHynmuch K COTHHKOBY, HO TOT KallUISHYJ
cHOBa. B u306e Bce Bpa3 cMOJIKITH, OyATO BBICKOUMIM U3 Hee. PbIbak ¢ HEBepOSITHOM CHIION 3asKkumalt
COTHHKOBY POT, ¥ TOT MyYHTEIbHO JABUJICS B HEYEMHBIX MoTyrax. Ho, BuIumo, 06110 MO3IHO — X
YK€ YCIBIILIAIH.

— K10 Tam? — HakoHel| mpo3By4yano BHU3Y.

— A nukrto. Komka TaMm y MeHsl MPOCTY)KEHHAs, HY U KalUISET, — CJBIIIHO OBbLJIO, MEpecTaB
IJ1aKaTh, UCIIYTaHHO 3aroBopuia Jlemuuxa.

Ho ee He ciMIIKOM yBEpEHHBIH rojoc, HABEPHO, HE YOeIUIT MOJIUIICHCKUX.

— Cracp! — B1acTHO CKOMaHJ0BAJ IPOMKHI CBUpEIIBIiA Oac.

PpiOak Ha BBIZOXE 3a/epKall JbIXaHHE, ¢ HEOOBIKHOBEHHOW SCHOCTHIO CO3HABas, YTO BCE
nponano. HaBepHo, Ha/io OBLIO 3aIUMINATHCS, CTPENATh, IMYCTh Obl MOTHOIM M 3TH HAEMHUKH, HO
HEU3BECTHO OTKY/A SBWJIACH NOCIEAHSS HaIEXK1a Ha Y4y/10, IIOJyMaJloCh: a BIPYT MIpOHeceT!

Ot ynmapa nBepu O CTeHy 3aaposkana n30a, MOJMIAN C TPOXOTOM IMOTPEBOKEHHOTO CTaaa
PUHYJINMCH B CEHU, HAPYXKHAs JIBEPh paclaxHyjach, HAa YepJaKe M0J KpbIIIeH BAPYT CTAIO CBETJIEE.
HeBupsammm B3risigom PeiGak ycTaBuiicss B uepHOe peOpo CTPOIIIa, 32 KOTOPBIM TOpYall B COJIOME
CTapblii IOP)KABJICHHBIM cepl. HEeCKoNbKO MNPOHUKIIMX Ha 4YepJaK TEHEW, CKPELIUBasCh,
3aMETaJIUCh M0 COJJOMEHHON U3HAHKE KPBILIH.

— Jlectnunty! JlectHuny naBaiite! — rpoMKUM 6acOM KOMaHI0BaJl BHU3Y MOJIMLIAH.

— Hery necTHUIBI, HUKOTO TaM HETY, YET0 Bbl IPULIETIUINCH? — CHOBA 3amuiakaia Jlemuuxa.

Ctyk, yap B CTeHY, CKPEKET Caror 1o OpeBHAM U COBCEM OJIM3KO — 3a/IbIXAIOIIUICS T0JIOC:

— Tak TemHo Tam. Hu yepra He BUIaTh.

— Yto He Bugars? Jlesp, s npuKa3bIBato, TybI-T TBOIO MaTh!

— Oii, k10 TyT? BhU1a3b, a TO rpaHaToil BIyILIIO! — pa3gaiock NOYEMY-TO MO CaMOM KpPBIIIEH.

Ho maroB mo moTosky emie He ObLJIO CIBIIIHO — HABEPHO, MOJIMIAM BCE-TAaKU HE pEIIajcs
IIEpENe3Th CTEHY.

— Tak on Tebe u BbUIE3ET! — IyJes CHU3Y KOMaHIUPCKUN O6ac. — 3aHauka TaM eCTh Kakas?

— Ectb. Ceno Oynro.

— IIbIpHY BUHTOBKOM.

— Tak He gocTany.

— Ot, napur tBoto MmyrTep! Toxe Bosika! Ha aBromar! ABTOMaToM yecanu!

«3T0 yXKe Bce, TOUKay, — ckazan cebe Ppibak, moutu (u3Myecku omymasi, Kak ero TeJo
BOT-BOT pPa3HECET B KJIOUbs ropsyas aBToMaTHas oudepenb. CTapasch HCHOJIb30BaTh IMOCIEAHHE
CEKYH/IbI, OH MBICJICHHO METaJCsi B TMOMCKAaX BBIX0/A, HO a0COJIOTHO HMIJIE HE HAXOJWJ €ro: Tak
JIOBKO TOMAJHMCh OHM B 3TY JIOBYHIKY. HaBepHo, Bce yxke OblI0O KOHYEHO, HaJ0 ObUIO BCTaBaTh, U
BIPYT €MY 3aX0TeJIOCh, YTOOBI MepBhIM MoaHssIcss COTHUKOB. Bee-Taku OH paHeH U 00JIeH, K TOMY
’Ke MMEHHO OH KalllJIeM BbLa] 00OMX, eMy KyZda ¢ OOJIbIIMM OCHOBaHHEM TOJHJIOCH CIAAaBATHCS B
wieH. Ho CoTHuMKOB 5iexan OyATO HEXHBOM, BBITHYJICS, HANpsrcs BCEM TEJIOM, MOXOXKE Jaxe
nepecrtai v JIblaTh.

— Ax, He ne3esb!

[Tox xpeimed pasgajics CyxXOou METAUIMYECKUM MIETYOK — CIMIIKOM XOpOIIO 3HAKOMBIN
Pribaky 3ByK aBTOMAaTHOTO 3aTBOpa, CABHHYTOTO Ha 00eBOil B3BoX. Jlamplie MOHKHO OBLIO
MOCIIeIOBaTh TO CaMoe XYJIIee, 32 YeM HUYEro yxX He ciemyeT. Toibpko Kakas-HHOyIb CEeKyHJIa
OTZeNsUIa UX OT 3TOr0 IMOCJIEIHET0 MHMIa MEXKIY >KM3HBIO M CMEPThbIO, HO U Toraa COTHHMKOB He
IIeBENbHYIICS, He KanuLiHya aaxe. M Peibak, B mocneanuii pa3 y>KacHYBIIHCh, OTOPOCHI HOraMu
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MaKITIO.

— Pyxu BBepx! — B3BONMI NONMMLIAM.

Ppi0ak mogHsiics, ¢ omackoi mojaymaB, Kak Obl TOT CIypy HE Bcaawi B Hero ouepenb. Ha
YEeTBEPEHbKAX OH BBINOJI3 M3-110]1 KPBIIIK U BcTall. Hay OpeBHOM y j1a3a HACTOPOKEHHO M OMACIUBO
3aCThljIa FOJIOBA B KyOaHKe, psJIOM TOpYasl HAIlPaBJICHHBIM HA HETO CTBOJ aBTOMaTta. Tenepb caMbiM
CTpallHbIM st PprGaka ObUT 3TOT cTBON — OH peman Bce. Mckoca, HO OYEHb NPUCTAIBHO
norysiIbIBass Ha Hero, Pwibak moaHsan pyku. Ouepenu moka 4rto He Obulo, ruOenb Kak OyaTo
OTKJIA/IbIBAJIACh, 3TO OBLIO IJIaBHOE, @ OCTAJBHOE JUIS HETO Y)K€ He UMEJIO 3HAUYCHHUSL.

— A, monaimuch, rolyOuYuKy, B JyIIy Bally MaTh! — JTJACKOBOM OpaHbIO MPUBETCTBOBAN HX
moJMIain, B30Mpasch Ha Yepak.

FnaBa pecaTtas

OTKyna-TO NpUTAILMIM JIECTHUIYy, HAa YEpJaK BJE3JIM BCE TPOE, IEPEPhUIM B YIJax,
NEPeTPACIN TMAaKIo, 3a0pasii BUHTOBKH. [loka aBO€ 3aHUMAUMCh OOBICKOM, IIJICHHBIE IIOX
aBTOMAaTOM TPETHETO CTOSUIA B CTOPOHE Y JBIMOXOAA.

CoTHHKOB, 1Mo/ KaB 0OCYI0 HOTY, IPUCIOHWICS K JBIMOXOIY M Kalnuisul. Tenepp y:ke MOXKHO
ObUIO HE CIEPKUBATHCA U HAKAIUIATHCS BAOBOJIb. Kak HU CTpaHHO, HO OH HE UCITYraJicsl MOJHIIAEB,
HE OYeHb OOsUICS, YTO MOTYT YOUTH, — €r0 OTJIYIIWIIO CO3HAHHE HEBOJBHOM CBOEH OIIOIIHOCTH, U
OH MYYHUTEIHHO TIEpPEeKUBal OTTOro, 4ro Tak moaBen Pribaka ma u Jlemumxy. ['oTtoB ObLI
MIPOBAJIUTHCS CKBO3b 3€MITIO, TOJILKO ObI M30ekKaTh BcTpeun ¢ JleMunxoil, UMeBIIei Bce OCHOBAHUS
BbI/IpaTh 00OMM TJIa3a 3a BCE TO, HA UYTO OHHM oOpekanu ee. VM oH B OTUasTHUM JTyMall, YTO HAIMPACHO
OHHU OT3bIBAIUCH, ITyCTh ObI MOJIUIAN CTPEISUIN — NOTHOIH OBI, HO TOJIBKO BIBOEM.

C rpyObIMU OKpUKaMHU UX TOJKHYJIH K JICCTHULIE BHU3, TJ€ BO3JIE PACKPHITON JABEpH B H30€
BCXJIMMbIBaa JleMunxa u 3a MmeperopoJ Kol MCIyraHHO IUIakaid Maioi. PeiOak cie3 mo jecTHUIle
ckopo, a COTHHUKOB 3aMeIIKaJICs, CII0JI3asi HA OAHUX PYKax, U TOT CTAapLIMM MOJMLAN — IIJIEUYNCTHIN
MYXHUK YTPIOMOTO OaHAMTCKOTO BHUIA, OAETHIH B YEPHYIO KEJIE3HOJOPOXKHYIO IIUHENb, — TaK
XBaTUJI €ro 3a IUIEYO, YTO OH BMECTE C JICCTHULIEH IOJIETENl Yepes3 )KEpHOBA Ha3eMb. IIpaBaa, oH He
OYEHb YIApWICs, TOJIBKO CHJIBHO IIOTPEBOXKMI HOTY — B IJa3ax IIOTEMHENO, 3aXOJOHYJIOCH
JBIXaHUE, U OH HE cpasy, 0ciadesio Havyaj MOAHUMAThHCS C T0JIa.

— Yro BBl nenaere, 3n0aeu! OH ke paHeH, anu Bbl ocyeruu! Jlrogoensl Bbl! — 3akpuuana
Jemuuxa.

Crapimii monuiai BayKHO MOBEPHYIICS K IPyromy, B KyOaHKe.

— Cracs!

Tot, BUAHO, y)Xe 3HaJ, YTO OT HEro TpeOOBAJIOCh, — BBIEPHYN U3 BUHTOBKU LIOMIION U CO
CBHUCTOM ITPOTSIHYJI UM IO CIIMHE >KCHILUHBI.

- Oi!

— CBousoub! — Tepss camoobiaanue, cUnaTo BHIKPUKHYIT COTHUKOB. — 3a yT0? JKeHIIMHY-TO
3a yTo?

B3peIB THEBa, 0JJHAKO, BEPHYI YacTh ero cuii, COTHUKOB KakK-TO BCKapaOKaJICs MOJ CTEHOMH U,
BECh TpsACACH, OBepHYJCS K Cracto. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH HE moayMai Aake, 4TO €ro KpUK MOXKET
0Ka3aThbCsl MOCIEIHUM, YTO NOJULAN MOKET MPUCTPEINUTh €ro. OH HE MOT HE BCTYNHUTHCA 32 ITY
HecuacTHyI0 JleMuuxy, mepen KOTOpoi okaszaics Oe3mMepHO BHHOBAT cam. OJHAKO JOBKUH Ha
nonxsare Crach, BHAHO, HE COOMpAJCS MOKa CTPENATh, OH TOJBKO YXMBUIBHYJCSI B OTBET H
TOYHBIM, 3ay4CHHBIM JABUKEHUEM BJIEN LIIOMIIOJ B BUHTOBKY.

— byzer 3nath 3a uTo!

COTHHMKOB MOHEMHOT'Y COBJIaZa] C cOOOM, CIIpaBUIICS C JBIXaHWEM M Hayall YCIIOKaHBaThCA.
Bce Obuio mpocto u cnummkoM o0bigHO. Eciin He mpucTpensar cpasy, HauHYTCsl TOTPOCHI U TBITKH,
KOTOpPBIE, KOHEYHO e, 3aKOHYaTcsl cMepThio. Ha kakoe-HHOy/Ib criaceHne OH yXe He PacCUUTHIBAI.

B censax ux oObICKanu: BHIFPeOSM U3 KaPMaHOB CKYIHBIC MOKUTKHU, IMAaTPOHBI, PEMEHHBIMHU
CYHNOHSAMHU TYro CKpyTWwiIH pyku — Poibaky czamm, a COTHHKOBY crHepead — W yCaawiId Ha
IIepIIaBbIi TIMHIHBIN T0J1. 3aTeM cTapiuuii nomen B u30y k Jlemunxe, a Ipyroi, KOTOpOro 3Bajiu
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Cracem, ocTascs Ha IOpOre UX KapayiuTh.

Mopo3Hblii Bo3ayx ceHedl oOxkuran OoibpHyro rpyap COTHHKOBA, B TOJIOBE Yy HETO
TOIIIHOTBOPHO KPYKMJIOCh, MOIIMIIBIBAJIO HA CTYKE MPUMOPOKEHHBIE YIIN — MUJIOTKY OH HOTEPSUI
I'7Ie-TO, HABEPHOE HA YEpAAKe, U TEIEPb CUIEN ¢ BCKIOKOYECHHOW HEMOKPBITOU roioBoi. Mep3na u
noromy eie Oouipiie Oosena paHeHas Hora. KojeHo pacmyxiio, OH ¢ TpyaoM cruban ero, 6ocas
CTOIa OTEKJIa U clienanach OarpoBo-cuHedl. HaBepHo, Han0 OBLIO MOMPOCUTH IPUHECTH OYpPOK, HO
OH, NIPEJICTaBUB, KaKk 00JIBHO Oy/IeT HaleTh ero, pemi: yepT ¢ HuM! Temneppb yxx Bce paBHO — MYCTh
OTMEp3aeT HOra, CKopo oHa OyneT He HykHa. CHI Ha IMOJIy M BCE KalllIss, OH MOTJSAbIBAJ Ha
KOHBOMpa — MOJIOJIOTO, JIOBKOTO MapHS B 4YEpHOH (opcHcTOi KyOaHKe: Ha €ero KpacHBOM, C
MOPOJIUCTHIM HOCOM JIMIIE TIOPOM MelNbKajia jKHMBasi, HEOXKHUJIAHHO uelloBeuecKas yablOKka. 3a 3Toi
YIBIOKOH YyAMIOCH YTO-TO MO-MOJIOJIOMY IPSIMOIYLIHOE M Ja)K€ 3HAKOMOE, COJIATCKOE, YTO JIH, —
MOJKET, IOTOMY, YTO TOT OBLJ B apMECKOM OyIuIaTe M CIIpaBHBIX XPOMOBBIX CaIlOKKaX, B KOTOpPBIE
ObUIM 3ampaBiIeHbl YepHbIe IITAaTCKUe Oproku. Ha ofHOM miiede oH Jep)kal Ha peMHE BHHTOBKY,
JAPYrUM TPUCITOHSUICS K KOCSAKY U, TIOTUIEBbIBasi O€I0H IIeTyX0i THIKBEHHBIX CEMEUEK, OIS IbIBA
KyJa-TO Ha yiIMIy — JAajn TpaHcmopr. Ho Tpancmopra moka He ObUIO, M OH, HEHOJrO
MIOTOITABIINChH, YCEJICS Ha MOPOre, 3aKaB MEXKIy HOT BUHTOBKY. C Majioro pacCTOsSIHUS IIPUCTAIBHO
1 Kak Oyaro 6e331100H0, CKopee HAaCMEIIIIMBO, OCMOTpPEN 000HX.

— 3a nakio 3ane3nu, xa! Kak tapakansi!

Pp10ak B3MJIsIHY Ha HETO M CHOBA OITyCTHJI TOJIOBY.

— A Temepp Bac MOMOIOT-TIOOAHAT M TOro, Mano-mMano nojasecsirt. Ilocymmrees, xa-xa!—
3acMesuICs TOJHULAi Tak JOOpOAYIIHO W ecTeCTBeHHO, 4YTO COTHUKOB HEBOJBHO MOIyMall:
«Becensrii, ogHako, Manslii!» Ho cMex 3Toro mManoro kKak-To Bpa3 000OpBaJICs, H YK€ COBEPIIICHHO
JApYyruM TOHOM TOJUIAi paspasmics martoM: — Takue-csikue HemaszaHble! Xonoponka younu? 3a
X0J0pOHKa MbI BaM pa3MOTaeM KHUILIKH!

— He 3naem MbI HUKakoro XoJ0poHKa, — YHBIIO cKa3an Pridak.

— Ax He 3HaeTe? MoKeT, 3TO He Bbl HOUbIO CTPEJISLIN?

— MBI HeE cTpensuIn.

— Brl mim He Bbl, a pebpa nomats Bam Oyznem. [lonsu?

Crace mocepbe3Heln, TIjla3a €ro yrpo’Karolle IOXOJIOJENIH, M BCE TO YEJIOBEUECKOE, YTO
MOJIOJION TOOPOTOIO JIEKAJIO Ha €ro JIHIE, KaK-TO Cpaszy MCUe3Io, yCTYIUB MECTO 370U, Oe3MyIHON
PELIUMOCTH.

Ppi0ak HErpOMKO CIIPOCHIT:

— B apmuu cayxun?

— B kakoii apmun?

— KpacHoii x0T OBl

— C... axoTen Ha Bally apMHIO, NOHAJ? — BAPYT €LI€ IYIIE BBI3BEPWIICA IOJUIAM,
[IO-CTPAIIHOMY OKpYIJISISI CBOM BBIPA3UTENbHBIE IJa3a. 3aT€éM €ro JIMLO Kak-TO IIOCTEIEHHO
peoOpasmiioch, CMAr4asch, 1 Ha HEM IMOSIBHJIACh BCE Ta K€ MOJKyMaromas yiabsioka. OTcTaBuUB B
CTOpPOHY HOT'Y, OH IIOJIOIIBOM carora pasMepeHHo MOIIENall [0 3eMIITHOMY I10J1y CEHEH.

— A Oymnar?

— Ax, Oymat! Y ofHOTO *XHJIKa KOMUccapa B3sul. ToMy He moHa100uTCs, — CKa3all MoJInLai
U, TPOJOJDKUTENBHO MOCMOTpeB Ha Pribaka, crokoitHO no6aBui: — TBo# mosymryGouek Toxke
npubepem. bynuna Bo3sMmer, ero ouepenb. Bot tak. [Tonsut?

— A He nojaBuTeCh? — €/1Ba CAEPKUBASACH, TUXO cKa3an COTHUKOB.

Cracp BCKHHYJ TOJIOBY.

—Yro?

— He monaButech, ropopro? [lomymryboukamu, u BooOrie?

— D10 3aueM HaMm AaBuThes? 3a Hac ['epMmanus, noHsuL, T, UMyp? A BOT BaM TOYHO — KamyT!
ByneTe yBepensl, B 6ora aymy Math! — cBupeno 3akoHum Ctack.

Yro *, U 3T0 OBUIO MPOCTO M MOHATHO, HAa JPYroe Heyero ObLJIO M PAaCCUUTHIBATH. PhrOak
clenajics YHbUIBIM, OMYCTHJ TosioBy. COTHHKOB, IMOJIyjJeka Ha OOKY, OCTOPOXHO MOIpoOoBal
IIEBENBbHYTHCS — JIEPEBEHENI0 Oeapo, y3Kast CBIpPOMATHAS CYIIOHb pe3ajia KHCTH PYK.
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HaxoHnen nosmmmai nmpursan ABOE CaHEW, OJJTHU OCTAIIMCh Ha YIIUIE, a JPYrUe CO CKPUIIOM U
JOLAAUHBIM TOIIOTOM HOIBEXANM IOJ caMoe Kpbuibllo. CTach moaHsuics ¢ mopora. IlepBeiM oH
BTOJIKHYJ B po3BaibHU PbiOaka, 3aTeM CHIBHBIM PBIBKOM 32 BOPOT MOAHSI ¢ 3eMin COTHUKOBA.
Koe-kak CoTHHKOB J00pasicsi 10 CaHed M ymaj Ha CeHO BO3JIe TOBApUINA; C3aJd B PO3BAJBLHU BIIE3
nonunai. Bo3unk — cTapoBaThli, HAIlyTaHHBIN I/1bKa B PBAHOM TYJIYIIE — OCTOPOXKHO IIPUTKHYJICS
B mepenke. 3amepairyio 6ocyio Hory COTHHKOB, MpeoJioieBast 0011b, MOATAHYI MO/ MOy LIHHEIH.
EMy onsiTh CTaHOBUJIOCH CKBEPHO, Ka3aJIOCh, COBHAHUE BOT-BOT OCTaBUT €0, OTPOMHBIM YCHIIMEM
OH IIPEBO3MOT ANl HEMOILb ¥ OOJIb.

W3 1306l MoYeMy-TO HE BO3BpAIlJICs CTApUIMA IMMOJIMIAMA, 32 HUM IOILIEN TOT, YTO MPUTHAT
cioja canu. Bckope oTTyna mocnblmanuch rojioca u miad Jlemunxu. COTHHUKOB € TpPEBOroit
BCJIYIIMBAJICSI — OCTaBAT €€ MM HeT? MuHyTy, OX0Xe ObLIO, TaM YTO-TO MCKAJIM: TOCTYKHBAJIA O
NepeKIaJuHy JIECTHULIA, TUIaKalli AETH, a 3aTEM OTYassHHO, 3anpuunTana Jlemunxa:

— Yro BBl Hamymanu, cBosioun? YtoO BaM 10 BOCKpeceHbss He J0XHUTh! UTOO BBI CBOMX
MaTtepel He yBUenu!

— Hy-ny! XKuBo, cka3aHo, xuBo!

— Ha koro s nereit octaito? ['ajibl BbI HeMUIIOCEpAHbBIE! ..

— XKuso!

CoTHUKOB B3MIAHYA Ha Ppibaka, cuzeBiiero k HeMy OOKOM; 3apociiee IIETHHOH JIUIO TOTro
CKPUBWJIOCH B CTpaJalIbueCKoOM rpumace. beuio ot gero.

ITo Toi#t camoii TPOIIMHKE, BO3JIE€ OTPaJibl, OHM BhIEXAIM Ha JOPOTY M CBEPHYIH 3a KiaaOuie.
COTHUKOB BTSIHYJ I'OJIOBY B IOAHSTHIN BOPOT LIMHENH, CJIErKa MPUCIOHUICS MJIEYOM K OBUMHHOU
cnHe Prrb6aka u 0eCrioMOITHO 3aKphlI T1a3a. Po3BaibHU Jeprajuch 1Mo HUMU, T0J03bs TO U €0
3aHOCHJIO B CTOpOHBI. CTach, CHIBIIIHO OBUIO, BCE TPBI3 CBOM CEMEUKH. BuIauMo, MX Be3nu B
noymiuio win B CJl. 3HaYuT, CHOKOMHOrO BPEMEHU OCTaJOCh HEMHOTO, Haao ObLIO coOparbes ¢
CWJIaMH M MOATOTOBUTHCA K XyauieMmy. Pasymeercsi, OHM MM NpaBIpl HE CKAXYT, XOTS TOTO, YTO
MPUIILIA U3 JIeca, T0-BUIUMOMY, CKPBITh He yaacTcs. Ho Tonbko 061 Beiropoauts lemunxy. beanas
terka! bexana qomoil u He Aymaina, He rajaana, yto ee kjaano tam. Celyac OHa 4TO-TO KpHuuaja
€33/, pyrajach W IUIaKaja, CBUPEMbIH IMOJNMIAil BBI3BEPsUICS Ha Hee OTOOPHBIM, OECCTHIKUM
MaroM. Ho u /leMuunxa crapanace He OCTaThbCs B JOJTY.

— 3Bepu! Hemenkue yomoaku! Kyna Ber menst Bezere? Tam metu! JleTouku Mou poJHEHBKHE,
3ono0TeHbkue Mou! ['anedka Mos1, Kak e Thl Oymenis?!

— Hano Ob110 paHbIle 0 TOM JyMaTh.

— Ax 1Bl noranb HecuacTHast! Twl MeHs emie ynpekaelib, 3ampojaHel] Hemeukui! Uro 4
caenaia Bam?

— bannurtoB ykpsiBaia.

— OT0 BBl OaHIUTHI, @ T€ KaK JIOAW: 3alUIM U BhIIUIA. OTKyJa MHE 3HaTh, YTO OHHM HA YepaK
3ane3nu? YUto s, ceouM aetsam Bpar? ['aasl Bel! QamncTel NpoKIAThHIE!

— Mouuats! A TO K Bcaxy!

— Y100 TebOs caMOro Ha KOJ IIOCAIWIH, Taj ThI!

— Tak! Cracs, cTOl! — MOCHBIIAIOCH C 3aIHUX CaHEH, U OHU OCTAHOBUIIUCH, HE JJO€3XKas IBYX
TOHKHUX O€pe30K, CTHIBIIMX B KYCTE 32 KaHABOM.

Peibak u Bo3uMk o00epHynuch, a COTHHKOB BECh CBEXKHICS B OXHIAHUH YETrO-TO
ycTpararone-3Bepckoro. U neiicrBurensHo, Jlemunxa Bckope 3akpuuana, 3a0Miach B PO3BAIbHSAX.
CKpHUIHYII XOMYT, ¥ JaXe JIOoIIa b OecloKoWHO mepectynuia Ha cHery. [lotom Bce ctuxio. Crachk
ObLIO COCKOYMII C PO3BAJIBHEH, HO CKOPO OTISITh YOBJIETBOPEHHO 3aBAIMJICS HA CBOE MECTO.

— Xe! PykaBuily B IJIOTKy — He Kpu4H, OereHas 6aba.

COTHHKOB C yCHJIEM MOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY M OUYTHIICS JIULIOM K JIULY C KOHBOUPOM:

— [Tanaun! Uctazarenu!

— Ts1, 3acTynauk! OTBEpHHU HIOXAJIKY, a TO KpacHyo Mxy crnymy! — 3aopan Crachk, caenas
CTpAIIHOE BbIPAXKEHUE JIULA.

Ho CoTHMKOB yXe 3HaJI, C K€M HMEET JIeJI0, M C MOJIHBIM 0e3pa3iuyreM OTHeccs K 3TOH ero

yrpose.
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— ITonpoOyii, rax!

— Xa, npoOoBats! [la 3Haemb, s TeOs ceiiyac MIMOKHY M OTBeYaTh He Oyny. JTo Tebe He
Cosersl!

— [lInokuu, noxanyiicra!

— A 10 cnabo? — Ilonuuail B HOKa3HOM PEIIMMOCTH CXBAaTHIICS 32 BUHTOBKY, HO JIMIIb TKHYI
€ro CTBOJIOM B I'py/lb U BBIpYyTaJics.

COTHMKOB HE MOPrHYJ1 Jake — OH He Oosuics 3Toro BbIpogka. OH 3HaJ, YTO Ha €ro
BBI3BIBAIOIIEE XaMCTBO HAJ0 OTBEYATh TOYHO TAKUM K€ XaMCTBOM — 3TH JIFOJM MOHUMAIH TOJIBKO
Takoe 00X0XkKAECHHE.

— JKeHmHa HU MpU YeM, 3allOMHH, — CKa3all OH C pacueToM Ha PriOaka, HaMekas TeM, Kak
Ha/I0 OTBEYATh Ha Jompocax. — Mbl 0e3 Hee 3aje3/u Ha yepax.

— bynems 6a0ke CKa3KM CKa3blBaTh, — 3aKUBaJl rojoBoil CTack W OMYyCTHUJI BUHTOBKY. —
He6ocw bynuna u3 tebs nypb BoiobeT. [lomgoxu!

— [1neBath MbI XOTENM Ha TBOETO bynumy!

— Ckopo nommoenis! KpoBbro noxapkaens!

«Kakoro uepra oH 3agupaerca?» — pa3apakeHHO ayman Preibak, ciymias 31yt nepeOpaHKy
CoTHHKOBA C MOJIULIAEM.

Hx Be3nu mOpOroul, KOTOPOM YIPOM OHHU TAIUINCh B JEPEBHIO, TOJIBKO TENEPh IOJIE HE
Ka3aJoch €My TaKUM JJIMHHBIM W YHBUIO PaBHUHHBIM, JIOIIagKa O0Jpo mepebupaiia HOTamw,
MOCTETUBAs 110 CaHsIM JKECTKUM Ha MOPO3e XBOCTOM. PrIOak ¢ pacTyrieit focafoi qyman, 9To eayT
OHHU CIIMIIKOM YX OBICTPO, €My HM30 BCEX CHJI XOTEJOCh 3aMeIINTh e31y. UyBcTBOBaNa €ro Jylua,
YTO 3TO IMOCJEIHUE Yachl Ha CBOOOJE, C KOTOPHIMU OBICTPO YObIBala BO3MOXHOCThH CIIACTHUCh —
Oonbiie Takoi He Oyzmer. OH MpOKIMHAN ce0s 33 HEOCMOTPUTENILHOCTh, 32 TO, YTO TaK IJIYIIO
3abpaics Ha TOT MPOKJIATHIN Yep/aK, uTo 3a KMJIOMETp He 00OoIIeN TOW KpaifHel U306 — MaJlo eMy
ObUIO HAYKH HE COBAThCS B KPalHIOK, Ky/ia BCera Jie3nu U HeMIlbl. OH He MOT IIPOCTUTH cede, YTo
Tak HeoOAyMaHHO 3a0pesl B 3Ty 3J0CYACTHYIO NEPEBHIO — JIyyllle Obl MEpeaHeBaH Trie-1u0o B
KycrapHuke. J[a 1 BooOIe ¢ caMoro Hayajia 3TOro 3aJaHHs BCe MOLUIO HE TaK, BCE HAIEpeKoc,
KOTJla yXe TpYAHO OBbLIO HalesThbcs Ha yJaauHblii KoHel. Ho TOro, 4To Cioy4msock, MPOCTO
HEBO3MOXKHO OBLIO MPEICTABUTH.

U Bce n3-3a CotHukoBa. /locasa Ha ToBapHIla, KOTOpasi Bce Bpems poOuBanack B Pribake u
KOTOPYIO OH YCHUJIMEM BOJIM J0 CHX HOp 3ariyman B cede, Bce O0JIblIe 3aBiajieBaia ero YyBCTBaMH.
Pri0ak yxe OTYEeTIMBO CO3HABaJ, YTO, e Obl He COTHUKOB, HE €r0 MPOCTY/A, a 3aTEM M paHEeHHUE,
OHM HaBEpHsKa N0Opanuch ObI 10 Jeca. Bo BcskoMm citydae, moymian Obl UX HE B3sUTA. Y HUX ObLTH
BUHTOBKH — MOKHO OBLJIO MOCTOSITH 3a ce0s. Ho ecnm yx ThI gan 3arHath ce0s Ha 4epjak, a B u3oe
Kyua JICTUILEK, TOT/1a ¥ ¢ BUHTOBKOM HE IMHOKO pa3BepHEIIbCS.

Ppi0ak KOpPOTKO Tpo cedst BBIPYrajcsl C J0Cajbl, KUBO IPEJICTaBHB, KaK HETEPHEIUBO HUX
YT B JIeCy, HABEPHO, JIaBHO yXe MM0J00palii MOCIIeAHNE KPOXU U3 KapMaHOB U TENepb AyMaroT,
YTO OHU FOHAT KOPOBY U MOTOMY Tak 3a/iepKuBatoTcst. KoneuHo, MOkHO Obl U KOpOBY. MOKHO ObI
naxe nBe. Pa3Be OH MPHUXOIMJI KOT/AA-IMOO C MyCTBIMH PYKaMH — BCerja HaxXoAWj, JOCTaBal,
BeIMeHMBAI. Jloctain Obl u cetiuac. Eciin 661 He COTHHKOB.

C COTHHUKOBBIM OH COIIEJNCS CIy4aifHO HeNeNto WK JHEH JecaTh HazaJ, KOr/ia, BEIPBABIINChH
u3 BOpKOBCKOTrO Jieca, OTpsii MEPEexXOaul mocce. TaM OHM TOXKE 3amo3/ajiy, BBIIUIM K JOpOTe
MI0-CBETJIOMY M CTOJIKHYJIUCh C HEMELKOM aBTOKOJIOHHOM. HeMIIbl OTKPBIIN OTOHB U, CIIEIIMBIIUCH,
HayalM UX TmpecienoBaTh. UToObl oTOpBaThes OT (DAIIMCTOB, KOMAHAUP OCTABUJI 3aCIIOH — €ro,
CoTHHKOBA U ellle 0JHOTO MapTu3aHa 1no ¢ammwinu ['actuHoBUY. Ho 10/T0 1M MOTYT yCTOSITH TpO€
nepesi HECKOJIBKUMH JIECATKAaMH BOOPYKEHHBIX MyineMeTamu HemiueB? OYeHb CKOpPO OHHM CTalH
MSATUTBCA, CJ1a00 OTCTPENMBAsCh W3 BHUHTOBOK, a HEMEIKHI OTrOHb Bce ycuimBaics, u Pribak
noxyman: xaHa! Kak nHa Oeny, IpUIOPOKHBIM JIECOK KOHYAJCS, C3aJU PACKHUHYJIOCH OTPOMHOE
CHEYKHOE T0JIE C KYJPSBBIM COCHSKOM BJIaJIM, Ky/la TOPOIIJIMBO BTATUBAIMCH MOTPEMAHHBIE OCTATKU
UX HEOOJBIIOTO OTpsia. MyapeHo ObLIO yIeTeTh Ha TOM I0JIE MOJI OTHEM JBYX JIECSATKOB HEMIICB,
u Peibak ¢ ['acTuHOBHYEM, HEPACTOPOIHBIM IMOKWIBIM TMApTH3aHOM U3 MECTHBIX, KOPOTKHUMH
nepedekKaMu MPUITYCTHIHN 10 To0. COTHUKOB K€ OTKPBUI TAaKOW YacThli M METKUU OTOHb IO
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HEMIIaM, YTO T€ MO0 OJHOMY HaualM 3ajerarb B cHery. HaBepHO, OH MOJCTpENHI HECKOJIbKUX
¢puneB. Ouu ke c ['acTuHOBMYEM TeM BpeMeHeM J00eXaau 10 Kydd KaMHedl B moje H,
YKPBIBIIKCH 32 HUIMH, TOKE HAYAJIX CTPENIATh 10 KyCTapHUKY.

MUHYT [T OHH TOPOIUIMBO OWJIM TyAa M3 BHUHTOBOK, TEM CaMbIM JaBas BO3MOXHOCTb
oroexkath U CoTHHKOBY. [lol aBTOMAaTHBIM OTHEM TOMY KaK-TO YyIajloCh MPOCKOYHTH CaMbId
OTIACHBIN y4acTOK, Jo0OexaTh 10 KaMHEH, U, TOJILKO YIaB, OH MOTHAJ MX Jablie. XOpOIIo, YTO
naTpoHOB TorAa xBaTano, COTHHUKOB BCKOpPE IMOJCTPEIMI €II€ OJHOTO HE B MEpY HPBITKOTO
aBTOMATYMKa, BBICKOYMBIIETO BIEPEAU IPYTrHUX U TYCTO CHIMABIIETO IO TOJIO TPaCCUPYIOIIUMU
OuepesIMU; Y OCTaJIbHBIX, HABEPHO, MOYy0aBMIIOCH MPBHITH, U OHU CTAU cAepkuBath Oer. Tem He
MeHee Kakas-TO My BCce-Takh HacTUria ['acTHHOBHYA, KOTOPBIM KAaK-TO CTPAHHO Cell Ha CHEry u
noBanuics Ha 6ok. K Hemy Opocusicst COTHMKOB, HO TIOMOIIb TOMY YK€ Obliia 0e3 HajloOHOCTH, U
COTHHMKOB C BUHTOBKOW YOUTOTO MyCTUJICS JOTOHATH Phibaka.

OcTaBmIKCh BIBOEM, OHHU 3aJIETJIM 332 HEOOJNBIIMM XOJMHKOM, TYyT ObUIO Oe3omacHee,
OTJBIIIABIINCH, MOXKHO ObUIO OexkaTh fnaneine. Ho Bapyr Peibak Bcrmomumi, uro y ['acTuHOBHYA B
CyMKe ocTtanack ropOymika xyieba, KOTOpOW TOT pa3zKuics BuYepa Ha xyrope. Bcio Henenmio oHuU
rOJIOJIAJIA, ¥ 9Ta TOpOyIIKa TaK 3aBiajeiia ero BHUMaHueM, 4To Peibak, HEJ0NTo MOKOIe0aBIIUCE,
nornoyi3 K youtoMmy. COTHUKOB BBIJIBUHYJICS TIOBBIIIE M OISTh B3SUI MOJA OOCTpENT HEMIIEB,
NpUKpbIBas TeM Ppibaka, 0JIaronojydHo MPOMOJ3IIET0 COTHIO METPOB, OTIENSABUIYIO HX OT
I'actuHoBHYa. OHM TYT K€ pa3noMaiy rOpOyIIKY U, IOKA JOTOHSUIA CBOUX, CHEIIH €e.

Torna Bce obomnock, otpsin ocen B ['openom Gonorte, 1 oHu ¢ COTHUKOBBIM, XOTS €IIe Majlo
YTO 3HAJIU JIPYT O Jpyre, CTAIN JAEPKaThCsl BMECTE — PAIOM CIAIM, €U M3 OJHOTO KOTeNKa H,
MOJKET, TOTOMY BMECTE MOMAIN Ha 3TO 3aJaHue.

Ho Teneps koHel, 310 TouHO. HeBaXKHO, YTO OHHM HE OTCTPEIMBAIMCH — BCE-TAaKH UX B3SJIM C
OpYXXHEM, U 3TOro OBLJIO JOCTaTOYHO, 4TOOBI paccTpeisaTh ob6oux. KoHedHO, HM Ha 4YTO Apyroe
Pri0ak ¥ HEe paccUMTHIBAJ, KOT1a BCTaBaJ M3-3a MAKJIM, HO BCE XKe...

On xoren xutb! OH enle U Tenepb HE TEPsUl HANEKIBl, KAKAYI0 CEKyHAY KAaa ciydas,
9T00BI 000WTH Cynp0y u crmactuch. COTHUKOB YK€ HE HMMEN JUIsi HETOo OOJBIIOTO 3HAYCHHS.
Oxa3zaBUIKCh B IUIEHY, OBIBIINI KOMOAT OCBOOOXK/IAJI €ro OT BCEX MPEXKHHUX MO OTHOLICHHUIO K cede
oOsi3arenbeTB. Teneps auib Obl IOBE3NO, U COBECTh Pribaka mepen HUM Oblia ObI YUCTON — HE MOT
’Ke OH B TaKUX OOCTOSTENLCTBAX CHACTHU €Ille U paHeHOoro. M oH Bce Iapui riiazaMu BOKPYT C TOM
caMOi MHHYTBI, KaK MOJTHSUI PYKH: Ha 4Yeplake, MOTOM B CEHSAX, BCE JIOBMJI MOMEHT, YTOOBI
ybexarb. Ho Tam yOexarb He ObLJIO HUKAKOKH BO3MOXHOCTH, a IOTOM UM CBSI3aJIH PYKH, — CKOJIBKO
OH HE3aMETHO HHM BBIKPYYMBAJ MX U3 METJIM, HUYETO HE MOJIydasoch. M OH aymain: mpoxisTas
CYIOHb, HEY)KEJIH U3-3a Hee MPHUJIETCS MOTHOHYTH?

A MOXeT, CTOWJIO TMONBITaTh CYACThS CO CBsi3aHHBIMU pykamu? Ho mmst 3Toro Hajmo ObLIO
Ooyiee MoOIXoAfAIIee MECTO, HE POBHAAb, @ KaKOH-HUOYAb IMOBOPOT, OBPAXEK C KYCTAPHHUKOM,
Kakoi-mubo oOpwIB U, pasymeercs, jec. TyT ke, Ha Oemy, ObUIO YMCTOE MOJIE, IPUTOPOK, 3aTEM
Jgopora mouuia HU3MHOW. OnIH@XIBl MONAJICs MOCTHK, HO OBpaXeK IpU HEM OBLT COBCEM
HETJyOOKHH, OTKPBITHIM, B TakoM He ckpoembces. CTapasich HE OY€Hb BEPTETh I'OJIOBOM B CaHsX,
Pri0ak TeM He MeHee Bce IpUMedal BOKPYT, BRBICMAaTpUBasi XOTh CKOJIBKO-HUOY/Ib MOAXOAIIee IS
no0era MecTo, ¥ He HaxXOJuJ1 Hu4ero. Tak 110 BpeMsi, U YeM OHHU OJIMKEe MOIbEeIKAIH K MECTEUKY,
TeM Bce OoJipllIasg TPeBOTa, IOYTH pPACTEPSIHHOCTh oOBiaAeBaia PrroakoM. CTaHOBMIIOCH
COBEpPILIEHHO OYEBUIHBIM: OHU IIPOTIAIIH.

naBa ognHHapuaTas

B ToM, utOo oHM npomnanu, COTHMKOB HE COMHEBAJICA HM Ha MHUHYTY. VM OH HampsKeHHO
MOJT4aJl, PUIABICHHBIA TSKECThIO BUHBI, JIS)KABIIEH HAa HEM JBOMHBIM I'py30M — U 3a Pribaka u 3a
Hemunxy. OcobenHo ero 6ecriokomna Jlemunxa. OH qyman Takke U O CBOCH HOYHOM IepecTperke
C MOJIMIUEH, B KOTOPOM JOCTAJIOCh KAakOMy-TO XOIOpOHKY. Pazymeercs, MOICTpeNHs €ro
CoTHUKOB.

Brezxanu B Mecteuko. Jlopora muia MEXIy MOCAaJOK — JiBa psiia KPUBBIX BepO ¢ o0benx
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CTOPOH TECHWJIM OOJIbIIAK, TIOTOM Kak-TO Cpa3y Havajach yaula. beuio y)ke He paHO, HO KOoe-T/ie
elle TAHYJIUCHh U3 TPYO ABIMBI, B MOPO3HOW JIBIMKE HaJl 3aWH/IEBEJIBIMH KPBIIIAMH HEBBICOKO BHCEIIO
XOJIOJIHOE COJIHIIE. Briepenu yepes ynuily TOpOIIMBO MPOIUIA )KEHIIIMHA ¢ KOPOMBICIIOM HA IIJIEYax.
OToiis Mo TpoIKe K oMy, 00epHYJach, C 3aTACHHON TPEBOTOM BIIIS/IBIBASCh B CAHH C MOJHUIAsIMU.
B cocennem aBope BbickOuHMJIa M3 W30BI MPOCTOBOJIOCAs, B rajomax Ha 0OCy HOTY JEBYIIKA,
TUIECHYJIa Ha CHET NMOMOSIMH H, MIPEXkKE YeM IyIJIMBO UCUYE3HYTh B JIBEPSIX, TAKXKE C JIFOOOTBITCTBOM
OTJIAHYyJach Ha Jopory. I'ne-To 3amuBanack JlaeM co0aka; OSCIPUIOTHO BO3ZWIMCH HAXOXIJIUBIIHECS
BOPOObU B TOJIBIX BETBSX BepO. 37ech I1a CBOs, HECIIOKOMHAs, Tpy/JHAas, HO BCe-TaKH OyIHUYHAs
KHU3Hb, OT KOTOPOH JTaBHO yXe OTBBIKJIM 1 COTHUKOB U PrI0axk.

Canu mepeexalii MOCTHK M BO3JI€ JEPEBSIHHOIO C ME30HHMHOM JIOMa CBEPHYJIH Ha OOKOBYIO
yinouky. Kaxkercs, noawseszxanu. Kak Hu crpanHo, HO COTHHKOBY XOTEJIOCh CKOpEE MpUEXaTh, OH
MYYHUTEIBHO 0310 Ha BETpPy B IOJIE; CeJIeHHe, KaK BCEerja, CYJIWIO KpPOB M MPHUCTAHMIIE, XOTS Ha
3TOT pa3 MPUCTAHUILIE, pazymeeTcs, Oyaer 6e3 pamoctu. Ho Bce paBHO TSAHYIO B Kakoe-HUOYIb
MOMEIICHHE, YTOO XOTh HEMHOTO COTPETHCSI.

Eme n3nanu CoTHUKOB yBUZEN BIEPEIU LIMPOKHE HOBBIE BOPOTA M BO3JIE HUX IOJIMIAS B
JUIMHHOM KapayJIbHOM TYJIYIle, C BUHTOBKOM IOJ MBIIIKON. PsoM BICWIICA MPOYHBIA KaMEHHBIN
JIOM, HaBEpHO, ObIBIIAs JIaBKa MM KAaKOE-HUOYNb YUPEKICHHE, C YETHIPbMS 3apelIeYeHHBIMU IO
¢dacany oknamu. [lonunail, HaBepHOe, *Aald UX U, KOTJIa CAaHHU MOIbEeXali OJIMXKe, B3sUT HA pEMEHb
BUHTOBKY U IIMPOKO pPaclaxHysl BOpoTa. J[Boe caHel BbeXaJd B IPOCTOPHBIN, OYMILEHHBIA OT
CHEra JIBOp, CO CTapoi, oOrJloJaHHOM KOHOBS3bIO Yy 3a00pa, KaKUM-TO CapadMKOM, JOIATON
yOopHOii B yriy. Ha kpbuiblie cpasy ke MOsSBUIICA MOATSHYTHIM Maiblii B HEMEIIKOM KUTeJe, Ha
pyKaBe KOTOpOro 6enena akKypaTHO pasriiakeHHas MOJUIeicKas MOBsI3Ka.

— IIpuBe3nu?

— A 1o Kak xe! — xBacTimBo oTo3Basncs Crack. — MBI 1a kKaObl He puBe3d. Bot, mpuHuMait
KpOJIUKOB!

OH 5Ierko COCKOYMJI ¢ caHel, HeOpeXHO 3aKMHYJ 3a IUIeY0 BUHTOBKY. Bokpyr Oblin 3a60p —
orciofa y)xxe He yoexurb. [loka Bo3unk u PeiGak BbOMpanmuch u3 caneil, COTHUKOB OCMaTpHBall
JI0OM, TJIe, 10 BCEH BEPOSITHOCTH, UM NPEACTOSUIO y3HaTh, moueM (yHT juxa. IIpounsie cTeHBI,
BBICOKOE, IOKPBITOE KECTbIO KpbUIBLIO, CTYNEHHU, BEAylIME K JBEpPU B mojBail. B oxHoMm wu3
3apeleyeHHbIX OKOH BMECTO BBIOMTBIX CTEKOJ JKENTENH KYCKd (paHepbl ¢ OOpPBHIBKOM KaKOM-TO
roTuueckoil Haxmucu. Bee 31echk OblI0 mpuOpaHO-yOpaHO M SIBISLIO O0Opa3LOBBIN MOPSAOK 3TOTO
MTOJIMLEMCKOrO THE3/1a — CEJIbCKOI0 OIUIOTAa HEMELKOM BIacTH. Tem BpeMeHeM MOJuLald B KUTEIe
BBIHYJI M3 KapMaHa KJII0Y U TI0 CTYIEHbKaM HAINlpaBHJICS BHM3, Il Ha MOTPeOHOM BEpU BUAHEICS
OTpOMHBII aMOapHBIif 3aMOK € TIePEKIaIMHOM.

— JlaBaii ux crona!l

Ve Bce moBcTaBaiiv w3 caHeid — Crack, Peibak ¢ BO3HHIICH, — MOOJANh OTPSXUBAIUCH
MoJIMIau u o0pedeHHo cTosuia Jlemunxa, npu Buae Kotopoi y COTHHKOBa OOJIE3HEHHO CXKaJlOCh
cepaue. Co cBS3aHHBIMHU 32 CIIMHOM pyKaMH Ta CropOHJIach, COTHYNACh, CIIOJ3IIUHN IJIATOK CMSTO
Jexan Ha ee 3arbuike. V30 pra Hemeno topyalia CyKOHHas pyKaBHLA, M MOJMLAN, CyZs 110 BCEMY,
HE CTICHIMIIN OCBOOOXAATh €€ OT ATOTO KIIATIA.

COTHHMKOBY CTOMJIO HEMAJIOTO TpyAa 0e3 MOCTOPOHHEH MOMOIIM BHIOpAaThCs W3 CaHeW — Kak
HU TOBEPHUCH, 00JIbI0 3axoauiack Hora. IIpeBo3moras 60yib, OH BCE-TaKM BBIJIE3 HA CHET M JBa
pa3a npbIrHya Bozie caHell. OH HaMEpPEHHO MOA0XAal J[eMunxy M, Kak TOJIbKO Ta IOPABHSUIACH C
HUM, OTUYXJIEHHO n30eras ero B3rjsija, MOJHSI 00e CBS3aHHBIE BMECTE PYKH U JEPHYI 32 KOHEIl
PYKaBHIIBI.

— Tbr uro? Tel 4TO, uMyp?! — B3BONIMIM C3a1U, U B CIEAYIOIIEE MIHOBEHHUE OH TOPUMS
MOJIETEN B CHET, COUTBIN )KECTKUM YAapOM MOJMIIEHCKOTO carora.

Anckast 607 B HOTE paz0exanach Mo ero Teny, IOTEMHETIO B ria3axX, OH MOJYa CIEMUI 3yObl,
HO HE Y/AMBHUJICS U He oOuIeNCs — NMPUHAI yuap Kak 3aciuyxkeHHbli. [loka oH, 3aiiiich B AaBsIieM
Kaluie, MEUICHHO MOJHHMMAJCSd Ha OJHO KOJIEHO, TIEe-TO PAJOM 3JI00HO MaTepuics CTapIIHi
MIOJIMLIAN:

— AX TBI, BBIpOJIOK Komuccapckuii! b 3actynauk Hamencs. Crace! A Hy B mTyOy ero! K
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bynune!

Bce ToT ke noBkui, ncnosHuUTENbHBIN Crack noAckouna K COTHUKOBY, CUIBHBIM PBIBKOM
cxBaTHJI ero moj pykKy. COTHHKOB CHOBa ymall CBS3aHHBIMH PyKaMHM Ha CHET, HO Oe3ymrHas
MOJIOJIasi CHJIa ATOTO MOJHIas OECHEPEMOHHO MOXBATHIIA, TOBOJIOKIIA €ro Jayblie — Ha KPbUIBLIO,
yepe3 mopor, B aBepb. OOeperas 601bHYI0 HOTy, COTHUKOB CHJIBHO yIApWiCs IUIEYOM O KOCSK.
Cracp OJHMM JyXOM HpOTaIllUi €ro Mo KOPUAOPY, IHYJI HOIOW CTBOPKY KakOW-TO ABEpU H
CHJIBHBIM PBIBKOM OpOCHJI €ro Ha 3aTONTaHHBIH, B MOKpHIX cienax moi. Cam e Ha MpollaHue
pa3psAAMIICS TPEXATAaXKHBIM MaTOM U C CHIIOHN 3aXJIONHYJI JBEPb.

Bapyr crano tuxo. CipliiHbl ObUTH TOJBKO IIArd B KOPHJIOPE J1a U3-3a2 CTEHBI MPUTITYIIEHHO
JOHOCHJICSI pa3MEpeHHBIN, OyITO OTYMTBHIBAIOUIUM KOro-TO rojoc. IlpeBo3moras moTyio 0oiib B
Hore, COTHMKOB MOJHsUI OT IOJIa JIMIO. B momenieHny HUKOTO GOJjbllle HEe ObLIO, TO HEMHOTO
033/1a4MJI0, U OH C BHE3aHOW HAAESKION TIJIAHYT Ha OKHO, KOTOpOE€, OJHAKO, ObLIO MPOYHO
3aropo’KeHO JKEJIE3HBIMU NpYThsiMHU pemeTku. Her, orcroma yxe He yinems! IloHAB 370, OH
OIyCTWJICSA Ha ToJI, 0e3 MHTepeca orisabiBas nomenieHne. KoMHata nmena oOBIYHBIN Ka3eHHBIN
BUJ], Ka3aJlaCh HEYIOTHOW M IyCTOBATOW, HECMOTPS Ha 3aCTJIaHHBIA CepbiM OalKOBBIM OJESIOM
cToJ, 001e3soe, MPOCHKEHHOE KPECJIO 32 HUM U JIETOHBKUH CTYJIBYMK BO3JIE MEYH-TOJUIAHAKH, OT
YEepHBIX KPYIIBIX OOKOB KOTOPOM IIIJIO TYCTOE, TaKoe MpHUATHOE Terneph Terio. Ho c3amu mo momy
pacrekanach oT ABepH cTyxa. COTHHKOB COAPOTHYNICS B O3HOOE M, CAEPKUBas CTOH, MEIJICHHO
BBITSIHYJICSI HA OOKY.

«Hy BOT, TyT Bce m koHumtcs! — mogyman oH.— [ocnoau, Tonbko Obl BbIAepxkath!» OH
MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO BIUIOTHYIO MPHOIM3WICA K CBOEMY pyOexy, CBOEW TIJIaBHOW dYepTe, BO3Je
KOTOPOH CTOJIBKO XOJHJI Ha BOWHE, a CHUJ y Hero OblIo HeMHOro. M OoH omacancs, 94TO MOXET He
BbIIEpKaTh (PU3NYECKHU, TOJIATHCSI, CIOMUTHCSI HAIlEpEeKOp CBOEH BOJIE — JPYroro OH HE OOsuIcs.
BroxHyB Temioro Bo3ayxa, OH Hadajl KallUIsATh, KaK BCEr/a, 10 CyJOPOKHBIX CIIa3MOB B TPyIH, 110
KOJIOTBSI B MO3TY — CaMbIM TPUBS3YUBBIM, «COOAUBMMY KalllJIeM, )KECTOKO TEP3aBIIMM €ro BTOPOM
neHb. Tak CKBEpHO OH JAaBHO YK€ HE Kalllllsl, HaBEpHO, C JETCTBA, KOIZA CBOECU INPOCTYINOMU
MPUYUHSIT CTOJIBKO OECIOKONCTBA MaTepH, OECKOHEYHO MepeKMBaBIIei 3a ero ciadbie gerkue. Ho
TOTJ]a HAYEro HE CIYy4YHJIOCh, OH NEPEepoC XBOPb U Oosiee WM MeHee OJIaromojy4HO JOKHI JI0
CBOMX JIBA/IIIATH IIECTH JIET. A TENEephb YTO K — TEMephb 3JJ0POBbE yXKe HE UMEJO Ui HEro OOJIbIION
HEHHOCTH. [I0X0 TONBKO, YTO €ro XBOpb OTHMMaja CHJIBI B MOMEHT, KOTJIa OHU ObUIM €My Tak
HY)KHBI. 32 KallUIeM OH HE pacciblliall, KaK B MOMEIIEHHE KTO-TO BOLIEIN, NEPE] HUM Ha IOy
MOSIBUJIUCH CaIrloTH, HE OYEHb HOBBIC, HO JJOCMOTPEHHBIC, C AKKypaTHO MOJOUTHIMH HOCKaMH H
HA4YMILEHHBIMU rojieHuIaMyu. COTHUKOB MOJHSII TOJIOBY.

Hanpotus cTosin yke HEMOJOJIOW YEIOBEK B TEMHOM LIMBHJIBHOM IHJDKAKE, IIPU TAJICTYKE,
MOBSI3aHHOM Ha HECBEXYIO, C OJIEKJION IOJIOCKON COpPOYKY, B BOCHHOTO TOKPOS THArOHaJIeBBIX
Opumxax. Bo B3rmsime ero MaleHbKUX, OYEHb NPUCTAIBHBIX TJa3 OBUIO YTO-TO XO3AHCKOE,
CIIOKOMHOE, B MEPY PACCYAUTENBHOE; IO HOCOM TONOPILMIIACH METOYKA KOPOTKO IOJACTPHUKEHHBIX
yCUKOB — Kak y I'utnepa. «byauna, uto nu?» — HenoyMeHHO nogyman COTHUKOB, XOTsI HUYETO U3
TOrO YI'POXKAIOIIE 3BEPCKOr0, 4YTO NMPUIUCHIBATIOCH MOJULASIMU ITOMY YEJIOBEKY, B HEM BpPOJIE HE
6bu10. OHAKO YYBCTBOBAJIOCH, YTO 3TO HA4ajdbcTBO, M COTHHUKOB CE€JI HEMHOTO pPOBHEE, Kak
MO3BOJIMJIA €TO BCE €IlIe 3aX0AUBIIAsICS OT OOJIM HOTa.

— KT0 310 Bac? 'amaHIOK? — CLIPOCHUII YENIOBEK CAEPKAHHBIM XO35IICKUM TOHOM.

— Cracp Balll, — ¢ HEOXKUIAHHO NPOpBaBIIeiics HOTKON kayoObl cka3anm COTHHKOB, TYT XK€,
OJIHAKO, IT0XKAJIEB, YTO HE BBIAEPIKAJ HE3aBUCUMOIO TOHA.

HavanpHuk pemmTenbHO pacTBOPHII ABEPH B KOPUIIOP:

— 'amaHioka ko MHe!

Karrens cran yruxarb, 0CTaBaIUCh JIMIIb CIA00CTh U 001, OUEHb HEYJJOOHO OBLIO ONHPATHCS
O I0JI CBA3aHHBIMU pykamMu. COTHMKOB MYyUWJICSl, HO MOJ4aj, HE COBCEM IIOHMMAas CMBICI SBHO
3aCTYITHUYECKOI0 HAMEPEHMS ITOTO YEIOBEKA.

B xomHuaty BBamwics TOT camblii CTach M ¢ MOAYEPKHYTHIM MOJOO0OCTPACTHEM ILEIKHYII
Ka0JlyKaMH CBOMX IIIETOJIbCKUX CaIor.

— Cnymaro Bac!
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X035IMH KOMHAaTbhl HAaxXMYypPWJI HECKOJIBKO BEJIMKOBATHI Ui €ro CMOPIIEHHOIO JIMYMKa
BBIIYKJIBIH, C 3aIBICHHaMU JI00.

— Uro takoe? [louemy omsth rpy6ocTh? [louemy Ha nmon? Ilouemy 6e3 mens?

— BunoBart! — 1BUHYI JTOKTAMU U emie 0ombiie BHITHYCA CTack.

Ho mo Toif Ge3gymMHON cTaparelbHOCTH, C KOTOPOW OH Jenayll 3TO, TaK e Kak U II0
OeccTpacTHOM CTPOrocTH ero HadambHUKa, COTHUKOB cpa3y MOHUI, YTO Mepe]] HUM pa3bIrpbIBaeTCs
Oe3llapHBbIii, pacCUUTaHHBIN Ha aypaka gapc.

— Pa3Be Bac Tak uHcTpykTMpoBasu? Pa3Be 3TOMYy Y4UT HEMELKOE KOMaHJOBaHHME? — HE
J0XHUIASICh OTBETA, J0JIOMI HAuaIbHUK MOJIUIIas CBOMMH BOTIPOCAMH, a TOT B JIEJTAHHOM HCITyTe BCE
Kpyde BBITHOA TPYIb.

— Bunosat! bonbie ve Oyny! Bunosar!

— Hemenxmwe BmactH 00ecneuyMBaIOT  IUIGHHBIM  COOTBETCTBYIOIIEE  OTHOIICHUE.
CrpaBeanuBoe, T'yMaHHOE OTHOILIEHUE...

Her, xBatut! Kak HeMmelkue BIacTH OTHOCATCS K IUIEHHbIM, COTHUKOB YK€ 3HAJ U HE
creprKaics, 9ToObl He 000PBATh BCIO ATY UX HEJICMYIO CaMOJCSITEIbHOCTb.

— HanpacHo crapaerecs!

[Monmuneiickuii pe3ko 00epHYJICS B €ro CTOPOHY, BUAHO HEAOCIBINIAB, 03a00UY€HHO HAXMYPHII
7100.

— Yrto BBI CKa3amu?

— Yro cubimanu. Pa3ssokure pyku. Sl He MOTY Tak CUIETD.

[Tomuueickuil eme HEMHOrO MOMEIJINI, CBEPJIS €r0 HACYIUICHHBIM B3IJIS0OM, HO, Ka)XeTcs,
MOHSAJI, YTO OIacaTbcsi He ObLJIO OCHOBAHMIA, M CYHYN PYKy B KapMmad. [lojanenuB KOHYMKOM HOXa
PEMEIIOK CYNOHHU, OH OJIHUM MaxoM Iepepe3al ee u crupsAtan HoK. COTHUKOB pa3HsUl OTEKIIHE, C
pyOllaMu Ha 3amsCThAX PYKH.

—Yro eme?

— IIute, — ckazan COTHHKOB.

OH pemni, oka ObUIa BO3MOXHOCTbD, XOTS ObI YTOJUTH KAy, YTOOBI TIOTOM YK€ TEPIETh.

[Tonnuait kuBHyn ['aMaHIOKY.

— Jaii Bojbl!

ToT BBICKOYMII B KOPUAOD, a MOJIUIAI 000IIEN CTOJ U HETOPOIUIMBO YCEINICS B CBOEM Kpecie.
Bce Bpems oH meprkan ce0si o4epKHYTO CAEP’KaHHO, HACTOPOIKEHHO, OyTO Tauj YTO-TO Ba)KHOE
¥ MHOTooOeIaomiee yisi apecTanTa. B3risa cBOMX OCTpPBIX, YeM-TO 03a00YECHHBIX Ija3 IMOYTH He
cBoaui ¢ COTHHUKOBA.

— Moxere cecTb Ha CTYIL.

COTHHMKOB KO€-KaK MOJHSJICS ¢ Tojia 1 OOKOM OITYCTHJICSI Ha CTYJ, OTCTAaBHB B CTOPOHY HOTY.
Tak crano ynobnee, Mo>xHO ObIO TepreTb. OH B3JOXHYII, TIOBEJT B3TJISIOM IO CTEHAM, IJISTHYI 32
MUKy, B YTOJI y OKHA, HE Cpa3y MOHSB, YTO MIIET OPYHs MMBITOK — JIOJDKHBI XK€ OHH TYT ObITh. Ho, K
€ro yIUBJICHUIO, HUYETO, YeM OOBIYHO NIBITAIOT, B MOMEIIEHUH He ObUIO BUIHO. MEXIy TeM OH
YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO OTHOIIEHHUS €ro C 3TUM I[OJMLIAEM YXKE IEpEellId TpaHUIy YCIOBHOCTH H,
MOCKOJIBKY MI'pa HE yAanach, MPEACTOSIT pa3roBOp IO CYILECTBY, KOTOPBIN, pazymeercs, oOema
MaJjio IPUSTHOTO.

Tem Bpemenem Crace ['amaHIOK NpHHEC OOJBUIYIO SMATUPOBAHHYIO KPYXKKY BOJBI, U
COTHHKOB >XKaJIHO BB ee 10 aHa. [lonuiail 3a cToJI0M TeprenuBo KJall, HaOMoAas 3a KX IbIM
€ro ABM)KEHUEM, O YEM-TO BCE Pa3MBIILISII UM, MOYKET, CTAPAJICS YTO-TO MOHSTh.

— Hy, no3nakoMumcsi, — 10BOJIBHO MUPOJIIOOMBO cKa3ai oH, Koraa Crack Bblmen. — Oamuiis
Mmos [TopTHOB. CnenoBarens NONULNN.

— Mos BaM HHUYEro He CKaXKeT.

— A Bce-Ttaku?

— Hy, UBanos, nomyctum, — cka3an COTHUKOB CKBO3b 3yObl: OoJiena Hora.

— He Bospaxaro. Ilycte Oyner MBanoB. Tak u 3amuiiem, — COTJIACHIICS CIIEAOBATENb, XOTS
HUYETO He 3anuchbiBal. — M3 kakoro otpsaa?

Oro, Tak cpasy u mpo otpsa! Ilpexne yem uro-mrb0 oTBeTHTH, COTHHKOB MOMOJYAIL.
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CnenoBarenb, Mo-mpexxHeMy OypaBsi €ro B3TJISA0M, B3sUI CO CTOJIa BBIMAYKAHHBIN YEpHUIAMU
JIEPEBSHHBIN IPECcC, HEONpEeAEIeHHO NoBepTen B pykax. COTHMKOB HEBHJAIIE CMOTPEN Ha €ro
nanblbl U HE 3HAJ, KaK Jy4llle: HauyaTh UIPy B NOJJABKU WIM Cpa3y OTKa3aTbCs OT MOKa3aHM,
4TOOBI HE JIraTh U He MyTaTbes. Tem Gosiee 4To B €ro JIOKb 3TOT, HABEPHO, HE OYEHB IIOBEPHUT.

— A BBI [yMaeTe, s BaM CKa)Ky NpaBay?

— Ckaxelb! — HETPOMKO M C TaKUM BHYTPEHHUM YOEXKJEHHEM CKa3al ClIeZ0BaTelb, 4TO
COTHMKOBY Ha MHUHYTY CTaJl0 He N0 ce0e, ¥ OH HCHOIO0BS BOMPOCUTEIFHO MOCMOTpEN Ha
IOJIULIENCKOTO.

— Ckaxernis!

Hauano ne oGemano Huuero xopouero. Ha Bonpoc 00 oTpsae oH, pazymeeTcs,, OTBeuaTh HE
CTaHEeT, HO U JIpyrue, HaBepHO, OyayT He serde. CienoBareib >KJaJl, pacCEIHHO UIpasi MPECCOM.
JIBIDKEHUSI €ro XyJAbIX, TOHKHX MajblleB ObUIM CHOKOWHO YBEPEHHBIMH, HETOPOIUIMBBIMH, 3TOU
CBOCHl HETOPOIUIMBOCTBIO, OJHAKO, M BbIJABABIINE TINATEIBHO CKPBIBAEMYIO 1O TOPBI
HanpsHKeHHOCTh. CTpaHHO, YTO € BUAY OH OBLI TaK Majo MOXOK Ha Iajlaya-cie1oBaTelsi, HaBEpHO
MMEBIIIETO Ha CBOEM CUETY HE OJIHY 3aryOJICHHYIO )KM3Hb, a CKOpEee HallOMHHAJ CKPOMHOTO, JIaxKe
3aTpare3Horo CEeNbCKOro ciryxamero. M B To e BpeMs ObLJIO 3aMETHO, KaK JPeMJIET B HEM YTO-TO
KOBAapHO-BEPOJOMHOE, €5KEMUHYTHO yrpoxatouiee apecTanTy. COTHUKOB JaJl, KOTJ1a OHO HAKOHEIL
IIPOPBETCS, XOTS ¥ HE 3HAJ, KaK KPENKH HEPBBI 3TOTO YEJOBEKA U 32 KAKUM BOIIPOCOM CIIEA0BATENb
CKHMHET HaKOHeII ¢ ce0sl MacKy.

— Kaxoe umenu 3aganue? Kyna mmu? Kak 1aBHO OCOOHUKOM y Bac 3Ta )KEHIIMHA?

— Hukakoii oHa He mocoOHUK. MBI citydaiiHO 3allliM K Hell B u30y, 3a0panuck Ha yepaak. Ee u
JI0Ma B TO BpeMs He ObLI0, — CHOKOWHO 00bsicHUI COTHHKOB.

— Hy, xoHeuHo, ciydaiiHo. Tak Bce TOBOPST. A K JIECHHOBCKOMY CTapOCTE BbI TAKXKE 3aLLIN
CIIy4aiiHO?

Bor kak! 3HauuT, ye U3BECTHO U IPO CTApOCTy. XOTS JOHEC, HABEPHO, B TOT CaMbIil BEUep.
«Iloxainenu, Ha3bIBAETCS, HE 3aXOTENH CBSI3bIBATHCA», — NoayMman CoTHUKOB. Beixoauio, oaHako,
YTO TOJHIIAW 3HAIM O HUX Kyzaa Oojblne, 4yeM OHM mpexanojaraiv, i COTHHKOB Ha MUHYTY
cmemaicsi. HaBepHo, 310 ObUT paccuuTaHHBINA X0/ B gorpoce. CiieaoBaTenb OTMETHIT JOCTUTHYTHIN
uM 3¢dexT, Opocun cBoit mpecc u 3akypui. IloToMm akkypaTtHo mpuOpan co cToja MOpTCUTrap,
3KUTAJIKY, KPOIIKH Tabaka CIyJ Ha MOJI U CKBO3b JbIM YCTABUJICSI Ha HETO, OJKUast OTBETA.

— Jla, ciyuaiiHo, — nocJie nayssl TBepAo cka3aia COTHUKOB.

— He opurnnaipHo. Bl k€ yMHBIN 4EIOBEK, @ XOTUTE BblEXaTh HA TAKOW MPUMUTHUBHOM JIKH!
Hano Obw10 mpuaymaTh yTo-HHOYIb MOXUTPEE. DTO Y HAC HE MPOUJIET.

He npoiiner — Buaumo, tak. Ho uept ¢ num! bynro on Hagesics, yto npoiaer. OH BooO1ie
HU Ha 4TO HE HAJEsUICs, TOJIBKO JKajleJ HECUacTHYI0 [leMunxy, KOTOpYI0 HEM3BECTHO KakK Hajo
ObLIO BBIPYYHUTH.

— Brl MokeTe mocTynuTh ¢ HaMH Kak BaM 3abiaropaccyautcsi, — ckazan CotHukoB. — Ho He
pUMeIINBaiTe crofa xeHmuHy. Ona Hu npu yem. [IpocTo ee n36a okazanach KpaifHel, a 1 He MOT
UITH JaNblle.

— I'ne panen?

— B Hory.

— A ne o Tom. I'e, B kakoM paiione?

— B necy. /IBa nus Hazan.

— He mnpoiiner, — rasing B ymop, oOBsSBMII cienoBaTenb. — 3anuBaere. He B yecy, a Ha
OoJIbIIIaKE 3TOM HOYBIO.

«UYepTt, 3HAET TOYHO WUIIU, MOXET, JIOBUT?» — nogyman CoTHukoB. OH HE 3HaJl, KaK CJIeI0BaJIO
JIepKaThCsl Jajbllie: HEyIJaYHO COBPEILb B MEJN0YaxX — HE OBEPUT U B IpaBay. A npasay o Jlemunxe
€My OYeHb Ba)KHO OBIJIO BHYIIMTH 3TOMY MPUCITYKHHKY, XOTS OH M YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO BHYILIUTH €€
OyzeT TpyaHee, YeM KaKyro-HUOY/b SIBHYIO JIOKb.

— A ecnu 51, HapUMep, Bce 00BSACHIO, BBI OTIYCTUTE KEHIMHY? Bbl MoXkeTe 3T0 0b6erars?

I'ma3a cnenoBaTensi, BAPYT BCOBIXHYBIIHE 37I000M, KaXKETCs, TPOH3MIN €r0 HACKBO3b.

— 51 He 00s13aH BaM HUYero OOBICHATH! S cTaBiIO BOIIPOCH!, a BbI JOJDKHBI HA HUX OTBEYATh!
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«3HauuT, HE yAacTcs», — yHbLI0 noayman CoTHUKOB. Pazymeercs, u3 CBOMX pyK OHM HUKOTO
y’Ke He BBIMYCTAT. 3HakoMbli 00brvaii! Toraa, HaBepHO, mponana [lemunxa.

— Hu 3a uro morybure *KeHIIUHY. A y Hee Tpoe pedsT.

— I'ybum nHe wmb1. I'youte Bbl! Bbl ee B Oanmy Brsanynu! Ilodemy Torna He moaymanu o
pebsitax? — OLIETHMHWIICA ClleZoBaTeNlb. — A Temepb MO3AHO. BBl 3HaeTe 3aKOHBI BEJIUKOH
I'epmanun?

«3akonbl! JlaBHO 7M1 THI caM y3Hal WX, HNPOKIATHINA yOmonok? — mogyman COTHHKOB. —
HenaBHo emie, HaBepHoe, 3yOpwi coBceM Japyrue 3akoHbl!» OpHako TNOCIETHHI BOMpOC
MOJIMIIEMCKOTO TPO3BYYal HECKOJIBKO JBYCMBICIEHHO — TOX0Xke, uTo [IopTHOB He mpoub ObLI
YTO-TO MEPENIOKUTH ¢ ceOs Ha ryiey Benukoi ['epmanum.

CoTHHKOB NMOMOJYAj, a CJIEIOBATENb MOAHSIICA, OTOABUHYJI KPECIO MU NPOIIEICS K OKHY,
CKBO3b PELIETKY PACCESIHHO IIOCMOTPEN BO JIBOP, TIE CIBIIIAINCH I0JI0Ca MONMHLENHCKUX. ONATh OH
HOCHJI B ce0e 4TO-TO 3aTaeHHOE, 0COOCHHO He Hamupaj ¢ JOMPOCOM M TO JIH JAyMal, KakK MOXUTpee
MOJJIOBUTH €0, TO JIM PA3MBIILISII O YEM-TO CBOEM, IOCTOPOHHEM.

B xopunope TsKeno 3aronany, MOCIHBIIAINCH Iojloca, pyranb. [0 Bcel BEpOSATHOCTH, TaM
KOro-TO BEIM WM Jaxe yHocwid. Korzma Tosiues mepeMecTwiiach Ha KpbUIBLIO, CIIEA0BATENb
SHEPrUYHO OTUEKAHWUI:

— Tak, xBarur wurparb B unpsrku! Hasosure otpsn! Ero xomanaupa! CBs3HBIX.
KomnuectBennslit coctaB. Mecto 6azupoBanus. Toabpko He melTaiiTech arath. HampacHoe zaeno.

— He mHOro 11 BbI OT MeHs XoTuTe? — cKka3al COTHUKOB.

HezametHo amst ceOst oH 0OpaTuiics K UPOHUH, KaK OOBIYHO TMOCTYIAI B MUHYTHI HEIPUSATHBIX
oObsicHeHU# ¢ nypakamu u Haxanamu. Konewno, st Cracs WM emie KOro-HUOyIb U3 3THX
npenareneldl ero MpoHus ObLaa 3a HpefesiaMM MX MOHMMAaHHMS — Ha 3TOrO K€ HadalbHUKA OHA,
KaXeTcs, JIeHCTBOBaia caMbIM Ha/uiekamuM obpasoM. Jlo MOpBI TOT, OIHAKO, CIEP KUBAJICS,
TOJIBKO OJHAX/Ibl KPUBO MEpeepHYII I'yOaMu.

— Kyna mnu?

— M&1 3201y AMIHCE.

— He npoiiner. JIoxs! Jlato 1Be MUHYTBI Ha pa3MBbIILITICHUE.

— He yrpyxnaiirecs. HaBepHo, y Bac MHOTO paOOTHI.

Tyr oH yraganm TOuyHO. MOPIIMHUCTOE JIMYMKO CIIENOBATENs OMNATh NEPEAECpPHYIOCh, HO,
Ka)XeTcs, OH yMell BiaJeTh co00il. OH axke He MOBBICKII TOJI0Ca.

— XKutsp xouemis?

— A uro? Moxert, nomuinyere?

Cy3uB MajieHbKHUE TJIa3KH, CIEN0BATENID IOCMOTPEN B OKHO.

— Her, He nomwmiyeM. baHIUTOB MBI HE MHJIyeM, — CKa3aJl OH U BAPYI KPYTO MOBEPHYJCS OT
OKHa; Temnesl ¢ KOHYMKA CUrapeThl yral U pa3omics O HOCOK €ro camora, KaXeTcs, ero BhIIEPKKa
KoHYMJack. — Pacctpensiem, 310 6e3ycnoBHo. Ho mepen Tem mMbl u3 Te0s crenaem kotiaery. dapiu
CZI€TIaeM U3 TBOETo MoJiozoro Tena. [loBeiTsiHEM Bee skuiibl. [locienoBaTenbHO EpEIOMaeM KOCTH.
A motom 00BSIBUM, YTO ThI BBLAAJ Ipyrux. YToOBI 0 TeOe TaM, B Jiecy, He ITMOKO OECTIOKOMIIUCH.

— He noxnerecn, He BhIJAM.

— He Beiamb Th1 — Apyroii Beigact. A criumieM Bee Ha TeOs. [lonsn? Hy kak?

COTHHMKOB MOJI4aJl, eMy CTaHOBMJIOCH TI0XO. JIMII0 OBICTPO MOKPHIBAIIOCH UCTIAPHHOM, pa3oM
Iporazia BCsl €ro CKJIOHHOCTbh K UpOoHHMU. OH MOHSUI, 4TO 3TO HE MyCTasl yrpo3a, HE IIaHTaX — OHU
criocoOHBl Ha Bce. ['UTnep ux OCBOOOMMII OT COBECTH, YEJOBEYHOCTH M JAXKE SJIEeMEHTapHOU
AKUTEHCKON MOpaJu, UX 3BEpUHAs CUJIa OTTOr0, KOHEUHO, yBelInumiach. OH ke nepe] HUIMH TOJIbKO
yenoBek. OH 0OpeMeHEeH MHOTMMHU OOS3aHHOCTSAMH Tepesa JIOAbMU U CTPAaHOW, BO3MOXXHOCTH
CKpbIBaTh M OOMAaHBIBATh y HEr0 HE CIHMIIKOM OoJjblue. Bbulo sICHO, 4To MX CpeicTBa B ITOU
O6opb0e OKazaauch HE pPaBHBIMH, MPEUMYIIECTBO OBLIO Ha CTOpPOHE MPOTHUBHHUKA: BCE, YTO
BbICTaBIs1 COTHUKOB, C HEOOBIYAMHOM JIETKOCTHIO OTIPOKHIBIBAJI CIIEI0BATEb.

PaccraBuB HOTM B 00BHCIIMX Ha KOJIEHSIX Opumxkax, [IOpTHOB BIiepui B HETO OCTPHBIH, TeTeph
y’K€ OTKPBITO HENPUS3HEHHBINH B3rA M kjaan. COTHUKOBY ObUIO YEPTOBCKH TPYIHO, Ka3alocCh,
ONATh YXOJUT CO3HAHHE, OH OOJMBAJICS XOJOJHBIM IOTOM M MYUUTENBHO MOAOMpan clIoBa JUis
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OTBETa, YyBCTBOBAJ: 3TO OyayT mocienHue ero ciosa. [IpaBas pyka ciiemoBaTenss MeUIEHHO
MOTSHYJIACh K IPECC-TAIbe Ha CTOJIE.

- Hy?

— CBonoun! — He HalJs1 HUYETO JPYyroro, BeIAaBmI 13 ce0st COTHUKOB.

CrnenoBarenb HECKOJIBKO MOCIIEIIHEE, YeM HaJo ObLIO, CXBATUJ Mpecc-Tanbe U MPUCTYKHYI
UM TI0 CTOJIy, OyJATO CTAaBWJI MOCIIEAHIOI0 TOYKY B 3TOM OECKPOBHOM M T€M HE MEHEe CTPaIlHOM
JOIpocCeE.

— bynuny ko mue!

B xopunope 3b14HO pasganocs: «byauily Kk rocnouHy cienoBatento!», nocie yero IlopTHOB,
00oiias cToJ1, CrIOKOHO ycencs B kpeciie. Ha CoTHHKOBa OH yKe He CMOTpe, OyATO ero u He ObLIo
TyT. OH 3akypuia. Craercs, ero Muccus Obljia 3aKOHYEHA, HAYMHAJIOCh BTOPOE OT/IEJIEHUE JIOTIPOCa.

Buemne crapasch ocTaBaThCsi CIOKOMHBIM, COTHHUKOB BECh HAIpArcs, Kak TOJBKO
OTBOPHWJIACh ABEPH U Ha Mopore nosisuics byauna.

BeposiTHO, 3TO 0BT 37CIIHUI TOJIULEHCKUI Manay — MOry4nid, OyHBOJIONOJOOHBIN ETHHA C
KOCTJISIBBIM,  OyATO  JIOmIaAMHAs  MOpjaa, JUIOM. HempustHo  mopaxal Bech  €ro
KPETUHUYECKU-CBUPEIBIA BU, HO OCOOCHHO Iyrajly BbUIE3IIME M3 PYKABOB OOJBIINE KOCMAThIE
KHACTH PYK, KOTOPHIMU BIIOPY OBLIO pa3rubarh MOJKOBBL HaBepHO, MO yCTaHOBIIEHHOH 37€Ch
TpajuLIuH, BOWS, OH C IOpOTa IMPULIEIHIICS B KEPTBY XMYPBIM B3IUIIOM HEMHOTO KOCHUBILHX IJas3.

— A ny!

OOBaThIit cnabocTbio, COTHUKOB MPOJIOJDKAT CUAETh, OTO/BUTAS OT ce0sl YTO-TO OE3yCIOBHO
ykacHoe. Torga bynuna ¢ MHOrO3HauMTENBbHON HETOPOIUIMBOCTBIO IIArHYN K cTyay. OrpoMHas
pydHIa mMUpoKo crpeda Ha 3anasiiell Tpyau COTHUKOBA CYKOHHBIE OOpTa ITUHEIH, HAPATJIach U
OTOpBaJIa €ro OT CTYJIbYHKA.

— A ny, 60sbIIEBUCTCKAs THUA!

naBa gBeHapuaTas

«Jocrykancs!» — mouru 3710 noxyman Peibak, korga Crack Ha aBope cxBaTuin COTHHUKOBA U
IIOBOJIOK €ro B nomemieHue. OH aymai, 4To CIEelIOM IOTOHAT M UX ¢ JlemMuMxoil, HO ISl HUX
[IOJMIAau OTKpBUIM JBEpU B mnojasai. lIpexkne ueM 3aToskaTh HMX TyAa, €My pasBA3aIM DPYKH,
BBITSIHYJIM pEeMEIIOK 13 Oprok. /leMunxy e OCTaBHIU CO CBSI3aHHBIMH PYKaMH H KIISTIOM BO PTY.

— JlaBait BHu3! beicTpo!

B monBane mapwia TeMa, WM, MOXKET, Pbibaky Tak MOKas3ajoch MOCIE JHEBHOIO CBETa Ha
yinuue. CHavajla OHU OYYTWJIMCh B KaKOM-TO CBIPOM KOPHMJOpPYHMKE, IIEIIIMHA BIEpEAW MOJIULAN
3arpeMer JKeJIe3HbIM 3aropoM, U Pei0ak, HATKHYBIIMCH HA CIIMHY JleMYuXu, OCTaHOBUJICS, TOTHUPAS
HaOpSKIINE 3y/I0M KHCTH.

— Mapu, mapm! Yero cran? — HOATOJIKHYJ €r0 TOT, YTO LIEJN C3aJU: OKA3bIBAETCs, IEpE] HUM
y2K€ OTBOPUJIACH HOBAs JBEPH B TEMHOTY.

Jlenatb ObLJIO Heuero, PeiOak mpoTUCHYIICS MEXTy MoJuiaeM u JleMYnxoi, OraciuBO BOTHYII
rOJIOBY W OYYTHJCS 3@ IOPOrOM KakOM-TO 3aTXJIOM KaMOpKU. MUHYTY OH HHUYEro He MOr
paccMOTpeTh TYT, MaJIEHbKOE OKOIIKO BBEPXY CJIETO CBETUJIO HA MOTOJIOK, BHU3Y e ObLIO TEMHO.
B HOC ynapuiio 4eM-TO MPOKHUCIIHUM, HECBEXKHUM, COBEPIIEHHO HEBO3MOJKHBIM I IBIXaHUS, U OH
OCTaHOBWICS, HE 3Has, Ky/la CTYIIUTh JaJIbIIIE.

C3anu TeM BpEMEHEM JISI3THYI 3ac0B, JleMumnxa ocranach ¢ NOJULAsAMHU, KOTOPbIE ITOBEIH €€
nanslie. M3-3a qBepu JOHOCUIICS UX yAAJSAIOIIUNCH, ASIOBOM pa3roBop.

— A 6a0y kyna? B yriosyro?

— JlaBaii B yrioByIo.

— Yto-TO IMycTO CEeroaus?

— Hemiisl Buepa pasrpy3unu. OnHa xKuaoBKa rAe-TO CUIUT.

Heckonpko MOOOBBIKHYB B TeMHOTe, PpiOak paccMoTpen B yrily 4ejloBeKa. 3aHSThIH 4eM-TO
CBOMM, TOT COCPEIOTOUEHHO BO3WJICS TaM, TO JIM Pa3/IeBasiCh, TO JH MOACTHIIAS MOJ ceOst 01Ky —
HaBEPHO, TOTOBUICS Jiedb. ['yCTOM Mpak IIOJ CTEHOM COBEPIICHHO CKpPBIBAJI €ro, JUIb Ceaas
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roJI0Ba YeJIOBEKa J1a €ro IJIEYH BpEMEHaMHU MOSBISUINCH B CKYIIO OCBEIIEHHOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE.

— Canuce. Yero ctosth? CTOSTH YK€ HEUETO.

Pri0ak ynuBumics U Jaxke BpoJie 0OpasoBalicsi — rojioc CTapuKa MOKa3aJics 3HAKOMBIM, U OH
TYT ke BcroMHWI: ctapocta! Hy Tak M ecTh, B yrily ycTpauBajiCsi UX HEAABHUI 3HAKOMBIN —
JIECUHOBCKMH cTapocrta Ilerp.

— W TBI TYyT? — HEIOYMEHHO BBIpPBAJIOCh y Pribaka.

— Jla BoT nonai. OBLY-TO ONO3HAJH, HY U...

«Tak-Tak», — cTy4yana B rojoBe y Pribaka OIHOCIOXXHAs MBICHb: BCE OBLIO IOHSTHO.
CrpaHHO, HO OH TOJIBKO ceHdac BCIOMHHJI O TOM 3JI0MOJIyYHOM OBLE M TOJBKO ceiyac ¢
HEMPOCTUTENILHBIM OIO3AaHUEM TOIYMAJ, YeM OHAa MOKET 0OEpPHYTHCA IS €€ XO35HHA.

— A ipu 9eM TyT TbI? MBI ke 3a0paiy CuI0i? — HECKOJIBKO JICTaHHO yauBHIICs PriOak.

Crapocta 4To-TO paccTenui moj co00i, HO He JIeT, a Cell, IPUCIIOHACH K CTeHE M TOYTH BECh
Norpyasich Bo TbMy. Ha cimaboM cBETy U3 OKHA OCTaBaJIUCh JIMILIb COTHYTHIE €0 KOJICHH.

— Kak ckazare? Exnm 3a0panu, Tak Hajo ObLIO MONOXKHTH. A ... Jla Temeps uro!.. Teneps
y’K€ BCE PAaBHO.

Tenepp, NMo-BUIAUMOMY, NEHCTBUTENBHO YK€ BCE PaBHO, TENEPH IO3JHO BBIKPYYMBATHCS,
noxymain Peibak. HaBepHo, monummu yxe Bce M3BECTHO.

He paccreruBas mosnymryoka, OH YHBUIO OITYCTHIICS Ha CIEXKATYIO0 COJIOMEHHYIO MOJICTUIIKY U
TOKE€ HPHUCIOHWICA CIMHOM K CTEHE. BBIJIO COBEpIIEHHO HEMOHSATHO, UTO JAENaTh Jaiblle, HO,
KpOME€ Kak >XJaTh, TYyT BOOOIIEe, HaBEpHO, HUYEro HEJb3s OBbLIO JenaTh. TOJBKO ceifyac OH
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK 3JJ0pPOBO M3MOTAJICS 3a UCTEKIIYIO HOYb, M0 HAYAJIO KIIOHUTh B COH, HO MBICIIH
TPEBOKHO CHOBAaJlM B TOJIOBE, HE JaBas 3a0bIThCA. BOpyr OH moayman, 4YTO HEIJIOXO Obl
CTOBOPHUTBCS CO CTApOCTOM W OTpuULAaTh MX 3axon B JlecuHsl — mycts Obl IleTp ckazam, uTo
npuxoaunu apyrue. Ecimu pazoOparbesi, Tak CTapocTe YK€ BCe paBHO, Ha KOTO yKa3bIBaTh, a MM,
BO3MOJKHO, 3TO elle nomorso Obl. Kakoii-mnbo BUHBI WM Ja)K€ HEJIOBKOCTH MO OTHOIICHHIO K
[lerpy PpiOak HHCKOJIBKO HE YYyBCTBOBAJ — pa3Be BIIEPBbIE €My TaKUM CHOCOOOM MPUXOIHIOCH
N00BIBaTh MPOAYKTHI? Jla U B3sUTM BCETO TOJBKO OBILY, M HE y KaKOH-HUOYAb MHOTOJIETHON CEMbH, a
y CaMmoro CTapocTel — ObUIO O uYeM 3a00TuThbes. C ITOHW CTOPOHBI OH OCTAaBAJICS COBEPIICHHO
CIIOKOMHBIM M TOJIBKO YAMBIISUICS, KaK 3TO CTApOCTa HE CyMeJ OINpaBAaThbCs IMepel NOJULUEH U
MO3BOJIMII ce0s1 3aCaiuTh B 3TOT BOHIOUHII 1OABAIL.

[Ipomen wac umm OGonbuie, COTHUKOB He Bo3Bpamiaics, U Ppibak He 0e3 KOpPOTKOTro
COYKaJICHUS MOIyMall, YTO, MOXKET, ero TaM U younu. PasroBapuBaTh eMy HU O 4eM He XoTenochk. OH
4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO BOT-BOT JIOJDKHBI IIPUHTHU U 32 HUM, U TOTJa HaYHETCs caMmoe xyauee. Bee nymas
U TPUKUAJBIBA M TaK U ITAK, OH CTapajlcsid HAMTH KaKylo-HUOYIb BO3MOXKHOCTH IMEPEXUTPHUTH
MIOJIUIINIO, BBIBEPHYTHCSI COBCEM MJIM XOTs Obl OTTAHYTH HPUTOBOP. UTOOBI OTTSHYTH MPHUTOBODP,
BUJMIMO, UMEJIOCh JIMIIb OJHO CPEICTBO — 3aTAHYTh CJIEICTBUE (BCE-TaKd JOJDKHO K€ OBITh
Kakoe-To cienactBue). Ho st aToro Hamo ObLIIO HAWTHU Beckue (haKThl, YTOOBI 3aMHTEPECOBATH
MOJIUIINIO, 00, €CITU Ta MOPEIINT, YTO €l BCe SICHO, TOT/a yX JAep)KaTh UX He cTaHeT. Torma um
OIIPENEIIEHHO KOHELL.

B nozBasne ObU10 THXO M COHHO, JIMIIb OTKYIa-TO CBEPXY JOHOCHIIUCH T0JIOCA, TOTIOT Caror B
31aHuU. BpemMeHaMM TONOT CTAaHOBWJICA JOBOJIBHO TPOMKHM, YTO-TO IPUIVIYIIEHHO CTYy4alo,
SIBCTBEHHO BPBIBAJICS YEW-TO KPUKIMBBIN royioc. Bes aTa cymaroniHas Bo3Hsl HaBEpXy HE MOIJIA HE
HanoMHUTH eMy 0 CoTHHKOBE, U y Pbi0aka My4nuTEIbHO CKUMAJIOCh ceplie — OeHbIA HeBe3yunit
CotnukoB! Ho, mo-Buaumomy, Ta ke yyacTb *kjaana u ero... [IpaBaa, oH He XOTes Aymarb 00 3TOM —
OH CTapaJicsi MOHATh, KaK YHUTH OT pacmpaBbl U, MOXKET, emie u nocoduts CorHukory. Ho, BUIHO,
Bce 3T0 ObUTO HampacHo. CKBO3b MaJIeHbKOE, YEM-TO 3aCTaBJIIEHHOE CHAPYKU OKOIIKO B Kamepy
POOHUBAIMCH TYCKJIbIE CYMEPKH, B KOTOPBIX CJIa00 OpEe3’KMII0 CBETJIOBATOE MATHO HA 3aTONTAHHOM
cojoMe Aa Oernena MOJ OKHOM TOHHKINAs TOJoBa CTapoCThl. TOT HEMOJBUKHO CHJEN y CTEHBHI,
IIOTPY3UBIINCH B CBOM TOXE, PA3yMEETCsl, HEBECENbIE MBICIIU, — TENEPh KaXIblH INEpeKUBal 3a
ceOsl.

— I'oBopuiM, KTO-TO MOJHUIAsl HOYBIO MOPAHUII, HEU3BECTHO, BBKHUBET JIM, — IOCIE JIOJITOTO
MOJIYAHUS CKa3ajl CTApHK.
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Jlns Peibaka 3T0 cooOmieHre He ObUIO HOBOCTHIO, OH TOJBKO 3a0bUT 00 3TOM PaHEHUU U
Tenepb BCTPEBOXKMIICA elie 6osbiie. OHAKO pa3roBOp MepeBe Ha JIpyroe.

— Tebst yxxe Opanu HaBepx? — CHPOCHI OH C POOKOM HaAeX a0, YTo oyepeap Ha JIOMpoc,
BO3MO’KHO, €III€ HE €T0.

Ho crapocra TyT k€ pa3pyIliu 3Ty €ro HaAexay.

— Ha pgomnbit? A xak xe! Cam IlopTHOB nonpariuBal.

— Kakoii [ToptHOB?

— CnenoBarenp ux.

— Hy u kak? 3nopoBo 6umnu?

— Memns-to He 6unu. 3a yTO MeHsS OUTH?

Ppi0ak 3aTaMB AbIXaHHE CIyHIA]: XOTEJIOCh MO BO3MOXHOCTH MpPEAyraiarh, YyToO KIaJlo €ro
camoro.

— 910t IlopTHOB, CKaxy Tebe, XUTPbIi Kak uepT. Bce 3HaeT, — COKpYIIEHHO 3aMETHII CTapHK.

— Ho TbI € BeIBEpHYIICS.

— A 4yTO MHe BhIBOpauuBathcsi! BUHBI 32 MHOU HHKako#l HeT. UTo mepen 60romM, To U mepen
JIOJbMU.

— Takoit Oe3rperHbIii?

— A B uem Moii rpex? Uro He mober nokiaabBaTh mpo oBIy? Tak s crap yxe Mo HOYam
6eratp. lllecTbaecar cemMb JIET UMEIO.

— Ja-a,— B3moxHyn Ppi0ak. — 3HAUMT, KOKHYT. DTO y HHX MPOCTO: MOCOOHUYECTBO
napTU3aHaMm.

Bce Tem xe GeccrpacTHbIM rosiocom Ilerp ckazan:

— Hy uto %k, 3HaunTt, cynp6a. Kyna nenemsbcs...

«Kakas mokxopHocTh!» — moayman Peibak. Bmpouem, mectbaecaT cemb JIeT — CBOE YKe
IPOXXHUIL. A TYT BCEro IBAJALATH IIECTh, XOTEIOCH OBl €Ile HEMHOTO MOXHUTh Ha 3emiie. He cTonbko
CTPAIIHO, CKOJIBKO ITPOTUBHO JIOKUTHCS 3UMOM B IPOMEP3IIYIO AMY...

Her, vano 6opothes!

A 4T0, €caM KO BCEM 3TON MCTOPUM IPHUITyTaTh cTapocTy? B camom nene, eciu npeacTaBUTh
€ro MapTU3aHCKUM areHTOM WM XOTA Obl TMOCOOHHMKOM, CKa3aTh, YTO OH YK€ He BIIEpPBBIC
OKa3bIBA€T YCIYrM OTPsAIy, HANPABUTh CIEACTBHE IO JIO)KHOMY IyTH? HauHyT nONOJHHUTENBHO
paccienoBarh, MOHAI00STCS HOBBIE CBHUJICTENIN W IMOKa3aHUs, mpoiiaer Bpems. HaBepHo, [letpy 310
HE CIUIIKOM NMPUOABUT €0 BUHBI NIEpe] HEMIIAMHU, & UM JIBOUM, BO3MOKHO, ¥ IOMOJKET.

[IpenaBmucy CBOMM pa3MBILIEHUSM, OH BIPYT BCTPENEHYJCS OT HEOXUIAAHHOCTH — PSIOM
THUXOHBKO 3allypliiiajga coJ0Ma, ¥ 4TO-TO KUBOE M MSTKOE NIEPEKaTUIIOCh uepes ero camor. Crtapocra
B yrily Ope3riMBo JBUHYI HOTOM: «KblI, Xoepa Ha Bac!», U B TOT e MOMEHT PriOak yBuaen mon
cTeHOU KpbIcy. LIlycTpblil €€ KOMOK € AJMHHBIM XBOCTOM IMPOLIMBITHYJ KpaeMm I0ja M HUCYE3 B
TEMHOM YTIIy.

— Pa3Benocs ux tyr, — ckaszai [lerp. — 1 Ha sroneit He CMOTPSAT — HOCATCS, KaK XOJIEPBI KaKHeE.
Hagsepno, eme Wikossl. Korma-to Tyt naBka Obuta. Muka xoHders! mponaBai. [lotom cenbrio
OTKpbUIA. CKOJIBKO MOMEHSJIOCH OPSIKOB, a KPHICHI BCE IIHBIPSIIOT.

— KpbIcam Tenepp TOJIbKO U LIHBIPSATS.

— Hy. KoMy xe ux BoIBOAUTH? UenoBeK 3a 4eJI0BEKOM OXOTUTCS — HE J0 KpbIC. AX ThI 00XkKe
MOH...

Tonpko OH ycnen cka3aTh 3TO, Kak IJe-TO 3a ABEPBIO MOCIBIIAJICA TONOT IIAroB, 3HAKOMO
OpsIKHYJ 3aCOB, I CKOPO B IJIa3a SPKO YAAapHJI CBET 3UMHET0 JHA. B cusiHMM 3TOrO cBeTa Ha mopore
nosiBIJIACh mopkapas ¢purypa Cracst B HOJAMOSCAHHOM apMeiickoM OymuiaTe, ¢ 3aKHHYTBIM 3 TIeY0
KapaOMHOM.

— Hy, rne nBaii 6anaut? K cnenosarento!

[Tonuiraii XOXOTHYJT KOPOTKO M MPOTHBHO, a B Phibake 4TO-TO MyYUTENBHO MEPEBEPHYIOCH
BHYTpU. HaBepHO, C M3IUINHEH MOCIEIIHOCTBIO OH BCKOYWJI HAa HOI'M M IIOLIEN Ha BbI30B. B
CO3HAHMM €ro HEJENoN TpeBOoroil mpoMmenbvkHyn Bompoc: rae CotHukoB? CHauana e, HaBEpHO,
J0JKHBL ObLTH ipuBecTH COTHUKOBA, a IIOTOM yXe B3sTh Ha jonpoc ero. Mmum, moxer, COTHUKOBa
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yxke younu?

OH MOKOpHO MOAOIIEN K CTyHeHbKaM, 000k 1al, moka CTach 3aKpblUl 32 HUM JBEpb, IIOTOM
BIIEpEeM KOHBOMpa ObICTpO B30ekay HaBepxX. JIBUrayics OH TMOYTH MEXaHWYECKH, 0e3 BCSKOTO
yYacTHsl CO3HaHMs, HE 3aMeydas HUYero BOKpyr. UyBcTBoBan ceOst oTBpartutenbHO. Her, 310 He
OBbUIO CTPaXOM: €ro JOHUMAJIO OeCCHITE, HEBO3MOKHOCTh MPUOETHYTh K HCIIBITAHHOMY CPEJICTBY —
cuiie, YTOOBI TIO-COJIIATCKU TOCTOSITH 3a ce0st. OTCyTCTBHE BCAKOTO BBEIOOPA MPEIEIBHO CY3HUIIO €ro
BO3MOYHOCTH, MBICJIb OTHOCUTEIBHO CTApPOCThl OCTAJIACh JIMIIbL HAMEPEHUEM — OH HE IPOJIyMall €€
KaK ClIEyeT, HUUEro He peLIyl KOHKPETHO U TETEPh HEC K CIEA0BATENIO IIOJHOE CMATEHUE B IyLIE.

— BoT momymybouek M CKUHeENb, — ¢ CHJION XJjomHyn ero mo miedy Crachk. — A HHYEro
nosyryoouek, ei-oory. M camoru! Hy, canmoxku-to s 3a0epy. A TO *ajlb Takue TpENaTh,
npaBna? — ckazaj OH JIOBEPHUTEIbHO, B3MaxXHYB Iepel apeCTaHTOM HOTOH B JOOPOTHOM XpOMOBOM
carore. — Y Te0s Kakoit Homep?

— Tpuauare aeBsaThIN, — conran Peibak, 3amennsis miar: mocjie CMpagHOro MOABalIa XOTEIOCh
XOTb HaJbIIIATHCS.

— Xonepa, manoBatbl! D, B poT TeOe orno0mo! — BApyr BeI3Bepuiics noiunai. — Hlupe mar!

Ocreperasicb Tymaka, Ppibak He cTan ynpsMHUTBCS — OBICTPBIM IIArOM HMPOCKOYHI KPBUIBLIO,
JIBEpH, HEIJTMHHBINA TOJTYTEMHBIA KOPHIOP C MOPJATHIM JHEBAIBHBIM Y TyMOOUKH. CTach BEXIMBO
MOCTy4aJl COTHYTBIM HaJbIeM B (PUIICHKY KaKOW-TO JABEPH:

— MoxHo?

byaro Bo cHe, mpendyBCTBYs, KaK celyac OKOHYATEIbHO PYXHET U PACCHIILIETCS BCS €ro
KHU3Hb, PpIOaK mepecTynmui MOpPOr M BIEPCS B3IMIIAIOM B MOTYYYIO IEUb-TOJUIAHIKY, KOTOpas
KaKMM-TO HEJOOpBhIM IpeA3HAMEHOBaHHWEM BCTala Ha ero myTu. Ee kpyTele uepHOro nBera OOkKa
BCEM CBOMM TpaypHBIM BHJIOM HAallOMMHAJIM HEJENbI 00ENMCK Ha Ybeil-TO MOTHJE. 3a CTOJIOM Y
OKHa CTOSJI IIYIJIOBATHIM YeOBEK B MUKAKE, OH >KJasl. PpiOak ocTaHOBMIICS y mopora, MoayMas,
HE TOT JIM 3TO MOJIMLAN-CIeA0BaTENb, 0 KOTOPOM T'OBOPUII CTApOCTA.

— @amwmius? — rapKHyJl YeJIOBEK.

OH ObLT SIBHO pPacCepkKEeH YeM-TO, €ro HEMOJIOZO0E€ JIMYMKO HeroOpo XMYpPHIIOCH, B3I
UCTOUT00bS )KECTKO OIIYIbIBAJI aPECTAHTA.

— Pr16ak, — mogymas, cka3ai apecTaHT.

—'ox poxxnenus?

— JIeBATHCOT IISCTHAAIATHIMH.

— I'ne poauincsa?

— Ilox I'omenem.

CnenoBarenb OTOIIET OT OKHA, CeJ B Kpecyo. Jlepxail oH ce0s HacTOPOKEHHO, SHEPTUYHO, HO
BpOJIE HE TaK Yrpoxkarolle, Kak 3To rnokasanoch Peibaky BHavaie.

— Capgucs.

PpiGak cpenmanm Tpu ImIara ¥ OCTOPOXKHO OIYCTWJICS HA CKPUITYYHH BEHCKHH CTYJIbUUK
HaIpoTUB CTOJIA.

— XKutp xouemis?

CTpaHHBI 3TOT BONPOC CBOEH HEOXKHJAHHOCTHIO HECKOJIBKO CHSJ HampspkeHue, Pproaky
JJa’kK€ MOCIIBIIIATIOCh B HEM YTO-TO OT IIYTKH, U OH HEJIOBKO MOLIEBEJINIICS Ha CTYJIE.

— Hy xoMy % kuthb He xouercs. KoneuHo...

OnHako cienoBaTelb, KaXeTcs, ObUT JaleK OT TOro, 4TOOBI IIYTUTh, M B MPEXKHEM TEMIIe
IIPOJIOJIXKAJI CHINATh BOIIPOCAMM:

— Tax. Kyna mmm?

DHepruyHas MoCTaHOBKAa BOIPOCOB, HaBEpHOE, TpeOOBaja TaKOro K€ TeMIa B OTBETax, HO
Pri0ak omacancst mpo3eBaTh KaKOH-THOO0 MOABOX B CIIOBAX CIIEAOBATEINS M HECKOJIBKO MEUINI.

— Il 3a mpoxykramu. Hamo ObIJIO MOMOJHUTH MPHUIIACH], — CKa3aJl OH U nmoaymait: «Heprt ¢
HuM! KTo He 3HaeT, uTo mapTu3ansl Toxe eaiaT. Kakas TyT MoxeT ObITh TaitHa?»

— Tak, xopomo. IIposepum. Kyna mun?

bbl10 BUIHO, KaK CII€Z0BATENb HANPSATCS 3a CTOJIOM, IPUCTAIBHO BIVIAJBIBASICH B MaJleHIlee
W3MCHEHHE B JIMIIE TUIEHHUKA. PpI0ak, olHAKO, pa3riaJuil Ha KOJEHE TOJy MONyIIyOKa, MmocKped
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TaM KaKOe-TO MATHBIIIKO — OH CTapaJiCsl OTBEYATh 0OyMaHHO.

— Taxk ot0... Ha XyTop 1mum, a oH BIpYr okasaics craneHHbii. Hy, nouum Kyaa riasa riasgsr.

— Kakoii xyrop coxoken?

— Hy Tot, Kynberaes unu kak ero? Koropslii noj gecom.

— Bepno. Kynsraes coxoxken. Hemiipl coxxrnu. A Kynerail 1 Bce KyJbraHsiTa pacCTpeEIsHBI.

«Cnaga 0Oory, He IPUAETCS B3SATh IPEX Ha AYLIy», — C 00JerdyeHneM noaymai Prioak.

— Kak oka3anuce B Jlecunax?

— OObikHOBeHHO. Habpenu HOYbIO, HY H... 33K K CTapOCTe.

— Tak, Tak, MOHATHO, — COOOpa)kas 4YTO-TO, NMPUKUHYJI CJENOBaTelb. — 3HAYUT, HUIH K
crapocre?

— Her, nouemy? Illnu Ha XyTop, g ke cKazal...

— Ha xytop. IloHsTHO. A KTO KOMaHIup OaHIbI? — BAPYT CIIPOCHI CIEIOBATENb W, MOJTHBIN
BHHMMAaHUS, 3aM€p, BIIEPUB B HETO JKECTKUM, BCE 3aMEYarOIINM B3IJIAL.

Pei0ak motymat, 4Tto TyT yXK MOXHO COJNraTh — IyCcTh MpoBepAaT. Pa3se uto COTHUKOB...

— Komanaup otpsana? Hy 31oT... JlyOoBOi.

— Jly60oBO#? — mo4eMy-TO yIUBUIICS CIIEJOBATENb.

Pri0ak mpoJomKUTENbHBIM B3IJISIIOM yCTaBWiICA B ero riaza. Ho He 3arem, yToOBl yBEpPHUTH
ClIeZIoBaTelIsl B PABIMBOCTH CBOCH JKHU, BAYKHO OBLIIO MOHSTH: BEPAT €MY MU HET?

— IIpoxsoct! Vike c¢ JyOoBeiM cHroxancsi! Tak s u 3Han! OceHbl0O HE B3sUIM, U BOT,
MOXKAIIYHCTA...

Pribak He moHsur: koro oH umeer B Buay? Crapocty? Ho kak sxe torma? BumHo, oH 31€ch
4T0-T0 HamyTal... OJHAKO pPa3MBIIUIIATE ObUIO HeKorga, [IOpTHOB CTPEMHTENBHO MPOJOIIKAI
JOIpOC:

—I'ne otpsin?

- B necy.

Tyr yx oH orBeTmn 0e3 Mayeiied 3ajepXKKH M OPSAMO M O€3rpemHo MOCMOTpen B
XOJIOJJTHO-HACTOPOXKEHHBIE TJ1a3a CII0BATENs — MYCTh YBEPUTCS B €0 a0COJIIOTHON MPaBIUBOCTH.

— B bopkosckom?

- Hy.

(dypaxku oHu, yTO 1M, cUIETh B BOPKOBCKOM Jiecy, KOTOPBIA XOTSI M OONBLION, HO TOCIHE
B3pbIBa MocTa Ha McnsHke 00JI0KEH ¢ YeThIpeX CTOPOH. XBAaTUT TOTO, YTO TaM OCTajlach IPYIIIa
sToro JlyboBOro, oCTaTKu k€ UX OTpsAa mepedpaiuch 3a MIECTHAALATh KUIOMETPOB, Ha [openoe
00J10TO.)

— CKOJIbKO 4eIOBEK B OTpsiie?

— Tpuauars.

— Bpems! V Hac ecTh cBeieHUs, 4yTO OOJIBIIE.

Pri0ak cHHCXOQUTENBHO YIbIOHYCS. OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ HaJOOHOCTH MPOJIEMOHCTPUPOBATH
JIeTKOE NMpeHeOpeKeHne K HEOCBEAOMIIEHHOCTH CIIEIOBATEIS.

— bbuto Oounbie. A ceifuac TpuanaTth. 3HaeTe, 00U, TOTEPH...

CnenoBarenb BOEPBbIE 32 BPEMsI IONIpOca JOBOJBHO MOEP3all B Kpece:

— Uro, nomunany Hamu pedsta? To-1o sxe! Ckopo myx-rmepo MOJETUT OT BCEX Bac.

Pri0ak nmpomosyan. Ero HacTpoeHne 3aMeTHO TPOHYIOCH B TOPY; KaKuCh, 0T COTHUKOBA OHH
HEMHOT'O Y3HaJIM, 3HAYUT, MOXKHO HAaCKa3aTh CKAa30K — MYCThb NMpoBepstoT. OnATh ke ObIJIO MOXO0XKe
Ha TO, 4TO CJIeI0BaTeb BPOAE Haval 100peTh B CBOEM OTHOIICHUH K HEMY, U PpIOak momaymar, uto
3TO €ro OTHOIIEHUE HAOOHO KaK-TO YKPENHUTh, YTOOBI, MOXKET, €II€ U BOCIIOJIb30BATHCS UM.

— Tak! — CienoBaTenp OTKUHYJCS B Kpecie. — A Tenepb Thl MHE CKa)kKM, KTO M3 Bac JIBOMX
ctpersiia Houbto? Hamu Buienu, oquH no0exar, a Ipyroi Havas cTpensarth. Thi?

— Her, He 51, — ckazan Pri0ak He CIUIIIKOM, OJTHAKO, PEIIUTEIBHO.

TyT yxe eMy npocTo HEJIOBKO OBUIO OMPAB/BIBATHCS U TEM CAMbIM IMEPEKIIabIBaTh BUHY Ha
CotHukoBa. Ho uro xe — Opath ee Ha ce0s?

— 3Haunt, Tot? Tak?

DToT Bompoc ObLT OcTaBlieH UM 0e3 oTBeTa — Pridak Tompko momyman: «UTo0 Thl M3JOX,
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cBosioub!» Tak xutpo noBuT! /la 1 Ha camoM Jielie, 4YT0 OH MOT OTBETUTH eMY?

Bnpouewm, IIopTHOB HE OUEHb U HACTAUBAJI.

— Taxk, Tak, monsTHo. Kak ero damumnms?

— Koro?

— Hamapnuka.

@amunus! 3auem Obl OHA cTana emy HyxkHa, ota ¢ammiusa? Ho ecnu CoTHUKOB He Ha3Bal
ce0si, TO, BUTHO, HE CIIeAyeT Ha3bplBaTh ero W emy. HaBepHo, Hajo ObLIO Kak-1ubO cOBparth, Ja
Pri0ak He cpa3y cooOpa3mil Kak.

— He 3naro, — HakoHe1| cka3ai OH. — 4l HeTaBHO B 3TOM OTpSLE...

— He 3naems? — ¢ nerkum ynpekoM nepecrnpocuis [lopTHoB. — A cTapocTa 3TOT, TOBOPHILIb,
Cpru? Tak oH y Bac 3HauuTCA?

PpiOak Hampsr maMaTh — KaKeTCs, OH Jae M He ciblmail (paMuinu CTapoCThl WIH €ro
KIINYKH.

— 5 ne 3naro. Capllal, B gepeBHE ero 30ByT lleTp.

— Ax, Iletp.

Emy mnokaszanoch, uyto IIOpTHOB 3TOT KakoW-TO MyTaHMK, HO TOTYAC OH COOOpA3UI:
CJIEJOBATEINb XOYET 3aIlyTaTh €ro.

— Taxk, Tak. 3HauuTt, pogom otkyaa? M3 Morunesa?

— M3-nox N'omensi, — TepnenuBo nomnpasui Peibak. — Peunikuii paiioH.

— Qamunus?

— Upa?

— TBos.

— Pri6axk.

— I'ne ocranpHasg Ganma?

— Ha... B bopkoBckoM siecy.

— CKOJIBKO /10 HETO KHUJIOMETPOB?

— Orcroga?

— OTtkyna xe?

— He 3nato Touno. KunomerpoB BoceMHaaaTh Oy/eT.

— IIpaBunbHo. byzner. Kakue nepesuu psaom?

— JlepeBuu? Jlertspus, YiubsaHoBka. Hy u aTa, kak ee... J[paryHsi.

[TopTHOB 3arysiHyI B JISKAIILYIO IIEpe]l HUM OyMaXKKy.

— A kakue y Bac CBsA3M C 3TOH... OKyHb ABIUHBEN?

— Jemuuxoit? Eii-Oory, Hukakux. [Ipocto 3anum mepenpsTarbes, Hy U HOECTh. A TYT Ballu
pebsra...

— A pebGsita u HarpsiHynu! Momnonis! pe6sita!l Tak, roBopuIllb, HUKAKHX?

— TouyHO HUKaKkuX. ABIMHbS TYT HU IIPHU YEM.

CnenoBarenb 0OJpPO BCKOUMI H3-3a CTOJIA, JIOKTSIMH TIOJJICPHYJ CIIOJ3aBIIME B IOsiCE
OpHIIKH.

— He BunoBara? A Bac npunumana? Ha uyeppake mpsitana? UYro, gymaemb, HE 3Hala, KOro
npsatana? OrnnuHo 3Hana! IlokpeiBasia, 3HAUMT. A 1O 3aKOHaAM BOEHHOI'O BPEMEHH YTO 32 3TO
noJsiaraercs?

Pri0ak yke 3Hai, YTO 3a 3TO IMOJIAraeTcsl MO 3aKOHAM BOEHHOTO BPEMEHH, U MOIyMal, 4To,
MOYKATyH, IPUJIETCS OTKA3aThCsl OT HEMOCUIIBHOTO TENEPh HAMEPEHUs BHITOPOAUTh Jlemunxy. beiio
OUYEBHUHO, YTO Ha KXKYIO TaKylO MOMBITKY CJe0oBaTelb OyJIeT pearnpoBarth, Kak ObIK Ha KPaCHBIN
JIOCKYT, U OH pels He apa3HuTh. Jlo JleMuuxu Jn TyT, KOTrJa HEeM3BECTHO, KaK BbIKapaOKaTbCs
camomy.

— Tak, xopomo! — CnenoBaresnb moaomen K OKHy ¥ 00Jpo MOBEpHYJICS Ha KaOIyKax; pyKH
ero ObUIM 3aCyHYThl B KapMaHbl OpIOK, MU/PKAaK Ha TPYAM ILIMPOKO pacraxHyiacs. — Mbl eie
MOTrOBOPHM. A BOOOIIE AOJKEH MPU3HATH: MapeHb Thl C TOJIOBOH. BO3MOXKHO, MBI COXpaHUM Tebe
*u3Hb. UTo, He Bepulb? — Cie1oBaTeNlb HPOHUYECKH YXMBUIBHYJCS. — Mbl MOkeM. 910 CoBEThI
HUYETO HE MOTJIU. A MBI MOXEM Ka3HUTh, @ MO>KEM U MuioBaTb. CMoTps koro. [lonsn?
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OH mouTH BIUIOTHYIO Tpubnu3mics K Peibaky, ¥ TOT, MOYYyBCTBOBAB, UYTO JOMPOC HA TOM,
HaBEPHO, KOHYAETCs, HOYTUTEIBHO MOJHSICS co cryina. CienoBarens OblI eMy IO 1uiedo, U Pribak
MOJyMall, YTO C JIETKOCTBbIO HpUAYIIKUI OBl 3TOro MmamoMmepka. Ho, momymaB Tak, OH TOYTH
HCIIYTAJICA CBOECH TaKOM HEJETOW TYT MBICIH U C JEJIaHHOM IIPENAHHOCTBIO B3IUISHYJ B JKUBBIE, C
Ha4yaJIbCTBEHHBIM XOJIOJAKOM IJ1a3a MOJULIEUCKOTO.

— Tak Bot! Tsl HaM pacckaxelb Bce. TOJIBKO Mbl IpoBepUM, He nymail! He HaBpems —
COXpaHsi KU3Hb, BCTYIHUIIb B MOJIUIIHIO, OY/ACIIb CIY)KUTh BEIUKOH I'epMaHum...

— 51? — e nosepu1 Pribak.

EMy moxasajioce, 4TO 0 HOraMu KauyHYJICS IIOJ M CTEHBI 9TOr0 3aIlJIEBAHHOIO IOMELIEHUS
pasganuch BuMpb. CKBO3b MHUHYTHOE 3aMEIIATENLCTBO B ceOe OH BJAPYT SICHO OIIYTHUJ CBOOOY,
IIPOCTOP, AAXKE JIETKOE TYHOBEHUE CBEKErO BETPA B IOJIE.

— Ha, 161. UTO, HEe cornaceH? Moxelb cpa3dy He oTBeuarh. Mnu noaymail. Ho momuu: nimm
I1aH, Uiy nponai. I'amaHmok!

[Tpexne yeM OH, OIIEIOMJICHHBIH, YCIIeN MOHATh, YTO OyAeT Aajiblie, IBEPh PAaCKpbUIACh, U
Ha 1Iopore BhIpoC TOT caMblil CTack.

— B noxgan!

Cracp AypaluiMBO yCTaBMJICS Ha ClIEZOBaTEs.

— Taxk or0... Byauia xner.

— B nonBan! — B3BU3THYN cnegoBaTenb. — Thl UTO, TITyX0OU?

Cracp BcTpenenyics.

— SBosib B moaBan! butts, npoury!

PpiOak BbIIIEN, KaKk W BXOIWJ, B KpailHEeH pacTepsHHOCTH, Ha 3TOT pa3, OJHAKO, yXKe IO
Apyroil mpuyrHe. XOTS OH €Ille M HE OCO3HAI BCEH CI0XKHOCTH MEPEXKHUTOro W B eIie OoblIeH
CTETIEHU IMPEJCTOSIIET0, HO YyXe YYyBCTBOBAJI OCTPO M panoctHo — Oyner xwuth! IlosBunack
BO3MO’KHOCTB KUTb — 3TO INIaBHOE. Bee ocTanbHOE — IOTOM.

— I'bl, 3HAUUT, OTKIIAABIBACTCA? — JIEPHYI €ro 3a pyKaB moJrynryoka Crach, KOT1a OHH BBIIILITH
BO JBOD.

— Jla, oTkmagpiBaeTcs! — TBepAo ckasan Pri0ak M BIepBbIE C BBI30BOM IOCMOTpEN Ha
KpacuBOE, U3/1eBaTeNIbCKU-YIIBIOYMBOE JIUIIO MOJTUIIAS.

TOT XOXOTHYJ XPUIUIOBATHIM, BPO/I€ KO3JIMHOTO OJIESTHHSL, TOJIOCOM.

— Hukyna ne nenemscs! Otaams! JloOpoBoibHO, HO 00s3aTeNbHO — Tpebyxa u3 Te0s BOH!

«lypHo#t numm npukuabiBaeTca?» — nogyman Peibak. Ho Crack Tenepb Mano 6eCoKoOmI ero:
Y HETO MOSBWICS 3alLUTHUK.

FnaBa TpuHaguartas

CoTHHKOBA criacaia ero HeMOIIIHOCTb: KaK TOJIbKO by/uiia HauuHal IBITKY, OH ObICTPO Tepsil
co3HaHue. Ero omimBanu, HO HEHAJ0JIr0, MPAK OISATH 3aCTHJIAa] CO3HAHUE, TEJI0 HE pearupoBajo HU
Ha pPEMEHHBIE YEpEecCEAEIbHUKH, HU Ha CIELMAJIbHBIE CTAJbHBIE LIUMIBI, KOTOpPbIMU bynuia
caupall ¢ nanblieB HOrty. HanmpacHo mpoBO3MBIIUCH Tak C MOJ4aca, JBOE MOJULEHCKUX BBITALUINA
CoTHHKOBA U3 MIOMEIIEHHS U OPOCUIIN B TY KaMepy, K CTapoCTe.

HekoTtopoe BpemMs OH Moj4a JieXkal Ha COJIOME B MOKpPOM OT BOJbBl OJEXKIE, C
OKPOBABJICHHBIMH KHCTSMU DPYK M THUXO cToHal. Co3HaHME TO BO3BpALAIOCH K HEMY, TO
nponagano. Koraa 3a ABepplo yTUXJIM IIary MNOJULENCKUX, K HEMY Ha KOJIEHSX IOJIOJ3 CTapocTa
[Terp.

— Aii-qii! A g u He y3Has. BoT uTo Hagenanu...

COTHMKOB YyCIHbIIIIad HOBBIA BO3Je ceOs ToJ0C, KOTOPBIA MOKA3alcsi eMy 3HAKOMBIM, HO
HCTEP3aHHOE €r0 CO3HAHUE YK€ HE B COCTOSHHH OBLJIO BOCCTAHOBUTH B MAMSTH, KTO 3TOT YEIOBEK.
Bripouem, denoBek Bpojae OblUT pacrnojiokeH K Hemy, COTHHKOB MOYYBCTBOBAJ 3TO IO TOJIOCY U
MTOIPOCHII:

— Bonpi!

YenoBek, CIBIIIHO ObLIO, MOIHSUIICSA, HE CHIIBHO, XOTSI U HACTOMYMBO MOCTYYaJ B IBEPb.
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— Yepru! He capluT HUKTO.

[Tnoxo coobpaxas yxe, COTHUKOB BCE€ e IMOHSII, 4TO MOMOIIH 31ech He Oyner. Y oH Hu4ero
HE Tpocuil OoJibllIe, MOTPYXKasiCh B 3a0BIThE M OCTABAsACh OJMH Ha OJMH CO CBOMMH Mykamu. Bce
BpeMsl OYEHb XOTENOCh MUTh. KakoW-To TycTOM 3HOWHBIH TymMaH OOBOJIAKMBAJI BCE BOKPYT,
COTHHKOB JI0JITO TAIllWJICS B HEM Ha BAaTHBIX HOTaX, MMOKa HE YBUJEN y 3a00pa KOJIOJEIl ¢ BEAPOM Ha
nenu. TakuMu e BaTHBIMU, OECCUIIBHBIMU PYKaMU OH OITYCKaJl 3TO BEIPO B KOJIOJIEI], KaK BAPYT U3
ero 4epHoi Oe3IHBI C TPEBOKHBIM (DbIpKaHBEM OpOCHIICS BPACCBHINHYIO IIYCTPHIA KOIIAYHMid
BbIBOJIOK. COTHMKOB TEpHETh HE MOT KOIIEK W TMOYTH B HUCIyre OTHPSHYI OT cpyda, MeIIEHHO
npuUxo/s B ce0sl. 3aTeM OH KaKMM-TO 00pa30M OUYTHIICS Ha YJIUIE UX JJOBOCHHOTO TOPOJKA U BIIPYT
yBHJIEI niepe]] coOoit PenpkrHa, TaBHUIIHETO CBOETO OpIMHApIIa, KaK pa3 HECLIETO CBA3KY MOKPBIX,
HATOJHEHHBIX BOIOH ¢uisair. COTHUKOB CXBAaTHIICA 3a OJIHY U3 HHX, HO (Jisira B €ro pykax cpasy e
IIpeBpATUIIACch B IPOTUBOra3HYI0 CYMKY, a B CYMKE Kakasl K€ BOJA...

Criycts HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsl OH BCE-TaKH JOXAAJICSA KOTENKa C BOJOM M J0JIT0 U MYYUTEIBHO
nwi. Ho Bojga Obuta Termiasi, HEBKyCHAsi, OHA HE YTOJISJIa YKaK[bl, TOJILKO NMPOTUBHO HAIOJHATIA
KemyJqoK. BoxienenHnoe 3To MuThe He MPUHECIIO eMy OOJIErueHHs], JTUIIb YCHIINIO MYKH, €r0 CTaJlo
TOIIHUTH. BBIJIO OYEHBb JKapKO OT MOJYAEHHOIO COJIHIA, B OKOMYHMKE, I'/I€ OH CTOSAJ, BCIOIY
IIEpPEChINAICA PACKAJIEHHBIM NECOK € KJIOYKaMU CyXOH Kouitouedl TpaBbl. OH HUYYTh €IIE HE
HANWICS, KaK PSAIOM IMOCIBIIIANCS OKPUK PYKOBOAWTENS CTpeabOaMu MOJKOBHHKA JloTMHOBA:
«Tewmm! Temmn!» COTHHUKOBA 3TO YAWBUIO U OOECIIOKOUIIO OJHOBPEMEHHO: MOKA3aJI0Ch CTPAaHHBIM,
Kak OH MOT OTBJIEYBbCSl Ha 3TOT BOJIOTION BO BpeMs cTpenbObl? OH HCIyraics, 4To He YJIOXKUTCS B
TEMII IOJAYM KOMAaHJ, KOTOPbIM BMECTO IOJIAraBIIMXCSA LIECTH — JECATH CEKYyHJ, HaBEPHO,
[IEpPEBAJINI 32 MUHYTY.

[Torom ero BUICHHS CTaIM TYCKHETb, CO3HAHUE 3aBOJIOKIO OECCMBICTHUIIEH, 3a KOTOPOH eaBa
pOOHBAIKCh YCKOJIBb3AIOIIUE TPUYY/UIMBbIE 00pa3bl, YCUIMBAIOIIKUE U 0€3 TOTO HECTEPIUMBIE €T0
CTpaJaHus...

Korna B xkamepy Bepuynu Pribaka, COTHUKOB, KaK TPYII, TUXO JIe)KaJl Ha COJIOME, C TOJIOBBI JI0
ST HAKPBITHIA MIMHENbI0. PhiOak cpasy e OMmyCTHIICSA PSJIOM, OTKUHYJ TOJIy IIMHEH, MOTPaBUIl
emy pyKy. Cnomansble nanbipl COTHUKOBA CIMIUIMCH B KPOBABBIX CI'YCTKAaX, U OH YXKacHYJICS MpHU
MBICJIH, YTO TO K€ camMOe€ MOIJIM cZenaTth U ¢ HUM. Ha mepBbiii pa3 pacmpaBa KakMM-TO 00pa3oM
MuHOBana ero. Ho uto Oyzer 3aBTpa?

— XJjomet, TyT 3T0... Boabl Hazo... — ckazan u3 yrina lletp, noka Crace 3anupan 1Bepb.

— 51 TeOe He XJIOIel], a TOCIOAUH mojulai! — 310610 3ameTua Crach.

— Ilyckai nonunai. M3sunure. Yenosek noMupaer.

— Tyna u nopora 6annuty. Tebe Toxe.

C rpoMOBBIM I'POXOTOM 3aXJIONHYJAch ABEPh, CTAI0 TeMHO; [leTp, B3MOXHYB, OMyCTHUIICS Ha
COJIOMY B YTIIy.

— 3Bepu!

— Tuxo BbI! — cka3zan Peibak. — Ycaplmar.

— IIyctp cnprmart. Yero yx 00sThCA. ..

3akpbulach M Hapy)KHas JIBEpb, HA CTYNEHbKAxX 3aryIoxJu maru nonunasd. Crenanroch O4eHb
THUXO, U CTaJO CIBILHO, KaK HEMOJAJeKy, B IOJBajJ€, KTO-TO THUXOHBKO IUIAKAJ — KOPOTKHE
BCXJIMIMBIBAHUS, Tay3bl, — HaBEpPHO, peOCHOK WJIM, BO3MOJXKHO, >KeHIIMHA. Ha cosome Bce eiie B
3a0BITHU MPOMBIYAT YTO-TO COTHHKOB.

— Jla-a, aToro usyBeuwnu. Bepxuser nmu? — ckasain Iletp.

Pri0ak mogyman: «Bpsa nu oH BeDKMBET». U BIPYr eMy OTKPBUIOCH YPE3BBIYAMHO YETKO M
cuacTnuBo: ecnu COTHUKOB yMpeT, TO ero, Ppibaka, maHchl 3HaUUTeNbHO yiaydmmarcs. OH CMOXET
CKa3aTh YTO B3AyMaeTcs, APYTruX 37€Ch CBUIETENEH HET.

KoHeuHo, OH moOHUMall BCIO OECUENOBEYHOCTh 3TOTO OTKPBITHS, HO, CKOJBKO HHU JyMall,
HEM3MEHHO BO3BpAILlAJICA K MBICIH, YTO TaK OyneT mydiie emy, Poibaky, n1a u camomy COTHHKOBY,
KOTOPOMY TIOCJIE€ BCEro, 4TO CIY4MJIOCh, BCE paBHO yxke He K HUTb. A PpiOak, MoXer, emie u
BBIBEPHETCSI U TOT/IAa Y)K HAaBEpPHSIKA PACCUMTAETCS C 3TUMHU CBOJIOYAMM 3a €ro >KM3Hb U 32 CBOU
crpaxu Toxxke. OH BOBCe HE cCOOHMpayics BBIJaBaTb UM IAPTH3AHCKUX CEKPETOB, HU TeM Oosee
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MOCTYIATh B MOJIMILINIO, XOTS U IOHUMAJI, YTO YKIIOHUTBCS OT Hee, BUAHO, OyzaeT He npocto. Ho emy
BaXXHO OBLJIO BBIMI'PATh BPEMS — BCE 3aBUCENIO OT TOTO, CKOJIKO JTHEH OH CyMeeT IpOoJAep>KaThCs B
9TOM II0JBAJIE.

COTHHMKOB TSDKENIO M XPHUIUIO IBIIIAJ, CIEerka IMOCTaHbIBas, W Ppibak momyman: HeT, He
BBITSHET. TyT U C KPENKUM 370POBBEM HEJOJITO 3arHYThCS, TIE YK eMy!

— A Ttebe, TIsKy, O0NbIIE MOBE3NO, — PACCYIUTEIHLHO M BpPOJe OBl CO CMBICIOM HaMEKHYI
CTapuK.

OTH ero cioBa HEMPUATHO 3a1enu Prrdaka — kakoe emy nieno? Ho OH COKOHO OTBETHI:

— Moe Bce Briepenu.

— SlcHoe neno — Bunepenu. Tak OHU HE OCTaBAT.

Ppi0ak HeNmpHUA3HEHHO TOCMOTpEN B YroJl — CTaHOBWJIOCH HE MO cebe OT HEeMpOILEHBIX
MIPOPOYECTB ITOTO YeNOBEKa: OTKY/Aa €My 3HaTh, MPOCTAT WM HET? Y HEro miein 3adeT Mo 0cooomy
OT MPOYHUX CYETY, B OJIaroTBOPHYIO CHIIy KOTOPOTO OH MOYTH YTO MOBEPHJI M CTapaJics MoJIpoOHee
Bce 00TyMaTh.

Ho, Buaumo, 310 MecTo OBLIO Majo MOJIXOAALINM JUIS JUIMTEIbHBIX PAa3MBIILIJICHUN: TOJIBKO
OH COCPEJOTOYMICS Ha CBOMX 3a00Tax, Kak IO CTyNEHbKaM OMNATh 3acTydainu kabmyku. llarm
3aMepJIM BO3JIE X KaMEphl, TPOMBIXHYII 3aCOB, U Ha IIOPOre BBIPOC TOT caMblil CTack.

— Ha Boapt! XKuBo! U uto0 sToT GaHtora Kk 3aBTpeMy ObUT Kak IITHIK! A TbI, CTapblil XpeH,
Mapiu k byauie!

PpiOak mpuTymmi B cep/ie BCOBIXHYBIIYIO ObUIO TPEBOTY, B3I U3 PYK MOJMLAS KPYTJIbIHA
KOTEJOK ¢ X0J01HOU BoAoH. IleTp u3 yriia HegoymeHHo ycraBuics Ha Cracs.

— A 3adem, He 3HaACHIb?

[Tonmuaii ¢ HEMOAAEIBHBIM BECEIIBEM 3apiKaIL:

— 3Haro: B MOJAKUIHOTO chirpaTh. Hy, xkuBo!

Crapuk TSHKENo MOTHSUICA, TOA00pal € 1MoJia TYJIYMYMK U, HArHYB TOJIOBY, BBILIEN U3 KaMEphI.
Bce ¢ TeM ke rpoX0TOM 3axXJIONHYNACh TSAXKENast 1BEPb.

BcraB Ha konenu, Pribak Hagan Topmomuts CoTHHKOBA. TOT, 07JHaKO, TOJIBKO cToHAN. Torma
OH OJIHOIO PYKOM HAKJIOHWJI KOTEJIOK, a IPYrod NpUIOAHAI rosioBy COTHMKOBAa U HEMHOTO BIIWJI B
ero pot Bojbl. COTHHUKOB B3JPOTHYJ, HO TYT JK€ aJHO MpHUIaAl I'y0aMu K IIEpIIaBOMY Kparo
KOTEJKa, HECKOJIBKO pa3 CAABJIEHHO, TPYAHO IVIOTHYII.

— Kt0 310?

— Oro 5. Hy kak 1617 Jlyume?

— Pr16ax? @y Th1! [laii eme.

Pri0ak cHOBa mpuaepskai ero rojoBy — cTy4a 3y0amu o KoTenok, COTHUKOB BBINUJ €Ie U
IIJIACTOM CJIET Ha COJIOMY.

— Uto, Myumnu 310poBo? — cripocuit Priax.

— Jla, Opart, nocranock, — BbII0OXHYT COTHUKOB.

Ppi0ak 3a00T/IMBO OMpaBWJI Ha HEM LIMHETb W NPUBAIMICS CHMHOM K CTEHE, PacCEsHHO
BCIIYLIMBAsCh B ITYMHOE JIbIXaHUE TOBAPUILA, KOTOPOE, OJTHAKO, [IOMAITy BBIPAaBHUBAJIOCH.

— Hy, xak tenepb caMmouyBCTBUE?

— Teneps xopouo. Jlyumre. A te6s?

—Yro?

— bunu?

Otot Bompoc 3actan Peibaka Bpacruiox. OH He 3HaN, KaK KOPOTKO OOBSCHUTH TOBApHILY,
[IOYEMY €r0 HE IBITAJIH.

— Jla HeT, He OYEHb.

CoTHuKOB 3akpbll I1a3a. Ero M3MoXkIeHHOE, cepoe, ¢ OTpocuIedl LIETMHOW JIMLO €7Ba
BBIJICISIOCH B CyMepKax Ha cepoil cosome. B rpynu Bce xpuneno. M torma Peibaky mpuimiio B
roJIOBY, YTO, ITOKAa UMEETCs Takash BO3MOXKHOCTb, HaJI0 ObI KO€ O YeM YCIOBUTHCS OTHOCHUTEIILHO
MPEACTOSIIMX JOIPOCOB.

— Crnymaid, st BpoJe X 0OXUTPIO, — IIENHYJ OH, CKIIOHUBIIUCH K TOBapuily. TOT yIUBICHHO
PacKphLUI ria3a — MUPOKUE OCNKK B TIa3HHULAX TYCKIO OJECHYNIH OTPaKEHHBIM CBETOM. — TOJIBKO
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HaM HaJl0 TOBOpPUTH OJHO. IIpexkae Bcero — mum 3a npoAykTamu. XyTOp COXGKEH, MPUTONAIN K
Jlecunawm, Hy H...

— Huuero s um He ckaxy, — nepeOui ero COTHUKOB.

Pr16ak mpuciyimancs, HeT JU KOro MOOTU30CTH, HO, KaKETCs, BCIOAY ObUIO THXO. TOJIBKO
CBEpXY JOHOCHJIMCh I0JIOCA U I1aru, Kak pa3 Haja ux kamepoil. Ho cBepxy ero He yciblar.

— Ter O6pock, He nypu. Hamo koe-uto M ckaszarh. Tak ciymaid panbiie. Mbl U3 TPYIIIBI
Jly6oBoro, oH ceituac B bopkoBckom iecy. ITycTs mpoBepsrT.

CoTHHUKOB 3ajiepkKaJl JbIXaHHE:

— Ho [1y6oBoii AeiCTBUTETHHO TaM.

— Hy u uro?

Ppi0ak HauMHAT 3TUTHCS: BOT YK€ HECTOBOPUMBBIN YENIOBEK, pa3Be B 3ToM Jieno! besycnosHo,
Jly6oBoii ¢ rpynmnoii B BOpKOBCKOM Jiecy, HO OTTOTO, YTO OHH HA30BYT MECTO €r0 PacIoJIOKEHHUs,
TOMY XYK€ HE CTAaHeT — MOJIMLASM JI0 HEero He fo0parbes. OCTaTKM ke UX OTpsijia Kak pa3 B Oojee
HEHaJIe)KHOM MECTE.

— Caywait! Tel nocioymail Menst! Eciau Mbl X HE IpOBEAEM, HE CXUTPHUM, TO YEPE3 JIEHB-/BA
HaM katok. [lonsn? Hano HemHOro u B moiiaBku ceirpath. He path uepes cuimy.

COTHHKOB, CJBIIIHO OBUIO, OYATO HACTOPOXKHIICS, IPUTHUX, IBIXaHUE €r0 3aMepJio — CHACTCH,
OH YTO-TO 0O TyMBIBAJ.

— Hudero He BBINMET, — HAKOHEIL CKa3al OH.

— Kak He BbIiineT? A uto Torna BeliiieT? CMEpTH AOCTYKaThCs JIETU€ BCETO.

«BoT nypuna», — mogyman Ppibak. Yk Takoro Hepa3yMHOTO YIPSIMCTBA OH HE OXKHJAA.
Bnpouem, cam 0IHOIO HOroM B MOruWie, Tak €My Bce HumouyeM. He xouer paxke HIEBEIbHYTH
MO3TaMH, YTOOBI He MOTAIIUTh 32 COOOH 1 TOBapHILA.

— Te1 mocymait, — momos4as, ropsuo 3amentai Peidak. — Ham Hamo ux moBaguTh. 3HaelIb,
KaK ILIyKy Ha ynouke. VHade nepersHemb, NMOpBeUIb — M Bce Mpomnano. Hano mpukuHyThCS
CMHUPHBIMH. 3HACIIb, MHE MPEATIOKHIIHN B MOJIUIHUIO, — KaK-TO CaM He XeJasi Toro, ckazai Prroak.

Bexu y CoTHMKOBA B3pOTHYJIH, 3aTA€HHBIM TPEBOKHBIM BHUMAHUEM CBEPKHYJIH TJ1a3a.

— Bor kxak! Hy u 4ro x — noGexurs?

— He moGery, He 060¥ich. Sl ¢ HUIMH TOTOPTYIOCH.

— CMoTpH, IpOTOPryemses, — A3BUTENBHO Ipocunes COTHUKOB.

— Tak 4yro e, mpomanaTh? — BIPYr O3JACh, €Ba HE BCKpPHKHYNI PpiOak u 3amosyar,
BBIpYyraBIIKCh Mpo cebs. Brpouewm, uept ¢ muum! He xoder — ero aeno; Pribak e Oyaer 60poThes
3a ce0st 10 KOHIIA.

CoTHUKOB 3abllIall TPYJHEE — OT BOJIHEHHUS WM OT XBOPH; IOMNBITAICS OTKAILIATHCS — B
Ipyad 3allUIeNo, KaK Ha XapoBHe, U Ppibak mcmyrancs: momupaet, uyto iu? Ho oH He ymupan u
BCKOpE, COBJIA/IaB C JbIXaHUEM, CKa3aJl:

— Hamnpacho ne3ems... B aeppMmo! Ilo3opuib kpacHoOapMeicKyro yecTb. JKUBBIMU OHU Hac He
BBIITYCTST.

— Kak cka3zars. Eciu nocrapatscsi...

— Jlns xoro craparbca? — cpbiBasich, 3710 Opocun COTHUKOB M 3aJOXHYJCS. MUHYTY OH
MYUHUTENBHO KallIsAd, IOTOM HIYMHO JbllIall, 3aT€M CKa3ajl BJAPYr ymaBIIMM roiocom: — He B
KapThl JK€ UTPATh OHU TEOSI B MOJIUIHIO 30BYT.

«HaBepHo, He B KapTbl», — npo ceds cornacuics Poibak. Ho on men Ha 3Ty Urpy, uToObl
BBIMIPaTh ce0e KU3Hb — pa3Be 3TOr0 HEIOCTATOYHO JUISl CAMOM, IMyCTh JTaKe OTYAsTHHOM, UTphl? A
TaM OHO OyZeT BUIHO, TOJIBKO Obl HE YOWIM, HE 3aMYUYMJIM Ha JToTpocax. ToJbKo Obl BBIPBAThCA U3
3TOM KJIETKH, M HUYETo IUI0XOro OH cebe He 1mo3BoauT. PazBe oH Bpar cBoum?

— He 6otich, — cka3ai oH. — S Toxe He JIBIKOM IIUTHIHN.

COTHHKOB 3aCMesIICSI HEECTECTBEHHO KOPOTEHBKUM CMEXOM.

— Yynak! C keM Tbl B3 yMaJl TAraThCs?

— A BOT yBUIULIIb.

— Orto xe mamuHa! Mmm Tel Oyzaelib CIyXHUTh €W, WM OHa COTpeT TeOs B MOpOmoK! —
3a]IpIXasICh, IPOCUIIEI OH.
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— 5 um nocayxy!

— Tonpko Haunu!

«Her, BUHO, C HUM HE CTOBOPHIIILCS, C TUM YYyJaKOM YelIoBEKOMY», — moayman Peidak. Kak
B JKHM3HH, TaK U TEpeJ CMEPThI0 Yy HEro Ha MEpPBOM MeCTe TBep0Jio0oe YmpsIMCTBO, KaKHe-TO
MIPUHIIMIIBL, @ BOOOIIIE BCE JIENI0 B XapakTepe, Tak moHuMan Pridak. Ho Benb KoMy He M3BECTHO, UTO
B UT'pe, KOTOpasi HAa3bIBAETCS KHU3HBIO, YAIIE C BRIUTPHIIIEM OKA3bIBACTCS TOT, KTO OOJIBIIIE XUTPHT.
Ja u xak uHaue? JlelicTBUTENBHO, (alIM3M — MallWHA, IMOAMSBINAS MOJ CBOM KOJeca IMOJIMUPA,
pa3Be MOXHO, CTOsI Mepei Hell, pa3MaxuBaTh roibIMH pykamu? MoKer, Kyaa pazymHee Oyaer
MOI00paThCSl CO CTOPOHBI U CYHYTh €l MEX KoJieCc Kakyro-HuOyap poratuHy. [IycTs Hamopercs na
3a0yKCyeT, aB TeM BO3MOKHOCTh IOTUXOHBKY CMBIThCS K CBOUM.

CoTHUKOB 3aMOJTYall WJIM, MOXKET, BIAT B 3a0bIThe, M PbIOaK mepectan HaOUBAThCA K HEMY C
pasroBopom. IlycTh mocTymaeT Kkak Xoder — OH ke, Pri0ak, OyaeT pyKOBOJCTBOBATHCS
COOCTBEHHBIM Pa3yMOM.

On ner Ha 00K, MOJ00pal HOTH, TOBBIIIE HATSAHYJ BOPOTHUK moymyoka. [Toka cyn na aeno,
OBUTO OBI HETIJIOXO B3JPEMHYTh, YTOOBI IPOSICHIIIOCH B TOJIOBE, MOTOMY KaK CKOpPO, HaBepHO, OyaeT
yke He 10 cHa. OTHAKO OH BEPUJI B CBOIO CUACTIIMBYIO 3BE3/y M MOCTETICHHO YOEKIAJICS, YTO €T0
OTHONICHHUSI C TIOJUIAsIMU 00peNH MPaBUIBLHOE HAIMIPABJICHHUE, KOTOPOTO U HYKHO JiepKaThes. Ecnu
TobK0 COTHHUKOB CBOMM HEJEMBIM YIOPSIMCTBOM HE HCIOPTUT BCe €ro Iutanel. Ho, BUIHO,
CoTHUKOB J10JITO HE MPOTsHET. CTpaHHBIM ATO OBUIO M MPOTHUBHBIM — AyMaTh O CKOpPOHM CMEpTH
ToBapuia. Ho nHaue He mony4anock. B ero cMepTu oH BUJEN €AMHCTBEHHBIN Ui ce0sl BRIXOJ U3
3TOM 3amajiHu.

3amymaBiiuch, Pribak HE cpasy ycoblmian, Kak 4TO-TO JKMBOE TUXOHBKO KOPSIOHYIIO IO €ro
carory, moToM cHoBa. OH JABHHYJ HOTOU U BAPYT SICHO YBUJAET KPBICY — CEPBI €€ KOMOK METHYJICS
K CTGHEe W 3aTUX TaM: JUIMHHBIA M TOHKHH XBOCT HACTOPOXKEHHO TMPOJIEr IO COJIOME.
CoapornyBuuch, Peibak mHys Tyna KaOIykoM — KpbIca, TOHEHBKO MUCKHYB, IPOBOPHO CKPBLIACH B
TeMHOM yriy. [lo moHecmielicsi U3 COJIOMBI THXOW Bo3HE Pribak, ofHAKO, MOHSII, YTO TaM OHA HE
onHa. HaBepHO, Hafo OBl 4eM-TO OPOCUTH B HUX, HO TIOJI pyKaMH HE ObLIO HUYETO TOIXOMISINEr0, 1
Pr16ak, copBaB ¢ roJIOBBI IIANKY, IMIBBIPHYII €€ B YTOJL.

Korma TaMm nmpuTuxio, oH Ha YETBEPEHbKAX CITIOJI3all 32 IIANKOW U OTSATh MPUBAIUIICS CITUHOM
Kk cteHe. OHAKO craTh OH YK€ HE MOT, CHJIT U C HESICHBIM OpE3rNIMBBIM CTPaXOM BIJIS/ABIBAJICS B
KPBICUHBIN YTOJL.

naBa yeTbipHaguaTas

Ilerpa mpuBenu HE CKOpO, YK€ Ha 3aKare COJHIA, KOIZa CYMEPKM B KaMepe COBCEM
CI'YCTUJIUCh M OKOLIKO BBEPXY €[1Ba CBETWJIOCH CKYIHBIM OTCBETOM MOPO3HOro IHs. J[a u B 1BepH,
KOT'Jla Ta OTBOPUJIACh, yKe He ObUIO MPEXHEH SPKOCTH — HarHyB Oenyio roJIOBY, CTapoCTa MOJIYa
IIEPECTYIUII ITIOPOT U CYHYJICA Ha CBOE€ MECTO B yIIIy.

[Tonumaii He cHemu 3aKpbITh 1BEpU, U PpiOak y cTEHBI Bech OOJIE3HEHHO CXKAJICS, CTapasich
Kak Obl MCUE3HYTh BO Mpake 3TOH BOHIOYEH Kamephl. BbUIO cTpaliHo, YTO CIEAYIOIIUM OISTh
BBI3OBYT €r0, XOTSI OH IIOHUMAJI, 4YTO OT IIOJIMLIAsl 3TO HUYYTh HE 3aBuceno. Ho He BbI3BaIM HUKOTO,
JBEPb HAKOHEIl 3aTBOPUIIACH, HAJEKHO 3BSAKHYI 3acoB. llommmnai, oxHaKko, — Ha 3TOT pa3 KTO-TO
npyro#, He CTach — HampaBUJICS HE K CTYNEHbKAaM: €ro LIaru B KOPUAOPE MOBEPHYIH a JPYTYIO
cTopoHy. Bckope B riyOnHe moJiBana 3acTydaid JPyrue 3acOBBI, Pa3aIMCh ITyXOBAaThIil OKPUK U
KEHCKHUM KOPOTKHM BCXJIUIL.

B sTOT pa3 6panu skeHIIMH.

Kak Toibko B mojBajie OMATh BCE 3aTUXJIO, K PpiOaky Hauano momaiy BO3BpAIIATHCS €ro
camooOmaganue. Uto x, 6eaa moka MUHOBAJIA €r0, HACTUTHYB JIPYTrOTO0, U 3TO, KaK BCET/1a Ha BOMHE,
BOIIPEKH BCEMY YCIIOKaUBAJIO. byITO T€M caMbIM JaBajio €My JOIIOJIHUTEIIBHBIC IIIAHChI BBIKUTD.

PpiOak He MMen HM MajeWIIero jKelaHus BCTyNaTh B pasroBOpP CO CTApPOCTOM, KOTOPOTO,
MIOXOKe€, TMBITAJI HE 0YEHb, BO BCSIKOM Ciydae He Tak, kak CoTHukoBa. Ho To 06cTosTENHCTBO, UTO
OH, HE ITPOPOHMB HU CJIOBA, OTUYKJECHHO 3aTUX B CBOEM MPAYHOM YTIIy, oOecrokouso Pribaka.
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— Hy xax? O6ouutocs? — HapounTo 001po cripocus Peidak.

IleTp nociie HENPOAOIHKUTENBHON NTay3bl OTO3BAJICS HEBECEIBIM T'OJIOCOM:

— Her, yxe He o6oiinercs. [1noxu Hamu gena.

— Xyxe Hekyza, — coraacuics Peidax.

CrapocTta BBICMOPKAJICS, BUTHO OBLJIO, MPUBBIYHO PA3TIIAIMII YCbI U COOOIINI KaK Obl MEXITY
IPOYMM, HH K KOMY HE 00pamasch:

— IloaroBapuBanu, 4To0 s BbIBeAaN OT Bac. [Ipo oTpsin HY U elie Koe-uTo.

— Bot kak! - HenpusatHO yauBuics PpiGak, BCIOMHUB CBOM HeNaBHUIl pPa3roBop C
CotHukoBBIM. — [IITMOHUTE, 3HAUNT?

— Bpoge toro. IllectpaecaT ceMb JI€T IPOXKUIL, a IO CTapOCTh Ha Takoe neno... He-er, He no
MHE 3TO.

Psanom Ha cosome, Kak-TO UCIIYTaHHO B3/IPOTHYB, IPUBCTAN Ha JIOKTAX COTHHUKOB.

— K10 310?

— Jla TOT, TECHHOBCKUI CTapOCTa, — MOJABJICHHO cKa3an PriOak.

PasroBop Ha 3TOoM mpepBaics, Poibak u Iletp mputuxim kaxaslii B cBoeM yray. OKomiko,
IIOTacHyB, €/1Ba CEPENo MOJ IOTOJIKOM, YETKO pa3JIEICHHOE PEIIETKOM Ha 4eThlpe KBajpara. B
KaMepe BOLlapuiach TeMeHb. PazroBapuBaTh HUKOMY HE XOTEJIOCH, KaXIblid YriayOusics B ceOs u
CBOM JIQJIEKO HE BECEIIBIE MBICIIH.

U Toraa onsATh 3aTOMANHM LIard Ha CTYIEHBKAX, CIBIIIHO OBLJIO, PACKphLIach HApY)KHas IBEPb
U HEOXKUJAHHO TPOMKO 3BSKHYJ1 3acoB MX Kamepbl. OHM BCE€ HACTOPOXWINCH, OJUHAKOBO
00eCTIOKOCHHbIE €IMHCTBEHHBIM B TAaKHUX CIydasx BOMpPOCOM: 3a KeM? Tem He MeHee U Temepb,
BUJIHO, HE 3a0MpaJii HUKOTO — HAIlPOTUB, KOTO-TO MPUBEIIU B 3Ty KaMepy.

— Hy! Mapmu!

KT0-TO HeBHIUMBIM B TEMHOTE IOYTHU HECIHBIIIHO IPOCKOJIb3HYI B ABEPb MU 3aTauics y
nopora Bo3Jie caMbIX HOT Prrbaka. Korga nBepb co CTyKOM 3aKphliach W MOJHIIAN, TTOCBUCTHIBAS,
3aJIBUHYIJI 3acOB, Pb10ak Opocuil B TEMHOTY:

— Kto TyT?

- 4.

I'onoc ObLT AETCKUH, 3TO CTANo MOHATHO Cpa3y, — MajeHbKas (Urypka HOBOTO apecTaHTa
IIPUTKHYJAch y CaMOM IBEPH U MOJIHAJIA.

— Kro 51? Kak 30ByT?

— bacs.

«baca? Uto 3a baca? Bynro espelickoe umMs, HO OTKyJa OHa TYT B3sjach?— YIUBUIICS
PriOak. — Bcex eBpeeB W3 MecTedka JMKBUAMPOBAIM €I€ OCCHbIO, BPOJAE HHIJIE HHUKOTO HE
OCTaJIOCh — KakK 3Ta oka3zanach TyT?! M moueMy ee mpuBenu B Kamepy K HUM, a He K Jlemunxe?»

— Otkyna 1617 — cripocu Pribak.

JeBouka Monvana. Torga oH CIpOCHII O APYroM:

— Ckozbko Tebe set?

— Tpunaauars.

B yruy, TpyaHo B310XHYB, 3amesenuics [lerp.

— 210 Meepa-canoxauka nodka. Jlonpammsany 1eds?

— Ara, — TUXO NOATBEPANIIA IEBOYKA.

— Meepa Torga M3HUYTOXKUIU BMECTE €O BCeMHU. BOT... oqHa nouka M yuenena. Yro x Mbl
Teneps OyneM nenats ¢ T060i, bacsa?.. — U [leTp BHOBB TSKKO B3JJOXHYII.

PeiOak BApyr mOTEpss MHTEPEC K JIEBOYKE, BCTPEBOXKEHHBIH IPYrMM: MOYEMY €€ HpPUBEIH
ctona? B mosBasne ObLIM, HABEPHO, U €I1Ie MECTa — I/Ie-TO MOOIMU30CTH CUICITH JKEHIIUHBI, — TOYEMY
e JeBOUKY MoJcaaniiv K myxunHam? Kakoit B 3Tom cmbicn?

— Yero »x oHM 1OOUBAIUCH OT T€Os1? — moMouas, Tuxo cripocui [lerp bacto.

— UT006 cka3ana, y KOTO elle npsATanach.

— A-a, BoH kak! Hy uro k... 910 Tak. A TbI He cka3ayia?

bacs 3aTannace, Oyaro oomepiia, Moyana.

— U nHe roBopu, — 0100puI1 Oros crapocta. — Henb3st 0 Tom roBoputh. Moe /1e10 Bce paBHO
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KOHYEHOE, a Mpo Apyrux Mmoxuu. Eciu u 0uth Oynyt. Wnu teds yxe Ounn?

Bmecro oTBeTa B yriy BAPYT HOCIBILANCS BCXJUI, 3a KOTOPBIM MOCJEI0BAN CAABICHHBIN,
6ose3HeHHBIH Mad. OH OBUT KOPOTEHBKMM, HO CTOJIBKO HEMOAJENBHOIO JETCKOTO OTYasHUS
BBITVIECHYJIOCh C HHUM, YTO BCEM B 3TOH Kamepe crenanoch He 1o cebe. COTHHKOB Ha COJIOME,
CIIBIIITHO OBLIO, OCTOPOKHO 3aiepiKall AbIXaHHE.

— Pri6axk!

— A Tyr.

— Tam Boa ObLa.

— UYto, mUTH XOYCIIH?

— Haii eit Boapl! Hy 4to ThI cuauiib?

Hamynas moj cTeHoit koTenok, Peibak noTsHyncs K JeBOYKE.

— He mmaus! Ha BoT, momei.

bacsg HeMHOro oTnuiIa U, NPUCMUPEB, 3aTUXJIA y ITOPOTa.

— Wmm crona, — nossain Ilerp. — Tyr Bor Mecto ecth. byneM cuners. BoT moaye cTeHkH
JEPHKUCH.

[TocnymHO MOAHSBIIUCH M HECIIBIIIHO CTyHasi B TEMHOTE OOCBIMU HOTaMu, bacst HarpaBuiach
K cTapuKy. TOT HOABHHYICS, 0CBOOOXKIast €l MECTO PSIIOM.

— Ha-a! ITomanuce! UTo oHM e1iie caenarT ¢ HaMu?

PpiOak Moxuan, He UMesl JKeJaHUs MOJICP)KUBATH PA3roBOP, PSIOM THXOHBKO IOCTAHBIBAJ
CotnukoB. Onu xganu. Bce nx BHMMaHHMe ObUIO NMPHUKOBAHO K CTYMEHbKAM — OTTYJAA SIBISIIACH
Oena.

W neicTBUTENBHO, NOIT0 KAATh €€ HE IIPUILIOCH.

Crnycts 4erBepTh yaca co JABOopa jAoHecioch 3noe: «Mmu, mau, mammal» — U He MeHee
00o35ieHHOE B O0TBET: «UT00 TEOs Tak M B MEKJIO THAIH, HETOJHUK!» — «A HY IIEBEJIUCH, HE TO KaK
IBUHY!» — Ipopblyasl MyXCKo#l rojoc. Ha cTynenpkax 3aronanu, 3aMaTepuiINChb — COMHEHUN HE
ObLIO: 3TO BO3BpAIANIHU C Jlonipoca Jemunxy.

Ho nouemy-To ee Takke HE NOBOJIOKIIN B IPEXKHIO KaMepPy — MOJULAd OCTAaHOBUJIMCH BO3JIE
UX JBEpH, 3arpeMesid 3acCOBOM, M TOT CaMblid, XOpOIIO 3HAKOMBIM MM CTach CHUIBHO TOJIKHYI
Jemunxy uepes nopor. JKeHInHa CIIOTKHYIAch, yrajia Ha PpIOakoBbI HOTH M TPOMKO 3allpUYMTaNa
B TEMHOTE:

— Kyna Te1 Tonkaems, Heronsi! TyT jke MyKUuHBI, a, 00kKeuka MOH!..

— JlaBaii, naBaii! Yept Te0s He Bo3pMeT! — mpukpukHyn Crack. — J{o yrpa nepeOyaens.

— A yrpoMm 4T0? — BAPYT crpocus Ppi6ak, KOTOpOMY MOCHBIIIANICS KAaKOH-TO HaMEK B CJIOBAX
MOJINLIAS.

Crach yxe IpUKpBLIT OBLJIO ABEPH, HO OISITh PACTBOPHII €€ U TAPKHYI B KaMepy:

— A yrpoM rpoc amiec kanyt! @apmaii?

«Kamyr? Kak kamyr?» — TpEeBOKHO TNPOHECIOCh B CMATEHHOM co3HaHuMM Psibaka. Ho
CTpAILHBIA CMBICI 3TOr0 KOPOTKOTO CJIOBA OBLI CIMIIKOM OTYETIIUB, YTOOBI JI0JITO COMHEBATHCS B
HeM. M 3Ta ero oTUeTIIMBOCTD yAapuia Kak OTJo0ieil 1Mo rojose.

3HauuT, yTpoM KoHer!

[Toutu He omrymas cebdst, Ppibak MexaHWYeCKH Mo00pall HOTH, Tl MPUCTPOUTHCS y TIOPOTa
KEHIIMHE, KOTOpasi BCE BCXJIMIIbIBAja, CMOPKAalach, IOTOM Hadaja B3/bIXaTh — YCIIOKAUBAThCS.
MunyTy OHU Bce MoJ4aiy, 3aTeM [leTp B cBoeM yrily ckazajl pacCyIuTENbHO:

— UYro xe aenartp, ecnu nomnanuch. Hano teprners. OTKyna ke Thl Oyellb, KeHITUHA?

— A1? a u3 [onny0bs1, ecinu 3HaeTe.

— 3Haro, a Kak xe. I ybs xe Thl Tam?

— JleMku OKyHs KEHKa.

Crapasice Kak-muM0O0 OTHeNaThCsl OT HENOOpBIX NpeauyBCTBUH, PpiOak moj creHOl cran
npuciymuBarees K Jlemunxe. EMy He XoTenoch oOHapyxuBath ceOsi pa3sroBOpoM, TeM OoJiee uTo
Jlemunxa, BO3MOJKHO, HE y3Hajla €ro B TeMHOTe. OHM YK€ ITO3HAaKOMHUJIMCh C €€ CBapJIMBBIM
XapaKkTepoM, U Terepb, OKa3aBIIKUCh B TAKOM MOJI0XKEHUH, PbiOak JqyMai, 4To 3Ta )KEHIMHA OYCHb
MIPOCTO MOKET 3aKaTUTh UM CKaHJall — ObLI0 32 yTo. Ho oHa Mano-momainy ycroKouiack, eie pas
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BbICMOpKaJjiach. [ 0JI0OC €e IMOHEMHOTYy pOBHEN, CTAHOBHWJICS OOBIYHBIM, TaKUM, KaKUM OHa
pasroBapuBajia c HUMU B JIEPEBHE.

— Jla-a, — o3amaueHHO B310XHYI IleTp. — A JlembsiH B BOMCKE...

— Hy. Jlemka Tam rje-To ropromko MbIKaeT. A HaJ0 MHOM TyT M3MbIBAIOTCs. 3abpaiu BOT!
Jlerox Ha koro nokuHynu? 1 xak onn Tam 6e3 Mens? Oi, 1eTOYKH MOU POJHEHBKHE. ..

Tonpko 4TO CMOJIKHYB, OHa pacIuUlaKajllach CHOBAa, M B 3TOT pa3 HUKTO €€ HE yTellal, He
ycrokauBan — ObUIO HE 70 Toro. B kxamepe mpojoipkanu 3By4arh 3ioBemiue cioBa Cracs, OHH
MIOAABJISAIIN, TPEBOXKWIIU, 3aCTABIISIIM MYUYUTEIBHO MEPEKUBATH BCEX, 3a UCKIIOYEHHEM pPa3BE UYTO
CTapOCTBI, OCTABABIIErOCs MO-IPEXHEMY BHEIIHE CIHOKOWHBIM U PacCyAMTEIbHBIM. Mexay Tem
JleMunxa Kak-TO HEOXKUJAHHO, Oy/ATO BCE BBIIMJIAKAB, B3JJOXHYJA U CIIOKOWHEE YK€ 3aMeTHJIa:

— Bot moau! Kak 3Bepu! I'nsnu, kakum yeprom cran IlaBka 3toT!

— [loptHOB, uTO MTU? — MOoIEpxKan pa3roBop lletp.

— Hy. A xe ero xaBanepom nomHio — toraa IlaBkoii 3Bainu. A MOTOM Ha YYUTENs BBIYUHIICS.
EBoHHas MaTka Ha XyTope >KMJa, TaK KaXJO€ JIETO Ha MOJIOYKO Ja Ha s0JIOUKHM TNpHEeKal.
Harnsnenace. Takoit nackoBbIii ObLI, «10OpBIN JE€HB» BCE pasfaBall, ¢ MYXKYMHAMH 33 PYUKY
310pOBAJICS.

— 3nato IloptHOBa, a kak ke, — cka3an Ilerp.— IlpotuB Oora, ObIBajo, MO JEPEBHIM
aruTupoBall. Jla Tak CKIaaHo...

— I'aguna on Obu1. U ecth raguna. He Bce 3Ha10T TONIbKO. KynbTypHBIi!

— A MONMIAifYuK 3TOT TOXKE C BaIero 6oky oyaro?

— Cracp-10? Ham! ®ununnenok muaamuii. Cuaen 3a NOHOXKOBLIMHY, J1a IPULIEN B NIEPBBIE
JTHY, KaK Hadajuoch. M 4To BBIIENBIBATH CTall — cTpax! B MecTeuke Bce Hall €BpEsIMU M3MBIBAJICS.
Yousan, roopmid. Jlobpa HaTackan — 6oxeuka Moit! Bcro xary 3aBammii. A Tenepb BOT H JI0 HAc,
XPHILEHBIX, 00pacs.

— O10 y*X Tak, — cornacuics [lerp. — C eBpeeB Hayany, a IJs,id, HAMH KOHYaT.

— UT006 MM Ha OCHHE BUCETh, BBIPOJAKAM ITHM.

— 1 BOT mymaro Bce, — OECIIOKOWHO 3aBOPOLIMIICS CTapocTa, — Hy MyCTh HeMIlbl. M3BecTHO,
GamucTsl, 4y)Kue JIoAd, Yero YK OT HHMX xjaath. Hy a Hamm, xotopeie ¢ HumMu? Kak ux BOT
noHumarb? JKwui, en KOTOpeli, JIOASM B Tja3a TJAAel, a Tenepb 3auMel BUHTOBKY M YK€
3acTpenuTh HOpoBUT. U cTpenstor! CKOJIBKO mepeduin yxe. ..

— Kak 3o, kak ero... bynuna Bam! — He cep)kaBUIMCh, HAITOMHMI PrIOak.

— XBataer. U Bynuna, u mMano nu emie Kakux. 3EIIHUX M 4epT 3HaeT oTkyna. JlroOurenei
nopa3z0oiHnuaTh. YTO K, Temepb UM pa3loiibe, — TIyXUM 0acoM CTENEHHO paccykial
JIECUHOBCKHUH CTapoCTa.

YT0-TO BCIIOMHHUB, €r0 HETEPIENUBO nepeduia Jlemunxa.

— OT10 camoe, roBopsT, XOJAOPOHOK HX, KOTOPOrO HOYBIO paHMIH, cloX. YToO mMM Bcem
[IEPEIOXHYTh, FaJI0BbIO 3TOMY!

— Bce He nepenoxuyt, — B3aoxuyn Iletp. — Pa3se uTo Hamm nepeObIoT.

Ha conmome 3anBurancs, 3aplai, OnsATh NONbITaNICA NOAHATHCSI COTHUKOB.

— JlaBHO BBI TaK CTalIM IyMaTh? — IPOCHUIIEN OH.

— A 4TO % Aymatb, CbIHOK? BceM scHo.

— SlcHo, roBopure? Kak e Bbl TOT1a B CTAPOCTHI MOILIN?

Hactynuna HenoBkas THUIIMHA, BCE NPUMOJIKIM, HACTOPOXKEHHBIE 3TUM JAlIEKO HIYIIUM
BonpocoM. Hakonern Iletp, uTo-To mpeooses B cede, 3aroBOPHII BAPYT IPOTHYBIIUM T'OJIOCOM:

— 4 momen! Ecmum Obr 3Hamm... Heroxke ToBOpUTH 31eCh. XOTS UYTO VXK TEIMEPb...
OtOpbIkuBacs, Kak Mor. B paifon He siBisiics. Pa3Be s aypak, He OHUMar0, 4To JH. Jla BOT 3TaK
HOYBIO OJHAXIBI — CTYK-CTYK B OKHO. OTKpBUI, IUISDKY, Hall OBIBIIMI CeKpeTaph M3 paiioHa,
HAa4yaJJbHUK MUJIMIMM W €LIe [BOE, IpPU OpPYKHH. A ceKpeTapb MEHS 3Hal — Kak-TO B
KOJUICKTUBHU3AIMIO OTBO3MJ ero mocie codpanus. Hy, cioBo 3a crnoBo, ToBopHT: «Cibland, B
CTapocCThl T€0s1 METAT, Tak cornamaiics. He To Bynuny nHaznauat — coBcem Xxynao Oyzet». Bor u
cornacuics. Ha cBoro rosioBy.

— Jla-a, — HeompeneneHHo cka3an Pribak.
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— Ilonroma BeIKpyunBancs Mex AByX or"eil. Iloka He copBasica. A Temepp 4To nenarh?
[Tpunercs mOruOHYTH.

— IlorubHyTh — ng€n0 HeXuTpoe, — OypkHy!n PbiOak, 3aKkpyrisii HENpUSTHBIN JUIS HEro
pasrosop.

To, uro 0 cebe coolmua cTapocTa, He OBUIO JJISi HEr0 HEOKUAAHHOCTBIO — MOCIE JI0Mpoca y
[TopTHOBa PpIak yxe cram koe o0 yem JoraapiBatbes. Ho Temeps OH ObUI LEIHMKOM IOTJIOLICH
cBoMMHU 3a00TaMu U OOJIbIlIe BCErO omacajcs, Kak Obl HEKOTOpPhIE M3 €ro BBICKa3aHHBIX 3/1€Ch
HaMEpEeHH He TONUTH A0 YIIeH MOJUIHUU U He 000PBaJU MOCIIEAHIOI0 HUTOUYKY €r0 HaJIeHKIbl.

COTHHMKOB MEXIy TeM, PacKpbIB IJlaza, Mojua Jiexxaa Ha cojiome. Co3HaHUE BEpHYIOCH K
HEMY, HO YyBCTBOBAJ OH ceOs IJIOXO: aACKMU OoJiesia Hora OT CTOIBI A0 Oeapa, *KIJo MalbLbl HA
pykax, B rpyau Bce ropeno. OH MOHUMAJ, YTO CTapoCTa CKaszal MpaBIy, HO OT JTOM IMpaBjabl He
CTaHOBMJIOCH Jierde. OlyllieHne Kakoi-To HEJENOW OIUIOIIHOCTH 10 OTHOILEHHUIO K 3ToMmy Ilerpy
BIpyr HaBanuioch Ha CoTHukoBa. Ho xto B ToM noBuHeH? OnsATh NOJy4yanock Kak ¢ JleMunxoii,
KOTOpast SIBUJIACh Tepel HUMH >KMBBIM YKOPOM HMX HENpocTUTeNnbHOU OecrieqHocTH. C omackon
NPUCITYIINBAACH TENEph K CIIOBaM >KEHIIMHBL, COTHUKOB OXHJAJI, YTO Ta HAYHET pyraTb HUX
nocieqHuMu cnoBamu. OH He 3HaJI, 4eM Obl Tor/a Bo3pasui eil. Ho muto Bpemsi, a OHa BeCh CBOM
IHEB BhIMEIIIaia Ha MOJUIMK U HeMIax — uX e ¢ Ppibakom Jake U He BCIIOMHMIIA, OyITO OHU HE
UMeNId HU MaJledIiero kacarenbcTBa kK ee Oene. Ha 3moBemee cooOmenue Cracs oHa Takxke He
pearupoBaia — MOXKET, HE MOHJIA €0 CMBICIIA, @ MOKET, TPOCTO He 00paTHiIa BHUMAaHMSL.

Brpouem, moBepuTh B 3TO COOOIIEHHE OBLJIO CTpAIIHO Ja)ke AJsl TOTOBOIO KO BCEMY
CotnukoBa. OH TakXe HE MOT B3ATh B TOJK: TO JIM MOJIUIAM POCTO IMyras, TO JU JeHCTBUTEIHHO
OHM HaTyMalld MIOKOHYUTH B OJIMH pa3 co BceMu. Ho Heykenu UM He XBaTHIIO ObI ABYX CMEpTel —
ero ¢ PpibakoM, Kakoil ObUI CMBICH JIMIIATH KM3HU 3Ty HECUACTHYIO JleMUHXy, U HE3aJauwInBOTO
CTapoCTy, U AeBouKky? HeBeposTHO, HO, BUANMO, OyaeT Tak, nyman CoTHuKOB. CKOPIHUOH JOKEH
KaIUTh, UHA4Ye KaKOU ke OH CKOpnuoH? O4eBUIHO, IS TOTO U MO3aTAJIKUBAIM UX B OJHY Kamepy.
Kamepy cMepTHHKOB.

MnaBa naTHaguaTas

Kak-To He3amerHo Pribak, cmaercsi, 3acHyN, Kak CHJEN — CrOpOMBIIHMCH IOJ CTEHOM.
Bripouem, Bpsiz i1 3T0 OB COH — CKOpee ycTanoe 3a0bIThe Ha Kakoi-HuOyap yac. Bekope, onHako,
TpeBora pazOyauna ero, U Peibak OTKpbUT T7la3za, HE cpa3y IOHSB, rAe OH. PiamoM B TeMHOTE
TUXOHBKO 3BYYaJl pa3roBOp, CIBIIAJICA AETCKUN 3HAKOMBIN I0JIOC, Cpa3y K€ HAIlOMHUBIIHWN €My
npo bacro. U3penka ero nepebuBan XpUIIOBAaThId CTAPUECKUI MIETOT — 3TO BCTABJISI CBOE CIOBO
[etp. Poibak mpuciymancs K uX THXOW HOYHOU Oecelle, HATOMMHABIIEH IIypIIaHUE COJIOMEHHOM
KPBILIU Ha BETPY.

— CnepBa xoTena OexaTh 3a HUMHM, Kak MOBeNH. BpICKoumia W3 mamucaaHUKa, a TETKa
[IpackoBbst Mamier pykoit: «Hu 3a uto He X0au, TOBOpHT, mpsubcs». Hy, mobexana Hazaxa, 3a
OTOpOJIbI, BJI€3JIa B JIO30BBIA KYCT. MOXeET, 3HaeTe, OOJBINONW TaKOH KyCcT B KOHIIE OTOPOJIOB Y
peuku? I'ycroii-rycroil. 3a ABa Iara CTeKeuka Ha KIaAKy — Kak CHUAMIIbL TUXO, HE HIEBEIHUIIbC,
HUCKOJIeuko TeOsi He BuaHO. Hy, s 1 3ane3na Tyna, BeIrpe0i1a MECTEUKO B CYXUX JIUCTBSIX U K.
Jlymana, Kak MaMKa BEPHETCSI — MO30BET, sl YCIBIITY U BblOery. JKnana-xaana — He 30BET HUKTO.
VYxe U CTEeMHeso, CTajo CTpallHO. Bce Kasanmoch, KTO-TO ILIEBEIIUTCSA, KPajeTCs, a TO CTaHET,
cnymaet. [lymana: Bonk! Tak BojkoB Oosutacs! M He 3acHyna Huckojeuko. Kak cramo cBersers,
TOTJ]a HEMHOTO 3acHyJa. A Kak NMPOCHYJIach, OYEHb €CTh 3aXOTENIOCh. A BBUIE3Th U3 KycTa 0OIOCH.
CapllIHO, HA yNHIlE TOMOH, KaKMe-TO MOJBOJbI, U3 XaT MECTEYKOBBIX BCE BBIIPY)KAIOT, KyJIa-TO
Be3yT. Tak s cuzena u cunena. Eme nens, eme Houb. U emie He ToMHIO yxke ckoabko. Ha crexeuke,
Korza 6a0bl MOJIOCKATh UYT, TAaK MHE X HOTU CKBO3b JIMCTBY BUIaTh. Bce MUMO mpoxoasar. A MHe
TaK €CTb XOYETCs, YTO YK€ M BbUIE3Th HE Mory. CHKy Ja Iuladyy TUXOHBKO. A OJHaXJbl KTO-TO
BO3JIE KyCTa OCTaHOBMIICA. S| 3aTamnace BCs, €Ky M He Ably. M Toraa cislily, THXOHBKO Tak:
«bacs, a baca!» I'nsxy, Tetka [IpackoBbsl HarHyIachk...

— A TBI HE TOBOPHU KTO. 3a4eM HaM IIpO Bce 3HaTh, — CIIOKOITHO nepebui ee Ilerp.
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— Hy, TeTka oHa 1aeT MHE y3€JIOK, a TaM XJIeO U HEMHOXXKO caya. § Kak B3sula ero, Tak u
cbena Bce cpasy. Toapko ximeba KOpouka ocTanach. A MOTOM KakK CXBAaTHII JKMBOT... Tak GOJIBHO
Ob110, YTO MOMEpeTh XoTena. [Ipocuna u mamy u 60ra — cMEpTH MPOCUIIA.

Ppi0ak mos cTeHKON 30KO MOEKMIICS — TaK 3TO MPO3BYHYAIO MO-KUTEUCKU 3HAKOMO, OyITO
nepesl HUM MCIOBEJOBalach Kakas-HUOYIb CTapyllka, a He TPUHAALATHICTHsS neBouka. 1 cpasy
’Ke ITOT €€ paccKa3 BbI3BAJ B HEM BOCIIOMHHAHHE 00 OJTHOW JIEBSHOCTOJIETHEW 06abke M3 KakoH-TO
JIECHOW JIEPEBYIIKH IO Ty CTOPOHY KeJIe3HOM aoporu. OHM TOrja BBILUIM U3 JIECY CIIPOCHUTH IIPO
HEMIIEB, YaCOK OT/JOXHYTh B TEIUIE, HY U MEPEKyCUTh, KOHEUHO. B m30e, uto crosa Ha oTmHOe,
HUKOTO HE 0Ka3aJIoCh, JIUIIb OHA 3a0bITas 60roM riryxas 6adka cujaena Ha Ie4YH, CBECUB Ha MOJIOK
6ocwie Horu. Iloka oHM Kypmim, 6abka ycTano ceToBajia Ha rocrmoja 0ora, KOTOpBI He JaeT el
CMEpTH M TaK MYYHUTEJIBHO PACTIHYII €€ HUKYEMHYIO CTapylIeublo ku3Hb. OKa3aBIINCh OJHA U 0e3
POACTBEHHUKOB, OHA €ILI€ I0CJI€ TOM BOWHBI IPUKUIACH BO3JIE MAJIO3HAKOMBIX, UYXKUX JIOJEH,
KOTOPBIM HaJI0 ObUIO PacTHUTh JEeTed, JOCMOTPETh BO3JIE XaTbl. BHIHO, X035€Ba pacCYMTHIBAIIN, YTO
JIET IATh CTapyIIKa eLie IPOJAEPKUTCS, TEM BPEMEHEM OAPACTYT AETH, a TaM, TSI, IPUAET CPOK
— u Ha kimagbume. Ho cpok 3TOT He mpuien HU dYepe3 MsATh, HU Yepe3 ISATHAIAUATh JIET,
3ajiepKaiach CTapyllka y 4yXHUX Jiojed. 3a 3T0 BpeMsi NOBBIpAacTalli Majible, Morub Ha (GuHCKOM
BOIMHE XO35MH, X03siKa caMa e[Ba CBOJIMJIa KOHIIbI ¢ KOHI[AMHU — YTO € OBLIO 10 HEMOITHOW 9YyKOM
crapyxu? A cMmepTh Bce He muia... [Ipomasce Toraa, Peibak B HIyTKy moskenan el Kak MOXHO
CKOpee OKOHYHTH CBOE MpeObIBAaHUE HA 3TOM CBETE, M OHA UCKPEHHE Oiarojapuia ero, MoJsich Bce
00 oHOM. A Temeph BOT OMSATH TO ke camoe. Ho Beas 310 pebeHOoK.

Yro nenaetcs Ha cBere!

— A nocne mMHe nyqmie ctano. OnHaxapl O4eHb Hamyrajach yrpoM. ToJbko 3aapemana,
CHIAJIOCh, KAaKOM-TO 3Bepb KpajeTcs Mo Oepery moja KycToM. A 3To KOT. OTpOMHBINA Tako#l cepblit
KOTHILE U3 MECTEUKa, HABEPHO, OCTAJICS OJIMH, HY U UILET ceOe mpokopmy. PriOy noBuT. 3Haere, Ha
Oepery Tak 3aMpeT, YCTaBUTCS B BOJY, a MOTOM Kak HpbirHeT! Bbuieser Bech MOKpBIH, a B 3y0ax
pbiOKka. BoT, mymato, ecnu Obl MHE Tak HaloBuUMThCs! XoTena s OTHATH PHIOMHY, Ja HE ycIelna:
yapan KOT U MOJ APYTUM KyCTOM Cbhe€l BCIO, U XBOCTHMKa HE ocTranock. Ho motom MblI ¢ HUM
noapyxuwinchk. [Ipuner xorma nHeM, 3a0epeTcst B KYCT, JISDKET PAIBIIKOM U Mypibider. S rimaxy
€ro U HEMHOXKEUKO CIUTI0. A OH 4yTKHH Takoil. Kak Toiapko kTo-1100 moOmmu30cTH 00BSIBUTCS, OH
Cpa3y HAaTOMBIPUTCS, U 5 yXKE 3HAI0: Ha/I0 OOAThCA. A KOT/Ia OUY€Hb IoJioJ JOH:I, BRIOpanach HOUBIO
Ha oropon moOmm3octu. Y KpuBoro 3anMana orypisl emie OCTaJUCh, CEMEHHBIE KOTOpBIC,
MopkoBKa. Ho KOT ke He ecT MOpKOBKH. Tak MHE €ro Kajb CTaHET...

— Ilycth OBl MBIIIEH JIOBWII, — OTO3BANach M3 TeMHOTH Jlemumnxa. — Y Hac, B [lomnyOne, y
onHUX OblIa KOINIKA, TaKk 3aifyar Tackana nomoi. Eii-Oory, He nry. A Kak-TO IPUBOJIOKINIA 3aiflia
OTPOMAaJHOrO, /1a Ha YepJaK HE BCTALWJIA — BUJHO, HE OCWJINJIA. Y TPEYKOM BBILIEN 3MUTED, IIISI/Ib:
3as1l 1O, YTIIOM JIEKHUT.

— A, TaK TO, HaBEPHO, y Hee KoTsATa ObLIH, — norajancs Ilerp.

— Hy, xoTaTkn.

— Tak 310 moHsaTHO. TyT yX 11 KOTAT cTapanack. Kak Matek Bce paBHoO... Hy, a moToM Kak xe
ThI?

— Hy 1ak u cugena, — THXOHBKO U 10BepuuBoO wienrana bacs. — Terka... Hy 1a, koTtopasi... ewme
HECKOJIBKO pa3 xyeba AaBaja. A MOTOM OYEHb XOJOJTHO CTalo, JOKIb MOIIeN, Hadaia JIMCTBA
ocblnaTbesl. OAHaXbl MEHS KTO-TO YTPEYKOM YBHAEN, AsibKa Kakol-To. Huuero He ckasai,
IIpouIesl MUMO. A s Tak Hamyrajgach, 4yTh 10 HOYM JOJposkana. BeuepoMm, Kak JOKIb MOCHIINA,
BbLIE3Na, Opoauiia, Opoauiia Mo 3ayrojblo, a Mo yTpo 3adpajiach B 4ei-To OBHH. TaMm mepecujaena
Tpu nHsA. Tam xoporio ObUI0, CyX0, a OOBICK Hadaics. Vckanu Kakyloo-TO pOXb M MEHS €1Ba He
Hai. Tak s mepeniia B capail — CBUHBM TaM ObutH. Hy 1 51 Bo3ne HUX. 3aTUCHYCh HOUBIO MEXTY
CBUHBEH U MOJCBUHKOM U CIuTi0. CBUHBS CIIOKOHAs Oblila, a KabaH, X0Jiepa Ha HEro, KycaJcs...

— A, rociogu! BoT Hamy4anach, OeHas! — B3qoxHyna Jlemunxa.

— Her. Tam temo 6bu10.

— A kak xe ¢ egoi? Mnu Hocuit K1o?

— Tak 51 >xe He moKa3pIBajlach HUKOMY. A ena... Hy Tam B KopbITe BbIOMpaa 4yTo-To...
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— Oii, 10 yero IojAeH goBenu, 0oxke, 0oxke!.. A X035€Ba UTO, TaK U HE 3aMETUIIN?

— 3aMeTmid, KOHeUHO. 3acrana OJHaXIbl — yXKe cHer OblI. Brickoumia, uTo0 mepebexaTsb
yepe3 yJIHILy — TaM J0M ObLI IYCTOH, Hy 5 ¥ mpsiTajgack. TOJIBKO yIUIly nepedexaa, OrysiHyIach, a
JIIbKa CTOUT B IBEPSAX, CMOTPUT. S 3a KIIeH, puTaniach. TOJICTBINA TaKOU KIJIEH TaM...

— Oii, HaBepHO, YTO MPOTHUB anTeku? — porananack Jlemunxa. — Tak Tam xe Urnans Cynpon
KUIL...

— A Ttebe uyto? — HemackoBo mepebun ee Ilerp. — Kto HM xwii, He Bce au paBHO? 3adeMm
CIPalINBaTh.

Jlemunxa, moxoxe, oOuenach.

— la s tak. Ecnum u ckazana, Tak 4ro?

— A Huyero! A uro motom... Hu k ueMy Terneps U TauThcs — Bce paBHO... CBeT He 0e3 J0OphIX
mozeit: bacio ko MHe mepernpaBuin, B IepeBHIO. Paccyuiu BepHO — Y CTapOCThl HCKATh HE OyayT.
Yepe3 Ty pacHpoOKIATYI0 OBEYKy 00a IOMajuch: MEHS C IMEYKH CTAHYIM, bacio u3-mox moia
BBIBOJIOKJIM. ..

Pri0ak coBceM He yOUBHICSA M 3TOMY, MOJyMal TOJBKO: TUIOXO MpsATall, 3Ha4uT. Crpstan Obl
Xxopomo — He Hami Obl. Jla u BooOmIe, 3adeM TYT pacckaszbiBaTh 000 BceM 3toM? Komy He
M3BECTHO, YTO MHOTJA U CTEHbI UMEIOT ymu? Bopouewm, uept ¢ Humu! Uto oHu, Bce emy? K Tomy
K€, HABEPHO, BCEM UM YyX€ IIO3JJHO YTO-TO CKpPbIBaTh, 4ero-1o ocreperarscs. Ecium Crach ckaszan
IIpaBAy, TaK 3aBTPa UX BCEX OKUIAET CMEPTb.

B xamepe HacTana rHeryias, CTOpoXKas TUIIMHA, KOTOPYIO IToros Hapymuia bacs.

— ITox mosiom MHE OBLIO XOPOIIIO: TeTKa ApUHA MHE CEHHUYEK MOJoKuia. S ciplmana, Kak Te
TSI 3aXOUIM. A AN YILUIIH, sl TOJIBKO YCHYJIA U cpasy cibliry — pyratorcs. [lomumnan!.. Oii-oit!

Wcnyrannenii kpuk bacu 3actaBmi moaxBatuthesi ¢ MecTa Iletpa, u PpiOak mOHsUT: KpPBICHL.
OOHarnenu Ui U3roJI0AINCh TaK, YTO MepecTanu 00aTbes U roaei. CTapuk caroromM HECKOJIBKO
pa3 TomHyn B yriy. bacs, BCKOYMB, CTOsla Ha CepelMHE Kamephl, 3aKpbiBas cOOOW CBETJIbIH
KkBazpar okHa. OHa BCs TpsAcaach OT UCIIYTa.

— Onu xe kycatorcsi. OHU e HOXKKU MOU 0OTpbI3iH. S ke ux cTpax Kak 6orock. JlsaneHbkal..

— Huuero, ne 6oiics. Kpbicel uto? Kpbickl He cTpamHbl. YKycsT, Hy U uto? Takoit Oeapt! Man
BOH B MOH yroi, caauck. U s Tyr... S ux, uepreit!..

OH nortonan eue, IOBOPOLIWI B YIiy U cel. bacsd NpuUTKHyJach Ha €ro HaCMKEHHOM Ha
cosiome Mecre. COTHUKOB BpoJie cniasl. HanpoTus To B3zbIxana, To cMopkaiack Jlemuunxa.

— Tax uto *... Uto Tenepp caenaems? — crpamuBai B TeMHoTe [leTp u cam cebe orBevan: —
Huuero yxe He cnenaems. Teprnu. Henoinro ocranocs.

Crano tuxo. Peibak cBOOOHEE BBITAHYI HOTH, XOTeN OBLJIO B3JPEMHYTh, HO COH OOJIbIlIEe HE
LI€eJl.

[lepen Hum ObLT OOPHIB.

OH OTYEeTIMBO MOHSJI 3TO, OCOOCHHO ceifuac, HOYbIO, B MUHYTY THIIUHBI, U JyMal, YTO
HUYETO yXKe HCIPaBUTh HENb3sl. Beera u BCIOAy OH yXUTPSUICS HAaUTH KakoW-HUOYb BBIXOJ, HO HE
teneps. Teneps BbIxosa He ObUI0. VICTIOBOIIL €ro Havad 0JI0JeBaTh CTpax, Kak B TOM MaMSTHOM C
JIETCTBA Cllyyae, KOIJla OH clac JaeBuyaT M KoHsA. Ho Torpa crpax mpuiien mosx e, a B MUHYTY
omnacHocTt Koist Peibak gerictBoBani 00Jibllle MHCTUHKTUBHO, 0€3 Pa3MBIIIUICHUH, H 3TO, BO3MOXHO,
BCE U pemuio. BrpodeM, 3TO CIydwsioch JaBHO, €€ JO KOJX030B, B IOPY €ro JEPEBEHCKOIO
JETCTBA — YTO OBIJIO BCIIOMHHATH 0 ToM? HO moyemMy-To BOT BCIOMUHAJIOCH, BOIIPEKH JKETaHHUIO, —
BUJIUMO, TOT JABHUHM clydall MMeNl KaKylo-TO €Ill€ HEMpPOSICHEHHYIO CBSI3b C €ro HbBIHEIIHUM
II0JIOKEHHUEM.

Kunu oHu B pepeBHe, HE XyXKe U HE JIydllle APYTuX, CUUTATUCH CepeIHsIKaMH. Y OTIa ObLI
nanHbeld OynmaHbIil KOHMK, MOJIOJIOW M CTapaTeNbHBIN, MpaBaa HEMHOTo ropsunid, Ho Koms ¢ Hum
Janui Heruoxo. B nepeBHe pedsita paHO MPUHUMAIOTCS 32 KPECThIHCKHM TPy, B CBOM HEMOJHbBIE
nBeHaauath jet Ko yxe mpoOoBaj MOHEMHOTY U KOCUTh, U TaXxaTh, U O0POHOBATh.

B TOT 1eHp BO3MIIM € NOJISL CHOTIBI.

DTO CUMTANIOCh COBCEM YK€ MallbUMIIEUbuM JenoM. [lopora Obliia 3HAKOMOMW, U3YYEHHON UM
10 Menbuaimux mnoapoOHocTeil. [louTu ¢ 3aKkphITBIMK TJIa3aMd OH TIOMHUWII, TZI€ HAJO B3STh
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YyTh-4yTh CTOPOHOM, I'Ie IepXKaTh 10 KOJIesAM, KaK Jydie o0bexaTh TIyOOKYyI0, C BOJIOH, PBITBUHY
B jory. CaMbIM ONacHBIM MECTOM Ha 3Toi gopore Obiia KymioBa ropa — Kocorop, moBOpOT H
y3KUH OBpa)keK MOJ BBHICOKMM OOpbIBOM. Tam Hazmo Obl1o cMoTpeTh B 00a. Ho Bce o6xommiioch
6maronoxyuno. Oten mojo0Opasn MocieAHne KPeCTIbl B KOHIIE HUBBI M, BUIAHO, HATPY3UI TEJETY C
M30BITKOM — €7Ba XBaTWUJIO BEPEBKU, 4TOOBI yBs3aTh B03. K HeMy HaBepx B300payich elie
CEeMMJICTHAA cecTpeHka MaHs u cocezickas neBouka Jlroba.

Bcro nopory, nepeBanmBasiCh U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, OH THXO €Xall Ha BBICOKOM BO3Y, Kak
BCErla YBEPEHHO ymnpasiisad KoHeM. MunoBanu KynioBy ropy, gopora nomnuia B jor. M Torma
YTO-TO CIIYYHJIOCH C YIPSKBbIO, KOHb HE CHEpIKal, Telera BbICOKO 3apajlach JIEBOM CTOPOHOU U
cTaja KJIOHUThCS HarpaBo. Kosst Opocuit B3IIIs] BHU3 U CKaTUJICS € BO3a.

SICHO TOHSAB, YTO JIOJDKHO NMPOU30MTH 3aTeM, OH B KaKOM-TO O€31yMHOM IMOpBIBE OpOCHIICS
MO/ KPESHSIIUICS TSHKEIBIA BO3, MOACTABIISIS MO €ro Kpail CBoe ellle c1adoe MalbYHINecKOe TIIeUO.
TsoxecTs ObLTa HEMMOBEPHOM, B PYroi pa3 OH, HABEPHOE, HU 3a 4TO ObI HE BBIAEP)KAT, HO B 3TOT
MOMEHT BBICTOSUI. /[€BOYKM CKaTHUIMCh HA 3E€MIIIO, €0 3aBajWIO CHOIIAMM, HO JIOIIAJb BCE XKE
KAK-TO CIIPaBWJIACh C BO30M M OTBEPHYJIA IIEPENOK B CTOPOHY OT YIPOKAIOIIEH KPYTU3HBI OBpara.

[Torom ero xBajwiiu B IEPEBHE, J1a OH U caM ObUI JOBOJICH CBOMM ITOCTYIIKOM — BCE-TaKHU CIac
oT Genpl ceds, KOHS M JIEBYOHOK — M Hayall AymMaTh TOTJa, YTO MHA4e MOCTYNUTh He Mor. U eme
Kons moBepuit, 4To OH yenoBek cMmenblid. CaMbIM BaXKHBIM OBLIIO, KOHEUHO, HE PACTEpPATHCS U HE
CTPYCUTB.

U BOT Temeps nepes HUM OISATh TOT CaMblid OOPBIB.

ToJIBKO 31€Ch HE PACTEPATHCS MaJlo, U HUKAKas CMEJIOCTh 3/1eCh HE IOMOXKET, 31€Ch HYXKHO
YTO-TO APYroe, 4ero eMy sIBHO HejocraBano. TyT OH CBS3aH 10 pyKaM M HOram W, BUJHO, HUYETO
YK€ CIIeJIaTh HE CMOXKET.

Ho Heyxenu TOT cnefoBatesb Bpall, KOTAa YT0-TO 00eall eMy, Jaxke Kak OyATo yroBapuBai?
HaBepno, nHampacHo Ppibak Tornma He coriacuics cpasy — 3aBTpa Kak Obl HE OBUIO MO3JHO.
Brpouem, ono u mousitHO. CrepoBaTenb TYT, HaBEpHO, HE caMblii OOJBINON HadalbHHK, €CTh
HAYaJIbCTBO IMOBBIINIE, OHO TPHKA3al0, U Bce. A Temepb NOMPAaBUTh YTO-JINOO, MEPEUHAYUTH,
HAaBEPHO, YXK€E MO3/HO.

Her, Ha ru6enb OH HE MOT COTJIACUTHCS, HU 32 YTO OH HE NMPHUMET B MOKOPHOCTH CMEPTh — OH
pa3HeceT B LIENKU BCIO MX IMOJIMLMUIO, FOJbIMU pykaMu 3anymut IloptHoBa n toro Cracs. Ilycts
TOJIBKO IOJCTYIIAT K HEMY...

MnaBa wecTHaguartas

[Tocne KOPOTKOTO pa3roBopa cO CTAPOCTOM, KOTOPBIA TeM HE MEHEEe COBEPIIEHHO 00eCCHITHIT
ero, COTHMKOB HEHAI0JITO 3acHyII. [[poCHYBIINCEH, OH HEO)KMJAHHO TIOYYBCTBOBAJ C€0s1 MOKPBIM OT
M0Ta; CTOJIBKO BPEMEHHU MAIMBLIMNA €ro ’Kap CMEHWICA MOTIMBON mpoxianoi, 1 COTHUKOB 350KO
MOXWICS IO/ CBOEH Bouryoi mmHenbto. Ho rosioBe cramo Bpoae Obl jerde, ropsiyas OIypb,
TyMaHUBIIAass €ro CO3HAaHWE, HcYe3Na, oO0Iiee caMO4yyBCTBHE yayumuiock. Eciu Obl He
MCKaJICYCHHBIC, PACHyXIIMe KUCTH PYK M He HaOpsKiias 3acTapeBiieid OOJbi0 HOra, TO OH,
BO3MOJKHO, TIOCUHUTAN OBl CE0s 3T0POBBIM.

B moaBane ObIJIO TEMHO M THXO, HO HUKTO, HABEPHO, HE CHAJI, 3TO OIIYLIAIOCH 110 YacCThIM,
HaIpsDKEHHBIM B3/10XaM, CKYIBIM IBM)KEHMSM, IMPUTUXIIE-HACTOPOXKEHHOMY JAbIXaHUIO Jronei. 1
torga COTHUKOB BIPYr TOHSJI, YTO HMCTEKAeT MX IOCIEAHSAS HOYb Ha CBETE. YTPO yxe Oyraer
IIPUHAIEKATH HE UM.

Yro x, Hamo ObIO coOpaTh B cebe MOCIEAHUE CHIIBI, YTOOBI C JIOCTOMHCTBOM BCTPETUTH
cMepTh. PazymeeTcs, HTHOTO OH M HE *JaJl OT ITHX BBIPOJKOB: OCTaBUTh €r0 KUBBIM OHHU HE MOIJIU
— MOTJIM pa3Be€ YTO 3aMY4YUTh B TOM JbSIBOJBCKOM 3aKyTKe Bynuisl. A Tak, BO3MOXHO, U HEIJIOXO;
myasi MTHOBEHHO M 0€3 MyK OOOpBET *KHM3Hb — HE CaMbli XYIIIMHA M3 BO3MOXKHBIX, BO BCSKOM
citydae, OOBIYHBIN CONIATCKUI KOHEIl Ha BOMHE.

A oH, nypak, Bce Ooscs nmoruOHyTh B Ooro. Temepb Takas rubenb ¢ OpyXHEM B pyKax
Ka3aJlacb €My HEJOCTHXXMMOW PpOCKOIIbIO, U OH IOYTH 3aBUIOBAN ThICAYaM TEX CUACTIIUBIIEB,
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KOTOPBIE HAIIIM CBOM YECTHBII KOHEIl Ha ()POHTE BEIUKOM BOHHBI.

[IpaBma, B 3TM HECKOJBKO MAPTH3AHCKHX MECSIEB OH BCE-TAKM YTO-TO CJIENIAl, UCHOJHSISA
CBOU joir rpaxkaanuHa U Ooima. I[lycTh He Tak, Kak XOTel, — KaK MO3BOJWIM OOCTOSTENIbCTBA:
HECKOJIBKO BParoB BCE e HAIIJIO CMEPTh U OT €ro pyKH.

W BOT HacTynui1 KOHEL.

Bce chenanoch 4eTKMM M KaTteropuuHbIM. M 3TO 1amo BO3MOXKHOCTH CTPOTO OMPENCTUThH
BbIOOp. Ecnu uTo-nmubo eme W 3a00THIIO €ro B KHM3HHM, TaK 3TO MOCIEIHHE OOA3aHHOCTH TIO
OTHOILIEHHIO K JIFO/ISIM, BOJICIO CYJbOBI HIIM CITydasl OKa3aBUIMMCS Teneph psiioM. OH MOHAJ, YTO HE
BIIpaBe MOTUOHYTH MPEK/E, YeM ONPEACTUT CBOM C HUMHU OTHOLICHUS, MO0 3TH OTHOILICHHUS, BUIHO,
CTaHyT MOCIIEIHUM IMPOSBICHUEM €r0 «si» Tepe TeM, KaKk OHO HaBCET/1a UCUC3HET.

Ha mepBbIif B3I 3T0 Ka3aloch CTPAHHBIM, HO, IPUMHUPHUBIINCE ¢ COOCTBEHHOH CMEPTHIO,
COTHMKOB Ha HECKOJBKO KOPOTKHMX 4YacOB HPHUOOpEN KaKylo-TO 0COO0YI0, MOYTH aOCOIIOTHYIO
HE3aBUCUMOCTh OT CHJIBI CBOMX BparoB. Tenepb OH MOT TOJHON MEpO# MO3BOJIUTE cebe Takoe, 4To
B JpYroe BpeMs 3aTpyJHsIIOCh OOCTOSATENIbCTBAMH, 3200TOH O COXpaHEHUH COOCTBEHHOM XKU3HH, —
Tenepp OH YYBCTBOBAJI B ce0O¢ HOBYIO BO3MOXKHOCTb, HE IIOJBIACTHYIO YK€ HHU Bparam, HH
o0OCTOsATENLCTBAM M HUKOMY B Mupe. OH HHUYEro He OOsUICS, M 3TO JABAJIO €My OIpeaesieHHOE
MPEUMYIIECTBO Tepea APYTMMHU, PaBHO KaK U Tepel coO0od MpekHUM Toke. COTHUKOB JIETKO H
MPOCTO, KaK YTO-TO D3JEMEHTApHOE M COBEPIICHHO JIOTMYECKOE B €ro TOJO0XKEHUHU, HPUHSII
noclieiHee Tereph pelleHue: B3sATh Bce Ha ceOs. 3aBTpa OH CKaXeT CIIEOBATENI0, YTO XOAWI B
pas3BeaKy, UMeN 3aJlaHKe, B MepecTpesike paHuI MOJHIasi, 4To OH — koMaHaup KpacHoit Apmuu u
MPOTHUBHUK (parn3ma, mycTh paccTpensioT ero. OCTajabHbIe 37€Ch HU MIPHU YEeM.

ITo cymiecTBy, OH XepTBOBaJ cOOOM pajy CHACEHUs IPYTUX, HO HE MEHEe, YeM JIPYTUM, 3TO
MOKePTBOBaHME OBLJIO HEOOX0AUMO U eMy caMoMy. COTHHKOB HE MOT COTJIACUTBHCS C MBICIIBIO, YTO
€ro CMepTh SABUTCS HENENON CIy4aHOCTBIO MO BOJIE ITHX IMbSHBIX MPUCIYXKHUKOB. Kak u kaxmas
cMepTh B OoppOe, OHa JOJDKHA YTO-TO YTBEpXKAaTh, YTO-TO OTPULIATH U MO BO3MO>KHOCTHU
3aBEPILUTH TO, YTO HE YCIIeNa OCYIIEeCTBUTH KU3Hb. MlHaue 3auem Torna skxu3Hb? CIHUIIKOM HEJIEerKo
JaeTcs OHA YeJIOBEKY, 9YTOObI 0€33a00THO OTHOCUTHCS K €€ KOHITY.

Bbbuto X07101HOBATO, BpEMs OT BPEMEHHU OH B3JIparduBall M TIy0ske 3ane3an rnoj muHenb. Kak
BCErJa, NPUHATOE peIIeHHe IMPUHECIO OOJIerueHne, caMoe HW3HYpPUTEIbHOE Ha BOWHE —
HEOTIpe/IeIEHHOCTh Oouble He Aocaxkaana emy. OH ye 3Hall, KOTrJa MPOU30HAET €ro MOCIeaHsS
OuTBa C Bparamu, W 3HaJ, Ha Kakue craHeT no3uuuu. C HUX OH HE OTCTynmuT. M XOTs 3TOT
MOEIMHOK HE CYJIHJI MY JIETKOW 1moOebl, OH ObLT CIIOKOEH. Y OOOUKOB OpYXKHE, CHJIa, HO Uy HETO
TO’KE€ €CTh Ha YeM MOCTOSATh B KOHIIE. OH ux He Ooscs.

HemHOro npurpeBmuce o HHEIbI0, OH CHOBA HE3aMETHO YCHYIL

IIpucHumncs eMy CTpaHHBIH, IIyTaHbII COH.

Bbbuto nake ynMBUTENBHO, YTO UMEHHO TAKOM COH MOT IPUCHHUTHCS B €r0 MOCIEAHIOI HOYb.
OH yBHIEN YTO-TO W3 JETCTBA U CPEAM MPOUYEr0 HE3HAYUTEIHHOTO U MAJIOMOHITHOTO KaKYIO-TO
HEJIEMYyI0 CIEHY C OTIOBCKUM May3epoM. bynro COTHUKOB Hadaja BBIHUMATh €r0 U3 KOOYpHI,
HEOCTOPOIKHO MOBEPHYI B CTOPOHY U CIIOMaJl CTBOJI, KOTOPBIN, KaK 0Ka3aJoCh, ObUI HE CTAJILHOM, a
OJIOBSIHHBIN, Kak B myrade. COTHHMKOBA OXBaTHJI UCIYT, XOTS B TO BpeMsl OH ObUT YK€ COBCEM HE
MaJIbYUIIKON, a TMOYTH YTO HBIHEIIHUM WJIHM, BO3MOXXHO, KypCaHTOM — JI€HCTBHE MOYEMY-TO
MPOUCXOJIUIIO B PY)KEHHOM mapke B yuwmiuie. OH CTOSIT BO3JIE MUPAMUIBI C OPYXKHEM U HE 3HaJ,
Kak ObITb: C MHUHYTHl Ha MHUHYTY 3/1€Ch JOJDKEH ObLT MOSBUTHCA oTell. COTHHUKOB OpOCHIICS K
nUpaMuzie, HO TaM HE 0Ka3aJoCh HU OJJHOTO HE3aHATOTO0 MECTa, BO BCEX IHE3/aX CTOSUIM BUHTOBKH.
Torna oH ApoXalUMU pyKaMu PBaHYJ JKECTSHYIO JBEpIlY MEUYKH U CYHYJ MHCTOJIET B YEPHYIO, C
OKYpKaMH JIbIPY TOIIKH.

B cremyiomee MrHOBEHHE TaM 3aCBETHIICS OTOHb — pAacKaJIeHHBbIE IBUIAIOIINE YTroJibs, B
KOTOPBIX KakK OYyATO IUIaBWJIOCh YTO-TO SPKOE, M OH B COBEPLICHHON pACTEPSIHHOCTH CTOSUI
HANpOTUB, HE 3HAsI, 4TO JAenath. A psaoMm crosut orel. Ho COTHUKOB-cTapiInii gaxke HE BCIOMHUII
PO May3ep, XOTs Y CbIHa OBLIO TaKOoe OILIYIIEHUE, YTO OH 3HaI 000 BCEM MPOUCLISIIEM 32 MUHYTY
1o storo. IloToM orerl omycTwics Mepe TONMKOM Ha KOPTOYKM W BPOJE COXKAJIECIOLIe cKaszall
HIETIEISIBBIM, CTAPYECKUM roJI0coM: «bblT OroHb, ¥ OblIa BBICIIAS CIIPABEATIMBOCT HA CBETE...)»
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COTHHMKOBY IOKa3aJ0Ch, YTO 3TO M3 OMOMUM — TOJICTass €€ KHUra B YEPHOM THCHEHOM
IIepEeIIETe KOT1a-To JIeXkajla HA MaTEPUHCKOM KOMO/IE, MAJIbUMIIKOW OH MHOT'/1a JINCTAJl €€ JKENTHIE,
MCTOYAaBIIME 0COOCHHBIN, 0OBETIANIO-KHIDKHBIN 3arax cTpaHuibl. Tenepb eMy ObUIO YIUBUTEIHHO
CIIBIIIATH, KaK OMOJIMIO IUTUPOBAJ OTEL], KOTOPBIi HEe BEpUJI B 00Tra U OTKPBITO HE JIFOOUIT TTOTIOB.

HeusBecTHO, Kak J10JITO TOpeN TOT OTOHb B II€UKe, co3HaHMEe COTHUKOBA OISITH NOTPY3HIIOCH
BO Mpak. HaBepHO, He CKOpO emie OH CTajl MPUXOIUTh B ceds, HayaB pa3iuyaTrh MOOJIM30CTH
KaKHe-TO HEBHATHBIE 3BYKH: CTyK, IIOPOX COJIOMBI M TUXWH crapueckuid rosioc. Korga ixe
BEPHYJIOCh OIIYLIEHUE pealbHOCTH, COTHMKOB IOHSUI, YTO 3TO TOHSUIM KpbIC. OKOHYATEIbHO
OYHYBIIKNCH, OH JIOJT0, MyYUTEIbHO OTKALUIMBAJICS, BCE PA3MBILLISASA, YTO ObI MOT 3HAUYUTH 3TOT €r0
coH. M Kak-TO MOCTENEHHO U ECTECTBEHHO €0 MBICIISIMU 3aBJa/IeN0 HIEMSIEEe BOCIOMUHAHUE O €r0
JABHEM, J1aJIEKOM JIETCTBE...

May3ep He cTpaHHas IpUYyJa 3TOr0 CHA, OH JECWCTBUTENBHO XPAHWJCS Yy CTaporo
CoTHHKOBA, OBIBILIETO KPackoMa, a IO TOTO — KaBAIEPUHCKOTO Mopyuuka ¢ AByms «[ eoprusimu» Ha
IIUPOKON Tpyau — oduiepckoe (oTo OTHa OH HE pa3 BHUAEN B KPacHBOM, 3aMBICIOBATO
pacIuCaHHOW IaBIMHAMU MaMUHOM IIKATylke. MHOrna no mpasgHukaM oTel JoCTaBajl U3 KOMOJa
CBOM MUCTOJIET, M TOTJa ChIHY OBLJIO TIO3BOJICHO MPHUAEPKATh €r0 3a JKENTYIO JEPEBSIHHYIO KOOYpY,
9YTOOBI OTEI] MOT BBHITSIHYTb M3 HEE May3ep — BBIHYTb €r0 CaMOMy OTIy OBbLIO HEJIOBKO, €ro
MCKaJICYCHHAs! Ha BOWHE pyKa MOCTENEHHO OTHUMAlach. JDTO ObUIM CaMble CUACTIUBBIC B KU3HH
MaJIbYUIIKA MUHYTBI, HO IOTOM OH MOT JIMIIIb HAaOMI0AaTh, KaK OTEL IPOTHUPAET OPY)KUE — HU paszy
eMy He ObUIO paspelieHo Jaxke Hourparh ¢ nuctojeroM. «C opyXKHeM M HarpajaMu Urpartb
BO30paHsercs», — ropopusl COTHUKOB-CTapIINiA, M MaJIbUUK HE YIpsMuUiIcs, He npocuit. ClIoBo oTia
B CeMbe ObLIO 3aKOHOM, B OOJIBLIOM M B MaJlOM JiOMa LAPUJI €ro KylbT. Brpouem, 3T0 HUKOMY He
Ka3aJIOCh CTPAHHBIM: OTELl €ro IOJIb30BAJICA B TOPOJKE H3BECTHOCTHIO M JaK€ CIABOW Irepos
IPAKJIAHCKOW BOWHBI, KOTOPBIM JIMIIb [0 IIPUYMHE CBOErO yBEYbsl U YPE3MEPHOU TOPAOCTH, KaK
OJTHaX bl OOBSICHIIIA MaTh, 3apadaThIBaj Ha XJIeO MOYMHKOM YacoB.

BoponeHnslii, B 1epeBsHHON KoOype may3ep Obu1 3aTacHHON MeuToi COTHHKOBA-MIIAIIIETO,
HO HaIpacHO ObUIO MPOCUTH €r0 TAKXKE U Y MaTepH.

W Torga ManpuMika pemumics B3ATh TUCTOJIET CaM.

Kak-To, NpoCHYBIINCH YTPOM, OH yCJbIIIAN INIYXYIO TUIIMHY B 1oMe. OTell, HaBEpHO, Ky1a-TO
ylIea U3 KaMOpPKHM, OTKyAa IO JOMY pa3HOCWIACh IPUBBIYHAS Pa3HOTrOJOCHULA YaCOBBIX
MEXaHHU3MOB; MaTbh, OH YK€ 3HaJI, OTIIPABMJIACh PAHO B LIEPKOBb — HAJl TOPOJIOM IIJIbLI KOJIOKOJIBHBIN
MEePEe3BOH YTPEHHEH CITYKOBI.

ToponnuBo HaTsAHYB KOPOTEHBKHE, 10 KOJIEHEH, INTAHUIIKH, OCTABUB HAa [TIOTOM YMBIBaHUE U
YHUCTKY 3yOOB, OH CKOPEHBKO MpPOIIMBITHYJI B MaMUHY CHAJIbHIO. 3aBETHBIA SAMIMK KOMOJAA ObLI
IUIOTHO 33/IBUHYT, HO B 3aMOYHOW CKBa)XHMHE OECIEYHO TOpYajd MAaJCHbKHHA MEIHBIM KIIOYHK,
KOTOPBIH MajbUMIIKa TYT e MOBEPHYJ Ha OJWH OOOPOT M BBIHYN CKOJIb3KYIO, JIAKUPOBAHHYIO,
HEOXHUJIAHHO TshKenmylo KoOypy. Ha ee nepeBsHHOM Ooky Orecrena 3HAaKOMasi IUIACTHHKA C
HAJMNKUChIO, KOTOPYIO OH 3HaJ Hau3ycTh: «KpacHoMy komacky A.COTHHKOBY OT PeBBO€HCOBeTa
KaBapmuny». IlepBoe e NPUKOCHOBEHHE K OMNPABICHHOM JE€PEBOM DPYKOATKE B30YHOPAXKHIO
MajbuMKa. PykM €ro yBepeHHO YNpPaBWINCh C 3allENIKOW, U BOT YK€ BEChb May3ep TYyro, HO
MOJIATJINBO BBIIIEN U3 KOOYPHI, CIIEPKAHHO M TAMHCTBEHHO 3aCHSB CBOUMH BOPOHEHBIMU YACTSIMH.
Hukorpaa npexe He UCIBITAHHOE TPEBOXKHO-BOJIHYIOIIEE YYBCTBO OXBAaTHJIO MAJIBYMILKY, MUHYTY
OH M3y4yaJl MHUCTOJET — MOJABUHYJI IpPHIIEN, MOMNbITAICIA OTBECTU 3aTBOp, 3aryisiHYya B cTBOJ. Ho
caMbIM OOJIBIIUM HaClaKJICHUEM, KOHEYHO, OBIJIO MPULEIUTHCSA. TOJIBKO HE YCIen OH Kak CIIeayeT
00XBaTUTh PYKOSITKY M MaJbI[eM HAIIyNaTh CITYCK, KaK COBEPIICHHO HEOXKUJAHHO M HETOHSTHO
U3-TIOJ €r0 PYK KyAa-TO MOJ{ CTOJ OTJIyIIUTENBHO TPOXHYJIO BBICTPEIOM.

MHUHYTY OH CTOSJI TOMEPTBEBIIMH, ciymias 00JIe3HEHHO-OCTpPbI 3BOH B yXe. OTCKOYHUB OT
CTEHbI, MO IOJy KaTuiach TI'WJIb3a, IOJ CTOJOM, IOSBMBIIMCH HEU3BECTHO OTKYJa, BaJsIach
TOJICTas, ICTOYEHHASI JKyYKOM ILIETIKa C TEMHBIM U KOCBIM CJIEJIOM ITYJIH.

[ToHsIB HAKOHEI], YTO CIY4YHUIIOCh, OH CYHYJ IHCTOJIET B KOOYpY, 3amep Bce B KOMOJ M HE MOT
ce0e HaliTH MecTa, MOKa He BEpHYIach MaTh. Ta cpa3y MovyBCTBOBaja HEAOOpPOE, KWHYNIACH K ChIHY
C paccrpocaMu, ¥ OH pacckas3al Bce Kak Obuio. Pazymeercs, cripaBUThCs ¢ Takoi Oesloif He Moria u
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MaTb, KOTOpasi OYEHb HUCIyrajaach 3a HEro, Ja)ke 3aIllakajla, 4ero HUKOIAA IpexXae C HEeHW He
CJIy4aJIOCh, U CKa3aja, 4TO OH JOJDKEH BO BCEM IIPU3HATHCS OTILY.

Pemmtbest Ha 3T0 mpu3HaHue ObLI0 He TpocTo. [Toka HaOupancs pemuMoCTH, MUHYJ 4ac WIH
OoJIblIIe, ¥ HAKOHEI] CaM He CBOM OH OTKPBUI ABEPh OTIIOBCKOM KAMOPKH.

Oteny pabotan. Kak Bcerga, HHM3KO CKJIOHMBUIMCH HaJ TOJOKOHHHKOM, COCPEIOTOYEHHO
KOBBIPSUICS B 4acOBOM MexaHu3Me. [IpaBasi ero pyka B 4epHO# nepyaTrke OECCHIBHO MOKOMIACh Ha
KOJICHSIX, a JIeBas JIOBKO KOJyINaja, BHHTWIA, pa30OHpana M CKIAIbIBala pPa3Hble MaJeHbKHE
OnecTsIIMe MTYYKH, U3 KOTOPBIX COCTOsUIM 4ackl. Ha cTeHax He B Jaj ApYr IpYry pa3MaxuBasld
MasiTHUKaMH, 3BSKAJIM U TUKAJIH JIBa JECATKA JICIIEBIX, pa3MaleBaHHbIX M0 IU(epOIaTy X0IUKOB,
HECKOJIbKO OYIMJIBHUKOB, YroJl 3aHMMall TPOMO3JIKUM, TMPUHECEHHBIH HaKaHyHE W3 paiikoma
JepeBsSHHBIN (QyTiasip ¢ TsokenbIMU THpsMH. Otenl He OOepHYNICS Ha TOSBICHHE CbIHA, HO, Kak
Bcera 0e30mnO0YHO Y3HAB €ro, COBEPIIEHHO HEKCTATH TEMepb CIIPOCHUIT 0OIPHIM roJI0COM:

— Hy kaxk nena, monoaoi yenosek? Onosnen mapuHucra?

Manp4uK IpOIrJIOTHII HEOKUIAHHO MOACKOYMBIINN K TOPIIYy KOMOK — HaKaHyHE OH IIPUHSJICS
yutaTth CTaHiokoBu4a. M3 Ipyrux KHUKEK, JIEKABIINX B OTPOMHOM JIEZJOBCKOM CYHAYKE, YK€ Majo
YTO OCTAJIOCh UM HEMPOUYUTAHHOTO, Pa3Be UTO cOOpaHMEe COUMHEHHH [IMCeMCKOro M HECKOIBbKO
pa3po3HeHHBIX TOMOB CTaHIOKOBHMYA, OJWH M3 KOTOPBIX TPEThEro IHS MU BhIOpan emy oter. Ho
Teneps ObUIO HE 10 KHUT, M OH CKazal:

— Ilama, s 6pan TBO# May3ep.

Oten Kak-TO CTPAaHHO MOTHYJ T'OJIOBOM, OTJIOKWJI IUHIET, NPUBBIYHBIM JIBHKEHUEM PYKH
CHSJI OUKH U CTPOTO IIOCMOTPEN Ha ChIHA.

— Kto pazpemmn?

— Huxro. U 370... OH BBICTpENNII, — YIABUIMM T'OJIOCOM IIPOU3HEC ChIH.

Huuero He roBops 0osbliie, OTEll BCTajdl M BbIMEN U3 KOMHAThl. OH XK€ OCTalCs CTOSTH Y
JIBEpH C TAKMM YyBCTBOM, OyJTO €ro ceifuac JTOJKHBI MOJOKHUTH 101 HOXK THIb0THHBL. Ho oH 3Hau,
YTO BUHOBAT, U TOTOB ObUI IPUHSATH CaMyI0 OECIOIIAIHYIO Kapy.

Bckope oren BepHycs.

— Te, meHok! — cka3anm oH c¢ mopora.— Kakoe TbI uMmen mpaBo 0e3 pa3perieHus
IpUTparuBaTbes K 6oeBoMy opyxkuto? Kak Thl OCMeIN Mo-BOPOBCKH JIe3Th B KOMOJ?

Oren 10Ar0 ¥ HEMAJHO OTUYUTHIBA €I0 — ¥ 32 HEOCTOPOKHOCTD, U 33 BBICTPEN, KOTOPBII MOT
NPUYMHHUTH HECYACThe, U OOJIBIIE BCETO 3a TAWHOE €r0 CBOEBOJIUE.

— EauHcTBEeHHOE, YTO CMSr4aeT TBOIO BHHY, TaK 3TO TBOE€ MpH3HAaHUE. TONBKO 3TO TeOs
crniacaet. [Tonsn?

- Jla.

— Ecnu cam, koneuno, Hagyman. Cam?

UyBCTBYS, UTO OKOHYATEJHbHO TMOHET, MajJb4MK KUBHYJI, U OTEIl YCHOKOEHHO, MPOTSHKHO
B3JJOXHYIL

— Hy u 3a To cnacu6o.

D10 OBUIO yXKE CIHWIIKOM — JIOKBIO IMOKYyHaTh OTILOBCKOE crnacubo, B Tia3zaXx y HEro
IIOTEMHENIO, KPOBb IIPUJINIIA K JIMILY, U OH CTOSUI, HE B CWJIaX CIABUHYTHCA C MECTA.

— Wnwm wurpaid, — ckazan Toraa oTer.

Tak, B 0011eM, JIErko 000IIIOCh eMy TO OCIyIIaHHE — HaKa3aHUEe PEMHEM €ro MUHOBAJO, HO
€ro MaJIoIyIIHbIH KHBOK OOJIE3HEHHOW [apaliiHOM OCTalcs CaAHUTh B €ro Ayuie. ITo ObLI YpOK Ha
BCIO XM3Hb. VI OH HU pa3y OoJblle HEe CONTaj HU OTIY, HU KOMY Jpyromy, 3a BCE Jep:Kall OTBET,
LA II0AAM B IIasa. BuaHo, M MaTh HE CKasaja OTLYy, 110 Yb€d HMHUIMATUBE IPOU30LUIO TO
oObsicHenue. Tak, coO cYacTIMBON YBEPEHHOCTHIO B JOOPOMOPAIOYHOCTH ChIHA M OKOHYMII CBOU
IIyTh HA 3€MJIE 3TOT KaBAJICPUUCKUN KOMAHIUP, UHBAIUJ I'PaXXKJAHCKOM BOMHBI U YaCOBOM MacTep,
TBEPJO HAAEACH, UTO ChIHY JOCTAHETCS Jydlias JOJIs.

N BoT nocranace...

naBa cemHaguaTtas
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B npemoTHON yTpeHHEH TUIIMHE HAaBEPXy 3acTydaly IIard, TiyXOBaTO JOHECIUCh rojoca,
3arpoXajid JBEpH. 37ech, B MOJBajle, OCOOCHHO CIBIHBI ObUIM 3TH JBEpH, BPEMEHAMHU OT HX
T'POMKOTO CTyKa JIaXKe CHINAJIOCh C MOTOJKa. Phibak He cran — MoJOTHYB HOTH, MOJYa JieKal Ha
00Ky 1moj cTeHo# u ciymai. Ternepb Bce ero BHUMaHHE COCPEIOTOUMIOCH B cityxe. OKOIIIKO BBEpXY
IIOHEMHOT'Y CBETJIEIIO, Ha JBOPE, HABEPHO, YK€ PACCBENIO, U B KAMEPE TAK)KE€ CTAHOBUJIOCH BHJIHEE.
W3 HOYHBIX CyMepeK MEIJICHHO BBICTYNAJIH TYCKJIbIE, M3MATHIC, KaK OBl WM3KEBaHHbIC, (UTYPHI
apecTaHTOB — IpUCMHpeBLIEH JleMunxu HAmpOTHB; B YTy HEMOJBHXKHOIO, C YIPIOMBIM BHIOM
Iletpa; bacu, npasna, enie He ObUIO BUAHO B TEMHOTE M0 OKHOM. COTHHUKOB, KaK U MPEX/IE, JeKal
Ha CIHMHE PAIOM U HUIYMHO Jblmian. Eciu Obl HE 3TO ero AbIXaHHe, MO>KHO ObUIO ObI OyMaTh, YTO
OH HeXUBOW. Hacrymnan TpynHbIN, HAaBEPHO MOCIEIHUN, UX JI€Hb, OHU BCE IIPEAYYBCTBOBAIA 3TO U
MOJTYAITH, KaX bl B OTJICIILHOCTH TIEPEKUBAs CBOIO Oe1y.

Canoru HaBepxy 3aTONaJIM Yalle, HEIPECTaHHO Ipoxaia ABepb. M BApyr B moasasl BopBaics
pasroBop co J1Bopa. Ppibak MOAHAN TOJOBY, CIErka MPUCIOHHICS 3aThUIKOM K cTeHe. CroB
HEBO3MOXHO ObUIO pa3o0parh, HO OBLIO OYEBUIHO, YTO TaM COOMPATHUCH, BUIUMO CTporiauch. Ho
MoYeMy HHUKTO €Ille He CIIYCTHJICS B moaBai? byaro 3a0buin 0 HUX.

Kro-To mpoien Bo3ie caMOil CTEHBI, MOCHBIIANCS OJM3KHA CKpHUII TOJOIIB Ha CHETY.
HeBpnaneke oT OKHa 4TO-TO 3BSIKHYJIO, 3aT€M I'POMKO pa3JaJicsi TpyOblii, ¢ XpUIIOTOH roJioc:

— Jla TyT TpH BCeTO.

— A mryduis eme 6puta. Hlydumro mocmoTpu.

— Uro mrydst! JlomaTsl HYKHBI.

CHOBa YTO-TO METAIUTMYECKH 3a3BSIKAJIO, TOTOM MPOCKPUIIEIH IATH, U OISATH MOOIN30CTH BCE
ctuxiyio. Ho 3TOT KopoTkuii pa3roBop BCKOMBIXHYIN Prrbaka: 3auem sonatsl? JlomaTel TOJIBKO 3aTeM,
9100 KOomaTh. A 4TO Temepb MOXHO ObuTO KomaTh mo 3ume? Oxon? KanaBy? Moruny? HasepHo,
moruiy. Ho s koro?

W TyT OH BCHOMHWI: BUJTHO, ACUCTBUTENBHO YMEP TOT IOJIMLIAMN.

OH NOBEpPHYJN T'0JIOBY, BOIIPOCUTENIBHO B3IJISIHYJ IO CTOpOHaM. JleMuuxa H3-1IoJ CMSTOTO
IlaTKa TaKKe TPEBOYKHO-NIOHMMAIOUIE CMOTpEa Ha HEro, B YNNIy B HaIPsDKEHHOM OXKHUJaHUU
3acteul Iletp. HUKTO HE MPOpPOHMI HU CIIOBa, BCE BCIYLIMBAIUCH, CAEPKUBas B Iyllax CTpax U
HEYBEPEHHOCTb.

OTa X HEYBEPEHHOCTh ITPOJOJDKANIACh, OJHAKO, HeA0aro. CIycTsi MUHYTY 3a TOM )K€ CTEHOM
CHOBA 3aTOIAJIY, J]a TAK PELIUTENIBHO U ONPEACIICHHO, YTO HU Y KOT'O YK€ HE BO3HUKIIO COMHEHUS —
UM K HUM, B nojBail. Korna 3arpemerna nepBast ABepb, PpiOak CKOPEHBKO cell, TOYyBCTBOBAB, KaK
BIPYT U HETOOPO 3aKOJOTHIIOCH B Ipyau cepaie. Psmom 3aBo3uics, NpuHsIICS KAt COTHUKOB.
«OTKpOIOT — PBaHyTh, COUTH C HOT — U B JIBEPb», — C 3aI03/IAJI0N PEIIMMOCThIO o gymal Peibak, HO
TYT K€ TOHSUI: HET, TaK HE BBIMJIET — 3a JBEPHIO CTYIIEHbKH, HE YCIIETb.

A Bepb B caMOM Jielie yXKe OTBOpsJIach, B KaMepy MHUOaHyI0 CTYKel, BETPEHOH CBEXECThIO,
U HESAPKUHI CBET CO JIBOpa Cpa3y BBICBETHUII IISTh CEPHIX BCTPEBOKCHHBIX JIML. B aBEpHOM mpoeme
MOSIBUJICS. pacTOponHblil CTack, 32 HUM MasiumJl €I1e KTO-TO C BAHTOBKOMH B PyKax.

— I'enyr cnats! — BO Bce ropJio 3apeBen nonuieickuid. — Otocnanuck. Boixoau: nukBugamms!

«3HauuT, HEe OMMONNCH, NEHCTBUTEIHHO KOHEI[, — IPOHECIOCh B co3HaHWM Pribaka. — Ecmu
Obl KOTO OJIHOTO, a TO BCEX, 3HAYMT...» Ha MUHYTYy OH Kak-TO OOMSK, BIPYT JIMIIUBIIHUCH BCEX
CBOMX CHJI, BSJIO OJOOpa HOTH, MOTPABUII IIAIMKY HA TOJIOBE M TOJBKO 3aTE€M OMEPCS O COJIOMY,
coOupasich BCTATh.

— A ny BbIckakuBaii! JloOpoBoIbHO, HO 00s13aTeNbHO! — KPUKIKUBO MOHYKan CTack.

Ilerp B yruy mepBbIM BCTal Ha HOIM, 3a0XaB, Hadayja nogHumarbes [lemuuxa. Ilbrrasce
BCTaTh, 3ajamnajg pykamu 1o creHe COTHHUKOB. PpIOak HEBUISAIIMM B3IJISIOM CKOJB3HYN IO €ro
OnenHOMY, emie OOJbIIE OCYHYBIIEMYCS 3a HOYb JIMIly, Ha KOTOPOM TEMHENIU TIyOOKO
IIPOBAJIMBLINECS IJ1a3a, U, HE I0yMaB YEro-To, YEr0-TO HE MPOYyBCTBOBAB, HAIIPABUJICS K BBIXOLY.

— Jamaii, gaBait! J[Baauarb MUHYT OCTaJIOCh! — MOJTrOHSJ MOJIMIIANM, BXO/AS B MX BOHIOUEE,
yCTIaHHOE coJIoMOi NexxOuine. — Hy Tbl, 0IHOHOTHH, KUBO!

— IIpous pyku! A cam! — npoxpunen COTHUKOB.

— A TBI, )XHUJOBKA, 4TO XJemb? A Hy BbeIMeTaiich! He xotena mpusHaBaThcs — Oynemnib Ha
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BepeBKe Oontarbes, — cocTpuit CTack U TYT ke BeI3Bepuiics: — [Tk, 1o/1a mapinBas!

ITo 3acHeKeHHBIM OETOHHBIM CTYIEHSM OHHM BBIOpAIMCh BO JBOp. PpIOak Bso mepecTymnal
HOTaMH, HE 3acTeruBasi MOJyIIyOKa M He 3amedas Ooapsieil Mopo3Hoi cBexectu. [locne Houw,
MPOBEACHHONW B CMpaJHOM TMOJBAJIe, B TOJOBE 3aKPYKWIOCh, OyATO OT XMenbHOro. Bo aBope
HaIpOTUB CTOSUIO YEJOBEK IIECTh IOJIMLAEB C OPYKUEM HAM3rOTOBKY — OHH XKAalu. YTpO
BBIIAJIOCH TACMYPHOE, OBbLT HEOOJIBILION MOPO3€ell, HaJl KPhIIIaMH U3 TPYO CTPEMUTENBHO PBAIKCH B
IIPOCTPAHCTBO CU3bIE KJIOYbSI IBIMOB.

Ppi0ak HepemuTeNbHO CTaN Mepe]] KPhUIBIOM, PSIOM OCTaHOBUIACh JleMunXxa U ¢ Heil BMecTe
bacsi, koTopasi, OynTo K Marepu, MOTAHYIACh TEHeph K 3TON JKEHIIMHE. 390KO0 MpIKUMasi OJHY K
apyroii Oocble 3aKOPEBIIME CTYITHH, OHAa CO CTPaxOM OIJIsbIBaia mojunaeB. Ilerp ¢ mpauHoii
OTPEIICHHOCThIO BO BCEM CBOEM CEJIOBJIACOM CTAPUYECKOM OOJHMKE CTal 4yTh MOOJallb. Tem
BpemeHeM (Crach, TpsA3HO pyrasch, BTallui MO cTyleHbkaM COTHHMKOBA, KOTOPOTO TYT € yCTaJlo
Opocun Ha cHer. He naB ceGe nepenpiku, COTHUKOB C YCUIIMEM IOJHSIICS Ha HOTH U BBIIPSMUIICS
B CBOEU U3MATOM, OKPOBABJICHHOM IIIUHEIH.

— I'nme cnenomarens? Ilo3zoBuTe crnenoBarens! — MbITAICS OH KPUKHYTh TIJIyXOBaThIM,
CPBIBAIOLMMCS TOJIOCOM U 3aKalLIJISICS.

Ppi0ak crioXBaTHIICS, UTO M €My TOXe HEOOXOUM clieioBaTelNb, HO B oTiinune oT COTHUKOBA
OH IPOU3HEC CIIOKOWHO:

— Jla, otBetuTe Hac K ciaepoBarento. OH BUEpa TOBOPUIL...

— OtBezneM, a Kak xe! — ¢ U371eBKOl HAMEKHYJ Ha YTO-TO KOPEHACThIM MopaaTelil nonunai. C
BEPEBKON HAroTOBE OH PEIIMTEIBHO LIarHya HaBcTpeuy: — A Hy, pyku! Pyku!

Jlenatb ObTO Heuyero, PpiOak MpOTAHYA PYKH, TOT JIOBKO IO OJHOM 3aJOMIJI MX Has3aa U C
MOMOIIBI0 IPYrOr0 Hayall Bs3aTh 3a CIUHOW. Bce 310 ObUTO OecriepeMOHHO, rpy00 U OOJBHO.
Pri0ak momopuimiicss — He Tak OT OOJIM B 3aISICThE, KaK OT OXBATUBIIETO €r0 OTYASHUA: BEIb 3TO
ObLI B CAaMOM JieJie KOHEII.

— Jlonoxwure cienoarento. HaMm Hamo k cienoBarento, — MPOroBOPHII OH HE OUEHb, OJTHAKO,
PELIUTENBHO, IBCTBEHHO OIIYIIast, KaK 3eMJIsl, 3aK0JIe0aBIINCh, OBICTPO YXOIHUT M3-TIOJ] €r0 HOT.

Ho nonuuaii c3aam TOABKO 3710 BRIPYTaJICs.

— [MozaHo. OTCcnenoBaiuch yxe.

— Kak 310 orcnenoBanuch! — 3akpuuan Ppibak u risHyn depe3 miiedo: HeOpuTas, B Oenoit
[IETHHE MOpAa, Y3KHe, Oeraromine, COBCEM CBHUHOBATHIE TJIa3KH, B KOTOPBIX OBLIO a0COTIOTHOE
Oe3paznuuue K HeMy, — TAaKOTO, HaBEPHO, HE HCIyraemb. Torja OH yXBaTWUJICS 32 €AWHCTBEHHYIO
OCTaBILIYIOCSI BOBMOXHOCTb U cTall pocuthb: — Hy no3osute [loptHoBa. Yto Bam crout? Jlroau BbI
WM HeT?

Ho mo IloptHOBa, HaBepHOE, OBLIO Jalble, 4eM 10 ero, Peidaka, cMeptr. Hukro emy nmaxe
HE OTBETHIL.

Mexay TeM pykd ero ObUIM YMEJIO M TYTO CBSI3aHbI TOHKOH BEpeBKOH, KOTOpas OOJIbHO
Bpe3aJIach B KOXKY, U €r0 OTTOJIKHYJIU B CTOPOHY. B3sucs 3a [lemunxy.

— Tei, mamait croma ciemoBatens! — Kamnuiss, HacTeipHO TpeboBanm CotHmkoB oT Cracs,
KOTOPBIM ¢ BUHTOBKOM 3a CIIMHOM XJIOTIOTaJ BO3j€e JleMunxu.

Ho Tor maxke He B3IJIsIHYN B €ro CTOPOHY, OH, KaK W BC€ OHU TYT, OYATO OTJOX K HX
npocb0am, OynTo 3To yxe ObutH He moau. M ato emne 6obine yoeauno Pribaka B TOM, 4TO JIEJI0 UX
KOHYeHO, Oyner cmepth. Ho kak ke Tak? M moyemy ke OH HE pEIIMJICS, KOTJa y HEro ObUIH
cBOOOTHBIMU pyKH?

UYT0-TO B HEM OTYASHHO 3aTPENBIXAJIOCh BHYTPU OT CO3HAHMSI COBEPIIEHHON OIJIOUIHOCTH, U
OH pacTepSHHBIM B3IJIAIOM 3ameTascs BOKpyr. Ho cnacenus nurae He Obuio. HampoTus, cynst mo
BceMy, OblcTpo mpuOmmxkaics KoHer. Ha Kpbulbllo W3 MOMENIEHHS OJMH 32 JPYTrUM Hayajo
BBIXOJUTh HAYalbCTBO — KaKHE-TO UMHBI B €Ill€ HOBEHBbKOH, BUJHO TOJBKO 4YTO HAISUIEHHOM,
MOJIUIIEHCKON (hopMe: YEepHBIX KOPOTKOBATHIX IIMHENSX C CEPbIMH BOPOTHUKAMU U TaKUMH Ke
oOmuiaraMy Ha pyKaBax, IpU MUCTOJIETaX; TBOE, HABEPHO HEMIIbl, ObUIM B JUIMHHBIX JKaHIAPMCKHX
IIMHESIX ¥ ypaxKKaX ¢ BHICOKO MOJHATHIM BepXoM. HecKoJbKO 4enoBeK, OJEThIX B IITATCKOE, C
mappamMu Ha mesx, AepKajlich 3aMETHO OTUYXKICHHO — OyITO TOCTH, MpPUTJIAIICHHBIC Ha YyXOU
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npa3nHuk. [lonuman Ha JBOpe YBaKUTENBHO NPUTHXJIH, MNogo0pamuch. KTo-To TOpOIUMBO
IIOCUUTAN C3a]IU:

— Pa3, nBa, Tpu, yeTkipe, NATH...

— Hy, Bce roToBO? — Cripocui ¢ KpbUIbLIA IUICYHCTHIA MOJHUIAA C MaJeHbKOH KOOypoW Ha
KHUBOTE.

HNmenno sta koOypa, a Takke (uUrypa CHIBHOTO, BHIHOTO CpPEOH JPYrUX dYeJoBeKa
nojackazanu PpiGaky, 4To 3TO HayalbHUK. TOJNBKO OH MOayMan 00 3TOM, KakK C3aaHd CHILUIO
BBIKpUKHYJ COTHUKOB:

— HavanpHuK, 51 X04y caenaTh 0JJHO COOOIICHHE.

OcTaHOBHCH Ha CTYIIEHbKAX, HAYAJIbHUK BIEPUJI B APECTAHTA TSYKENbIN B3I

— Yto Takoe?

— 5 maptu3as. D10 S paHUI BAIEro MOJIULAS, — HE OUYEHb TPOMKO cKa3asl COTHUKOB M KUBHYII
B cropoHy Pribaka. — ToT 31ech okazajics CIy4alHO — €CIIM TOHAJ0OUTCS, MOTY OOBSCHUTD.
OcTanpHble HU IIpH YyeM. bepure oTHOro MeHs.

HavanscTBO Ha Kpbulblle NPUMOJKIO. JlBOe, wIeAlmIMe BIEPEAH, HEI0YMEBAIOIIEC
NEPEeriiHyINCh MeXay coOoil, n Ppibak omyTuia, Kak B JAylle €ro BCHBIXHYJIA MaleHbKas
CHacHTeNbHAs HCKOpKA, 3aKermias cIaOCHbKYI0 elle HaAekAy: a BAPYr MoBepsAT? DTO ero
oOHa/ie)KMBIIIEE YYBCTBO TYT K€ MOPOIMIO TUXYIO OnaronapHocTs COTHUKOBY.

OpHako MMUHYTHOE BHUMAHUE Ha JIUIE HAYaJIbHUKA CMEHUJIOCh HETEPIIEINBOM CTPOTOCTBIO.

— D10 BCe? — XOJIOAHO CIPOCHJI OH U IIarHYJ CO CTYIIEHbKH Ha CHET.

COTHUKOB 3aUKHYJICS OT HEO)KMIAHHOCTH.

— Mory 00BsicHUTb TTOJIpOOHEE.

KT0-T0 HEZIOBOJILHO OYPKHYII, KTO-TO 3arOBOPUII ITO-HEMEIKH, U HAYaJIbHUK MaxXHYJ PYKOH.

— Begure!

«BoT kak, HE XOuUeT Jaxe M CIyIIaTh», — OIATH BHaAas B oTyasHHe, moayman Pribak.
HagepHoe, Bce yxe pemieno 3aroad. Ho kak sxe Torna on? Heyxenu Tak HUYEM U HE IOMOXKET EMY
3TO reponydeckoe 3acTynHuyecTBo CoTHUKOBA?

OCTOpOXHO cTymasi MO MPOTHUOAIOIIMMCS JCPEBSIHHBIM CTYMEHbKaM, IOJIMIAN CXOAMUIH C
KpbUIblla. M BAPYr B OJIHOM M3 HHX, YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 Takxke ObUI B monuieickoil ¢popme, Poibak
y3Han IloptaoBa. Hy, pasymeercsi, 3T0 ObUI TOT caMmblii BUEPALTHUN CIIEOBATENb, KOTOPBIA TaK
OoOHa/eXUII €ro CBOMM IPEIUIOKEHHEM M Temepb Kak Obl OTCTymuics. YBUIEB ero, Pribax
BCTpPEIEHYJICS, BECh MOJAJICS Bepea. belna He Obuta — Ternepb eMy Y)Ke HHUTO HE Ka3ajloch HH
CTpAIIHBIM, HU J1a)K€ HEJIOBKUM.

— l'ocnionun cnepoBarens! ['ocioauH cienoBarens, oAHy MUHYTKY! Bel 3TO Buepa roBopuimy,
Tak, s cornaceH. S Tyr, eif-6ory, Hu rpu 4yem. Bot oH moaTBepAMII. ..

HavanbcTBO, KOTOpOE yXK€ HANpaBiIsUIOCh CO JIBOPA K YIMIIE, ONSATh HEAOBOJIBHO, IO OJTHOMY
ctano octa”aBiuBarbed. OcranoBuics u [loptHoB. HoBast nonuieiickas mnHeENb Ha HEM Ka3alach
SBHO HE IO pa3Mepy M HEOOMSTO TONOpINMIAch HAa €ro MaJleHbKOW, Tomed ¢urype, uepHas
MWIOTKA TO-TIETYIIMHOMY Topdaja B cTopoHy. Ho B obOmuke criemoBarens 3aMeTHO NPHOBLIO
HA4aJIbCTBEHHOW BAKHOCTH, KAaKOM-TO IMOKA3HOU CTPOTrOCTH. BBICOKUH, TYro MepeTsIHYThIA PEMHEM
HEMell B IIMHENM BOIMPOCUTEIBHO B3TJISHYJI Ha HEro, W CIEA0BaTeNlb YTO-TO OOMKO OOBSICHWII
M10-HEMELIKH.

— Ilonoiinure croxa!

[Tpu npucTasibHOM BHUMaHHH ¢ 00enX CTOpoH Pribak mopoien k Kpbuibily. Kakip1ii ero mar
MYUUTENbHBIM, yAapoOM OT3BIBAJCS B €ro ayme. HuTouka ero emie He OKpenuieil HaaexXnabl C
KaXKJI0M CeKyH/I0i TOTOBa ObLlIa HABCET1a 000PBATHCS.

— BBI coryiacHbl BCTYIUTH B MOJIMLUIO? — CIIPOCHII CIIEA0BATED.

— CoruaceH, — co Bcell HCKpEHHOCTBIO, Ha KOTOPYIO OBLJT CIIOCOOEH, OTBETHI PrIOak.

OH He CBOAMJ CBOEro MOYTH IPEJAHHOIO B3IVISAa C HECBEXKEro, HEMOJIOJOIO, XOTS U
TiatenbHo BbIOpuTOro smna IloprHoBa. CremoBarenb M HeMEI] OOMEHSJINCH €I1e HECKOJIbKUMHU
¢bpazaMu MO-HEMELKH.

— Tak. Pa3Bssats!
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— CBojnoub! — Kak yznap, CTYKHYJ €ro IO 3aTbUIKy HErpOMKHM 310i okpuk COTHHKOBa,
KOTOPBIN TYT e U BbIJAJ ce0sl 3HAKOMBIM OOJIE3HEHHBIM KalllIEM.

Ho mycts! Uro-TO Tpo3HOE, HEOTBPATUMO MOJACTYNAaBIIEE K HEMY, BAPYr CTalo OBICTPO
OTHANATHCS, PpIOak rimy0ske B3I0XHY U MTOYYBCTBOBAI, KaK C3a/11 JIEPHYJIH €ro 3a pyku. Ho oH He
orngHyiacs gaxe. OH MOIIHO MOYYBCTBOBAJI TOJBKO OJHO: OyzaeT >kuth! Pa3Bsi3aHHBIE pyKH €ro
BOJIbHO OIIAJIM BJOJb TEJA, U OH €Ie HEOCO3HAHHO CJAENaj LIar B CTOPOHY, BCEM CYILECTBOM
CTapasicb CKOpee OTACIUTHCS OT MPOUUX, — TEIEPh MY XOTEJIOCh OBITh KaK MOXKHO OT HUX JaJibIIIe.
OH oTomIen emie Ha TpU ILIara, ¥ HUKTO HE OcTaHOBWI e€ro. Kro-To u3 HauanbcTBa NMOBEPHYJCH,
HaIpaBJISASICh K BOPOTaM, KaK c3a1u pa3aaics Kpuk JlemMunxu:

— Ara, myckaere! Torma mycture u mens! Ilyctute! V Mens mainble, a, 00Keuka, KaK e
oHu!..

Ee ncnojgHeHHBIH AMKOTO OTYasHHUS KPUK CHOBA 3aCTaBMJI BCEX OCTAHOBUTHCS, M OJMKe
Ipyrux K Hed okasancs IloprHoB. BblcOkMii HeMell HEANOBOJIBHO IPOKApPTaBUI 4YTO-TO, U
CJIEI0OBATEIb B3MAXHYJ PYKOMU.

— Benure! — ckazan oH u moBepHyncs B cTopoHy PriGaka. — Bel mopcoOute Tomy, — BAPYT
ykazan oH Ha COTHUKOBa.

Pribaky 310 Mano moHpaBuioch, 0T COTHHKOBA TeTEepb OH XOTEN Obl AEP)KaThCs MOAANbIIE.
Ho mpuka3 ects npukas, 1 OH C TOTOBHOCTBIO IIOJACKOYMII K HEIABHEMY CBOEMY TOBAPHILLY, B3sUI €T0
LIOA PYKY.

CKBO3b HaCTEXb PAaCKpBITHIE BOPOTA UX MOBENM Ha ynuuy. Ilosmnan ¢ BUHTOBKaMHM HaroToBe
nu no o0e cropoHsl. HayanbCTBO, pacTsHYBUIMCH, MPUOTCTANO, MPOIyCKas WX BIepenu ceods.
[epBbim men Iletp — BeICOKHUIT U cTaphlid, ¢ 6enoro, 6e3 MIAIKU rOJIOBOM M 3aJIOMJICHHBIMH Ha3al
pykaMmH. 3a HUM, JaBsCh IadeM, Tamuiack Jlemunxa. Psjiom B Kakoil-To TEMHOH, € 4y»KOro 1ieda
OJIe)KKE C JITMHHBIMH pyKaBaMH OBICTPEHBKO CeMeHMIIa 60ChIMU HOramu bacs.

Pri0ak moanep:kuBan noj pyky COTHHKOBA, KOTOPBIM Kak-TO Ha IJa3ax CHHK, ele OoJblie
OCYHYJICS M, Kalllis, MEUICHHO TaIlMJICS 3a BCEMM, CHUJIBHO IpUIazas Ha paHEHYIO HOTY.
[TouepHeBiias ero croma, OyATO HEXHBas, KOCTSIHO KOBBIpsUIA MajbllaMU CHET, OCTaBJISs Ha HEM
HEeCTEeCTBeHHbIE 3UMOM oTnedaTku. OH Monyai, U PeiGak He OTBakuiics 3aroBOpUTh ¢ HUM. Mns
BMECTE, OHH YK€ OKA3aJIMCh 110 PA3HBbIE CTOPOHBI YEPTHI, pa3AeiABIICH JIIOIEH HA IPY3€d U BParos.
Pribak XoTs M 4yBCTBOBaJ, OyATO BHHOBAT B YEM-TO, HO CTapayicsi cebst yOenuTh, YTO OOJBIION
BHUHBI 32 HUM HET. BUHOBAT TOT, KTO J€JIa€T YTO-TO IO CBOEH 3JI0M BOJIE WJIM Paau BHITOABL. A 'y
Hero kakast e Bbiroja? I[Ipocto oH umen OoJbIe BO3MOKHOCTEH M CXUTPUI, YTOOBI BEDKUTH. Ho
OH HE M3MEHHUK. BO BCSKOM ciTydae, CTAaHOBHUTHCS HEMELKHM IMPUCITY)KHUKOM He cobupaincs. OH
BCE JKJIaJl, 9YTOOBI yAy4YUTh YIOOHBIH MOMEHT — MOXKET, ceifuac, a MOXKeT, 4yTh MO3Ke, U TOJIBKO OHH
€ro YBUJIAT...

naBa BocemHapuaTtas

COTHHMKOB $ICHO TOHSJ, YTO POBHBIM CYETOM HH4Yero He aobuics. Ero HamepeHue, Tak
€CTECTBEHHO MpUIIEIIIee K HEMY HOYbIO M IOYTH IPHUHECLIEE €My YCIOKOEHHE, JIONHYJIO Kak
MBUTBHBIN My3bIph. [lonuuus Obl1a MapHMOHETKON B pyKaxX y HEMILIEB U COBEPIIEHHO Oe3paziIuuHO
OTHECJIaCh K €ro IMOKa3aHWI0 — HaIuleBaTh €l Ha TO, KTO W3 HUX BUHOBAT, €CIU NPHOBLI
COOTBETCTBYIOIIUI MPUKA3 WK MOSBUIIACH IOTPEOHOCTH B yOHIICTBE.

EnBa nepxach Ha HOTax, OH OCJIA0EIIO TALIWICS 32 BCEMH, CTapasCh HE CIUIIKOM OMHPATHCS
Ha YyXYIO Telepb U MPOTUBHYIO eMy PbribakoBy pyky. To, 4yTo mpou30mio BO ABOPE MOJIULIUH,
COBEPULIECHHO COKPYIIMJIO €ro — Takoro OH He npeaBujien. be3ycinoBHO, OT cTpaxa WM U3
HEHABUCTH JIFOA CIIOCOOHBI Ha JIF000E MpenaTeNbcTBO, HO Phibak, kaxkeTcs, He ObLI MpenaTeyeM,
Kak He OblT U TpycoM. CKOJIBKO eMy MPeIoCTaBIsIOCh BOBMOKHOCTEH nepedexars B MOIULUIO, Ja
U CTPYCUTH OBLIO MPENOCTATOYHO CIIy4aeB, OJJHAKO BCET/a OH Jepkajcs aoctoitHo. [lo kpaitHeit
Mepe, He XyXe Ipyrux. BumHo, 31ech Bce [1€10 B KOPBICTHOM pacueTe paju CIACeHUs CBOEU
LIKYpBI, OT KOTOPOTO BCET/1a OJIMH IlIar 10 NpeaaTeabCTBa.

CoTHHMKOBY OBLIO MYUYUTENBHO OOHMJIHO 3a CBO€ HaumBHOE (DaHTa3epCTBO — caM MOTEpsB
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Ha/IekK 1y n30aBUTHCS OT CMEPTH, HaIyMall cracath ApyruX. Ho Te, KTo TOJBKO M KaXKIET 000
IIEHON BBDKUTH, 3aCIIYKUBAIOT JIM OHU XOTS OBl OJIHOM OTAaHHOM 3a HUX XM3HH? CKOJBKO yXe HX,
YeJIOBEUECKUX JKU3HEH, co BpemeH Mucyca Xpucra ObLIO NMPUHECEHO HA JKEPTBEHHBIM aiTapb
4eJI0BEYECTBA, U MHOTOMY JIM OHM Hay4dWJIM 3TO 4enoBeuecTBO? Kak M ThICSUM JIET Ha3ak, YeloBeKa
CHeIaeT B IEpBYIO ouepens 3a00Ta o camMoM cebe, M camblil OJaropoJHbI MOPHIB K 100pYy U
CIPaBEUIMBOCTU TOPOM KaXeTCsd CO CTOPOHBI II0 MEHBIIEH Mepe 4ynadecTBOM, €CIU He
COBEPILECHHO IPEMYYEH TIIYIIOCTBIO.

COTHHMKOB TIOHEMHOTY IPUXOIHUI B ceOs, ero Havana JOHUMAaTh cryxka. Ot cnaboctu Ha 10y
BBICTYIIWJI IIOT, KOTOPbI HE Cpa3zy BBICHIXaJl HAa MOPO3HOM BETPY, M T'0OJIOBA OTTOrO CThLIA 10O
JOMOTHI B Mo3ry. M BooOIIe, CTyAeHBIH BeTep, KaeTcs, HAYMCTO BbIIYBAaJ M3 HETO OCTaTKH
HAKOTJICHHOTO 3a HOYb TEIUIa, TEJI0 OIATh Hayal coTpscaTh 03H00. Ho CoTHuKOB crapaincs
JOTEPIETH 10 KOHIIA.

Ha mycToit MeCTEeUKOBOM YIMIIE OHU MEPELUIA MOCTOK, JajblIe ¢ OAHOW CTOPOHBI HAYMHAJICS
Y3€HBKHI OTrOpPOKEHHBIN CKBEPUK C HECKOJBKUMHU psaMU TOHKHUX, CTHIBIIMX HA MOPO3€ IEPEBLIEB.
Briepenu Ha mpuropke BbICHIICS O€NbIH JBYX3TaXKHBIH JJOM; IIUPOKOE MOJOTHHIIE (HAIIMCTCKOTO
¢umara pasBeBasioch Ha ero yriy. HaBepHoe, Tam pa3memiajiach yrpaBa WIM KOMEHIATypa, BO3JE
KOTOPOH KOTIOIIMJIOCH Kakoe-To coopuie. COTHUKOB YAMBMIICS: Kakasi Hy)KJa coopasa 3Tux Jroaen
B oaHo Mecto? I[loTomM OH ToOIyman, 4YTO, BO3MOXHO, CErofgHs Oa3ap. A MOXET, 4TO-JIH00
ciyumsioch? MM ckopee BCEro COTHANIM HaceleHHWe, 4TOObl ycTpamuTh paccTpenoMm. Ecnm Tak,
MyCTh PACCTPENIMBAIOT, UM ellle Jierye OyeT MpUHATh CMEPTh Ha BUuAy. UTo ke KacaeTcs cTpaxa, To
€ro Ha BOWHE M TaK XBaTaeT ¢ M30BITKOM, U TeM He MeHee Oopnba pasropaercsa. Ha cmeny
Ka3HEHHBIM puayT Apyrue. CMmensle Bceraa HalayTes.

Onu meaneHHo mnpuOIMXKaIUCh K 3ToMy nomy. Croma CoTHuKOBa, OyITO HETHYIIMKCS
IIPOTE3, BBIKOBBIPHMBAJIA CTPAaHHBIE SIMKH B PBIXJIOM, PacTepTOM MOJO3bSIMU M JIOIIAJUHBIMU
KOIIBITAMH CHETY, HOTa BCSI TOpesia HENPEeCTaHHOW TTyOMHHOW OOJIbIO M € YCHJIMEM MOJYMHSATIACH
emy. BugHo, OH Bce ke NpeyBeaMuMBall CBOM CWIIbI, KOTJa B Hayajle IIyTM BO3HAMEPWJIICS HATU
cam, — Terepb OH MOYTH BUCHYJ Ha TBepJoi pyke Pridaka. OT MoCcTHKA Havascs MOJIOTHUN MOIBEM,
U €My CTaJI0 €lle TPyAHEEe, HE XBaTaJ0 JbIXaHUs, B IJa3ax TEMHEIO, 1I0pOora TO U JIEN0 YCKOJIb3ala
n3-noa Hor. OH ucmyraics, 4ro He JOWJET, CBAIMTCS, U TOI/la PAHbIIE BPEMEHU IPUCTPEIIAT, KaK
MapUIMBOro Ica, B KaHaBe. HeT, 3TOro oH He MOT MO3BOJHUTH cebe — Jaxe B €ro MOJIOKEHUH 3TO
Kazajoch ciumkoM. CBOIO cMepTh, Kakoil Obl OHAa HH ObLIa, OH JOJKEH BCTPETUTH C COJIIATCKUM
JOCTOMHCTBOM — 3TO CTaJ0 TJIABHOIO LIEJIBIO €r0 MOCIEAHUX MUHYT.

OHM B301LJIM HA IPUTOPOK U OCTaHOBUIUCH. C Tpy1oM B310XHYB, COTHUKOB BIIEpHUJI B3I B
CIMHY IE€PENHUX, OKMJasi, YTO OHHU ONATh ABMHYT Janblie. Ho KOHBOIHBIE MOJMLAU TaKKe
OCTAHOBWJIMCH, BIIEPEIU MOCIBIIIANICSA Pa3rOBOP MO-HEMELKU — HECKOJIBKO YEJIOBEK M3 HadallbCTBA
KJAIM TOJ CTEHOM »TOoro moOpoTHoro jgoma. HamportuB, uepe3 ynuily, y IITaKeTHHKA,
OTrOPaKMBAIOIIETO CKBEP, U BO3JIE JABYX OOJIE3NBIX OYIOK-IapbKOB 3aCTBUIH MATh-IIECTh JECATKOB
JO/IEH, TaKKe SIBHO Yero-To oxuaaBmmx. CTalo Moxoxe, 4To UX HeOOJbIIas mpoleccus mpuoblia
K MECTY Ha3HaYCHMS — JJAJIbIIIE JOPOTH HE OBLIO.

N Ttorga COTHUKOB yBHIEN BEPEBKHU.

[1sTh THOKMX TEHBKOBBIX NETEIb THXO MOKAYMBAIMCH HAJ yIHIEH, OyATO AEMOHCTPHPYS
nepesl BCEeMH OTMEHHYIO HaJIeXKHOCTh CBOMX TOJICTBIX, CO 3HAaHUEM JI€NIa 3aTSHYTHIX y3/10B. Bucenu
OHU Ha IIEepeKJIaJuHe CTapOoW, €lle IOBOCHHOW ynu4yHOW apku. «lIpurommnace», — MENbKHYJIO B
rojoBe y COTHUKOBA, Cpa3y y3HABLIETO 3TO TPAIULMOHHOE AJIS palllieHTpa COOPYKEHUE — TOUYHO
Takas ke apka ObuIa KOrjua-To u B ero ropojke. Ilepen mpasnaukoM ee youpanu nepe3oil U XBoew,
NPUIKUBAIM HaBepxXy JIO3YyHI, HAlMCAHHBIM dYepHHWJIAMH Ha Kycke o0oeB. Psamom mepen
MCIIOJIKOMOM COOMpanu Mpa3JHUYHbIE MUTHUHTH, M TOJ HEBBICOKMM IPOJIETOM apKH MPOXOIWIN
KOJIOHHBI YYEHUKOB U3 JBYX LIKOJI, pab04MX JIbHO3aBOJa, MAaCTEPCKUX M TapHOro komOuHara. Ha
KpPECTOBMHE BBEpXy OOBIYHO Topeia 3Be3la M3 (paHepbl WM pa3BeBAJICS Ha BETpPy (IIaXoK,
IpUIaBaBIIre 0co00 TOP)KECTBEHHYIO 3aBEPLICHHOCTh BCEMY COOpYKeHUI0. Ternepp ke TaM HUYero
He OBLJIO, TOJILKO HAa CTON0AaX M3-TIOJ IOYEPHEBIIMX PEEeK-TYyYWH BBITJISAIBIBATH OyMa)KHbIC
OOpBIBKM J1a TpembIXalcs Ha BETPY KAaKOH-TO BBUIMHSBIIMKA JIOCKYT pa3MepoM C YroJIOK
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MIMOHEPCKOTo rajacryka. OKKynaHTbl IPUHECIH HA apKy CBOE YKpAIllEHHE B BHUJIE 3TUX HOBEHBKHX,
HAaBEPHO CIIELHAIBHO Pay TAaKOTO Ciydasl BBIIMCAHHBIX CO CKIIAa, BEPEBOK.

A oH gyman, Oyner paccTped...

JIBoe — monmMuam u eme KTo-To B CEPOM CYKOHHOM IOJIJEBKE — HECIU 4epe3 YIUILY CTapylo,
KOJTYCHOTYIO CKaMbto, 1 COTHUKOB MOHSII, YTO 3TO JUIS HUX, YTOOBI 1OCTATh 0 METIH, MIPEXKIC YeM
3a00JTaThCs, CBEPHYB Ha IJIEUO TOJIOBY — OECIIOMOIIHO, OTBPATUTEIBHO U Oe3rosnoco. EMy Bapyr
CTaJO TMPOTHUBHO OT OJHOTO JIMIIb IPEACTABICHUS O cede IMOBEIIEHHOM, Ja U OT BCEeW OSTOH
YHU3UTEIbHOM, OeCcUYeOBeYHOW pacmpaBbl. 3a BpeMsi BOMHBI OH M HE MOAyMall Jaxe o
BO3MOKHOCTH JIpYroil THOenu, 4yeM OT OCKOJIKa WM MYyJIH, U Tenepb BCE B HEM B3BHJOCH B
MHCTHUHKTUBHOM IIPOTECTE IIPOTUB 3TOIO AJICKOr0 YAYLIECHUS METIIEH.

Ho on HuyeMm yxe He MOr IOMOub HH cebe, H1 ApyruM. OH TOJBKO MBICIEHHO YrOBapUBall
ceOsi: Hu4ero, Huuero!.. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, 3TO X MPaBO, UX 3BEPUHBIN 00bIYal, X BJIACTH. Tenephb
MOCTIE/IHSAS €r0 00A3aHHOCTD — TEpIETh 0e3 TEHU CTpaxa WK cokaneHus. [lycTs Bemaor.

CkaMmeliky TaM, HaBEpHOE, Yy)Xe€ ycTaHOBWIM. lIpoBopHbIi, Beznecymmii Crach, a Takke
3I0POBEHHBIN, HUKE XJIACTHKA IOMAINOSCAHHBIN 110 IMHENW bynuna u apyrue mojauuau MoBelnd UX
nox apky. Hactynast Ha 3aKoCTeHeBIITYI0, 00JIE3HEHHYIO CTYIHIO, COTHUKOB IPUKUHYI: OCTaBaJIOCh
I1aroB MATHAALATH-ABAALATh, U OH OTHsUT y PriOaka pyky — xoten ot cam. OHU MPOLIUTN MEXTY
IIOJIMLAEB, BO3JIE TPYIIIBI HEMEIKOIO U IITaTCKOI0 Ha4alIbCTBA, KOTOPOE TEPIENIUBO TONTAIOCH 10
CcTeHOM 31aHus. HaumHancs crekrakib, MECTHas IOJIMLIEHCKas CaMOCATEIIBHOCTh HAa HEMELKHUH
Manep. lloysmman noTopamiauBaiuCh, CYETWIMCh, YTO-TO Yy HHUX HE IOIY4aJOCh KakK CIEIYeT.
HekoTopble U3 HauanbCcTBa XMYPHIIUCh, a APYrHe HE3J0 U 0e33a00THO MeperoBapuBalIuCh, OyaTO
COLUTMCh TO OyJHUYHOW, HE OUYEHb HHTEPECHOW HAJOOHOCTH M CKOPO BO3BPATATCA K CBOUM
NPUBBIYHBIM JieaM. C UX CTOPOHBI JOHOCHJICS 3allaX CUTapeT W OAEKOJIOHA, CIBIIIAINCH OOPBIBKH
CIly4aiHbIX, HUYero He 3Havyanmx (pa3. COTHUKOB, OJTHAKO, HE CMOTPEIN TyJa — MPUTAIIMBIIUCH K
apke, 4ToOblI HE YIacTh, IPUCIOHMIICS MJICUYOM K CTOJIOY U B M3HEMOKEHUH MIPUKPHLI T1a3a.

Her, HaBepHO, CMEPTh HMYErO HE PEIIAECT U HUYErO HE ONpaBIbIBACT. TOJBKO JKU3Hb AeT
JIIOJSIM OIPECIICHHbIE BO3MOXXHOCTH, KOTOPbIE UMH OCYLIECTBIISAIOTCS WIH NPOMAAAI0T HAIIPACHO,
TOJIBKO >KM3Hb MOXET IPOTHUBOCTOATH 311y W Hacuiauio. CMepTh ke Jumaer Bcero. M eciu tomy
JICUTEHAHTY B COCHSIKE CBOEH TI'MOeNb0 eIle yIaloCch Yero-To AOOMTHCS, TO BPSAI JU OH HA 3TO
paccuntbiBas. [IpocTo Takas cMepTh Obula HEOOXOMMa €My CaMOMYy, MOTOMY YTO OH HE XOTEN
noru6ate oBuoil. Ho 4to nenare, eciu npu Beeil TBOGH CaMOOTBEP)KEHHOCTH ThHI JIMIICH MaJleHIen
BO3MOXHOCTU? UTO MOXHO cenaTh 3a MSTh MUHYT A0 KOHIIA, KOTJA Thl Y)KE€ €jBa KUB U HE B
COCTOSIHUH JIa)K€ TPOMKO BBIPYTaThCsl, UTOOBI JOCATUTh 3TUM O0OMKam?

Ha, Harpazel He OyJeT, Kak He OyJeT MPU3HATEeIbHOCTH, MO0 HEeNb3s HaJlesThCa Ha TO, YTO HE
3acimyxeHo. M Bce ke cormacutbesi ¢ PpiGakoM OH HE MOr, 3TO MPOTHBOPEUYMIIO BCEH €ro
YeJIOBEUECKOM CYIIHOCTH, €ro Bepe M ero Mopanu. M XoTs u 0e3 TOro HEeMHUpPOKUH Kpyr ero
BO3MOKHOCTE! CTAaHOBWJICS BCE YK€ U JJayK€ CMEPTh HUYEM YK€ HE MOIJIA PACIIUPUTH €70, BCE Ke
OJIHa BO3MOJKHOCTb y HEro ellle ocraBajack. OT Hee yX OH He oTcTynurcs. OHa, €qMHCTBEHHAs, B
CaMoM JieJie 3aBHCela TOJIBKO OT HETO U HUKOTO 0O0JIbIIE, TOJIBKO OH MOJHOBIACTHO PACIIOPSKAICS
€10, 100 TOJILKO B €ro BJIACTH OBUIO YWTH M3 3TOTO MHUPA 10 COBECTH, CO CBOWCTBEHHBIM YEJIOBEKY
JOCTOMHCTBOM. JTO ObUIa €ro MOCJHETHSAS MWIOCTb, CBSTas POCKOIb, KOTOPYIO Kak Harpamgy
JapoBaJla eMY KU3Hb.

Ilo ogHOMY MX HayaJlMd Pa3BOIUTH BIOJb BUCEIULBL. [Ioa KpaliHIOI OT HAYaIbCTBA IETIIO
IIOCTaBWJIM IPUTHUXILIEr0 B CBOEW NMOKOpHOW cocpenoTroueHHOCTH Ilerpa. COTHMKOB B3IJIsIHYJ Ha
HEro ¥ BUHOBATO nomopuuics. Eie Buepa oH A0cafoBall, 4TO OHU HE 3aCTPEIWIIN OTOTO CTapoCTy,
a Tenepb BOT BMECTE IIPUAETCS MOBUCHYTh HA OJHOU NEpEKIIaUHE.

Ilerpa mepBBIM 3aCTaBUIIM BJIE3Th HA CKaMblO, KOTOpas yrpoXKaroue MOKOCUIIACh IOJ €ro
KOJICHSIMU U €/]Ba HE ONPOKHHYJach. bynuia, HaBepHO, U 3/1€Ch 3aIlPABISIONINNA 00S3aHHOCTSIMU
[JIaBHOTO Tajlaya, BBIpyrajcs, caM BCKOYMWJI HaBepX M BTammil Tyda crapuka. Crapocra c
OCTOPOKHOCTBIO BBIIIPSMUIICS HA CKAMbE, HE TIOJHUMAsi TOJIOBBI, CAEPKAHHO U 3HAYUTEIIBHO, KAK B
LEPKBH, MOKIOHWICS oM. [loToM k ckambe moarosikHyau bacto. Ta mpoBopHO B300panace Ha
CBOE MECTO M, 350KO TIepecTymas 3aMep3lIMMH{, MOTPECKaBIIUMHUCS HOTaMH, C JIETCKOH
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HETMOCPEICTBEHHOCThIO MPHUHSIACH PA3IIIAAbIBaTh TOJNIY Yy IITAKETHUKAa — OYyATO BhICMaTpUBaia
TaM 3HAKOMBIX.

Ckambpu Ha BceX, OJIHaKo, He xBaTwio. [lox ciemyromiel meriel cTosul KenThlid (haHepHBIN
AIIMK, a Ha OCTAJbHBIX JIBYX MECTaX TOpPYAJIH B CHETY IOJYMETPOBBIEC, CBEKEOTHHJIEHHBIE OT
OpeBHa uypOanbl. COTHMKOB IOJyMaj, YTO €ro ONPEAETST Ha SIIUK, HO K SIIUKY IOJBEIN
Jlemunxy, a ero PeiOak ¢ monuiiaem noTauig Ha Kpai, K aypOoanam.

OH eme He Jgomen A0 CBOEr0 MeECTa, KaK C3aaM OmATh pasfancs kpuk Jlemumxu. Ot
HeoXuIaHHOCTH COTHHKOB OTJISHYJICS — JKCHIIMHA, YIHPAsCh HOTaMH, BCAYECKH OTOMBAIach OT
MIOJIUIIAEB, HE XKeJlasi JIe3Th MO/ METIIIO.

— A, manouku, npoctute! [Ipocture nypHoii 6abe, 51 5k He XoTeNa, He Tymaa!

Ee mmau 3arnmymuny 3i71ble KPUKM HA4allbCTBA, YTO-TO CKOMaHAOBal bynwiia, W mojuuau,
Bemmnii COTHUKOBA, OCTaBHWII ero Ha Pwibaka, a cam Opocuncs k Jlemunxe. Heckonbpko monuiiaes
MOTAIIMIIU €€ Ha SIIHK.

Pri0ak, ocraBimmck ¢ COTHUKOBBIM, HE OYEHb YBEPEHHO IO/IBET €T0 K MOCIeIHEMY M0 apKOM
yypOaHy u ocTtaHoBwicsa. Kak pa3 HaJ HUMH CBEIIMBAlIACh HOBEHbKAs, KaK W OCTaJbHBIE,
IIEHbKOBasl YAaBKa C Y3KOBAaTO 3aTSHYTOW NETIEH, TUXOHBKO pacKpyuuBarolleiics BBepxy. «OnHa
Ha JIBOMX», — MIOYEMY-TO TOyMaioch COTHUKOBY, XOTsI ObUIO OYEBUHO, YTO 3Ta METIS Ul HEro.
Hano 6b10 Brie3ath Ha yypOaH. OH HEJOJITO MOMEUINI B HEPEIIUTEIbHOCTH, TTOKa B CO3HAHUU HE
OJIeCHYNIO OTYassHHOE, KaK pyrarenbcTBO: «IX, Obuia He Obwial» BpocwB yHBIIO 3acThIBIIEMY
Pribaky: «/lepku!», OH 3I0pPOBBIM KOJIGHOM CTaJl Ha TOpEI], CBEXKE3aCICIKECHHBIM T'PI3HBIM
OTIIEYaTKOM YbEW-TO MOAOIIBELL. PpiOak TeM BpeMeHeM 00erMHu pykaMu 0OXBaTHII MOACTaBKY. Jlis
paBHOBecusi COTHMKOB CJIETKa OIEpCs JIOKTEM O €ro CIUHY, HAmlpsArcs M, ckaB 3yObl, KOE-Kak
B300paJicsi HaBepX.

MHUHYTY OH THXO CTOSII, Y3KO COCTaBUB CTYITHH Ha KPYTJIOM HEIIMPOKOM cpe3e. 3aThIIOK ero
y)K€ OIIYTHJI ILIepIIaBoe, JICACHsAIIee MyIly MPUKOCHOBEHHE NMETIH. BHU3Y 3acThlia IIHMpOKas B
noJryiryoke cnuHa PpiOaka, 3ackopysiible €ro pykd IUIOTHO OOJIAlIMIM COCHOBYIO KOpPY dypOaHa.
«BbIKpyTHIICS, CBOJIOYB!» — HEOOPO, BpoJie ObI C 3aBUCTHIO Mo xyMal Mpo Hero COTHUKOB U TYT e
ycoMHWICS: Hano i Tak? Tenepp, B MOCIEIHHE MTHOBEHHs >KM3HHM, OH HEOXKHUIAHHO YTPaTHII
MPEXHIOI0 CBOIO YBEPEHHOCTb B IpaBe TpeOOBaTh OT JAPYrMX HapaBHE C coOol. Pwibak Obu1
HETUIOXUM TapTH3aHOM, HAaBEPHO, CUUTAJICS ONBITHBIM CTAPIIMHOW B apMUHU, HO KaK YEJIOBEK W
rpaxkJaHuH, 0e3yCcI0BHO, HEA0O0pai yero-To. BripoueM, oH permi BBDKUTH JIFOOOH 1IEHOW — B 3TOM
BCE JIEJO.

Psnom Bce murakana, pBanack M3 pyK NojumaeB JlemMumxa, 4TO-TO NPHHSAJICS YUTATh IO
OyMa)Kke HeMell B JKENTHIX MepyaTkax — MPUTOBOP HIIM, MOKET, NMPHKA3 JJIsl COTHAHHBIX KUTEIeH
nepen 3Toi ka3Hbio. 11nu nocnenuue MUHYTHI )Ku3HU, 1 COTHUKOB, 3aCTHIB Ha UypOaHe, aJHbIM
MPOIIATIBHBIM B3IJISJIOM BOMpPai B ceOs BeChb HEKA3HUCThINM, HO TAKOM MPUBBIYHBIA C CAMOTO JIETCTBA
BUJ] MECTEUYKOBOW YIMIBI C TNPHUTOPIOHUBIIUMHUCS (PUTYypaMu JIOJEH, YaxXJIbBIMH JepeBLaMH,
MOJIOMaHHBIM IITAKETHUKOM, OyrpoM HaMep3Iero y jkejae3HOW KOJOHKM JibAa. CKBO3b TOHKHE
BETBU CKBEpa BUIHEIHMCH OOIIApPIIAHHBIE CTEHBl HEAAJEKOW IIEPKBYIIKH, €€ IpOpKaBeBIIas
JKene3Hasi Kpbla 0e3 KpecToB Ha JIBYX OOJIE3NbIX 3eNeHBIX Kyrnosax. HecKoJabKo Y3KHX OKOILIEK
TaM OBbLTM HACIEX 3aK0JIOUEHBl HEOKOPEHHBIM CYKOBATBIM rOpObLIEM. ..

Ho BOT psimom 3aTonai KTO-TO U3 MOJIHIIAEB, MOTAHYIICSA K €r0 BEPEBKE; OECLIEPEMOHHbIE PYKU
B CH3bIX OOIIIarax nmoimaau HajJ HUM METII0 U, 00aupas ero 00Je3HEHHbIE, HAMOPOXKEHHBIE YIIIH,
HA/IBUHYJIH €€ Ha TOoJIOBY 10 noadoposka. «Hy BoT u Bcey», — orMeTnst COTHUKOB U OITYCTHII B3TJISA
BHU3, Ha moael. [Ipuposa cama mo cede, oHa Bceraa 6e3 ycususi 100poM M MHUPOM JIOKMJIACh Ha
AyIly, HO TeTeph eMy 3aX0TeJI0Ch BUAETH JMojieil. [leyaabHbIM B3MIIAJ0M OH TUXOHBKO MOBEI O UX
HEPOBHOMY HACTOPOXKEHHOMY psly, B KOTOPOM IpeoOiajany >KEHIIMHBI U TOJNBKO H3pEIKa
MOTAJAIUCh HEMOJIOAbIE MY)KUYUHBI, IMOJPOCTKH, JeBYaTa — OOBIYHBIM MECTEYKOBBIM JIIOJ B
TYJAym4YuKaX, BaTHUKAX, apMEMCKUX OOHOCKaX, IUIaTKaX, CaMOTKaHBIX CcBUTKaxX. Cpemu wux
0€3TMKOTO MHOXECTBA €r0 BHUMAaHHWE OCTAHOBHJIOCH Ha TOHKOBATOM (Urypke MalbyMKa JeT
JIBEHA/IIaTH B HU3KO HAJBUHYTON Ha JI0O cTapoil apmeiickoil OyneHoBke. TecHO 3amaxHyBIINCH B
KaKylo-TO OJIeJy, MaJbuyOHKa IIyOOKO B pyKaBa BOHMpas CBOM 03s0IIM€ PYKH M, BUAHO OBLIO
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OTCIOJIa, JPOKAI OT CTY)KU WM, MOXET, OT CTpaxa, C JETCKOH 3aBOPOKEHHOCTHIO Ha OJIEIHOM,
00JIE3HEHHOM JIMYUKE CIE/Is 32 MPOUCXO UM 10/ Bucenuieil. OTcrona TpyaHO ObUIO CyANTh, KaK
OH OTHOCHTCS K HUM, HO COTHHKOBY BJPYI 3aXOTeNOCh, 4TOOBI OH IJIOXO O HUX He ayman. U
JEUCTBUTENIFHO, BCKOPE MEpexBaTuB ero B3risa, COTHUKOB YJIOBHI B HEM CTOJIBKO OE3yTEUIHOTO
ropst U CTOJIBKO COYYBCTBHUSI K HUM, YTO HE YAEPHKaJCs M OJHUMHU Tia3aMU YIBIOHYJICS Maiblly —
HUYEro, OpaTox.

Bonbiie oH He cTan BCMaTpUBaThCS M OMYCTHI B3IUISA, YTOOBI N30€XaTh HEHABUCTHOTO €My
BH/JIa HA4YAJIbCTBA, HEMIIEB, cienoBarens [loptHoBa, Ctacs, byaunbl. X 1bsSBOIBCKOE IPUCYTCTBHE
OH omryman U Tak. OOBSBICHHUE NMPHUTOBOPA, KAKETCS, YK€ 3aKOHUMIIOCH, Pa3JalluCh KOMAaH]IbI
MO-HEMEIIKH U O-PYCCKHU, ¥ BAPYT OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KakK, OyATO OXKUB, HAIIPSDKECHHO JIEPHYJIACh HA
ero niee BepeBka. KTo-To B TOM KOHIIE BUCEIUIBI BCXPANHYJI pa3 U IpYyroi, U TOT4AC, COBEPLUIEHHO
obe3ymeB, 3aBonuiia Jlemunxa:

— A-a-a-ait! He xouy! He xouy!

Ho ee xpuk TyT e U 000pBasicsi, MOPO3HO XPSCTHYJIA BBEPXY MOMEpPEUNHA apKH, CIABICHHO
3applana XeHIuHa B Toamne. Ha myme crano HectepnuMo TockiauBo. Kakas-To elie He 10 KOHIa
M3pacxoJ0BaHHAs CHJIa BHYTPU NOJMBIBaja €ro pBaHyThCs, 3aBOIUTH, Kak 3Ta Jlemunxa, — TMKO U
crpamtHo. Ho oH 3actaBmii cebsi cAep)karbes, JIMIIb CEpAle ero OO0JIE3HEHHO CXaloch B
IIPEACMEPTHON CYyAOpOre: Iepel KOHIIOM TaK 3aXOTEJIOCh OTIYCTUTh BCE TOPMO3a U 3aIUIAKaTh.
Bmecto Toro OH BAOpYr YABIOHYJICS B TMOCIEAHHWMA pa3 CBOEH, HABEpPHOE, KAJIKOW, BHIMYyYCHHOM
YIBIOKO.

Co cTopoHBI HayalbCTBa pa3jajach KOMaH/Aa, BUAHO, 3TO YK€ OTHOCHUJIOCH K HeMy: uypOaH
1I0J1 HOTAaMH Ha MUT ociaben, nomarHyncs. Enxpa He cBanuBmuch ¢ Hero, COTHUKOB TJISTHYIJ BHU3 —
C MCKPUBJIEHHOTO, OOpOCIIEr0 IIETHHOW JMIA CMOTPEIH BBEPX pACTEPSHHBIC TIJ1a3a €ro
MapTU3aHCKOro pyra, 1 COTHUKOB €/1Ba paccClIbIIlai:

— IIpoctu, Gpart!

— Ilomen k uepty! — KopoTko 6pocui COTHHKOB.

BoTt u Bce koHueHo. Hamocnenok oH OThICKal B3MIIAI0M 3aCTHIBIINN CTEOENEeK MaJIbYHMIIKU B
OynenoBke. TOT crosul, Kak W MpeXxjae, Ha MOJIIAara BIEpeau JPYTUX, ¢ IIUPOKO PACKPBITHIMH Ha
6nenHOM Jmiie raa3amu. [1omHbI 60IHM M cTpaxa ero B3IJISA] CIEI0BAN 32 KEM-TO MO BUCETHIECH U
BeJ Tak, Bce Ommke u Ommke K HemMy. COTHUKOB HE 3HaJ, KTO TaM IIelN, HO TO JIMIYY MaJIbYHUIIKN
IIOHSJI BCE [0 KOHIIA.

[TosxcTaBka ero OmAThH MOMIATHYJIACh B HEOXKUIAHHO OCIA0EBIIMX pykax PwrOaka, KOTOpPBIi
HEJIOBKO CKOPYMJICS BHHU3Y, 0OsICb M, HAaBEpHOE, HE PEIIasCh Ha TOCJIEJHEEe U CamMoe CTpAIIHOE
Tenepb i Hero aeno. Ho BoT c3anm MarepHo Beipyrancs bynwna, 1 COTHMKOB, BAPYr MOTEPSB
OTIOPY, 33JJOXHYBIIHUCH, TSDKEJIO MPOBAIHIICS B YEPHYIO, YAYILUTUBYIO OC3/IHY.

naBa peBATHapguaTas

Ppi0ak BBIMYCTHUI MOJCTaBKY M OTIIATHYJCS — HOrM COTHUKOBA 3aKadyalHCh PsoM, cOUTAas
UMU IIaNKa yranga Ha cHer. Ppibak OTHpsSHYN, HO TYT >XK€ HAarHyJCs M BBIXBAaTUJI €€ H3-TI0J]
IIOBEILLIEHHOT0, KOTOPBIA YK€ YCIIOKOEHHO PaCKpPy4YUBAJICS HA BEPEBKE, ONUCHIBAs KPYr B OJHY, a
3aTeM M B JPYryl0 CTOpoHy. PbiOak He pemmics INISHYyTh €My B JIMIIO: OH BHJEN mepen coOoii
TOJIBKO 3aBHUCIIUE B BO3JyXe HOTH — OJIHY B PAaCTONTAaHHOM OypKe M PsIOM BBIBEPHYTYIO HAPYXKY
IIATKOM, TPA3HYIO, IOCUHEBIIYIO CTYITHIO C IIOJCOXILEH MOJIOCKOM KPOBH Ha IIIUKOJIOTKE.

OTtopomnb OT MPOUCHIENIETO, OJHAKO, HEJIOJTO JIEpHkKajla €ro B CBOEH BJIACTH — YCHJINEM BOJIU
Ppibak mpeBO3MOr pacTepsSHHOCTh M OrjsHyicsa. Psgom, mexnay COTHUKOBBIM U JleMuunxoii,
OoJTanack HaJlerke MsATast BEpeBKa — HEe JJOXKAETCS JIM OHAa €ro meu?

OpHako HMYTO, KaKETCs, HE MOIATBEP)KIAIO €ro omnaceHus. byanuna BbITaCKMBai1 H3-TOJ
JleMUMXu JKeNThli (haHepHBIN SIUK, YOUpaIu U3-TI0J apKu cKaMmblo. EMy mM3anm 4To-To KpUKHYI
Cracp, HO, BCe eIlle HaxOsICh MO/1 BIIeUaTIEHUEM Ka3HH, PbIOak He MOHSUII WM HE pacciblIiaj ero u
CTOsUI, HE 3Has, KyJa oAarses. I'pyIma HeMIEB U IITATCKOrO Ha4alabCTBA BO3JIE JIOMa CTAJIa PEACTh
— TaM pacXOJWINCh, pa3rOBapHBas, 3aKypuBas CUTapeThl, Bce B 00JpPOM, MPHUIOIHITOM
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HAaCTPOCHUH, KakK IOCJIe YIAYHO OKOHYEHHOTO, B OOLIEM HE CKYYHOTO M Ja)Xe HHTEPECHOTO
3aHATHs. W TOrAa oH HECMETO elle MOBEPII: BUAATh, IPOHECIO!

Jla, Bponme OBl IpOHECIO, €ro He MOBECAT, OH OyneT >XuTh. JIMKBHIAIMS 3aKOHYHIIACH,
CHUMAaJIM NOJIMIEHCKOE OLEIUIEHUE, JIIOJIM CKOMAaHJOBAJIM PA30MTUCh, U KEHIIUHBI, MOJPOCTKH,
CTapyXH, OLICTOMJICHHbIE M MOJYaIMBBIE, TMOTALMINCH 10 00erM CTOpoHaMm ynuibl. HekoTopsie
HEHAJ0JII'0 OCTaHABJIMBAIIUCH, OTJISABIBATIMCH HA YETHIPEX MOBEIIECHHBIX, KEHIIWHbBI YTHPAJIU Tila3a
U TOPONMWJINCH YUTH nojansiue. [lonnnan HaBoauIu nocieqHuil nopsaok y Bucenuusl. Crachk co
CBOEY HEeM3MEHHOW BHHTOBKOW Ha Iuieye OTOpPOCHI HOTOM 4ypOak M3-1OJ JIMIIHEH MATOW MEeTIu U
OIATh YTO-TO MpoKpuyas Peibaky. TOT He Tak MOHsUI, KaK JAOTAalcs, 4TO OT HEro TPeOOBaIOCh, U,
noctaB u3-moa COTHUKOBA IMOJCTaBKY, Opocui ee moja mrakeTHUK. Korjga o moBepuyncs, Crach
CTOsII HaIlpOTHB CO CBOEH OOBIYHOI Oeno3y0oi ynbplOKoW Ha jiuie-macke. I'7asa ero mpu 3ToMm
OCTaBaJIMCh HACTOPOKEHHO-XO0JI0JHBIMHU.

— I'vi-ret! Onnako moaozer! CriocoOHbIM, maaia! — ¢ U3AeBKOM MOXBaIWII MOJIMIAN U C TAaKOU
CHJIOM yJapwil ero mo Iuiedy, 4ro Peibak enBa ycTosa Ha Horax, mogaymas mpo ce0s: «Utod Tl
OKoJieN, cBoJIoub!» Ho, B3IJIsIHYB B €ro ChITOE, BBITSHYTOE JIEPEBSIHHON YCMEIIKOM JIMIIO, CaM TOXKE
YCMEXHYJICSl — KpUBO, OJTHUMH I'yOaMHu.

— A TBI Tyman!

— IIpaBunbho! A uyto Tam? [logymaens: 6anauTa KaneTs!

«[locTtoii, uyTo 310? — He moHsT Pribak. — O xom oH? O CotHukoBe, yto H?» He cpasy, HO
BCE OTYETIMBEE OH CTajl MOHMMAaTh, YTO TOT MMEET B BHUAY, M OISATh HENPUATHBIN XOJIOJAOK
BUHOBHOCTH KOCHYJICSI €ro co3HaHus. Ho oH ellle HE XOTeN BEpUTh B CBOK IMPHUYACTHOCTH K ITOU
pacripaBe — ripu ueM TyT oH? Pa3Be 310 0H? OH TOJIBKO BBIIEPHYI 3TOT 00pyOok. M TO mo mpukazy
MOJIULUY.

YerBepo MOBEUICHHBIX TI'PY3HO pAacKauMBaJIMCh HA JUIMHHBIX BEPEBKaX, CBEPHYB HaOOK
TOJIOBBbI, C HEECTECTBEHHO TIJIYyOOKO NEepeXBadeHHbIMHM B METIAX InesMu. KTo-To M3 mosuiaes
HaBECHJI KXXJI0MY Ha Tpy/b MO (aHepke ¢ HaIIUCIMU HA PYCCKOM M HEMEIIKOM si3bIKax. Pribak He
CTaJl YUTATh T€X HAAMHUCEH, OH BOOOIE cTapajics He TIIAACTh TyAa — IsATas, MycTas, MeTis myraia
ero. OH ymal, 4To, MOXKET, €€ OTBSDKYT Jja YOepyT € 3TOM BUCEIHIIBI, HO HUKTO U3 MOJHUIIAEB JaxKe
HE MOJOIIEN K HEH.

Kaxercs, Bce OBUIO OKOHYEHO, BO3JIE ITOBEIIEHHBIX BCTAI YaCOBOM — MOJIOLON MIMHHOIIEHI
MOJMIAYKMK B CEPON CYKOHHOM MOJICBKE, C HEMELKOM BUHTOBKOM Ha mieye. OCTalIbHBIX Havalu
crpouth. UToObI HEe MemaTh, PbiOak B30IIET ¢ MOCTOBOM Ha y3€HBKHUU IMOJI CHETOM TPOTYapuuK U
CTaJ TaK, BECb B 0XKMJAHUU TOTO, YTO MOCIEAYET Aajblle. B MbICIsaxX ero ObuIa MyTaHHUIIA, TAK K€
KaK U B YUyBCTBAaX, PaJloCTh CIIACEHUS YEM-TO OMpadyajlach, HO OH €€ HE MOT TOJKOM IOHSTH YEM.
Omnsth 3asBHII0 0 ce0e MPUMOJIKIIIee ObII0, HO YIPSIMOE JKeJlaHue JaTh Aepy, IpopBarthkes B jec. Ho
IUISL 3TOTO HAJI0 OBUIO BEIOpATh MOMEHT. Terneps ero yxe HUYTO TYT He YA KUBAJIO.

[Tonuman NPUBBIYHO CTPOMIIMCH B KOJIOHHY 10 TP, UX HAOPaloCh TYT YEJIOBEK MATHAILAT —
pasHoro cOpoja B HOBEHBKHMX (DOPMEHHBIX IIMHEISIX M MWIOTKaX, a TaKkKe B IMOIyIIyOKax,
bydaiikax, kpacHoapMmeicknx oOHockax. OauH Aaxke ObLT B KOXaHKE C JI0 Mosica oOpe3aHHOM
1os1ou. JIrofei Ha ynuie IOYTH yXKe HE OCTajJ0Ch — JIUIIb B CKBEPUKE IMOOAANb CTOSUIO HECKOJIBKO
MOJIPOCTKOB M C HUMH TOHEHBbKHH, 00JIe3HEHHOTO BHJa MaybyHiIKka B OyneHoBke. IlomypackpbiB
POT, OH BCE LIMBIraJl HOCOM M BIVISIBIBAJICS B BUCEIIUILY, IIOX0KE, YTO-TO HA HEH €ro 03aJ1auuBallo.
MuUHYTY CIIyCTsS OH MajblleM U3 JJIMHHOTO pyKaBa yKas3all dyepe3 ynuily, U Pei0ak, OT HEJIOBKOCTH
nepefiepHyB IJICUOM, IIArHyJd B CTOPOHY, YTOOBI CKPBITHCS 3a MOJMIAasMHU. Bes rpymma yxe
3acThUla B CTPOIO, C PAJOCTHOW HMCHOJIHHUTEIBHOCTHIO MOMYMHSACH 3bIYHOM KOMAHJE CTaplLIEro,
KOTOPBIH, CKOMaHJOBaB, U caM OOMep B CJIaJJOCTHOM KOMaHAWPCKOM OOJIaJaHWU BIIACTHIO, Ha
HEMELKUH MaHEpP BBICTABUB B CTOPOHBI JIOKTH.

— CmupHo!

[Tonuuan B KOJIOHHE BCTPENEHYINCHh U CHOBA 3amepiau. Craplinii MOBEI M0 PsiiaM CBUPENBIM
CTPOEBBIM B3IJISI0M, [TOKA HE HATKHYJICS UM Ha OJJMHOKYIO (DUTYpY HA TpOTyape.

— A 161 yT0? CTaTh B CTPOIA!

Pribak Ha MuUHYTY cMeraics. JTa KOMaHJa OOHaJe)XKMBala M 033JauyuBaia OJHOBPEMEHHO.
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OnHako pa3MBIIUIATH OBIJIO HEKOTJa, OH OBICTPEHBKO COCKOYMJI C TPOTyapa M CTall B XBOCT
KOJIOHHBI, pAJIOM C KakMM-TO BBICOKMM, B YEpHOM YIIAaHKE IIOJIMLAEM, HEIPUSI3HEHHO
ITOKOCHUBIIMMCS Ha HETO.

— [larom mapuu!

U 510 66110 OOBIKHOBEHHO U MPUBBIYHO. PpiGak 6€3lyMHO IIATHY B TaKT ¢ APYTUMH, U, €CITU
ObI HE MyCThIe PYKH, KOTOPbIE HEM3BECTHO KyJia OBILJIO JI€BaTh, MOXKHO OBLJIO OBl OJyMaTh, YTO OH
CHOBa B OTpsije, cpenu cBoux. W ecnam Obl mepea Tia3aMH HE MeJNbKald CBETJIble oOmara u
3aMyCOJIEHHBIE 0eI0-T0JIyObIe TOBSI3KM Ha PyKaBax.

OHM TOIITM BHU3 MO TOW CaMOM yNuUIE, IO KOTOPOW MPHUIUIM CIOJIA, OJHAKO 3TO YyXKe ObLI
COBepIIeHHO MHOU MyTh. Ceifuac He OBIJIO YHBIHUS U TIOJIABICHHOCTH — PSIIOM CTPYHJIACh )KUBOCTbD,
CaMOJI0BOJIBCTBO, YTO, BIIPOYEM, M HE YAUBIIIO: OH OblI cpeau moOeauteneii. Ha monrona, neHs
WIA Yac, HO YyBCTBOBAJM OHHU ceOs oueHb 0OApO, MOJOTPEThIe CO3HAHMEM COBEPIIEHHOTO
BO3ME3AMsSI WM, MOXET, JI0 KOHIA HCIOJHEHHOIOo JOJra; HEKOTOpPhIE BIIOJITOJOCA
IIEPErOBapUBAIINCH, CIIBIIIAIUCH CMEIIKH, OCTPOTHI, 1 HUKTO HU pa3y HE OIVISHYJICA Ha3ak, Ha apKy.
3aro Ha HUX TeNephb OTJAABIBAIUCH Bee. Te, yTo Openu ¢ 3TOi akIuu BJOJIb OOIIAPIAHHBIX CTEH U
3a00pOB, C YINPEKOM, CTpaxoM, a TO M HECKPHIBAEMOW HEHABUCTHIO B IMOKPACHEBILUX OT CIIE3
JKEHCKHMX IJIa3ax IPOBOJWIM MECTEUKOBYIO IIAWKy mnpenarenei. Ilosmmaes, ogHako, Bce 3TO
HUMAJIO HE TPOTajo, HaBEpPHOE, CKa3bIBaJlaCh MPUBbIUKA, Ha OCCIpPABHBIX, 3allyTaHHBIX JIIOJCH OHH
pocTo He obOpamanu BHUMaHMA. PpiOak jke co Bce BO3pacTarolieil TPeBOroW aymall, 4To HaJo
cMbIBaThcsl. MOKeT, BOH TaM, Ha IIOBOPOTE, MPBITHYTh 3a M3rOpOAb U MPOPBATHCS U3 MECTEUKA.
Xopo1o, ecinu OJIM3KO OKAKETCs KaKo-1100 oBpar WM XOTs Obl KyCTapHHK, a €Ille Jydlle Jiec.
Wnu ecnin 661 BO IBOPE MOMANACH MO PYKH JIOIIAb.

ITockpunbsiBan CHEr Ha AOpOre, MOJHUIAW CIPAaBHO LIAraj MO-apMENCKU B HOTY, PSAAOM IO
Y3KOMY TpOTyapy MLI€J CTapliMii — KPYTOIUIEYMH, MOPAATHIA MY)KYMHA B TYro IOJAINOSCAHHOMN
noymueickol muaenu. Ha 6oky y Hero 60Tancs HI3KOBaTO MOIBEIICHHBIN MIIMIIEHCKUN HAaraH B
MOTEPTO KOKaHOW KOOype ¢ MeIHOW MPOTHUPKOH B Mpopes3six. 3a MOCTOM IepelHUE B KOJOHHE,
IIpUJEpKaB 11ar, NPUHSUIM B CTOPOHY — KTO-TO TaM €Xajl HaBCTpedy, U CTapLIMi YyrpoxKarolle
IIPUKPUKHYJ Ha HETO. 3aTEM U OCTaJIbHbIE IOTECHUIIUCH B PsIIax, pa3MUHAACh, — KAKOM-TO J]bKa B
MYCTHIX PO3BAJIBHSIX HEPACTOPOITHO C/IABaJl MOJ CaMble OKHA Bpociiei B 3emitto n30ymku. 1 Pribak
BIPYT CO BCEI0 PEAIbHOCTHIO MPEJCTAaBUI: OPOCUTHCS B CaHHU, BBHIXBATUTHh BOXIKH M Bpe3aTh IO
jomaay — MokeT Obl, 1 BeIpBavicsi. Ho manpkal Ilpunep:xuBas MOJIOOTO, HETEPIICIUBOTO KOHHKA,
TOT OpOoCHIJI B3IJIAJ HAa UX CTPOEBOTO0 HAYAIbHUKA W BCIO HUX KOJIOHHY, U B 3TOM B3IJISZE €ro
OTpas3ujach Takas K HUM HEHAaBHUCTh, YTO Pribak moHsut: HeT, ¢ 3TuM He BhiineT! Ho ¢ kem Torma
BbIiieT? U TyT ero, cIoBHO 00YXOM IO TOJIOBE, OTJIYIINIA HEOXKUJAHHASL B TAKYI0 MUHYTY MBICIIB!
ynupath Hekyzaa. Ilocne 3Toil nmukBHganuu — Hekyna. M3 3Toro cTpost JOporHu K mobery yxe He
ObLIO.

OT omenoMisoneil sICHOCTH 3TOTO0 OTKPBITHUS OH COWJICS C HOTH, MCIYTaHHO IOJICKOYMI,
IIpOITyCKasl 1l1ar, HO CHOBa IOTaJl HE B HOT'Y.

— Tb1 yT0? — IpeHeOpeKUTENHHBIM 0aCOM OPOCHIT COCE].

— Huyero.

— MabyTb, 6e3 npuBbiukn? Hayuubcs!

Pr16ak mpomMostuan, OTYeTIMBO IOHUMAs, YTO C MOOEroM MOKOHYEHO, YTO 3TOU JMKBUIAIHCH
€ro CKpYTHUJIM HaJEKHEE, YEM PEMEHHOW CYNOHbBIO. M XOTS OCTaBMIIM B UBBIX, HO B HEKOTOPOM
OTHOILIEHUH TaKX€e JIMKBUANPOBAJIN.

Jla, Bo3BparTa K MpEKHEMY Telepb yKe He ObUIO — OH MOrudan Bcepbes, HACOBCEM U CaMbIM
HEOXHUIaHHBIM 00pazoM. Terneps OH BceM U MoBcioay Bpar. Y, BuHO, caMomy cebe Toxe.

PacrepsiHHBIN U 033Ja4CHHBINM, OH HE MOT' TOJIKOM IOHSTh, KaK 3TO IPOU30LUIO U KTO B TOM
noBuHeH. Hemipl? Boiina? [lonmunua? OueHp He XOTENOCh OKa3aThCsl BUHOBATHIM caMoMy. /la u B
caMoM Jienie, B 4eM OH Obl1 BHHOBAT cam? Pa3Be oH u30Opan cebe Takyio cynnOy? Mnu oH He
6oposicss 1o camoro koHua? Jlaxke Oomnpllle W yHOpHEe, 4eM TOT 4ecTostoOuBbI COTHHKOB.
Brpouem, B ero Hecwyactee Oouible apyrux Obul BUHOBAaT MMeHHO CoTHuKOB. Ecnm Obl TOT He
3a00J1eN1, He TIOJIe3 MO/ MYJI0, HE BRIHYIWI CTOJBKO BO3HUTHCS C cO00M, Pribak, HaBepHOE, TaBHO
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Obu1 ObI B Jiecy. A Temepb BOT TOMY YK€ BCe O€3paziMyHO B IETJe Ha apKe, a KaKOBO €MY-TO,
KUBOMY!..

B momHOM cMsTeHMH, C TyMaHHOW MeleHOW B co3HaHMM PpiOak mpuimarai ¢ KOJOHHOW K
3HAKOMBIM BOpOTaM MNoiuuuud. Ha mpocTOpHOM [BOpE MX OCTAaHOBWIM, IO KOMAHJIE BCEX Bpa3
MIOBEPHYJIU K KPBUIbIy. TaM yKe CTOSUIM HayaJlbHUK, ciiefjoBaTenb [IopTHOB U T€ ABOE B HEMELKOU
KangapMckoil ¢gopme. Crapuivii moymail rpoMOriiacHO JOJIOKWI O HPUOBITHH, W HadaJIbHUK
MPUANPYMBBIM B3IJIS0M OKHHYI KOJIOHHY.

— Bonbno! [IBaanaTh MHUHYT NepeKyp, — cKas3al OH, HallymnbiBas riazamu Peibaka. — Tl
3aiiielllb KO MHE.

— EcTp! — cxkaBIIKMCh OT 4YEro-To HEM30EKHOrO, YTO BIUIOTHYIO MOACTYIHJIO K HEMY,
npomoJBu Pribak.

Cocen TOJIKHYII €ro JJOKTeM B OOK.

— SIBonb, a He ecTb! IIpuBBIKaTH HAJO.

«[Tomen ToI K 4epTy!» — BeIpyrazucs npo cedst Peidak. 1 BooO1Ie mycTh Bce JIETHUT K JIbSBOIIY.
B taprapaps1! HaBeku!

Komanny pacnyctiiu. Peibak MeTan BOKpYr CMSATEHHBIE B3TJISAbI U HE 3HAN, HA YTO MOKHO
pemuthes. [lonmuuam Bo ABOpE 3araijielid, 3aTOJIKAIMCh, 0€33J00HO MOPYrHBasiCh, MPUHSIIUCH
3aKypuBaTh, B BO3JyXe MOTAHYJIO CJIAaJKUM JbIMKOM curaper. HekoTopele HampaBWINCh B
MOMEIICHWEe, a OJUH TOIIeN B yroJl JBOpa K Y3KOHM pomaroil Oyake ¢ ABYMsl JBEpKaMU Ha
JepPEeBSHHBIX 3aKpyTKax. Pp10ak 60KOM Taxke moaajcs Tyja.

— D, Tl Kyna?

Czaau ¢ 4yTKOM BCTPEBOKEHHOCTBIO B I1a3ax crosii Crack.

— Ceituac. Ha MuUHYTKY.

Kaxercsi, OH Tpou3HEC 3TO JIOBOJBHO CIOKOIHO, 3aTanB B ceOe CBOIl Ternepb eIMHCTBEHHO
BO3MOKHBIN BbIX0OA, 1 Crach OGecrieuno oTBepHyscs. Jla, k yeptsim! Bcex m Bce! Pwibak pBanyn
CKPHUITYYyIO JBEpb, 3alepcsi Ha MPOBOJOYHBIN KPIOUOK, B3MIIAHYN BBepX. II0TOIOK OBLIT HEBBICOKO,
HO JJI €ro HYXKIbl BBICOTBI, BUJIMMO, XBaTUT. My HEIUIOTHO HACTJIAHHBIX JOCOK BBEPXY
YepHeNIu TOJIOCHl TOJs, 32 MOMEPEYHHY JIETKO MOXHO OBbUIO MPOCYHYTh pemeHb. Co 31100HOM
PELIMMOCTBIO OH PACCTETHYJ MOJIYIIYOOK M BAPYT 3aCThLUI, MOPAXKEHHBIH — Ha OpIOKax peMHs He
oka3zayioch. M Kak OH 3a0bL1, UTO BUepa Mepes] TeM, KaKk UX MOCAJAUTh B MOJIBAJ, 3TOT PEMEHb CHSUIN
y HEro mojuuau. Pyku ero zameTanuch Mo OJEXIEe B MOMCKAX Yero-HUOyAb MOIXOJSIIEr0, HO
HUTJIE HUYETO MOJXOISIIETr0 He ObLIO.

3a meperopoakol TONHYIM TyJIKO IOJOLIBBI, TATydye NPOCKPHUIENAa JBEPb — YXOJWIIa
MOCJICHSAS BO3MOXHOCTh CBECTH CUeThl ¢ CyApOoi. XoTh Opocaiicsi BHU3 TOJIOBOI!
Henpeononmimoe oTyasiHie 0XBaTHIIO €0, OH 3aCTOHAJI, €/1Ba MOIABJIsIs B ceOe BHE3AITHOE KellaHUe
3aBBITh, KaKk coOaka.

Ho 3HaKkoMBIi TOJIOC CHapYXH BEpHYJI €My caMoo0i1aJaHHe.

— Hy, Tb1 noaro Tam? — npokpuyain usnanu Crace.

— Cuac, cuac...

— HauansctBo 30BeT!

KoHeuHo, Ha4uainbCTBO HE TEPIUT MEUIUTENILHOCTH, K HAYAJIbCTBY HAJUIEKUT SIBIATHCS OETOM.
Tem OGosnee ecnu pemieHo craenath TeOs nonuiaeM. Emre Byepa oH MedTan 00 3TOM Kak O CIIaCeHUH.
CerofHs e OCYILECTBIIEHUE 3TOM MeUThl 000pauMBaIOCh sl HETO KaTacTpodoil.

PriOak BBICMOpKaJICS, pacCesHHO HaIIyNaB IYroBWIly, 3acTErHyN Moaymyook. HasepHo,
HUYETO yXe He ToJieNaellb — TakoBa cyabp0a. KoBapHas cyap0a 3aruryTaBiiero Ha BOWHE 4eJIOBEKa.
He B cocrostHum 4ro-nu0o mpuaymaTh ceiyac, OH OTOPOCHI KPIOYOK M, CTapasich COBJIAJaTh C
paccessHHOCTBIO, BBIIIET U3 YOOPHOI.

Ha nopore, HeTepnenruBo BBIMISAABIBAS €70, CTOSI HAYAJIbHUK MTOJIULINH.
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